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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
419.523.9901 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

November 15, 2021 

Location—TBD and more details to come at a later date 

SAVE-THE-DATE 
JANUARY 29, 2022 

Advent and Christmas Resources for 2021 
   

Here are several resources to help you 

in your advent planning. 

 
Click below to explore the "Come Home for 
Christmas" worship series, read the advent candle lighting liturgy, 
and dive deep into a podcast discussion around Advent planning 
for this season and into 2022. 

Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy 2021  New Advent Worship Series  

Worship Matters Podcast  

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/advent-candle-lighting-liturgy-2021?utm_source=EDNewsletter&utm_medium=eblast&utm_campaign=OctoberEmail&utm_source=Discipleship+Ministries+Email+Newsletters&utm_campaign=496e088e75-Equipping+Disciples+8%2F5%2F21_COP
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/come-home-for-christmas?utm_source=EDNewsletter&utm_medium=eblast&utm_campaign=OctoberEmail&utm_source=Discipleship+Ministries+Email+Newsletters&utm_campaign=496e088e75-Equipping+Disciples+8%2F5%2F21_COPY_01
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/worship-matters-episode-51-advent-more-resources-for-worship-planning?utm_source=EDNewsletter&utm_medium=eblast&utm_campaign=OctoberEmail&utm_source=Discipleship+Ministries+Email+Newsletters&utm_campaign=496e088e75-


The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us. May God bless us still, so that all the 
ends of the earth will fear him. Psalm 67:6–7, NIV 

Lord our God, bless us, that the world may be blest. Help us, that the whole world may 
be helped. Grant us your mercy in Jesus Christ, who laid down his life for the whole 
world. May it soon be revealed that your kingdom stands and will bring our age to an end, 
a good and blessed end. Grant your blessing on every aspect of our lives, on all the con-
cerns and requests we have on our hearts, and help us to praise and thank you every day. 
Let your will become known everywhere in spite of the horror and blasphemy, so that 
even the dying may glorify you and all who have to suffer may praise and thank you be-
cause they see your face and recognize your light. We want to entrust everything to you, 
Lord God. We await you. We rejoice and thank you, for we know your will shall be done. 
We know and believe that your name shall be glorified. Amen. 
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Laity Discernment Retreats  
  
Do you feel God's call on your life but are 
uncertain how to discern that call or what 
to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat 
for you! At the Laity Discernment Re-
treats, we will talk about call, discernment 
and what it means to be "called by our baptism." We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of 
prayer about discernment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We 
will also discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in our communities. Click 
here for more information.  

West Ohio to Hold Virtual  
ERT Basic Class 

  
Interested in learning how to respond with compassion to natural dis-
asters across the U.S.? West Ohio will be hosting a virtual Early Re-
sponse Team Basic Class to train new responders in providing a car-
ing Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster.  

  
This virtual class will be taught by UMCOR-certified West Ohio ERT trainers and held over two days: No-
vember 19, 6:00-9:00pm; and November 20, 9:00am - 2:00pm. You must attend both sessions. Cost of 
the class is $30. A background check is required.  
 
Information and Registration  

https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment
https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/virtual-ert-basic-class
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VIM Team Leader Training Scheduled for 
January 8 

 

Are you called to lead a mission team? Join West Ohio 
for a Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Team Leader Train-
ing! With experienced team leaders as instructors, you 
will learn how to plan and lead a mission experience in 
Ohio, the United States, or around the world. You will 
also be provided with practical resources for nurturing 
the spiritual life of your team. The training will be held 

Saturday, January 8, from 9:00am to 1:00pm at Stonybrook UMC in Gahanna (near Columbus). This 
will be an in-person training; face masks will be required. If COVID conditions warrant, a virtual option 
will be made available. A background check is required. Cost for the training, materials, and lunch is 
$35. To register for the training, click here. For more information, email mgrace@wocumc.org.  

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/volunteers-mission-vim-team-leader-training-1
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
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All in Community Monthly Virtual 
Events 

November 20 

Saturday Circles – Victimization Impact  
10-11:30am on Zoom. 

If you’ve been the victim of a crime or experienced criminal harm for yourself, in your family, or in your community, 
this month's Saturday Circles offers you an understanding, safe, empathetic community. The goal of this Listening 
Circle is to create space for shared emotional connection. We aim to support individuals that have been harmed by 
the actions of another through listening without judgement, questioning, or shame. We support your truth and agen-
cy to determine your own path to healing. 

When participating in a Listening Circle, you have the responsibility to listen and an opportunity to be heard. This is 
not a space for debate. Together, we will hold space for sharing of our experiences, acknowledging our individual and 
collective suffering and finding strength to face the future in whatever way that comes. 

Space is limited to 30 participants due to the intimate nature of the Listening Circle.  

Advanced Zoom registration is required.  
   

November 22 

Ministry Monday – Listening Circles & Restorative Practices  
7:00-8:30PM on Zoom. 

This session introduces participants to the art of Restorative Practices and the tool of Listening Circles. Restorative 
Practices are intentional, every day responses we can provide to reduce conflict, resolve broken relationships and 
create healthy communities where all members feel heard and included. Listening Circles are a practical restorative 
practice to explore emotional connection around difficult topics and are useful in surfacing fear, shame and stigma 
that keeps people on the outside of community.  
Advanced Zoom registration is required.   

Call for Applications: UMCOR Afghan Refugee 
Resettlement Reimbursement Program 

  

In support of long-time partner Church World Service’s efforts in 
welcoming and resettling Afghan families, UMCOR is launching 
the Afghan Refugee Resettlement Reimbursement program. It will 
reimburse up to $1,000 to local UMCs in the U.S. that are in a spon-
sorship relationship with CWS.  

Information and Application  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001vRlpBv3NnUUjvMtxoeEw5GvFuwQ_Q60bzCHmRpLSlPTdARCwAb3vUaVi0e2WIBIolW9ejtbFqvLsKHhNXAM3Zdm4jku26-99ftSby9CjzQTWaHgPQGMDdPf8fRHCpWwT0Sdd04BOIV0s_GFqixS0BTJfNVi6QLOuuPv
https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqc-ivpz4uGNdQ8N2y82eJKecof6GwqdbJ
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001vRlpBv3NnUUjvMtxoeEw5GvFuwQ_Q60bzCHmRpLSlPTdARCwAb3vUaVi0e2WIBIoizj6TeciAkqLxI7KSPiJmWqcTEd5AdozboMlud1r_VvhBC8nsxzVX9I4FOH0f7CqKSH99AWBM3xgQicoqq0fMH4kugh1zRxDiSa
https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAod-mpqzkrG9WAw-mlQnudPIW8QnBgzkn_
https://umcmission.org/umcor/call-for-applications-umcor-afghan-refugee-resettlement-reimbursement-program/?fbclid=IwAR1DHyBonwu7nDZYfwr3wuv8ou7eaXH0uGxkNwKQl-2jD6hSbX5YEZhRPOk
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Click here for more details 

https://livingstreamsflowingwater.com/contact/
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CONGRATULATIONS HARPSTER UMC 
 

FOR 

CELEBRATING YOUR 200TH ANNIVERSARY  
WORSHIP SERVICE 



 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay 

leadership development programs already available within 

the United Methodist connection. Through this system of 

equipping and empowering, lay servants have the oppor-

tunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and 

make other disciples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you know, 

would be interested in participating, please register now! 

 

 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com 
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SPRING CLASSES  

COMING SOON! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

 

Women's Walks /Dates 

#112 February 10-13 2022 

#113 June 9-12 2022 

#114 October 6-9 2022 

 

Men's Walks/Dates 

#83 November 11-14 2021  
#84 March 17-20 2022 
#85 November 10-13 2022 
 

Findlay Gathering - 3
rd
 Tuesday of each month  

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#83 February 17-20, 2022 

#84 July 21-24, 2022 

#85 October 6-9,2022 

 

Men’s Walks/Dates 

#77 March 17-20, 2022 

#78 August 4-7, 2022 

#79 November 3-6, 2022 

 

Sidney Gathering – 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month  
 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

Chrysalis is a three day 

experience of spiritual 

renewal open to mem-

bers of any Christian 

denomination, ages 15 

to 24. It is an oppor-

tunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant to 

inspire, challenge, and equip youth for 

Christian action in their homes, churches, 

communities and places of work.   

 
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls Flight  

#54 Feb. 18-20th 

#55 July 29-31st 

 

Boys Flight  

#54 March 4-6th 

#55 July 8-10th 

 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND A CHRYSALIS FLIGHT?     

Young adults from 15 ½ to 22 years (student) can at-

tend Chrysalis. 

 

 

Chrysalis is for the development of Christian youth 

who: 

• wish to strengthen their friendship with Christ; 
• may have unanswered questions about prayer, study, 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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WHAT HAPPENS AT EMMAUS?       
The “Walk to Emmaus” is a 72-hour experience. The weekend begins on Thursday 
evening and ends Sunday evening. At Emmaus, you will spend three busy, but enjoya-
ble days. The weekend is held at St. Mark’s UMC in Findlay. You will sing, pray, wor-
ship and have small group discussions.  The talks are given by Pastors and Community 
members with a theme of God’s grace.   

HOW TO ATTEND? 
To attend an Emmaus walk, you must have a sponsor – someone who has previous-
ly attended the weekend and is willing to support you in prayer and service.   If you are 
interested, please ask!    

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER EMMAUS? 
One of the primary strengths of Emmaus is the follow-up. Your weekend lasts only 
three days, but you are invited to build on it for the rest of your life.  

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com


Page 9                                                  NWP Weekly Bulletin           November 15, 2021 

Local Church and Community Events 

HAVE SCRAP METAL TO GET RID OF? 

SCRAP METAL DRIVE   

Do you have an antenna down from a storm?  Got sheet metal, or a chain-link fence you’ve wanted to take 

down?  Here’s your chance to do good while cleaning up from a storm or cleaning out the garage, attic, 

basement, shed, backyard, etc.  Trinity United Methodist Church will be having a Scrap Metal Drive will 

run through the end of November - All METAL accepted – anything and everything. A dumpster is located 

in the parking lot at 241 E. Second Street, Ottawa, waiting for your cast-offs.  ABSOLUTELY NO TV’S, 

COMPUTERS OR MONITORS, PAINT CANS, TIRES or AEROSOL CANS ACCEPTED.  All proceeds will 

go to Trustee projects at Trinity United Methodist Church.  Call 419- 523-6496  for more information.  
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Local Church and Community Events 

Messiah Rehearsals to begin at First UM 
 
Paul Hoverman has announced that chorus rehearsals for the Van Wert Area Community Messiah will 
begin this Sunday, November 7 in the sanctuary of First United Methodist Church from 3-5 pm.  The chorus 
is open to anyone who likes to sing.  Rehearsals will continue each Sunday from 3-5 pm until the perfor-
mance on December 12 at 7 pm at First UM.  Music books are available for those who do not have their 
own. 
 
The December 12 performance will be with a professional chamber orchestra and four soloists to be an-
nounced soon.  This has been a Van Wert tradition for many years dating back to the 1940’s and more re-
cently since 1992.  It has been a biennial event, but is now returning after three years due to last year’s 
cancellation. 
 
This event is sponsored by Van Wert Live, powered by The Van Wert County Foundation, who has spon-
sored this for many years through the Saltzgaber Music Fund.  It is held in cooperation with First United 
Methodist Church in Van Wert. 
 
There are five rehearsals plus the dress rehearsal on December 12.  It is important to attend as many re-
hearsals as possible.  Any questions may be directed to Paul Hoverman at 419-513-0123 (phone/text) or 
email at paulhoverman@gmail.com.  First United Methodist Church is located at 113 W. Central Avenue in 
downtown Van Wert, next to Fountain Park. 

Westside U.M. Church has multiple book series that can be used for Sunday School or Bible studies.  Authors such as 
Dr. David Jeremiah, Max Lucado, and Adam Hamilton are just a few of the authors available.  Some series have 
matching videos that follow each lesson and may have 8-16 books for students. 
 
These books are free for the taking.  If interested, call the church office (419-223-2881) on Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Thursday from 9:00 am-noon to set up a time that you can review and pick up.  The church is located at 604 Gloria 
Avenue., Lima, OH (Behind the Dairy King on Elm St.) 
 
Thank you,  
Sue Osmon 
sueosmon@yahoo.com 

Books for Sunday School or Bible Studies 

mailto:paulhoverman@gmail.com
mailto:sueosmon@yahoo.com
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Hymnals/Tables and much more 
 
Lima Westside has an over abundance of Methodist hymnals in good condition that they would gladly share with  
other congregation (s).   
 
Contact Lima Westside at 419-223-2881 for more information or ask for Carol Blass. 

Westside U.M. Church has multiple book series that can be used for Sunday School or Bible studies.  Authors such 
as Dr. David Jeremiah, Max Lucado, and Adam Hamilton are just a few of the authors available.  Some series have 
matching videos that follow each lesson and may have 8-16 books for students. 
 
These books are free for the taking.  If interested, call the church office (419-223-2881) on Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Thursday from 9:00 am-noon to set up a time that you can review and pick up.  The church is located at 604 Gloria 
Avenue., Lima, OH (Behind the Dairy King on Elm St.) 

Books for Sunday School or Bible Studies 

Are you the unique someone who values both relationships and detailed processes? Do you enjoy helping people plan for 
their physical and financial futures? If you answered yes to these questions, please read on. 
 

The West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church is currently searching for a Director of Benefits and Human 
Resources. This role manages the administration of health, retirement and other benefits for active and retired West Ohio 
clergy and Conference lay staff. It is also the primary contact for full employee life cycle leadership and management. For a 
complete list of job duties and requirements, please review the attached job description. To apply, please submit a resume 
and cover letter, to Bill Brownson at bbrownson@wocumc.org.  
 

Mike Kremnitzer will be leaving this position effective November 19 to pursue other opportunities. He has made significant 
contributions to our progress over the last six years. While his work with clergy on insurance and retirement benefits is 
widely understood across the conference, the professionalism he brought to a new Human Resources function within the 
Conference has transformed our core HR practices. Please join us in praying for Mike and our conference during this tran-
sition.    

Benefits Officer/Director of Human Resources Position Available 

Click here for job description 

Church Pianist 
 

Looking for a church pianist to play at our 10:00 am traditional worship service and also accompany our church 
choir.  Contact Wapak First United Methodist Church at 419-738-8849. 

mailto:bbrownson@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/classified/director-benefits-and-human-resources-0


Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   Discipleship Ministries | Local Church Officer Job Descriptions (umcdiscipleship.org) 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 419.523.9901.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Amy Haines, District Superintendent: ahaines@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 
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http://folio.umc.org/GCFA---3122018_LP---GCFA-Insurance---3122018.html
http://tiny.cc/hf6sry
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/nominations-and-leader-development
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/pastorstaff-parish-relations-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/trustees3
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/finance-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-leader
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-member-of-annual-conference
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/financial-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/church-treasurer
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/membership-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/chair-of-church-leadership-team-administrative-council
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org

