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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
800.589.7828 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    September 9, 2019 

2019 FESTIVAL of SHARING 
Pick-up date: September 12 

 
Pick-Up Schedule 

9:00 am—Spencerville Trinity 

9:30—Wapakoneta First 
10:30 am—Findlay St. Andrew’s 

11:30 am—NWP District Office 
12:45 pm—Defiance St. Paul’s 
1:45-2:00 pm—Van Wert First 

FALL MISSION TRIP 
 
 

For those of you are still considering 
this trip, please contact the District 

Office to register.  Deadline is  
September 13 

 
THANK YOU! 

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc


Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor 
of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. Ephe-
sians 6:10–11, NIV 
Lord God, we thank you that it is your will to strengthen us through your 
presence, through Jesus Christ, the leader of your cause, who is and re-
mains victor among all on earth. Our souls need strength and our hearts 
need confidence so that in our time we can draw near to you and to your 
kingdom. Bless us with the Holy Spirit whenever we begin to grow weary. 
Your Holy Spirit can give us the strength to believe and hope, the strength 

to see the salvation that is coming to give joy to all the world. Amen. 
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiv-
ing the life and ministry of: 
 
Rev. Samuel Fillmore who died Tuesday, September 3, 2019. He was a retired pastor from The West 
Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served appointments at Bentley; Greenville Col-
lege; Asbury Theological Seminary; Sunshine Methodist; Greenup; Bethlehem; First Methodist; Otway 
Parish; Long Run; Nauvoo and Blue Bird Cooperative Parish. 
Preceding him in death were sisters; Donna Howard and Wilma Rose. Surviving are his wife, Mary Lou 
Martin Fillmore; daughters, Myra Kay (John) Parker and Louanna (Terry) Wyatt; grandchildren, Mallory 
Moore, Megan (Alex) Corrales, Mason Parker, and Claire Wyatt; great-grandchildren, Logan and Solo-
mon Moore; sister, Darlene Davis and several nieces and nephews. His funeral service were held at 
11:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 7, 2019  
 
Rev. Robert Hayden who died Friday, August 23, 2019. He was a retired pastor from The West Ohio 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served appointments at Pleasantville-Walnut 
Street, Hamden, Good Hope, Sugar Grove, Summit Station, Wagram, Pomeroy, Croton, Bremen Calva-
ry and Pleasant Hill churches. 
Preceding him in death were his son, Timothy Ray Hayden and 9 brothers and sisters. Those surviving 
are his wife, Margaret Ann (Ball) Hayden; children, Diana (Mike) Hines, Nancy French, and Mark (Marie) 
Hayden; 6 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren; 4 great-great-grandchildren; and several nieces and 
nephews. A funeral service was held Tuesday, August 27, 2019. 
 
Mrs. Rosemary Robbins who died Saturday, August 24, 2019. She was married to the late Rev. John 
Robbins who was a retired pastor from The West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. He 
served appointments at Terminals; Jonesville; McDermott; Christiansburg Charge; New Albany; Marietta 
First; Center St., Lucasville EUB; Stockdale; Coles Boulevard and North Moreland. 
Preceding her in death along with her husband, John were nine brothers and sisters. Surviving are her 
daughter, Barbara (Jeff) Coakley; grandson, Alex (Mackenzie) Coakley; great-grandson Deacon; sister-
in-law, Dorothy Alderman and many nieces and nephews. Her graveside service was held Tues-
day, August 27. 
 
Mrs. Doris Kottke who died Sunday, August 25, 2019. She was married to Rev. Myron Kottke who is a 
retired pastor from The West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served appoint-
ments at Kewanna, Indiana North Conference; Waterloo; Lincolnville; Church of The Master (Wauseon), 
Ohio Sandusky Conference; Church of Saint Andrew (Toledo); and The West Ohio Conference. 
A funeral service for Doris was held Sunday, September 8, 2019 . 



Save the 

date! 
 

December 3 
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Small Steps 
 

Gary Ginter, Pastor 
Kingsley UMC and Ohio City UMC 

On June 30
th
 of this year, I began serving two churches instead of one. I had been a single church pastor 

for almost 19 years, and must admit that I was venturing into uncharted territory for me. And so, with a little 
bit of apprehension, but with many years’ experience behind me, I began to meet and work with my new 
congregation, while at the same time, not lose track of my current congregation of over four years. 
 

What has been a surprise to me has been the willingness of both congregations to work with me and walk 
beside me.  For example, I really enjoy leading my Bible study group at the first church. So when I offered 
to start a new group with the new church, imagine my surprise when they, as a church, decided to come 
join the Bible study group at the first church.  Comments I heard were that this would give them an oppor-
tunity to meet and know the other congregation. 
 

I have shared this desire with the first church, and now they too are looking for opportunities to bring he two 
churches together. Now we are planning a joint Fall picnic, a joint Christmas service, and a joint Easter ser-
vice.  But one step at a time. I believe through these small first encounters, together these two churches 
may chart a new way of cooperation and joint effort.  Small steps. It is a start, and an exciting beginning.  I 
am excited and looking forward to walking with these congregations to see where they will lead me! 

Register on the WOC website 
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News from around the Connection 



News from around the Connection 
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Have You Attended the Lombard Peace Center “Conflict Mediation Skills” Training Institute? 
  
If so, please let us know!   
  
The West Ohio Conference is forming a “think tank” to consider how elements of this practical, useful 
training might become helpful and available to our congregations, leaders and clergy—so let’s collabo-
rate with our ideas and suggestions as we discern our way forward.  Please email Grace 
at ggerber@wocumc.org if you’ve already participated in this particular Lombard Peace Center 
course,  and we’ll add you to the “think tank” invitation list.   

From the desk of Grace Gerber 
 
 

mailto:ggerber@wocumc.org


 (Update) BY GEORGE! Campaign  (Update) 
Earlier this spring, we invited the congregations of the Northwest 
Plains District to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s 
Hospital in Haiti. This hospital that has served countless numbers of 
children and their families over the years has been devastated by the 
earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate need of help. Now that we are several 
months into this, we want to share an update of where we are.  To date, we have re-
ceived just over $30,000 to go to the hospital!  We are so thankful for your generosity 
and faithfulness! 
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give just $1 per 
week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic amount of financial help, 
but also hope that they are not alone. The money will be collected at the District Office 
and sent on to Haiti. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this is 
one way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can apart. Watch for 
more information to come! 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congre-
gations and in turn multiply the number of people who are choosing to live 
in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan 
way, passionately and respectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context 

and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in 
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, 
Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  
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CHARGE CONFERENCE TIME 

 

 

Pastors, 
 

Charge Conference activities are well on their way.  Should 
you have any questions, please give us call at the District Of-

fice at 419-523-9901  
or 1-800-589-7828.   

 
Thank you all for your support! 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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I am Pastor Mark Hollinger who is serving at Cridersville UMC and as the coordinator for Addiction Re-
covery Ministries in the Northwest Plains District.  If your church or community group 
would like for me to present the current status and background of the opioid epidemic 
and the ways in which you or your church or group can become engaged in recovery 
efforts then I invite you to contact me.  I have a 20 to 30 minute presentation and have 
all the  presentation equipment needed to travel to any church or group event. Many 
communities already have multilayered recovery services available and we have won-
derful opportunities to reach out as supportive and healing partners.  The first element 
needed in addressing our ability to become Christ's hands and feet to those who are 
hurting from the oppression of addition is education.   Ohio is among the top five 
states with highest rates of opioid-related overdose deaths, killing significantly more people in Ohio than 
auto accident fatalities.  I am a recovering addict and have real-life knowledge of the personal challeng-
es of recovery. You can contact me at 419 231-0428 or via email rev.mark.hollinger@gmail.com. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Mark 

 
Do justice, Love mercy and Walk Humbly with Your God 

Micah 6:8 

From the desk of Kris Shoaf (WOC). Here are the current ERT class offerings  

Kris Shoaf  
Administrative Coordinator Connectional Ministries 

 
INFO YOU NEED TO KNOW  . . . 

 
When writing donation checks out for the BY GEORGE  . . . Grace Chil-
dren’s Hospital PLEASE be sure they are written out to the Northwest 

Plains District.  The bank will reject the check back otherwise.  PLEASE 
put in the memo of the check that the donation is for BY GEORGE or 

Grace Children’s Hospital.  Any questions, please call the District Office. 
 

THANK YOU! 

mailto:rev.mark.hollinger@gmail.com
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2019 NWP District “Connect” Picnic 
Sunday, September 29, 2019 

From: 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
Place: Hermon Woodlands Park 

485 N. Wapak Rd 
Elida, OH 45807 

 
 

Come on out and join us for a relaxing afternoon in the park and connect with others and their families 
who are serving throughout our district.  Hermon Woodlands Park has two miles of loop trails.  The trail 
surfaces are wheelchair friendly.  There is a storybook trail and discovery play trail for the kids.  If you 
have a cornhole game, bring it, let’s get a contest going!!!  If you play the guitar bring it also for a time 
of worship.  We have both shelters at the park, but you may want to bring a lawn chair.  The District will 
supply the hot dogs, hamburgers, and beverages (we even have Barry grilling)!  Please bring a side 
dish (salad, veggies, or dessert) to share with all and please do not forget your place settings for you 
and your family. We are requesting that you register yourself and the number of family members 
that will be attending with you—we would like to get a close count for the purchase/supply of the meat/
beverages. 

Please RSVP by: September 25, 2019 
 

Pastors: You should had received an email to RSVP—please contact the District Office/Lesley 
Moore if you had not received your email notification. 

 
Thank you and see you then! 



How Can I Become a Lay Minister 
 

Check out the video on our Facebook page or YouTube Channel "Northwest Plains UMC". 

 
Greetings Lay Servants, 
 
Fall is upon us which tells us it is time to be sure that all of our paperwork is in place for the Lay Servant 
Ministries in which we have been called.  Our prayer is that you are experiencing spiritual growth and 
fruit in your ministry and we will look forward to reading your reports.   
 
Remember we all must complete an annual report.  The annual report must be done on line and you 
can find the form on the district website or on the conference web site.  Please be sure to print a copy 
for yourself..  Be sure you print a copy for your file. On the district web site you will also find the one-on-
one report that is to be completed by you and your pastor, filed with the district office and you will want 
to keep a copy for your personal file. 
 
We want to remind you that classes are being offered in October.  Introduction to Lay Servant Ministries 
(Basic), Go Preach (Core), Ministry in Small Churches (Adv), and Creating Sacred Spaces (Adv.) clas-
ses are being offered with a deadline for registration as October 12.  Those classes are listed on the 
Northwest Plains web page.  Registering for the classes in a timely manner is critical as the number 
registered at that point determines whether the class can be offered.  We don’t want to cancel any 
class, but must be respectful of our presenters and good stewards of our resources. We are all aware 
of the chaos in the United Methodist Church; however, these classes provide skills that we can all use 
regardless of the decisions made by General Conference 2020. Certified Lay Servants who have not 
taken an advance course since 2016 must take a course this year. 
 
If you have any questions, you may contact any member of your Lay Servant Ministry Team. 
 
May God continue to guide and bless you as you do Kingdom work. 
 
 
Northwest Plains District Lay Servant Ministries Team 
 
 Barbara Lee  419-738-3402 
 Carol Blass  419-229-9969 
 Steve Brooks  401-269-6223 
 Linda Hoover  567-204-0359 
 Dwight Bowers 419-212-1375 

Page 9                                                NWP Weekly Bulletin       September 9, 2019 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FGgT_rCk2m6w&data=02%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7Cc7cdf914a861449e863b08d73266951c%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637033288482373074&sdata=H%2ByPGj2nBtDIBe%2FLV3nAGUYTrC


 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Steve Brooks is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at     
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.  

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leader-

ship development programs already available within the United 

Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and 

empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples  
 
“Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (Basic) Part 

1 & 2” led by Rev. Dave Burkhart/Lay Ministry 

Teaching Team will be offered on Saturday, Octo-

ber, 19 (Part 1) & October 26 (Part 2), 8:30am-

4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, 

Ohio.  The FIRM deadline for registration is October 

12 & 19.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the 

class will not be held  Register on District Website 

today! 

 

“Go Preach (CORE) Part 1 & 2” led by Rev. David 

Chivington/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be of-

fered on Saturday, October, 19 (Part 1) & October 

26 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 

W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.  The FIRM deadline for 

registration is October 12 & 19.  If we do not receive 

10 registrations, the class will not be held  Register 

on District Website today! 

 

“Ministry in Small Churches (Advanced) led by 

Wade Goble/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be of-

fered on Saturday, October, 19, at 8:30am-4:30pm, 

at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio. .  

The FIRM deadline for registration is October 12.  If 

we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not 

be held  Register on District Website today! 

 

“Creating Sacred Space (Advanced) led by Wendy 

Lybarger/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered 

on Saturday, October, 26 at 8:30am-4:30pm, at 

Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.   The 

FIRM deadline for registration is October 19.  If we 

do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be 

held  Register on District Website today! 

 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you 

know, would be interested in participating, please reg-

ister when the time is open to do so! 
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PLEASE NOTE:  LOCATION OF THE 
CLASSES HAVE BEEN CHANGED 

TO LEIPSIC UMC, 127 W. MAIN ST., 
LEIPSIC, OH 

https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-development-day-2018


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

Women's Walks  Dates 

#106   February 7-10, 2019 

#107   June 13-16, 2019 

#108   October 10-13, 2019  

 

Men's Walks  Dates 

#80   March 14-17, 2019 

#81   November 7-10, 2019 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

Women’s Walks  Dates 

TBD 

 

Men’s Walks  Dates 

Men’s Walk #72  November 1-4, 2018 

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 
 

Women’s Walks  Dates 

   March 28-31, 2019  

   September 19-22, 2019  

 

Men’s Walk   Dates   
   February 21-24, 2019  

   August 22-25, 2019   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work.  
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls 
#51--January 25-27, 2019 
#52--July 12-14, 2019 
 

Boys  

#51--February 22-24, 2019 
#52--July 26-28, 2019 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

Girls -June 22-24, 2018 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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Local Church and Community Events 
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HAVE SCRAP METAL TO GET RID OF? 
SCRAP METAL DRIVE 

Do you have an antenna down from a storm?  Got sheet metal, or a chain-
link fence you’ve wanted to take down?  Here’s your chance to do good 

while cleaning up from a storm or cleaning out the garage, attic, basement, 
shed, backyard, etc. 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church Scrap Metal Drive ends September 30, 2019.   

 
All METAL accepted—anything and everything.  A dumpster is located in the parking lot at 
Tri-R Guns, 241 E. Second Street, Ottawa, waiting for your cast-offs through the summer.   
ABSOLUTELY NO TV’S, COMPUTER MONITORS, PAINT, TIRES, or AEROSOL CANS 
ACCEPTED.  All proceeds will go to Trustee projects at Trinity United Methodist Church.  

Call 419-523-6496 for more information. 

Community Meal PSA 
  
  
The Pandora United Methodist Church will be hosting a FREE Community Meal on Wed. Sept. 25th at 5:30 to 
7:00 pm. in the church fellowship hall, 108 E. Washington Street, Pandora.  The meal this month is provided 
Ted’s Market. The menu is Pulled pork sandwich, Au Gratin potatoes, green beans, beverage and dessert. 



Local Church and Community Events 
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Local Church and Community Events 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

DISTRICT CHRISTMAS PARTY 
SCHEDULED  

DECEMBER 2, 2019 
 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFO 

Laity Discernment Retreats 
 
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that call or what to do next?  If 
so, then this is the Retreat for you!  At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, dis-
cernment and what it means to be "called by our baptism".  We will learn ways to intentionally 
enter into a time of prayer about discernment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can 
help guide our journey.  We will also discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our 
churches and in our communities. 
Each retreat kicks off with an 8-hour Saturday session followed by a 3-hour session approxi-
mately six weeks later.  In between the two sessions, there will opportunities to read, re-
flect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a better understanding of your own 
call. 
 
Note: You are welcome to attend any session in any location and you do not need to attend both ses-
sions in the same region.  However, you need to attend the all-day Saturday retreat prior to attending 
the 3-hour follow up session.  
 
The events are online and ready for registration.  You can find them here: https://
www.westohioumc.org/conference/laity-discernment-retreats  You can also navigate to Ministries/
Discipleship/Laity Discernment Retreats. 
 
Capitol Area South & Foothills 
Saturday, November 9, 2019 and Thursday, January 9, 2020 at Crossroads Ministry Center of 
Lancaster First UMC  
Capitol Area North & Miami Valley 
Saturday, November 16, 2019 and Thursday January 16, 2020 at Urbana  UMC  
Ohio River Valley & Shawnee Valley 
Saturday January 11, 2020 and Thursday March 5, 2020 at Williamsburg UMC  
Northwest Plains & Maumee Watershed 
Saturday January 18, 2020 and Thursday March 12, 2020 at Bowling Green First UMC  
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Fall Mission Trip 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

Chatham, Illinois 

Always thought you’d like to go 

on a mission trip but felt you 

can’t do the heavy work?  Well 

join us now and you will find you 

can help! 

 

Some of the tasks include: work-

ing on mailings, sewing, assem-

bling school bags, layette kits, 

bedding packs,  medical suppli-

ers and cleaning buckets;  re-

pairing bicycles, sewing ma-

chines, and lawn mowers;  

building and varnishing school 

desks. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2019 
THRU 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2019 
 

 
COST: $225 PER PERSON 
 
Lodging will be in a heated/air 
conditioned, handicap accessible 
dormitory with two people per 
room. You will need to bring bed 
linens, towels, and toiletries.  
There are bunk beds in each room  
we usually use only the lower 
bunks.  However, if you would use 
a top bunk we would be able to al-
low for more than 16 participants. 
 
If you are a camper with an RV, 
there is a full hook-up available. Send Registration with check for 

TOTAL amount ($225 per person) 
to the District Office no later than 
September 13, 2019. 
 
Make check payable to: 
Northwest Plains District UMC 
 
Mail to: 
Northwest Plains District UMC 
910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH  45875 
 
Questions: 
Please contact: Marge Dresbach 
Phone: 419-943-2237  
Email: dresbach2@fairpoint.net 
 

 
 

CANCELLATIONS ARE NON-
REFUNDABLE 

Mission Trip Registration  
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

November 3-November 8, 2019 
 
Name (s) _______________________________________ 
 
Church ________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________ 
 
Email _________________________________________ 

N
o
rth

w
est P

la
in

s D
istrict U

M
C
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Liberty Chapel Youth Pastor 
Liberty Chapel is looking for a full-time Youth Pastor. Primary responsibilities would be ministries with Junior 
High and Senior High Youth along with coordination of ministries at The Rock youth center. Interested persons 
should send their resume to the church: 9474 County Road V, Liberty Center, OH 43532, 419-533-2881. Atten-
tion: Pastor Brad Martin. or to bmartin4477@gmail.com.  
 
The Youth Pastor’s main goal is to lead students through teaching scripture, developing youth ministries, and 
public relations with the congregation and community. He or she will provide regular short-term small group 
studies for youth to attend. The primary responsibility of this person is with the Junior High and Senior High 
Teams, but she or he will also provide resources for Children and Middle School Teams. The Youth Pastor will 
provide leadership in summer to the Junior High and Senior High Youth Ministries which generally includes 
mission trips among other activities. He or she will also coordinate ministries at The Rock youth center. 
 
Liberty Chapel United Methodist Church is a rural congregation near Liberty Center, Ohio. About 200 persons 
join together for worship and praise each Sunday. There is a good age-spread of children, youth, youth adults, 
and older adults. The church has a strong evangelical heritage, classic and contemporary worship services, a 
tradition of youth ministry, a youth outreach center in Liberty Center with after school programming and lots 
of dreams, and a Wednesday night student ministry with youth and children.  

Family Ministries Director 

Trinity and North Union United Methodist Churches in Van Wert, OH are entering a new era of mission 
and ministry by forging a strategic partnership, working together to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  North Union is a rural congregation and Trinity is an in-town, county seat 
congregation. 
 
Our new partnership is looking to hire a Family Ministries Director who will lead our children, young 
adult, and adult discipleship ministries.  We are looking for a candidate who will bring excitement and 
innovation to our congregations in order to grow our struggling discipleship ministries.  While both con-
gregations have vital discipleship with our youth and older members, both have struggled with children’s 
ministries and with the 25 – 50 age bracket.  With this new partnership, both congregations are willing 
and able to try new things to attract and disciple children and adults. 
 
Candidate should bring a strong faith, some level of experience and/or education, and have the energy 
to try new things.  A knowledge of United Methodist theology and polity is a plus.  We envision this posi-
tion to be 30 hours per week with salary commensurate with education/experience.  This position comes 
with continuing education funds but no other benefits. 
Please submit a resume and cover letter to Pastor Kurt Tomlinson @ krtom14@gmail.com. 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
mailto:krtom14@gmail.com


 
 
 
Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  Donating.  Really 
good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   

 

 

 

TV Stand for Sale 
We have recently wall-mounted our media and have 1 TV stand available for $25.00 to the first interested pur-

chaser. Please phone 419/238-0631   x302 for more information. Sherri Arn/Van Wert First United Methodist 

Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portable Sound Lectern 
Zion Grover Hill UMC is looking for a portable sound lectern.   Please contact Mike Waldron 419.238.1493 with 
any leads. 
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Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 
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http://folio.umc.org/GCFA---3122018_LP---GCFA-Insurance---3122018.html
http://tiny.cc/hf6sry
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/nominations-and-leader-development
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/pastorstaff-parish-relations-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/trustees3
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/finance-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-leader
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-member-of-annual-conference
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/financial-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/church-treasurer
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/membership-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/chair-of-church-leadership-team-administrative-council
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org

