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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
800.589.7828 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 16, 2020 

 

Important dates to remember: 
 

November 23 —  By this date, all charge conferences 
need to be completed 

December 4 — By this date, online data entry must be 
submitted into the system 

 
 
 

 
 

Pastors… 
 

2020 Church/Charge Conferences are well on 
their way.  Please be sure you are taking the 
time and filling your forms out online.  Any 
questions, contact the District Office.  The in-
structions can be found in the Church/Charge 
Conference packet that was emailed to you 
mid-August 2020.  Important to remember the 
dates just below. 

 
Thank you! 

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc


Dear Ones in Christ Jesus: 
 
My hope and prayer are that this note finds you well in body, mind, and spirit. I was not scheduled this 
week to offer any word about our practice of ministry in a COVID environment. But you cannot un-hear 
what you have heard. I experienced yesterday as an information and exhortation dump. We heard from 
Governor DeWine and I was able to talk directly with some staff leaders at OhioHealth. That said it is at 
the very least time to revisit how we go about our ministry in this season. It feels like in many ways and 
places we were hitting a new stride in local church ministry. I am ever so grateful, humbled, and pleased 
at the progress we have made in West Ohio. But we do not live just to ourselves or for ourselves. We live 
in a connected interdependent world. The question that we are always called to wrestle with is in Luke 
10:29: …and who is my neighbor? 
 

The current COVID data on infections, transmission, hospitalizations, and deaths are moving in the wrong direction. In some 
instances, current numbers are exceeding what we saw in the Spring and Summer. So, it is time to pull together to seek the best 
for ourselves and our neighbors. I join you in feeling exhausted so to speak from all of the preemptive practices, but this is a mo-
ment to choose again to think about the long haul. Not a day goes by now when there are not new reports from all over the con-
ference of multiple people exposed or diagnosed with COVID. This includes pastors, church staff and members. One colleague at 
this writing has eight parishioners hospitalized with COVID and over the last month has had six COVID involved funerals. 
 
So, you need to know I am not “shutting you down.” I am however asking you in your context to do what will protect and pre-
serve life. If you are able to pause some in person gatherings for the next couple of weeks without your bottom falling out you 
have my support. If you chose to have in person church gatherings and will do so employing clear and strict protocols you have 
my support. 
Many of our churches have done this exceedingly well. I have worshiped and preached in a number of these settings. Their best 
practices and what I commend to you and expect from you look like this: 
 
• Defined limit on the number of people in the room based on the room size 

• Clear and observed distancing guidelines sitting or standing; six feet is the minimum 

• Wiping down surfaces that people use and will use in bathrooms, offices, sanctuaries, and meeting rooms 

• Temperature checks for all people entering the facility 

• Masks or shields worn consistently 

• Visible and easy access to hand sanitizing 

• As you are able improving air movement and filtration systems 
 
The Gospel reading for Sunday, October 25 included this exchange between our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and an unnamed 
inquirer: 
 
‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 
 
Doing our part in this crisis as followers of Jesus calls for us to do good and seek life for ourselves and our neighbor. Be encour-
aged once again with these words from John Wesley: 
 
“Do all the good you can, 
 By all the means you can, 
 In all the ways you can, 
 In all the places you can, 
 At all the times you can, 
 To all the people you can, 
 As long as ever you can.” 

 
Yours in Christ,  
+Gregory V. Palmer  
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To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be certain of the things we 
cannot see. Hebrews 11:1, TEV 
 
Lord our God, we come to you in community of faith and trust, in expectation 
that you will act. May our hearts be strengthened in all the pain and in all the 
conflicts of our world. Reveal your will, Almighty God, and protect those you have 
appointed as our leaders and rulers. Let your will be made plain to them. O Lord 
God, help your people in these times and give them strength to wait expectantly 
for what is good, to live and serve in this expectation. Grant your help to all who 
strive for this. We can all tell of the help that comes from you, for you always sup-
port us with your power, also in hard times. Amen. 

 
 
 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 and the safety of 
everyone there will be no District Clergy Christmas  

Gathering this year! 
 

STAY SAFE! 
 
 
 

Pre-Retirement Webinar 
 

Thinking about retiring in the next 3-5 years? If so, Wespath will be hosting a Pre-retirement webi-
nar Thursday, November 19 from 11:00 a.m. until noon, Central time. To register, please click here 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4155549626161752076. Topics to be covered include the 2021 
retirement process, distribution options for cash balance plans, annuity options for lifetime income plans, 

and options for deferring your benefits. 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4155549626161752076


Page  4                                                        NWP Weekly Bulletin  November 16, 2020 

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanks-
giving the life and ministry of: 
 
 
Rev. Rebecca Gray who died Thursday, November 5, 2020. She was a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. She served appointments at McKendree, Lilly Chapel Trinity, Ostrander, Rum Creek, Fostoria High Street, Wapa-
koneta Salem, Pulaski and Evansport churches. She also served appointments at the Jung Institute in Zurich, Switzerland and OhioHealth 
HomeReach Hospice at Riverside Methodist Hospital. 
 
In keeping with Rebecca’s request, there will be no services. Her arrangements have been entrusted to the Grisier Funeral Home in 
Stryker, Ohio.   
 
Lois Hughes who died Saturday, November 7, 2020. She was married to the late Rev. Richard Hughes Jr. who was a retired pas-
tor from the West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served appointments at Manchester Trinity, Quincy, Carey, Cin-
cinnati Bethlehem, Dayton Ohmer Park, and Urbana churches. 
 
Preceding her in death along with her husband, Richard was her son, Richard L. Hughes III and brothers, Homer Jr. and Howard McEw-
en. Surviving are children: Stephen (Robin) Hughes, Sharon Mills, Cynthia (Ron) Smith, and Deborah (Jack) Wheeler; grandchildren: 
Kara (John) Cappellano, Aaron (Lisa) Mills, Mark (Nicole) Smith, Richard Hughes IV, Tim (Mindy) McClure, Sarah (Jason) Hammond, 
Laura Wheeler, Jacob (Tara) Wheeler and Mark (Carli) McClure; great-grandchildren: Julie and Traci Cappellano, Matthew and Benja-
min McClure, Abigail, Owen and Luke Smith, and Madeline and Henry Hammond; and great-great-grandchildren, Tia and Tori Ja-
blonski. 
 
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you consider a contribution to Powell UMC at the address above, Richmond UMC, 8538 Delaware 
Drive, Bangor, Pennsylvania 18013 or The Alzheimer’s Association of Central Ohio, 1379 Dublin Road, Columbus, Ohio 43215.  

Time Sensitive Information Regarding Boy Scouts of America 
 

Abuse in any form, but particularly against children in the care of trusted organizations, is a serious 
matter that affects people throughout their lives. Earlier this year, the Boy Scouts of America (“BSA”) 
filed for bankruptcy to protect itself against a growing number of sexual abuse claims. The deadline for 
claims against the BSA is November 16, 2020. Pastors, if your church has a history of, or is currently 
sponsoring a Boy Scout troop, Cub Scout pack or Venturing Crew please check your email for more 
detailed information from Bishop Palmer and Bill Brownson. Questions should be directed to: 
boyscouts@wocumc.org  Please read the Explanation Memo and FAQ.  

Skilled, Adult Volunteers Needed for Dayton Rebuild 
 
Many of the repair and rebuilding needs of Dayton’s tornado survivors were put on hold when the pandemic 
hit. Now, skilled adult volunteers are needed for day-only work in Dayton (no overnights – teams drive in and 
out each day). Volunteers must follow specific protocols including no more than 10 people per work site 
(larger teams may be split between sites), maintaining 6 feet between volunteers, wearing masks, not sharing 
and/or disinfecting tools after use, self-assessing for fever or symptoms prior to arrival, and no volunteers 
who are immune compromised or have been exposed to the virus. If your team meets these criteria and you 
are interested in serving tornado survivors in Dayton, email mgrace@wocumc.org for more information. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.powellumc.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7C55a527853d314b61b46608d8874aa224%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637408101901210849%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLj
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Frichmondumc.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7C55a527853d314b61b46608d8874aa224%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637408101901220840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwM
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alz.org%2Fcentralohio&data=04%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7C55a527853d314b61b46608d8874aa224%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637408101901230830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
mailto:boyscouts@wocumc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/333ccf92-d005-4b5a-a9e9-3ba405b46d13.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/c809721f-7891-4139-83ae-375de359472e.pdf
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org


At the West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church we know how important it is to have comprehensive, afford-

able health benefits. That is why we offer a competitive plan that can provide protection, peace of mind, and savings. 

 
It is time for you to begin thinking about your 2021 benefits. The West Ohio Conference conducts an annual open enroll-

ment period during which benefits-eligible employees can enroll in, or make changes to, their benefits. Open enrollment 

for the 2021 plan year will begin on November 1, 2020 and will end on November 20, 2020. 

 
Your Responsibilities During Open Enrollment 
Your 2021 Benefits Guide is attached to help you evaluate current benefit offerings for you and your family. Please take a minute to 

review your benefits to make sure they still meet your needs. 

 
If you want to change any of your current benefit elections, you will need to contact Sandi George, Benefits Coordinator, 

directly. Contact information is provided below. If there are no changes, no further action is necessary.  

 
NOTE: After open enrollment, you cannot make changes to your coverage during the year unless you experience a change in family 

status, such as: 

 
Loss or gain of coverage through your spouse 
Loss of eligibility of a covered dependent 
Death of your covered spouse or child 
Birth or adoption of a child 
Marriage, divorce, or legal separation 
Change in employment status 

 
You have 30 days from a change in family status to make changes to your current coverage. 

 
Where to Find More Information 
More information about our benefit plans will be available during the upcoming open enrollment webinars on Thursday, 

November 5 from 2pm-3pm and Thursday, November 12 from 10am-11am.  
Join Zoom Meeting Thursday November 5th from 2pm-3pm 
https://wocumc.zoom.us/j/95444664820?pwd=ZkJobTFrUmJJODFQUitYbTFiajJnZz09  
Meeting ID: 954 4466 4820 
Passcode: 021802 

Join Zoom Meeting on Thursday November 12th from 10am-11am 
https://wocumc.zoom.us/j/92368666941?pwd=dlNadU9BOXA3RzNPTURJaVZWWUY2dz09  
Meeting ID: 923 6866 6941 
Passcode: 279161 

Benefit Resource Center  
We encourage you to contact the USI Benefit Resource Center (BRC) Team. The Benefit Specialists at USI are experienced profession-

als and their primary responsibility is to assist you! They can answer many of the benefits questions you have, or they will help you 

find an answer. 
  

Monday through Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm Eastern & Central Standard Time 
Phone:  855-874-0829 

Email:  BRCMidwest@usi.com 

Questions 
If you have questions in the meantime, contact Sandi George at 614-844-6200 extension 312 or via e-mail at 

sgeorge@WOCUMC.org. 
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mailto:BRCMidwest@usi.com
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Northwest Plains District is Available by Phone & Email 
 
The Northwest Plains District remains closed to visitors but the work 
of the staff continues. You should expect responses by telephone 
and email. Messages left in the general voicemail will be forwarded to 
staff the same day.  Thank you. 

Corona Virus Resources 
  
CAN Town Hall Resources 
Rev. Linda Middelberg and Rev. Karen Cook recently held Town Hall meetings in the district on returning to wor-
ship.Click here to see the resources and best practices that were shared during those meetings.   This information in-
cludes a sample congregational survey, proposed reopening plan template, social distancing seating capacity calcula-
tions, etc. 
  
Suggested Guidelines and Considerations for Returning to Worship 
To print or download these guidelines click here. 
  
Cokesbury Offers Worship Supplies including, masks, sanitizers, signage, etc. See more here. 
  
One Stop Corona Virus Resources kept UPDATED can be found here.  
  
CDC Guidance for Communities of Faith can be found here. 
 
State of Ohio Best Practices for Places of Worship can be found here 
   
Planning for Church Life After Covid-19 from UM Communications, read the article here. 
 
Worship Supplies  If you are not able to obtain single-serve communion cups and other worship supplies from Cokes-
bury, we have had luck with Concordia Supply,  https://www.concordiasupply.com/. 

Dear Friends, 
 
I hope this finds you doing well and staying healthy! Once again this year, Bishop Palmer has made a vid-
eo for our charge conferences. We are sending you the link to where you can download this video and I 
invite you to play it at your charge/church conference this fall. It is around 7 minutes and should be easily 
downloadable. As always, if you have any problems, please let us know here at the office. 
 
I also remind you that your district staff lifts you up in prayers regularly and often. I am so grateful for your 
faithful service and all that you do for Christ! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eA9qKp3evQ8 
 

Note from Barry and YouTube Link from Bishop Palmer 

https://www.capitolareanorth.org/district/capitolareanorth/news/can-district-town-hall-meeting-resources
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/news-item/return-public-church-guidelinesapril-30-2020.pdf
https://www.cokesbury.com/church-supplies-cleaning-safety-supplies?utm_source=cokesbury&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=supplies&utm_content=safety&bxid=MjYxMDQ4NDE1MTYxS0&spMailingID=5504086&spUserID=MjYxMDQ4NDE1MTYxS0&spJobID=1040339179&spReportId=MTA0MDMz
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/covid-19-coronavirus-resources
https://www.capitolareanorth.org/sites/default/files/district/capitolareanorth/documents/pdf/news-item/cdc-interim-guidance-communities-faith.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/Religious-Services.pdf
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/planning-for-church-life-after-covid19?utm_source=mycom&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=06/09/20paidd
https://www.concordiasupply.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eA9qKp3evQ8
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Family Camping Available Through Fall at all 3 West Ohio Camps 
 

Camping is a great way to safely escape with family for fun exploring the great outdoors. West Ohio Camps is offer-
ing family cabin rentals and campsites through the fall.  
 
What better time than now to get away from your busy lives and experience the very nature God created with your 
loved ones. Everything will be done as a family. Lodge together, Canoe together, take a guided night hike togeth-
er. We have a variety of lodging and camping options to fit your needs. You can choose to provide your own meals 
or eat in our dining hall. 
 
 
Camps Otterbein and Wesley have Wi-Fi access and can be perfect get-away for working parents and students 
online. Camp Widewater has outdoor camping and tent camping, as well as Wi-Fi access indoors.  
 
Schedule now for fall hikes, changing colors and crisp night campfires. Go to our website for more details: https://
www.westohiocamps.org/camp/news/family-cabin-rentals 

Re-entry Kit Challenge a Huge Success 
  
Thank you all so much for making the COVID-19 Reentry Hygiene Kit Challenge a HUGE 
success. 
 
Sixty five groups contributed 2,300+ full kits with masks and an additional 2,400 plus 
masks! In addition, several groups have indicated they are still in process of making kits, 
some of our ODRC partnering institutions are asking if we will have more masks and kits to 
contribute. 
 
The planning team wishes to encourage these good works to continue, and efforts have 
begun to continue collecting kits for distribution to local prisons.  
 
Thank you again. The planning team is deeply grateful for your efforts. 
  
With joy, 
Reba Collins 
All-In Community Consultant  

IMPORTANT:  Counties in Ohio that are now at a  
RED Covid level  

 

Covid-19 cases in Ohio are increasing. You can view the county map here.  
 
If your county is Red, the pastor should work with their Health Department and Leadership team to determine 
the best solution for their congregation. We do not have a mandatory shut down until the county gets to Purple.   
 
In both Red and Orange counties, churches should be very strict on enforcement of the protocols of wearing masks, 
keeping social distance, providing as much air flow as possible, and keeping surfaces and hands sanitized.   

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system


It's Time to Apply for Paycheck Protection Plan  
Loan Forgiveness 

 

Most Small Business Administration (SBA) lenders and participants are now opening up their online portals for 
PPP borrowers to apply for loan forgiveness. Conference CFO, Bill Brownson, has this guidance for your 
church.  First, be in touch with your lender and follow their guidance; they’re the key to everything. Second, sub-
mit qualified expenses in excess of your loan amount, if possible. The lender may disqualify some expenses and if 
they do, you’ll want enough other expenses to maximize the amount of your loan that’s forgiven. Remember, 
there’s no guarantee all of your loan will be approved for forgiveness. Third, be patient. Millions of borrowers will 
be applying for forgiveness and the processing won’t happen overnight. It may take weeks to learn how much of 
your loan is forgiven. Until then, the funds you received remain a loan.   

Counting Attendance During Covid Season and Beyond 
 

Worship attendance, under normal circumstances, is recorded as the number 
of participants at regularly scheduled worship times. This includes Sundays 
and other days of the week when worship is practiced, as well as regular reli-
gious services. Children and youth ministries that feature sharing of the gos-
pel, praying and singing can be included if held on a regular basis – assuming 
participants are not already counted during the main worship service. All of 
these can be counted and added to your average worship attendance. Note 
that funerals and weddings are not regularly scheduled and should not be 
counted. 
 

Online worship is a bit different. How do we know if a Facebook viewer is on for 20 seconds or the entire ser-
vice? Facebook has metrics available to publishers and page editors with information such as total minutes 
viewed, peak viewers, unique viewers, 10-second views and average completion percentage. If possible, use 
these as they can help distinguish between actual worshippers and web surfers. 
 
Here are suggestions on ways to count worship attendance: 
2020 has 52 Sundays. Subtract the Sundays your church was closed due to COVID-19. Divide that number 
(i.e. 52-10 = 42 weeks) into your total worship attendance to get your 2020 average. 
 
If you offer online worship, try to get accurate counts for all weeks online worship was offered. Add those num-
bers to your regular worship attendance and divide by 52 weeks. The calculation for online worship should be 
the number of hits on your sermon times a 1.6 multiplier. The average is that for each hit, 1.6 people are 
watching. Also, add regular online or in-person Fresh Expression worship venues. 
 
The Breakthrough Goal reports are being updated, along with the church year-end report, so you can 
report worship in three categories: regular face-to-face live worship, online worship and Fresh Expression-type 
services. Record them separately and then total them for the required reports. 
 
Perhaps most importantly, if you are currently doing online worship, do not stop when the virus goes away! 
Thirty percent of Americans work on Sundays. They need opportunities to worship in alternative ways and to 
be invited into your worship.  
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Northwest Plains District Angel Tree Challenge.  
 
Over 25 Angels in the Northwest Plains District Need Your Love This Christmas 
As many of us struggle with whether we will be able to see our families during the holiday season, one group of chil-
dren will not be seeing their mom or dad. Due to the COVID pandemic, even a Christmas visit may not be possible.  
 
In our Northwest Plains District, we know of 29 children with an incarcerated parent who desperately wants to let their 
child know they are loved. Through Prison Fellowship‘s Angel Tree ministry, you can help an incarcerated parent 
strengthen the bond between them and their child living in your community. More than that, you can let a family know 
you see them and care about their well-being while their loved one is away.  
All In Community challenges our local churches to step up and serve locally every single Angel in our District. Imag-
ine the joy and love we can share in our communities this Christmas. Below is a list of counties that still have Angels 
who need to know they are loved by their mom or dad and their neighbors this Christmas.  
 

 
 
To register your church or to sponsor a child yourself, CLICK HERE.  The deadline for churches to register is Friday, 
November 20th.  Visit Angel Tree’s website at https://www.prisonfellowship.org/about/angel-tree/angel-tree-christmas/ 
for a deeper look at the Angel Tree program and Prison Fellowship.  Also, below is a downloadable PDF with program 
informational and execution plans for congregations.  
Check out this All In Community Webinar with Michelle Payette, Angel Tree Regional Coordinator, as she talks about 
the greater gift of sharing Jesus’ love with vulnerable families in your community. You never know what a gift of pres-
ence and recognition can mean in one’s journey toward Christ.  

So, do for one what you wish you could do for everyone and touch an Angel this Christmas!   
For questions, contact Michelle Payette, Angel Tree Regional Coordinator, at (571) 252-6839 
michelle_payette@pfm.org.  

 

Coats for Kids Campaign Underway in Ohio 
 
The Governor’s Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives in partnership with Operation Warm is excited to 
announce the launch of our annual Coats for Kids Campaign.   
 
Operation Warm is a national nonprofit that manufactures brand-new high-quality coats for children in need. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has taken a toll on the nation’s most vulnerable communities and more families than ever are in 
need of assistance. 
 
The support of our donors will fund coat giving programs that will allow us to meet the influx of need for coats ex-
pected in our communities. 
 
This program is funded as part of the federal Administration for Children and Families (USACF) grant program. 
All organizations wishing to receive coats through this program are subject to certain contractual and regulatory 
requirements applicable to the federal grant, and must agree to and sign the Operation Warm Subgrant Agreement.  
 
Additionally, all organizations receiving coats through this program must be able to distribute at least 150 coats and 
satisfy the needy family criteria established under TANF and complete the Program Eligibility Application.  
If your organization is interested in applying to receive and distribute coats this year for qualifying children, please see 
the attached flyer for details.  Please also observe the following timeline below. 
Nov 6                   Operation Warm 2020 Campaign launches   
Nov 6 – 17          Registration begins at www.faith-based.ohio.gov 
Nov 23                Organizations are notified by Operation Warm that they were selected 
Nov 30                Coats are shipped as soon as subgrant agreements are received 

Williams 22 

Wyandot 7 

All In Community 

https://www.prisonfellowship.org/about/angel-tree/register/?utm_source=PF-Website&utm_medium=Display-Lander&utm_campaign=MKG-AT-CH-Reg-FY21&utm_content=G-WB&utm_source=PF-Website&utm_medium=Display-Lander&utm_campaign=MKG-AT-CH-Reg-FY21&utm_content=G-WB
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.prisonfellowship.org%2Fabout%2Fangel-tree%2Fangel-tree-christmas%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLMoore%40wocumc.org%7Ce30b3993330147ac429808d884b7e2bb%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C1%7C637405
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0arHoQHkN1k&feature=emb_logo
mailto:michelle_payette@pfm.org
https://governor.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/governor/priorities/faith-based-initiatives/welcome/


 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant 

lay leadership development programs already availa-

ble within the United Methodist connection. Through 

this system of equipping and empowering, lay serv-

ants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other 

disciples  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW CLASSES 

COMING IN THE 

SPRING OF 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you 

know, would be interested in participating, please reg-

ister when the time is open to do so! 

 

 

 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com 
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Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

 

Women's Walks /Dates 

 

October 8 – 11, 2020—CANCELLED 

  

 

Men's Walks/Dates 

November 5 – 8, 2020—CANCELLED 

 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#82 -  10/15/2020 - 10/18/2020—POSTPONED 

 2/18/2021—2/21/2021 
7/15/2021—7/18/2021  
10/07/2021-10/10/2021 

 

 

Men’s Walks/Dates 

#76 -  11/05/2020 - 11/08/2020  - POSTPONED 

3/18/2021—3/21/2021  
11/4/2021—11/7/2021  

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

    

Men’s Walk/Dates   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work. 2020 events have been canceled. 

2021 are listed below. 
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls Flight #53 

Feb. 19,20,21, 2021  

Girls Flight #54 

July 30,31, Aug 1 2021 
 

Boys Flight #53 

March 5,6,7, 2021 

Boys Flight #54 

July 9,10,11 2021 

 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Local Church and Community Events 
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Campaign Vision and Purpose 
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congre-
gations and in turn multiply the number of people who are choosing to live 
in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan 
way, passionately and respectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context 

and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in 
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, 
Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

NUTS FOR SALE 
 

ST JOHN'S UNITED METHODIST WOMEN FROM COLUMBUS GROVE IS HAVING 
THEIR ANNUAL NUT SALES.  NUTS THAT WE HAVE ON HAD ASRE PECAN PIEC-
ES LARGE AND MEDIUM FOR 9.50 PER ONE POUND BAG, CASHEWS FOR 9.75 

ONE POUND BAG, MIXED NUTS FOR 9.25 IN ONE POUND BAGS, PECAN HALVES 
FOR 10.00 ONE POUND BAGS.  IF INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT TINA WIL-
LIAMS AT 419-659-2807 AND LEAVE A MESSAGE WITH YOUR  NAME, PHONE 

NUMBER AND WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE.  THERE IS NO DEADLINE AS WE WILL 
SELL UNTIL THEY ARE GONE.  

 
 

Thank you! 

Community Meal PSA 
  

  
The Pandora United Methodist Church will be hosting a FREE Community Meal on  

Nov. 18th 5:30 – 7 pm, at the church, 108 E. Washington Street, Pandora.  The meal this month is provid-
ed by Frist National Bank. Menu :shredded chicken sandwich, mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans,  

cookie.  
 

  THIS WILL BE DRIVE THROUGH ONLY. 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  Donating.  Really 
good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   
 

Stoles remaining 
Women Clergy Alb recently found a home, but various stoles are still available.   Free for the taking. Can be picked 
up here at the District Office.  Please call at 419-523-9901 or email at lmoore@wocumc.org.   
 

 
 

NEED ANYTHING ADVERTISED 
 

IN THE 
 

DISTRICT CLASSIFIEDS? 
 

DROP ME AN EMAIL WITH 
 

FULL DETAILS 
 

AND  
 

WE WILL GET IT IN THE NEXT RELEASE 
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Click on below link to view the job posting for  St. Luke's United Methodist Church for an Assistant Di-
rector for Student Ministry  

 
http://hireayouthpastor.com/churches/2336/jobs/3055 

Just North (United Church of Christ, on Henderson Road in Columbus) is searching for a trained Intentional 
Interim Minister to work with our congregation for the next couple of years as we transition between Pastor 
Eric (who we will miss after he retires this year after almost two decades of service) and our new settled 
pastor.  Please share the word and direct any inquiries to justnorthoffice@gmail.com. Here’s a link to the 
job posting on our conference website.   

TRINITY VAN WERT IS SEEKING WORSHIP LEADER 

Trinity United Methodist Church in Van Wert is looking for a Worship Leader for our Praise Team.  This position 

consists primarily of 1 weekly rehearsal and 2 Sunday morning worship services and assisting the Youth Director 

with the Youth Praise Band.  The position is able to be negotiated, but primary responsibilities are: 

• Maintaining/developing team atmosphere among the volunteer Praise Team 
• Scheduling Praise Team members 
• Leading rehearsals to prepare for Sunday morning 
• Choosing music for Sunday morning based on Pastor's sermons 
• Maintaining music database 
• Working with the Youth Director to develop the Youth Praise Band 
• Ensuring worship graphics are prepared for worship 

 
While we would like a Leader who is able to lead worship, we have many in our Praise Team that can do so.  This 
position is as much about organization and team building as it is about leading worship.  Salary is negotiable in the 
$110 - $130/week range dependent on experience and availability. 
Candidates can email resume and references to Jody Bigham, Office Manager.  tumcvanwert@gmail.com.  419-238-9541  

http://hireayouthpastor.com/churches/2336/jobs/3055
http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/S-C-Guide-for-Interim-Pastors.pdf
http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/S-C-Guide-for-Interim-Pastors.pdf
mailto:justnorthoffice@gmail.com
http://oppsearch.ucc.org/web/fastdetails.aspx?id=4117&KeepThis=false&TB_iframe=true&height=&width=
http://oppsearch.ucc.org/web/fastdetails.aspx?id=4117&KeepThis=false&TB_iframe=true&height=&width=
mailto:tumcvanwert@gmail.com


Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 
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http://folio.umc.org/GCFA---3122018_LP---GCFA-Insurance---3122018.html
http://tiny.cc/hf6sry
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/nominations-and-leader-development
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/pastorstaff-parish-relations-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/trustees3
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/finance-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-leader
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-member-of-annual-conference
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/financial-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/church-treasurer
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/membership-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/chair-of-church-leadership-team-administrative-council
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.umcdiscipleship.org%2Fresources%2Flocal-church-officer-job-descriptions&data=02%7C01%7CLMoore%40WOCUMC.org%7Cdc18c15b624b4dae2dcc08d8326d96d1%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C63
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org

