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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
419.523.9901 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

September 19, 2022 

 
NWP FALL CHARGE CONFERENCE INFORMATION  

Was recently sent out via email.  If you have not received 
your email notification, please contact the  

District Office. 
 

Important dates to remember: 
 

September 20- By this date, notify the District Office of 
your conference date, time, and Presiding Elder 

November 20 —  By this date, all charges conferences 
need to be completed 

December 1— By this date, online data entry must be 
submitted into the system 

13 Ways to Stay Connected with College  
Students 

  
Going to college brings significant change to a young per-
son’s life. Students often leave the communities where they 
have grown up, breaking the bonds with their local church. 
Finding a new church home that is a good fit can be difficult.  

  
Here are 13 ways local churches can help young people maintain their connection to 
God and a faith community.  Click here for ideas  

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/13-ways-to-stay-connected-with-college-students


You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles' 
wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, 
then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole 
earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. Exodus 
19:4–6 

Lord our God and our Father, we thank you for all the light you let shine on 
earth to gladden our hearts. Your light shows us how to live in your creation with 
open eyes and open hearts, accepting in a childlike way all the good gifts from 
your hand. How much good you send to many sorrowful hearts, and how much 
strengthening to those in weakness, poverty, and sickness! Grant that we may rec-
ognize what comes from you, that we are not cast down in spirit but mount up 
again and again on wings like eagles. May we learn to say at all times, "Through 
how much need has not our merciful God spread out his wings to protect us!" 
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First Church announces Children’s Christmas Musical rehearsals 
 

First United Methodist Church, located at 113 W. Central Avenue in Van Wert, Ohio is excited to announce 
they will be presenting a children’s Christmas musical this year, “Arrest These Merry Gentlemen.”  
 
All children from kindergarten up are welcome. 
 
Rehearsals:   Wednesdays, beginning September 14th, 5:30 – 6:30 
  (Sunday rehearsals added October 30th) 
No audition required for choir. Signup for auditions for speaking parts and solos will be available. 
Performance:  December 11th at 6:30 p.m. 
Questions:   Contact Chris Gordon, 614/530-3516 or capullins@hotmail.com 
 
If you are looking for a home church or haven’t been to worship for a while, the loving congregation of First 
United Methodist and Pastor Chris Farmer invite you to join them Sunday you are able. Weekly services are 
streamed live at vanwertfirst.net.  
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanks-
giving the life and ministry of: 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Kenneth Galdeen, age 87 of Middletown, OH passed away Tuesday, September 13, 2022 
 
He is survived by his wife Donna Galdeen of Middletown, OH; children: Thomas W. (Beth) Galdeen, Pamela (Craig) Cramer, Kenneth 
F. (Mary) Galdeen, Jeania M. (Robert) Williams; aunt Arlene Haefling; 9 grandchildren; 10 great grandchildren; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.  
 
During his ministry Rev. Galdeen served the following churches in West Ohio:  St Paul's, (EUB) 1964; Dunkirk Grace (L) 1969; Fort 
Recovery-Erastus (L) 1971; Willshire-Union (D) 1977; Pleasant Ridge (DS) 1980; Camden (DS) 1987; Ware's Chapel/West Manchester 
(DN) 1989; Germantown Good Shepherd (DS) 1996; New Carlisle First (S) 1998; West Carrollton Memorial (MIV) 2006; Ft McKinley 
(MIV) 2007 
 
Family and friends will be received on Sunday, October 2, 2022 from 2:00 pm until time of memorial service at 3:00 pm at Germantown 
United Methodist Church, 525 Farmersville Pike with Pastor Gary Wheeler officiating.  Interment will be private at Butler Memorial 
Park in Hamilton, OH.  Gard Funeral Home, Eaton, OH is assisting the family with arrangements. Memorial contributions may be sent 
to the Monroe Township Food Bank, 1060 Foos Road, West Manchester, OH 45382 or Hospice of Dayton, 324 Wilmington Avenue, 
Dayton, OH 45420.  Online condolences and other remembrances may be sent by visiting www.gardfuneralhome.com.  
 
 
Kay Elaine Ladd, 83, of Wauseon, Ohio passed away Tuesday September 6, 2022. Kay was the wife of Rev. Kenneth Ladd. 
Kay is survived by her husband of 61 years, Kenneth Ladd; children, Kevin (Meleah) of South Bend, Indiana, Kim (Javier) Lerma of 
Wauseon, and Karin of Wauseon; brother, Tom Saunders of Florida; nine grandchildren, Kelsey (Luke) Short, Ashley (Zach) Franz, 
Arryngton, Alasdair, and Aurelia Ladd, Adam (Riley) Lerma, Lucas and Levi Lerma, and Carlos Quintanilla; five great grandchildren, 
Aiden, Carter, and Emma Franz and Grayson and Alan Short, as well as several nieces and nephews. Kay was preceded in death by her 
parents and daughter, Kristine. 
 
Together Kenneth and Kay served the following churches in West Ohio Conference:  Bettsville-Salem 1962; Church of the Master, 
Wauseon 1965; St Paul's, Bloomville 1967; Chaplain, Maumee Youth Camp, Liberty Center 1968; Taylor, Wauseon (D) 1980; Counsel-
ing Center, Wauseon 1980; Delta Beulah (D) 1981; Clay Ebenezer/West Franklin (D) 1998; Assistant to DS, Maumee Watershed 
(MWD) 2006; Assistant to DS, Maumee Watershed & Wauseon North Dover (MWD) 2010; Assistant to DS, Maumee Watershed 
(MWD) 2011; FLO-IN Charge (MWD) 2018 
 
The family will receive guests on Tuesday, September 13, 2022, from 3:00-8:00 p.m. at Christ United Methodist Church, 215 N. Fulton 
St., Wauseon, Ohio. Her funeral service will be Wednesday, September 14, 2022, at 11:00 a.m., also at the church, with visitation from 
10:00 a.m. until the time of service. Pastor Rae Lynn Schleif officiating. Interment will follow at Wauseon Union Cemetery. Fellowship 
luncheon will follow at Christ United Methodist Church. Flowers may be delivered to the church on Tuesday between 12:00-3:00 p.m., 
however, instead of flowers, the family asks that memorial gifts be made to the American Diabetes Association or the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), in Kay’s honor. For additional information and to view Kay’s online obituary please click Here  
 

Virtual ERT Recertification Class Set for October 15  
 
On Saturday, October 15, from 9am-1pm, West Ohio will hold a virtual ERT recertification training using ZOOM. 
The four-hour course will be taught by West Ohio ERT trainers and is approved by UMCOR. Registrants must com-
plete a background check and submit a photo prior to the training in order to participate. The class is only for West 
Ohio and East Ohio ERT’s who have already completed the 8-hour basic course and need to recertify. Cost of the 
training is $20. 
 
Click here (https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/virtual-ert-recertification-class-1) for more infor-
mation or to register. Questions? Email mgrace@wocumc.org  

https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=15529&qid=4180040
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=15523&qid=4163564
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/virtual-ert-recertification-class-1
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org


Relevant, Timely Trainings to Multiply Your Impact 
 
Multiply Minis are live, interactive trainings for ministry leaders to break out of the 
norm and  hear fresh ideas. These Minis will encourage, inspire, and resource 
churches with the most current topics and innovative best practices from practitioners 
across West Ohio and beyond.   
 
Each participant will leave the 2 hour webcasts with practical, ready-to-use tools along with “the one big 
thing” to take home. At each Mini, you'll also learn about “Co-Labs”: specialized learning groups de-
signed to help you move from information to action.  
 
Multiply Minis are open and free for both clergy and lay in West Ohio.  Non-West Ohio partici-
pants can register for $20. 
*Space for each Mini is limited to the first 100 participants. 
*Deadline to register is the Friday before each Mini. 
*CEU's are available for each Mini. See registration for details. 
*All times listed are in Eastern Standard Time Zone.  
Developing a Discipleship Pathway to Strengthen Your Church 

October 25 | 10-12EST | Matt Lake 
In this Mini, United Methodist Pastor Matt Lake offers an overview of why an effective discipleship path-
way is critical for long-term sustainability. Participants will learn how your church can create it's own cus-
tomized process, leading to a culture of discipleship. While many churches succeed in raising up volun-
teers in their local settings, some congregations struggle with raising up disciples. We will explore a con-
gregational approach that leads to discipleship. At the conclusion of this Mini, participants will have the 
option to opt-in for more training. 
This clinic is free for West Ohio participants.  Non-West Ohio participants can register for $20. 
REGISTER HERE 
  
Reimagining the Church in the Wild: Rural Church Renewal for the 21st Century 

November 10 | 10-12EST | Rev. Tyler Kleeberger 
As the landscape of churches continues to change, what should the rural church look like? Can rural 
congregations struggling to survive find hope and new life? Even further, can healthy rural churches ac-
tually catalyze a different future for their declining communities and, possibly, the world? 
Rural churches may be primed to help lead the church into its future. From the historical role of rural 
churches in the frontier to the model of the early church and the sociological role of rural communities, 
the rural church has a tradition and assets to not only revitalize congregations, but the places those con-
gregations call home.  
The hope of the church in our changing world may just come from these communities that capture the 
essence of the church's mission since its origins: to be the guiding hand to the life of the places they are. 
This webinar will help you engage with how small towns have changed and generate ideas for how to 
approach rural church participation and leadership for the global mission of the church. 
Join this workshop that will explore: 
 
• The current state of rural places in light of our current cultural and ecclesiological shifts. 
• The history of rural churches and the principles that can still be used today. 
• Practical considerations for missional and contextual forms of ministry in rural churches. 
 
This clinic is free for West Ohio participants.  Non-West Ohio participants can register for $20. Register 
by October 10, 2022 to receive a free copy of Tyler's new book mailed directly to you, while supplies 
last. 
REGISTER HERE 
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https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/multiply-mini-developing-discipleship-pathway-strengthen-your-church
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/multiply-mini-reimagining-church-wild-rural-church-renewal-21st-century


Page 5                                                        NWP Weekly Bulletin  September 19, 2022 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development 
programs already available within the United Methodist connection. Through this 
system of equipping and empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow 
as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples. 

Zoom Classes 
 

Basic: October 15, 2022 - 8:30am to 4:30pm, learn more/register 
 
Advanced - Soul Reset, Relearning the Rhythms of Grace Through Daily Life 
with God: Wednesdays, Sep. 28 - Nov. 16 from 7-8:30pm, learn more/register 
 
Advanced - Embracing Personal Prayer: Saturday October 22, 29 and Novem-
ber 5 from 1-4:30pm, learn more/register 

https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/lay-servant-ministries/district/capitolareasouth/event/capitol-area-districts-basic-lay
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/lay-servant-ministries/conference/event/capitol-area-districts-lay-servant-advance-course-soul
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/lay-servant-ministries/district/northwestplains/event/nwp-advanced-lsm-course-embracing
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Greetings. I wanted let you know about a new grant opportunity for West 
Ohio churches, specifically created to encourage experimentation and inno-
vation. Go Grants will resource innovative ministry ideas that help West Ohio 
churches develop relationships beyond the walls of our buildings and within 

our communities, to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 
Grants will be awarded in four different categories: 

1. Greenhouse Expressions/GHX {a new expression of church happening beyond the building} 

2. Community Engagement {a ministry focused on serving and cultivating long-term relationships within your community} 

3. Inclusion {a ministry focused on hospitality; intentionally fostering relationships of mutuality with all people} 

4. Social Justice {a ministry focused on social transformation within your community}. 
 
Applicants will complete a simple online form and upload a 90 second video. Visit westohioumc.org/GoGrants to learn more, to 
request assistance in developing your idea, and to apply. 

 
On November 20, all grant recipients and guests will be celebrated at Bishop’s Go Awards. This will be a gathering of innovators, 
showcasing the new methods that West Ohio churches are using to engage the communities to make new disciples of Jesus 
Christ. For more information, visit westohioumc.org/GoGrants. 

Committed, Connected, Community Events 

This fall, Bishop Palmer will travel throughout the conference.  He encourages ALL United Methodists, laity and clergy, to gather at one 
of his “Committed, Connected, Community” Events.  
 
There will be a time of preaching, teaching and testimony.  You won’t want to miss it! 
Monday, September 26 at 7:00 p.m. 
Walnut Street UMC 
16 S Walnut Street (Corner of Main and Walnut) 
Chillicothe, OH 45601 
Thursday, September 29 at 7:00 p.m. 
St. Andrew’s UMC 
120 W Sandusky Street 
Findlay, OH 45840 
Monday, October 3 at 7:00 p.m. 
Mason UMC 
6315 Mason Montgomery Road 
Mason, OH 45040 
Monday, October 10 at 7:00 p.m. 
North Broadway UMC 
48 E. North Broadway 
Columbus, OH 43214  

https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/mailing/url?u=15485&qid=4108820


 

 

 

 

 

 

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

 

Women's Walks /Dates 

TBD 

 

Men's Walks/Dates 

TBD 
 

Findlay Gathering - 3
rd
 Tuesday of each month  

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#85 October 6-9, 2022 

 

Men’s Walks/Dates 

#79 November 3-6, 2022 

 

Sidney Gathering – 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month  
 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates—TBD 

 

Men’s Walk/Dates—TBD   
 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day 

experience of spiritual 

renewal open to mem-

bers of any Christian 

denomination, ages 15 

to 24. It is an oppor-

tunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant to 

inspire, challenge, and equip youth for 

Christian action in their homes, churches, 

communities and places of work.   

 
 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND A CHRYSALIS FLIGHT?     

Young adults from 15 ½ to 22 years (student) can at-

tend Chrysalis. 

 

 

Chrysalis is for the development of Christian youth 

who: 

• wish to strengthen their friendship with Christ; 
• may have unanswered questions about prayer, study, 
and sharing their faith; 
• understand that being a friend of Christ, or Christian, 
involves responsibility. 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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WHAT HAPPENS AT EMMAUS?       
The “Walk to Emmaus” is a 72-hour experience. The weekend begins on Thursday 
evening and ends Sunday evening. At Emmaus, you will spend three busy, but enjoya-
ble days. The weekend is held at St. Mark’s UMC in Findlay. You will sing, pray, wor-
ship and have small group discussions.  The talks are given by Pastors and Community 
members with a theme of God’s grace.   

HOW TO ATTEND? 
To attend an Emmaus walk, you must have a sponsor – someone who has previous-
ly attended the weekend and is willing to support you in prayer and service.   If you are 
interested, please ask!    

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER EMMAUS? 
One of the primary strengths of Emmaus is the follow-up. Your weekend lasts only 
three days, but you are invited to build on it for the rest of your life.  

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com


Local Church and Community Events 

HAVE SCRAP METAL TO GET RID OF? 

SCRAP METAL DRIVE   

Do you have an antenna down from a storm?  Got sheet metal, or a chain-link fence you’ve wanted to take 

down?  Here’s your chance to do good while cleaning up from a storm or cleaning out the garage, attic, base-

ment, shed, backyard, etc. 

Trinity United Methodist Church is having a Scrap Metal Drive starting now until the fall - All METAL accepted – 
anything and everything. A dumpster is located in the parking lot at 241 E. Second Street, Ottawa, waiting for your cast-
offs.  ABSOLUTELY NO TV’S, COMPUTERS OR MONITORS, PAINT CANS, TIRES or AEROSOL CANS 
ACCEPTED.  All proceeds will go to Trustee projects at Trinity United Methodist Church.  Call 419-523-6496 for more 
information.  
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Liberty Chapel UMC 
7590 Sandusky Rd 
Lima, OH   45801 
Annual Youth BBQ Fundraiser  
Drive Thru | Carry Out  $ 10.00 
Saturday October 8, 2022   4:00 - 6:30pm 

Dinners include 1/2 chicken (and a roll) or a GIANT BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich, baked potato, 

and green beans. Desserts are $1     

ALL Proceeds Will Send Area Youth to Lakeside 2023 
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Church Pianist 
 

Looking for a church pianist to play at our 10:00 am traditional worship service and also accompany our 
church choir.  Contact Wapak First United Methodist Church at 419-738-8849. 

The Family Life Center is looking for a Director of Ministry Development to help build this pro-life minis-
try.  If you have a background in fundraising and are interested in helping to save babies and grow healthy 
families in Auglaize County, this may be a job for you.  If you have any questions, please contact board 
chair Pastor Tim Benjamin at PastorTimBenjamin@gmail.com 

Director of Ministry Development 

Great Hymns of Faith 1974 Green Cover. 41 United Meth Hymnal 1989 Red Cover. 17 The Meth 
Hymnal 1967 Purple Cover.12 Books. If interested Call Pastor Rick at 419-594-3411 or Barb Clark at 
419-890-6190.   

Hymnals 

Ada First UMC is seeking a pianist to play at our 10am Sunday worship service and accompany the choir 
at rehearsals on Thursday evenings. Pay is $100 per Sunday. Please contact Rev. Brandi Rigsby 
(rigsby@adaumc.org) for more information and a detailed job description.  

Church Pianist 

Trinity United Methodist Church in Ottawa, Ohio is accepting resumes for our Administrative Assistant. This 
position is twenty hours a week, Monday - Thursday. Please send resumes to: trinity_church@yahoo.com. 
For a detailed job description and payment information please send inquires to trinity_church@yahoo.com.  

Administrative Assistant 

mailto:PastorTimBenjamin@gmail.com
mailto:rigsby@adaumc.org
mailto:trinity_church@yahoo.com
mailto:trinity_church@yahoo.com
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Resources 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the  

United Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of treas-

urer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these positions should 

not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   Discipleship Ministries | Local Church Officer Job Descriptions (umcdiscipleship.org) 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 419.523.9901.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Amy Haines, District Superintendent: ahaines@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 

 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to 
arrange for a Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Direc-
tors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District in-

cluding    Allen, Auglaize,   Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot 
counties. She can be reached at 567-204-0329 or by  email at  bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com 

 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including      
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  Putnam, and Williams counties. He 
can be reached at  419.636.2329 or by  email at lzuvers@gmail.com 
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/nominations-and-leader-development
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/pastor-staff-parish-relations-committee
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/trustees3
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/finance-committee2
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/lay-leader
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/lay-member-of-annual-conference
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/financial-secretary
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/church-treasurer
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/membership-secretary
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/chair-of-church-leadership-team-administrative-council
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org

