THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO
MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A
world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING
in the likeness of

JESUS CHRIST
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ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT?

Visit our website!

Contact us!
800.589.7828

Like us on
Facebook!

Save the date!
Northwest Plains District
Spring Conference
Sunday, May 20, 2018
2:30 pm Gathering Time
3:00
Business of the Conference

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
218 E. Sandusky St., Findlay, OH
Everyone is welcome to attend!

Lay Ministry
The United Methodist Church
United Methodist VIM
United Methodist Women
Church World Service
Rethink Church
Find A Church
MissionInsite
UMCom Tech Shop
UMCOR’S YouTube
Friendly Center, Toledo
Bread for the World
Society of St. Andrew
Stop Hunger Now

Clergy Evaluation
It is that time of the year once again when we ask Pastors
and Pastor Parish-Relations Committees (PPRC) to engage
in the Evaluation process. Copies of the Pastor’s SelfEvaluation and the Staff/Pastor-Parish Committee’s
Evaluation are due at the district office no later than June
1, 2018. Pastors are responsible to see that this process is
completed in a timely manner and that both the Pastor’s Self-Evaluation and the
Staff/Pastor-Parish Committee’s Evaluation forms reach the district office no later
than June 1. Information was emailed to Pastors and Pastor Parish-Relations Chairpersons on March 13. Here is a link for Evaluation information.
https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/clergyevaluations

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Susan Braun, wife of Roger Braun (appointed to North Carolina Conference, Elizabeth City) who died on Tuesday, May 8, 2018. A memorial service will be planned for a later date. Condolences may be sent
to rbraun@nccumc.org.

Loving God, we thank you for all who graduate from grade school, high
school and college this time of the year. You have blessed them during their
years in school with wisdom, friendships, and skills. You continue to challenge them to make this world a better place because of their education. Help
them to look forward to their next steps: continuing in their education or entering the work world. Particularly help those who are seeking employment to
find a job suitable to their education. Give them faith and a sense of purpose
in their next steps. Show them how to serve others in effective ways. May
they be aware that they will find fulfillment in doing your will and that you
will be with them always. Amen.

Mental Health First Aid Training for Pastors, Church Leaders, and Staff
Tuesday, May 29th
8:30am-5pm (Lunch is Provided)
Northwest Plains District Office
910 E. 3rd St
Ottawa, OH 45875
Cost is $10
Please RSVP by May 21st.
Mental Health First Aid is an 8-hour course that uses roleplaying and simulations to
demonstrate how to offer initial help in a mental health crisis and connect people to the appropriate professional, peer, social and self-help care. The program also teaches common risk factors and warning signs of specific illnesses like anxiety, depression, substance use, bipolar disorder, eating disorders and schizophrenia. MHFA teaches participants a five-step action plan
to support someone developing signs and symptoms of a mental illness or experiencing an
emotional crisis. Like CPR, Mental Health First Aid prepares participants to interact with a
person in crisis and connect the person with help. The program offers concrete tools and answers key questions like, “What do I do?” and, “Where can someone find help?”
All trainees receive a program manual to complement the course material. Participants
will receive a 3-year certification upon completion. Regardless of your role with the church,
this course will teach you skills that will be valuable for your work and life. 1 in 4 American
adults and 1 in 5 American adolescents live with a mental health diagnosis. Each day you are
most likely interact with many people who are experiencing some degree of mental unwellness. This certification will help you bridge the gap between mental health problems and professional help.
This course will be taught by Amanda Raines and Jami Dellifield of Ohio State University Extension. Amanda Raines is a lifetime member of Sugar Grove UMC in Ada, Ohio.
She is the 4-H Youth Development Educator in Hardin County. Jami Dellifield is the Family
& Consumer Sciences Educator in Hardin County and previously worked as a youth pastor in
the UMC for 17 years. She is a member of Trinity UMC in Lima. For more information,
please visit mentalhealthfirstaid.org.

BY GEORGE! Campaign
This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the
Northwest Plains District to be a part of a special
effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. This
hospital that has served countless numbers of children and their families over the years has been devastated by the earthquakes and hurricanes and is in
desperate need of help. So, we are inviting you to be part of a special campaign.
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give just $1 per
week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic amount of financial
help, but also hope that they are not alone. The money will be collected at the District Office and sent on to Haiti. There will be much more information coming in the
form of videos, pamphlets, etc. But we invite you now to begin praying about your
congregation being a part of this effort. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this is one way we can truly show how we can do more together
than we can apart. Watch for more information to come!
More Details on Required Boundary Training for Clergy
Boundary training focuses on developing healthy boundaries in ministry and is specific to the role of a clergy person. One of the most interesting dynamics is the power difference between a person in a ministerial role and a
member of his or her congregation. Other topics include personal and
professional health and the use of social media. This training is required for all actively serving clergy and retired
clergy under appointment. The Episcopal Office, Cabinet, and the Office of Ministry have worked together to plan
and implement this vital training. All materials will be provided for you. Starting Friday, March 16, please register
for one of these events on the conference website.
• June 7-Wesley Lodge, Lakeside
• June 27-Grace UMC, Waverly, SHV/FTH
• August 25-Linworth UMC
• August 29-Christ UMC, Kettering, MIV/ORV
• August 30-Grace UMC, Perrysburg, MWD/NWP
• September 12-Reynoldsburg UMC, CAS/CAN
Should you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas at 614.844.6200 or by email
at sthomas@wocumc.org.

News from around the Connection
2018 Mission u: A global experience for all ages

Each year, United Methodist Women prepare for faithful living and action by studying mission courses at Mission U, which offers a geographical, topical, and spiritual
growth study. These studies motivate, inform, and enrich our commitment to global ministry. In West Ohio, Mission u is a partnership with West Ohio United Methodist Women, the
West Ohio Conference and Ohio Northern University, where it's held. Studies are relevant
to all persons and specific courses and activities are geared to adults, youth and children. Through worship, in-depth study, music, prayer, sharing and exploring, we invite you
to grow with us in understanding of the mission of the church!
July 5-8 is a four-day program and July 7th is the one-day program. Family rates available.
Courses:
Spiritual Growth (Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living)
Global and Geographic Understanding (Missionary Conferences in The United Methodist
Church)
Social Justice Understanding (What About Our Money? A Faith Response)
Youth Study (Is It Just Money? Our Dollars, God’s Economy) Grades 7-12
Children’s Study (Money Matters) Grades K-6

Register online at www.westohioumc.org
June 15: Registration Deadline (online registration closes)
June 16-30: Late registration (add $25 for Four-Day Program; $10 for Day Sampler)
Questions? Contact Elaine Powers (513) 922-6088 or ebpowe00@gmail.com

Annual Conference Events
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

June 1– 5—UMMen collecting 10 lb bag of potatoes for Meals for Millions - drop off location is at
Otterbein North Shore by west entrance to Lakeside
Sunday, June 3-Laity Session @ Hoover Auditorium 5:30 pm
Sunday, June 3 - Order of Deacons gathering @ Drackett Hall from 6-7 pm. RSVP required Benji
Sayre @ benjisayre@wesleyuc.org or Rachel Miller @ rmiller@umethodist.com
Monday, June 4 - Cynthia Palmer’s clergy spouse event @ Wesley Lodge 3:00 pm
Monday, June 4 - 4 Laity Learning Sessions @ Drackett Hall & Wesley Lodge from 8-10 am
Monday, June 4 - Laity Luncheon @ Wesley Lodge 12 pm
Tuesday, June 5—Retired Ministers’ Association Luncheon @ Wesley Lodge @ 12:00 pm RSVP requested to Darrel Loar, 6000 Riverside Drive, Apt. A409, Dublin, OH 43017

Join us for the NWP Clergy spouse lunch. It will be Monday,
June 4 from noon to 1:30 pm. We will meet at 117 Kenton
Row. Please bring $5.00 cash for lunch and $5.00 cash for our
care fund. ( The care fund is used for baby gifts and cards of
caring for members of our district.) Contact Julie Burns by
Tuesday, May 29 if you will be attending. Email:
b_burns62@yahoo.com or call: 513-235-3284. Thank you and I
look forward to having lunch with you.

Family Events, Childcare Offered at Annual Conference
Registration has begun for this year's Annual Conference events for children, youth, and families. Families can participate for FREE in Family CONNECT events, such as mini golf, pray & play, and a pool party. Kids ages 5-12 are welcome at Kid CONNECT, a time of worship, games, and a service project. Cost is $15 for the three, 1.5-hour sessions.
Also available this year is Camp CONNECT for kids and youth ages 7-17. Campers will be bused to and from Lakeside
for this overnight camp experience, which costs $80 per person. All events require registration, so click https://
www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Connect to register or for more information. In addition, childcare for ages 1 and up is
offered by Lakeside Chautauqua at Lakeside United Methodist Church. Cost is $7 per child per session. Registration is
required by May 18. Click https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/ChildCareRegistration or more information.

Lay Servant Training Events

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant
lay leadership development programs already available within the United Methodist connection.
Through this system of equipping and empowering,
lay servants have the opportunity to grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other
disciples

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply.
•

•

Nancy Replogle is responsible for the
southern part of NWP District including
Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert
and Wyandot counties. She can be
reached at 419.771.3472 (note new telephone number) or by email at rnreplogle73@gmail.com.

"Theology of Hymns" led by Rev. Steve
Rath, will be offered on Saturday, July 21,
8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N.
Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio. The FIRM deadline
for registration is July 6, 2018. If we do not
receive 10 registrations, the class will not
be held. Register on the Northwest Plains
district website.

Stephen Brooks is responsible for the
northern part of NWP District including
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be
reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.

March
17

“Ministry in the Rural Setting” led by
Rev. Walt Goble, will be offered Saturday,
July 21, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC,
137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration is July 6, 2018. If we
do not receive 10 registrations, the class
will not be held. Register on the Northwest
Plains district website.
Please help get the word out. If you, or
someone you know, would be interested in
participating, please register today!

Emmaus Events

Findlay Emmaus Gathering (on the third Tuesday)
Tuesday, May 15, 7 pm
St Marks UMC
800 S. Main St., Findlay |419.422.4236
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/

Sidney Emmaus Gathering (on the second Tuesday)
Tuesday, May 8, 7 pm
First UMC
230 E. Poplar St., Sidney |937.492.9136
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/

What is the Walk to Emmaus?
The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and
formation that begins with a three-day short course in Christianity. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way
as God's grace and love is revealed to you through other believers.
Learn more http://emmaus.upperroom.org/

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
Women's Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #104
June 14-17, 2018
Women’s Walk #105
October 4-7, 2018
Men's Walks
Men’s Walk #79

Dates
November 1-4, 2018

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
Women’s Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #75
June 14-17, 2018
Women’s Walk #76
October 18-21, 2018
Men’s Walks
Men’s Walk #71
Men’s Walk #72

Dates
July 19-22, 2018
November 1-4, 2018

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Chrysalis is a three day experience of
spiritual renewal open to members of
any Christian denomination, ages 15 to
24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus
Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant
to inspire, challenge, and equip youth
for Christian action in their homes,
churches, communities and places of
work.
St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay
Girls # 51 - June 28—July 1, 2018
Boys # 50 - July 26-29, 2018
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
Greene Street UMC, Piqua
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
Delta UMC, Delta
Girls -June 22-24, 2018

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Local Church and Community Events
Roundhead UMC Rummage Sale
May 11 & 12 8:00 am -3:00 pm
All items offered for a free will donation. All proceeds to benefit Missions Outreach
First United Methodist Youth Launches Their Annual Shoe Drive Fundraiser to Raise Money for Youth Mission Trips
Van Wert, OH, 2018 – First United Methodist Church www.vanwertfirst.net is conducting a
shoe drive fundraiser from April through June 1st to raise funds for their local, state, national
and international mission efforts. First Church will earn funds based on the total weight of the
pairs of gently worn, used and new shoes collected, as Funds2Orgs will issue a check for the
collected shoes. Anyone can help by donating gently worn, used and new shoes at 113 W.
Central Ave., Van Wert, OH.

Community Meal PSA
The Pandora United Methodist Church will be hosting a FREE Community Meal on Wed .May 30
from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. in the church fellowship hall, 108 E. Washington Street, Pandora. The meal
this month is provided by Sprunger Insurance. The menu is spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, dessert
and beverage Pandora United Methodist Church, 108 E. Washington St., P.O. Box 151, Pandora
OH 45877, 419.384.3905 Office, prcumc@gmail.com

The Newsboys are Coming to the Mercer County Fair
The Newsboys (Christian Concert) will be at the Mercer County Fair
on Saturday, August 11, 2018 with special guest Adam Agee!
You may purchase tickets between 8:00am - noon at the Mercer County
Fairgrounds Office or you may purchase online
at www.mercercountyohiofair.com after 8:00am on March 30.
Tickets are $25 for Grandstand Wings, $30 for Grandstand, $40 for Box Seats.

Paperless Compass Newsletter
The Northwest Plains District is starting to transition to paperless Compass
Newsletters. If you would like a paper copy of the Compass Newsletter,
please email nwplains@WOCUMC.org.

Church Guitarist Wanted!
Are you interested in using your musical talents in a local church? We at West Independence UMC would
love to hear from you! We are currently seeking out someone to play guitar in our Bridge Band on Sundays for our blended worship service. Looking for someone passionate about worship music and committed to ministry. Compensation will be included based on experience and time and can be discussed at
a future time. Please contact the church at 419.894.6454, ask for Pastor Mark. Or, visit us in person or
online at 22876 US Highway 224, Fostoria, OH 44830, mywiumc.org. We look forward to seeking out this
opportunity with you in the near future!

Vacation Bible School Materials
Mt. Cory/Pleasant View Charge has Vacation Bible School materials from two summers available free of
charge to any church that needs/wants them. One is Sonquest Rainforest, and the other is Adventures
on Promise Island. Material includes the kits, some of the posters and scenery, music DVD's, teacher
manuals, and some of the materials for crafts are available with the kits. They were each used once. Anyone interested can call 419.302.9641 for more information.
Room available for Annual Conference at Lakeside
1 room (2 twin beds) is available for rent during the West Ohio Annual Conference at Lakeside. The
cottage is located behind Hoover Auditorium. For more information please phone Bev Barnett,
419.298.2772.
Handbell Table Covers
Bryan Wesley UMC has (3) six foot long, two-piece (top and skirt0 corduroy water-blue handbell table
covers with attached pockets and the Velcro to attach to foam pads.. Never used, but also never returned. Please make offer to pastorpeterpaige@gmail.com
Coordinator of Youth Ministry
St. Andrew's UMC seeks a passionate, Christ-centered disciple to lead and coordinate the congregation's youth

ministry. This person will develop, oversee and lead an engaging ministry for and with youthin an atmosphere of open, genuine Christian community; and recruit, nurture and develop a team of adult ministry
servants who will help youth to deepen their faith with Christ by worshiping, learning, serving and sharing
together. This is a part-time position (up to 30 hours weekly). For more information, visit our website at
saumcfindlay.org. Submit resumes to Rev. Jeff Motter at jmotter@saumcfindlay.org or mail to 120 W.
Sandusky St., Findlay, OH 45840.
Youth/Discipleship Pastor Wanted

Trinity UMC in Van Wert, OH is looking for a Youth/Discipleship Pastor to join our staff. This is a
full time position that includes benefits and housing. The position will be 50% leading and growing our
established Youth Ministry, 25% developing an adult discipleship program and 25% other pastoral duties.
Theological education and youth ministry experience are preferred but other candidates will be strongly
considered based on the above factors. Candidates should submit their resume, cover letter, references
and any background check information for consideration to: Youth/Discipleship Pastor Candidate Search, Trinity
United Methodist Church.220 S. Walnut St., Van Wert, OH 45891. Email packets, if complete, may also be submitted
at: tumcvanwert@gmail.com, Ideally, the candidate would be available on July 1, 2018

Part-time church custodian!
15 hours per week. Apply in person Monday–Friday between the hours of 8-4 at Leipsic United
Methodist, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, OH
Free Cantata Books
Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter, and Patriotic seasons. Donating. Really good condition. Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.
Choir Robes
Coldwater United Methodist Church has two dozen Adult Choir Robes, burgundy-red with white and
gold trim. Free to a church or ministry that will put them to good use. Call the Church office at 614678-3326 if interested .
Outdoor sign letters
Available—a wood container with 7-inch letters and numerals for outdoor street signage. A donation
is acceptable but not necessary. Please contact the office at West Independence United Methodist
Church, 419-894-6454, if interested or have any questions
Part Time Children’s Ministry Leader
Twin Oaks UMC is seeking a Children’s Ministry Leader (10-15 hours a week) to help shape children
into Disciples of Christ, overseeing all children from 18 and younger. The responsibilities of the position include leading children’s church, creating effective discipleship pathway/formation for children,
outreach to children of Oakwood, serve on leadership team for Sunday evening experience, train and
organize children’s ministry team, and administrative reporting. Resumes and contact information for
three professional references can be submitted to Rev. Brandy Feltz at pastorfeltz@gmail.com.
(Subject Line: Children’s Ministry Leader) or to TOUMC Children’s Ministry, 201 E Harmon St.
Oakwood, OH 45873.
Choir Robes
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to
a church that can use of them. For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252.
Choir Director
Trinity UMC in Van Wert, OH is looking for a Choir Director to join our staff. This is a part time position with no benefits. The main duties of this position is to direct our voice choir and bell choir including practices and Sunday morning performances. Other duties include leading our youth praise
band and being the backup to our adult praise band director. Music education and choir experience
are preferred but other candidates will be strongly considered based on the above factors. Candidates should submit their resume, cover letter, references and any background check information for
consideration to: Choir Director Candidate Search, Trinity United Methodist Church. 220 S. Walnut
St., Van Wert, OH 45891. Email packets, if complete, may also be submitted at: tumcvanwert@gmail.com. Ideally, the candidate would be available on August 5, 2018
Church Secretary
Family of Faith UMC, 801 Bellefontaine Ave, Lima, OH is seeking a part-time church secretary.

Applicants should be proficient in office procedures, computer and Power Point. Approximately 20 Hours
per week. For complete job description and application information, please contact
the church office at 419-234-3766 or by e-mail at family.of.faith.lima@gmail.com.

DEADLINE FAST APPROACHING
Register BY May 15, 2018
2018 Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members Luncheon
Tuesday, June 5, 2018 - 12:00pm to 1:00pm
Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members
Greetings all Members of the Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members!
You are invited to join us for Lunch at Annual Conference for The West Ohio Conference on Tuesday, June 5, 2018 at 12:00 p.m.. The cost is $13.00 per person. We are looking forward to making collegial connections with you over lunch at annual conference! Everyone must register and pay online
by May 15. The Rev. Roger Grace and Rev. Vernagaye Sullivan will share some thoughts with us on
local pastors. A brief time of Q & A will follow. For questions, please feel free to call Susan Thomas in
the Office of Ministry, 614-844-6200.
The Menu is: Shredded BBQ Pork or Shredded BBQ Chicken, Side Salad, Cookie, and water. Salad
is the only gluten free option available at this time. Cost $13.00.
Location Name:
Fern Room, Hotel Lakeside
Location Address:
Hotel Lakeside, Lakeside, Ohio, 43440
Contact:
Susan Thomas
Email:
sthomas@wocumc.org
This is the link to register for the Luncheon.
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2018-fellowship-local-pastors-and-associate-membersluncheon

DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED
The District office will be closed Friday May 18, 2018.
Will re-open on Monday May 21, 2018

June 17

Resources
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide
Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shooters in a house of worship.
UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church leadership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being prepared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries.
Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins
in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19)
There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the
church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.
DOWNLOAD http://tiny.cc/hf6sry

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions
Positions Required in All Congregations
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of
treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these positions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)."
Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1)
Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2)
Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550)
Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4)
Lay Leader (¶251.1)
Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2)
Financial Secretary (¶258.4)
Church Treasurer (¶258.4)
Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242)
Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3)
LEARN MORE http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions

Do you have news or something interesting to share? Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly
Bulletin e-mail list? Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.
When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below:
Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org
Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org
Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org
Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org

