THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO
MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A
world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING
in the likeness of

JESUS CHRIST
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Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance;
in troubles, hardships and distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard
work, sleepless nights and hunger...through glory and dishonor, bad report and good
report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as unknown; dying,
and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor,
yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 2 Corinthians
6:4–5, 8b–10, NIV
Dear Father in heaven, you are always near to us on earth, and we thank you for
all the love you put into our lives so that we can be joyful, even in all kinds of temptations and struggles. How much you have given us and how often you have rescued us
from distress! Again and again you have let the light of life shine out. You give us light
not only for the moment but also for the future, enabling us to draw strength and assurance from the present, the past, and the future, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Date of FOS:
Saturday, September 17, 2022
Drop off sites: Churches/Locations/Addresses/Times:
Defiance St. Paul’s UMC, 400 Wayne Ave., Defiance, 419.782.3751, Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
(Please call ahead)
Findlay Journey at Christ, 225 W. Bigelow Ave, Findlay, 419.422.6662, Mon.-Fri., 9:00 am to noon,
(Please call ahead.)
Spencerville Trinity, 119 N. Main St., Spencerville, 419.647.4451, Mon-Fri., 9:00 am – noon
(Please call ahead)
NWP District Office, 910 E. Third St., Ottawa, 800.589.7828, Mon.-Wednesday., 8 am-11:45 & 1 pm
to 3:30 pm (Please call ahead to make drop off arrangements) (9/5 Office closed for Holiday)
Van Wert First UMC, 113 W. Central Ave., Van Wert, 419.238.0631, Mon-Thurs., 8:30 am - 1:30 pm
& Friday 8:30-Noon (Please call ahead)
Wapakoneta First UMC, 504 Glynwood Rd., Wapakoneta, 419.738.8168, (Specific drop off dates are
September 6, 7, 8 from 9-4)
Dates for the kits to be dropped off to the locations above will be: August 29 through
September 7, 2022 or what works best for your location, but these dates will be communicated in the
newsletters – always best to call ahead first to be sure.
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Rev. Frederick Ray Sharritts died Monday, August 23, 2022
Rev. Frederick R. Sharritts, age 85 of Lancaster, went to be with his Lord on Aug. 23, 2022 at the
Pickering House. He was born in Connersville, IN on Sept. 30, 1936. He graduated from Wilmingon
College and then Seminary at Drew University. He was a United Methodist minister from 1963 until
retiring from Cavalry United Methodist Church in Bremen.
Rev. Sharritts also served these churches during his ministry in the West Ohio Conference: Prospect
1962; South Church 1964; Maple Grove Assoc 1967; Ada First (L) 1973; Scioto Ridge (CS) 1976; Lancaster Maple Street (N) 1980; Christ (CS) 1989; Newark Christ (N) 1992; Northern Hills (C) 1998; Bremen Calvary (N) 2001
He is survived by his loving wife of 65 years, Patricia L. Sharritts; children, Paul (Debbie) Sharritts,
John Sharritts, Stephen Sharritts, and Kathleen (Lee) Holmes; grandchildren, Pamela Sharritts, Ashley
(Tommy) Paul, Courtney (Jon) Hooper, Aaron (Anna) Swope, Stephanie (Greg) Sharritts-Fyffe, Amy
Swope, and Sarah Holmes; great grandchildren, Alex, Brandon, Rangely, Remington, Bastion, and
Nora; sister, Barbara Shroder; and several nieces and nephews.
A funeral service will take place on Tuesday, Aug. 30, at 10:30AM at the Frank E. Smith Funeral
Home, officiated by Rev. G. William Pursley; burial will follow at Forrest Rose Cemetery. Family and
friends may call on Monday from 4PM until 7PM with a Masonic service at 7PM all at the funeral
home. Donations can be made to Fairhope Hospice; 282 Sells Rd. Lancaster, OH 43130. Online
condolences can be made at www.funeralhome.com

Virtual ERT Recertification Class Set for October 15
On Saturday, October 15, from 9am-1pm, West Ohio will hold a virtual ERT recertification training using ZOOM.
The four-hour course will be taught by West Ohio ERT trainers and is approved by UMCOR. Registrants must complete a background check and submit a photo prior to the training in order to participate. The class is only for West
Ohio and East Ohio ERT’s who have already completed the 8-hour basic course and need to recertify. Cost of the
training is $20.
Click here (https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/virtual-ert-recertification-class-1) for more information or to register. Questions? Email mgrace@wocumc.org
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The ADAMHS Board continues to work with community members, agencies, churches, families, and
individuals to address mental illness and addiction needs in Hancock County. As a result of that work, I
wanted to provide you with a few updates on community events that may be of particular interest to
you.
•
•

•

Hope Lives Here: A Series on Suicide Prevention and Healing. This is a three-part series in Hancock County that will offer the following:
Saturday, September 10th – There will be an event to equip family members on warning signs, tips
on how to discuss suicide or concerns with children, and hear from a parent who has this experience with their child. Community resources will be available as well. The flyer is not yet available.
Hope & Healing Event – September 16th & September 17th. This event was designed due to several community conversations in which many of you participated. This is an educational and equipping
event designed to provide family members and faith leaders with the tools to help those turning to
alcohol and other substances to cope. At the end of the event, participants will be able to recognize
signs of substance use and mental illness, know how to respond, and know where to refer. Please
contact pastor Dan with any questions—dmetzger@stmarksfindlay.org .
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Come Grow with Us!
Seminary Hill Farm seeking people to help steward the land this fall.
Seminary Hill Farm covers 10 acres of the 80-acre campus of the Methodist Theological School in Ohio. It
is our mission to teach small-scale farming and produce good food for all in pursuit of a just, sustainable,
and generative world. The farm produces vegetables for the campus dining hall, a community supported
agriculture operation, and partners with multiple non-profit organizations to address food insecurity. Regenerative growing practices are continually evolving and include crop rotations, cover cropping,
composting, mulching, and mindful tillage.

2022 Fall Internships are available between August 22 and Nov. 11, 2022. Applications are also being
accepted for a March 2023 start date. Interns fully engage in stewardship tasks for seasonal vegetable
production, delivery, and farm-to-table processing for the Seminary Hill Farm kitchen. Prior farming and
gardening experience not required.
This position is open to all ages over 18. One does not need prior farming and gardening experience, but a
passion to learn and care for the Earth through agriculture. On site housing is provided. Sees seminaryhillfarm.org for the full position description.
To learn more about this opportunity, contact Laura Ann Bergman, SHF CSA/Volunteer/Intern Coordinator
at (740)803-1444 or seminaryhillfarm@mtso.edu

3-Pack Discount | Bishop Palmer's 2022 Fall
Faculty | All Times 10-12 EST
3-Pack Ohio Leaders: $75 | 3-Pack Non-Ohio
Leaders: $100
*3-Pack includes Pastor Rich Villodas' new
book, "Good and Beautiful and Kind: Becoming Whole in a Fractured World"
Click here to register for the 3-pack discount | DEADLINE to receive 3-pack discount and book is
September 14, 2022.
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A new “helpline” to support the changing landscape of ministry launches in West Ohio today.
Ministry is changing. While there are many great resources available to assist churches during specific ministry
seasons and challenges, leaders often don’t know where to go to access the help. The Ministry Resource HelpLine
was created to assist West Ohio’s near 1000 churches by providing friendly support to our congregations who are
looking for ministry resources during this season of change, while also responding to emerging needs and trends. If
you have questions concerning visioning, coaching, church structure, leadership questions, worship, revitalization
opportunities, staffing, new ideas, stewardship, or other emerging needs, please reach out and we will connect your
church to helpful solutions. “During times of change and uncertainty, a consistent presence is so important. We want
to reassure the churches in the West Ohio Conference that we’re listening and we’re here to support you,” Brad Aycock, Office of Fresh Starts & New Beginnings.
If your church has a question about a specific ministry topic or an emerging ministry related need, we invite you to
email the helpline – resources@wocumc.org or call 380.223.9302.

First Church announces Children’s Christmas Musical rehearsals
First United Methodist Church, located at 113 W. Central Avenue in Van Wert, Ohio is excited to announce
they will be presenting a children’s Christmas musical this year, “Arrest These Merry Gentlemen.”
All children from kindergarten up are welcome.
Rehearsals: Wednesdays, beginning September 14th, 5:30 – 6:30
(Sunday rehearsals added October 30th)
No audition required for choir. Signup for auditions for speaking parts and solos will be available.
Performance:
December 11th at 6:30 p.m.
Questions: Contact Chris Gordon, 614/530-3516 or capullins@hotmail.com
If you are looking for a home church or haven’t been to worship for a while, the loving congregation of First
United Methodist and Pastor Chris Farmer invite you to join them Sunday you are able. Weekly services are
streamed live at vanwertfirst.net.
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or
learn more about it contact Brad Martin.
I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus
Community. The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another community, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director |
bmartin4477@gmail.com

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
Women's Walks /Dates
TBD
Men's Walks/Dates
TBD
Findlay Gathering - 3rd Tuesday of each month

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
Women’s Walks /Dates
#85 October 6-9, 2022
Men’s Walks/Dates
#79 November 3-6, 2022

Chrysalis is a three day
experience of spiritual
renewal open to members of any Christian
denomination, ages 15
to 24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus
Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant to
inspire, challenge, and equip youth for
Christian action in their homes, churches,
communities and places of work.

Sidney Gathering – 2nd Tuesday of each month

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Greene Street UMC, Piqua
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
Delta UMC, Delta

Women’s Walks /Dates—TBD

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Men’s Walk/Dates—TBD

WHO SHOULD ATTEND A CHRYSALIS FLIGHT?

WHAT HAPPENS AT EMMAUS?

The “Walk to Emmaus” is a 72-hour experience. The weekend begins on Thursday
evening and ends Sunday evening. At Emmaus, you will spend three busy, but enjoyable days. The weekend is held at St. Mark’s UMC in Findlay. You will sing, pray, worship and have small group discussions. The talks are given by Pastors and Community
members with a theme of God’s grace.

HOW TO ATTEND?

To attend an Emmaus walk, you must have a sponsor – someone who has previously attended the weekend and is willing to support you in prayer and service. If you are
interested, please ask!

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER EMMAUS?

One of the primary strengths of Emmaus is the follow-up. Your weekend lasts only
three days, but you are invited to build on it for the rest of your life.

Young adults from 15 ½ to 22 years (student) can attend Chrysalis.
Chrysalis is for the development of Christian youth
who:
• wish to strengthen their friendship with Christ;
• may have unanswered questions about prayer, study,
and sharing their faith;
• understand that being a friend of Christ, or Christian,
involves responsibility.
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Maximize your online giving with Vanco
Having a robust online giving platform is key to realizing the financial resources your church needs to
thrive. If your online giving partner and platform is meeting all your needs, great! If not, read on.
Vanco is the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio’s and the Conference’s preferred online giving
partner. If you’re already with Vanco, the Conference partnership will lower your transaction and monthly
fees -- it’s the best pricing you can get. Make sure you’re signed up by calling Vanco at 800-675-7430 or
e-mail cs@vancopayments.com and mention you are a West Ohio Conference United Methodist church.
If your church is currently not signed up with Vanco:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

When signing up with Vanco and mention you are a United Methodist church with the West Ohio Conference, you are automatically given premium pricing. This means no monthly fee and the lowest percentage cost per transaction.
Vanco will provide your church with an online giving webpage, or you can integrate your current website
with theirs.
Your webpage is custom designed for your church’s needs and Vanco will provide step by step instructions. They have simplified the process so anyone can do it!
Vanco provides multiple tools to assist your church with increased contributions.
Vanco provides easy to follow reporting for your church’s reconciliation process.
Vanco easily stands out among other vendors with their enhanced security, so fraud is the least of your
worries.
Vanco is trusted with over 22,000 other churches!
Your church can also sign up to live stream your sermons. (With additional monthly fee.
The online giving platform through the West Ohio Conference will eventually phase out, so don’t miss
out on this opportunity.

Sign-up now! It’s simple, just call Vanco at 800-675-7430 or e-mail cs@vancopayments.com and mention you are a
West Ohio Conference United Methodist church.

Laity Session is September 10 at
Bethel International
Join Bishop Palmer and
Conference Co-Lay Leaders
Mitchell Harper and Shannon Spencer for Laity Session 2022
on Saturday, September 10, from 10:00am-12:00pm. Laity
Session will be held at Bethel International United Methodist
Church, 1220 Bethel Road, Columbus, and will include worship,
a message from Bishop Palmer, time for conversation, light refreshments, and a Laity Opportunity Fair.
All West Ohio lay persons are invited to attend, either in-person or
virtually. The virtual option will run from 10:00am-11:15am only, and
virtual attendees are encouraged to hold “watch parties” with other laity
so they can participate in conversation after Bishop Palmer’s message.
There is no cost to attend Laity Session, but pre-registration is required.
If you have questions, contact Sam Rodriguez at
srodriguez@wocumc.org.

Click here to register
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Greetings. I wanted let you know about a new grant opportunity for West Ohio churches, specifically created to encourage experimentation and innovation. Go Grants will resource innovative ministry ideas that help West Ohio churches develop relationships
beyond the walls of our buildings and within our communities, to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.
Grants will be awarded in four different categories:
1. Greenhouse Expressions/GHX {a new expression of church happening beyond the building}
2. Community Engagement {a ministry focused on serving and cultivating long-term relationships within your community}
3. Inclusion {a ministry focused on hospitality; intentionally fostering relationships of mutuality with all people}
4. Social Justice {a ministry focused on social transformation within your community}.
Applicants will complete a simple online form and upload a 90 second video. Visit westohioumc.org/GoGrants to learn more, to
request assistance in developing your idea, and to apply.

On November 20, all grant recipients and guests will be celebrated at Bishop’s Go Awards. This will be a gathering of innovators,
showcasing the new methods that West Ohio churches are using to engage the communities to make new disciples of Jesus
Christ. For more information, visit westohioumc.org/GoGrants.

Local Church and Community Events
HAVE SCRAP METAL TO GET RID OF?
SCRAP METAL DRIVE
Do you have an antenna down from a storm? Got sheet metal, or a chain-link fence you’ve wanted
to take down? Here’s your chance to do good while cleaning up from a storm or cleaning out the
garage, attic, basement, shed, backyard, etc.
Trinity United Methodist Church is having a Scrap Metal Drive starting now until the fall - All METAL
accepted – anything and everything. A dumpster is located in the parking lot at 241 E. Second Street, Ottawa,
waiting for your cast-offs. ABSOLUTELY NO TV’S, COMPUTERS OR MONITORS, PAINT CANS,
TIRES or AEROSOL CANS ACCEPTED. All proceeds will go to Trustee projects at Trinity United Methodist Church. Call 419-523-6496 for more information.
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Local Church and Community Events
Liberty Chapel UMC
7590 Sandusky Rd
Lima, OH 45801
Annual Youth BBQ Fundraiser
Drive Thru | Carry Out $ 10.00
Saturday October 8, 2022 4:00 - 6:30pm
Dinners include 1/2 chicken (and a roll) or a GIANT BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich, baked potato,
and green beans. Desserts are $1
ALL Proceeds Will Send Area Youth to Lakeside 2023

Administrative Assistant
Trinity United Methodist Church in Ottawa, Ohio is accepting resumes for our Administrative Assistant. This
position is twenty hours a week, Monday - Thursday. Please send resumes to: trinity_church@yahoo.com.
For a detailed job description and payment information please send inquires to trinity_church@yahoo.com.

Church Pianist
Looking for a church pianist to play at our 10:00 am traditional worship service and also accompany our
church choir. Contact Wapak First United Methodist Church at 419-738-8849.

Director of Ministry Development
The Family Life Center is looking for a Director of Ministry Development to help build this pro-life ministry. If you have a background in fundraising and are interested in helping to save babies and grow healthy
families in Auglaize County, this may be a job for you. If you have any questions, please contact board
chair Pastor Tim Benjamin at PastorTimBenjamin@gmail.com

Hymnals
Great Hymns of Faith 1974 Green Cover. 41 United Meth Hymnal 1989 Red Cover. 17 The Meth
Hymnal 1967 Purple Cover.12 Books. If interested Call Pastor Rick at 419-594-3411 or Barb Clark at
419-890-6190.

Church Pianist
Ada First UMC is seeking a pianist to play at our 10am Sunday worship service and accompany the choir
at rehearsals on Thursday evenings. Pay is $100 per Sunday. Please contact Rev. Brandi Rigsby
(rigsby@adaumc.org) for more information and a detailed job description.

Page 11

NWP Weekly Bulletin

September 5, 2022

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply
Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to
arrange for a Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply.
•

Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot
counties. She can be reached at 567-204-0329 or by email at bhoover1@woh.rr.com

•

Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He
can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at lzuvers@gmail.com

Resources
Local Church Officer Job Descriptions
Positions Required in All Congregations
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the
United Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these positions should
not be immediate family members (¶258.4)."
Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1)
Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2)
Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550)
Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4)
Lay Leader (¶251.1)
Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2)
Financial Secretary (¶258.4)
Church Treasurer (¶258.4)
Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242)
Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3)
LEARN MORE Discipleship Ministries | Local Church Officer Job Descriptions (umcdiscipleship.org)

Do you have news or something interesting to share? Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly
Bulletin e-mail list? Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 419.523.9901.
When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below:
Rev. Amy Haines, District Superintendent: ahaines@wocumc.org
Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org

