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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
800.589.7828 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 10, 2021 

Northwest plains  

District spring conference 

Sunday, May 23, 2021 at 4:00 pm 

The Northwest Plains District 2021 Spring Conference will be 
held virtually on Sunday, May 23, 2021 at 4:00 pm via Zoom.    
  
We will be caring for the business of the District, including elections of 
officers, recognizing both our outgoing and new pastors, along with a 
preview of Annual Conference including recommendations.  Any clergy 
or lay member of the District is eligible to participate in the District 
Conference.  There will be an email with a zoom link attached sent out 
closer to the event to all the pastors, lay leaders, lay delegates, and at-
large members. No registration required.  Zoom link coming next 
week. 
 

Thank you! 
 

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc
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CARD PARTY!! 
 
Barry’s ship is soon sailing as he is starting a new chapter in his journey with Christ! 

 
We are having a card party for Barry so if you wish to, please send your card to the district 

office and we will make sure he receives them.  
 

Northwest Plains 
Attention: Barry Burns 

910 E. 3rd Street 
Ottawa, OH  45875 

 
We had people ask about gift giving, Barry asked if you graciously choose to do so that you 

can make a donation to UMCOR on behalf of Barry & Julie Burns.  
 
Any questions, please contact Lesley Moore or Lynda Lockwood at NWP District Office —

419-523-9901.   

 
THANK YOU!  

May is always a busy month!  
 

Have you registered for Clergy Session?  
For Information Sessions around the proposed Recommendations  

for Annual Conference?  
For Bishop Palmer's Leadership Clinic with Bishop Michael Curry? 

For the May Multiply Mini trainings - Innovative Expressions to reach your community; Reimagine Your 
Sacred Rhythms of Prayer; 

and Where do we go from Here? 

 

Check those off your list and register now through  this  Newsletter!  



2021 Informational Sessions for Recommendations  

Below is a list of the virtual informational sessions for each of the recommendations for 
the 2021 Annual Conference to be held via Zoom.  It is suggested that you participate in 
one of the two sessions for each recommendation. You will have a chance to learn more 
about each recommendation and you will be given the chance to ask questions about the 
recommendation. If you want to contact the leader directly or submit a question, their 
email is listed below. Registration is required to participate in a session. To register, 
click here to view all dates/times/sessions. 

 

• Recommendation #1: Council on Finance and Administration Recommendations Calen-
dar Year 2022 - Submitted by Rev. Paula Stewart, Chair, Council on Finance & Administra-
tion Presenters: Bill Brownson and Rev. Paula Stewart 

• Recommendation #2: 2022 Recommendation Commission on Equitable Compensation - 
Submitted by Rev. Kurt King, Chair Presenters: Rev. Kurt King and Jack Frost 

• Recommendation #3: 2022 Board of Pensions and Health Benefits - Submitted by Board 
of Pensions and Health Benefits, Rev. Anna Guillozet, Chair Presenters: Mike Kremnitzer, 
Bill Brownson, Rev. Anna Guillozet and Kelly Wittich (Wespath) 

• Recommendation #4: Delegation Resolution Re: Christmas Covenant - Submitted on be-
half of the West Ohio Delegation to General and Jurisdictional Conferences Present-
ers: George Howard, Rev. Roger Grace and Bill Brownson 

• Recommendation #5: Loved as the Image of God - Submitted by the West Ohio UMC Next 
Steering Team Presenters: Rev. Lori Reiber 

• Recommendation #6: Call to West Ohio Annual Conference to Recognize and Validate 
Persons' Calls to Ordination Without Prejudice Toward Sexual Orientation or Gender 
Identity - Submitted by the Central Ohio Reconciling Ministries Team Presenters: Rev. Kevin 
Orr, Rev. David Meredith and Rev. Deb Stevens 
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7 Reasons You Must Not Abandon Your Online Services 
  
As churches return to in-person gatherings, many are abandoning their digital and streaming services, or 
at the very least, they are not giving them the attention they did during the quarantine. 
  
It’s a mistake. It’s a big mistake. Here are seven reasons why your church must continue to emphasize 
and invest in digital and streaming services.   

https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2021/informationalsessions
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/7-reasons-you-must-not-abandon-your-online-services
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanks-
giving the life and ministry of: 
 
Rev. Dr. Duane Smith who died Thursday, April 22, 2021. He was a retired pastor from the West Ohio 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served appointments at Grove City, Calvary, Swanton 
Trinity, Greenville First, Fremont Hayes Memorial, and Metamora churches. 
 
Preceding him in death was his brother, Gaylord Smith; nephew, Joey Dudley; and niece, Gabby Mar-
tin.  
 
Surviving is his wife, Kay Smith; sons, Grant Smith and Dwight (Danielle) Smith; step-children, Brian 
(Angie) LaMee and Amanda (Jamie) Seibert; brothers, Keith (Jan) Smith and Clyde (Mary) Smith; sis-
ters: Cedelia (Frank) Longley, Elaine (Tony) Podlogar, and Margie Smith; grandchildren: Erica (Josh) 
Mielcarek, Elena Smith, Caden Smith, and Grayson Smith; step-grandchildren: Katie LaMee, Brynna 
Gaines, Brady Gaines, Ben Seibert, and Nicholas Seibert; great-grandchildren: Carter Mielcarek, Mila 
Mielcarek, and Hazel Mielcarek. 
 
Services will be held privately for the family. You may make memorial contributions to Cherry Street Mis-
sion Ministries in Toledo, Ohio or Habitat for Humanity of Wood County in Bowling Green, Ohio. 
 

Registration Open for Clergy Session 
 
The West Ohio Conference will host the Annual Clergy Session 
virtually on May 19, 2021.  
All Clergy members of the Annual Conference and Laity on the 
Board of Ordained Ministry are invited to participate.  
 
The objectives of the Clergy Session include caring for those who 
will have new credentials for Commissioning and Ordination and those who have changed status 
in the past year, such as retirees. 
 
Clergy Session is an important aspect of holy conferencing that reminds us that we are in this 
work together, accountable to and in collegial relationships with our fellow clergy throughout West 
Ohio and throughout the United Methodist connection.  
 
Registration is open until May 12 for Clergy Session. All registered will receive the agenda, Zoom 
link, and Voter ID by May 17. In order to ensure that you receive all related information, please 
register by the May 12th, 5pm deadline  
 

Click here for registration 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcherrystreetmission.org%2Fgive%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7C437f11b8707b48f14be708d908c90f66%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637550481913049369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcherrystreetmission.org%2Fgive%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7C437f11b8707b48f14be708d908c90f66%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637550481913049369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwchabitat.org%2Fhow-to-help%2Fdonate.html&data=04%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7C437f11b8707b48f14be708d908c90f66%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637550481913059367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2021-clergy-session
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We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given 
us of his Spirit. l John 4:13, NIV 

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you with all our hearts be-
cause we know you are holding us by your hand and leading us 
on all our ways, in spite of all contradiction, strife, distress, and 
confusion within ourselves. What are all these compared to your 
love, which does not let us go but watches over us and finally 
brings us to what is good? Release us from our many burdens. 
Free our spirits and our souls more and more until we can do 
nothing but give praise and thanks with heart, soul, and strength 
for all you are to us. Amen. 

IMPORTANT:  Counties in Ohio that are now at a  
RED Covid level  

 

Covid-19 cases in Ohio are increasing. You can view the county map here.  
 
If your county is Red, the pastor should work with their Health Department and Leadership team to determine 
the best solution for their congregation. We do not have a mandatory shut down until the county gets to Purple.   
 
In both Red and Orange counties, churches should be very strict on enforcement of the protocols of wearing masks, 
keeping social distance, providing as much air flow as possible, and keeping surfaces and hands sanitized.   

First Church collects for PLC 
 
First United Methodist Church, 113 W Central Avenue, re-
cently collected items for Pregnancy Life Center. The month 
of April was set aside as Baby Shower month.  
 
Items collected were:  
 
5 crib sheets 
13 receiving blankets 
7 baby lotions 
5 baby sunscreen 
4 packages of pull ups 
8 cases of diapers 
17 packages of diapers 
27 packages of baby wipes 
 
Shown pictured are Dru Johnson and Julie Burenga with do-
nated items. We appreciate your contributions. 

  

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system
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Local Church and Community Events 

Annual Youth BBQ Fundraiser  |  Carry Out Only 

 
 

Liberty Chapel United Methodist Church 

7590 Sandusky Rd.  Lima 

Saturday May 15, 2021    
4:00 - 6:30pm 

 
 

Dinners ONLY $ 9.00  
 
 

Dinners include 1/2 chicken OR a GIANT BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich,  
baked potato, and green beans. Desserts are $1     
ALL Proceeds Will Send Area Youth to Church Camp.   
 

Saddle up for Horse Camp  
June 6-11, 2021 

   
A favorite is returning to Camp Wesley this summer. Horse Camp, for youth 
ages 9-17, will take place June 6-11 at Camp Wesley in Bellefontaine. 
  
Activities at Horse Camp include riding trails at Marmon Valley Farm with rock 
climbing, crafts and outdoor water activities at Camp Wesley. Campers will 
meet new friends, have fun and experience exciting worship. 
  
All West Ohio Camps have implemented health and safety protocols to protect 
all volunteers, campers and counselors. 
  
Protocols include: 
  

• A10-day self-health assessment must be completed before arriving at camp.  
• A daily health assessment taken while on camp site. 
• All campers to arrive with a minimum of three cloth masks per camper. 
 

Masks are to be worn when interacting with people outside of their cohort. 
  
Horse Camp is June 6-11 at Camp Wesley in Bellefontaine. Cost is $420. Registration is open.  

Click here for more information and registration  

https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/
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Local Church and Community Events 

 

M o n t h l y  V i r t u a l  E v e n t s  

May 22 
Saturday Circles – Family Incarceration Impact  

10-11:30am on Zoom. 
This restorative space is for community members who are living with a loved one’s incarceration or want to 
become a better ally to friends and loved one who are. This Saturday Circle offers you an understanding, safe, 

empathetic community. The goal of this Listening Circle is to create space for shared emotional connection 
about the impact of incarceration in families. We aim to support individuals and help communities that have 

been harmed by exploring the collective experience together. 

Advanced Zoom registration is required. 

May 24  
Ministry Monday – Listening Circles & Restorative Practices  

7:00-8:30PM on Zoom. 
This session introduces participants to the art of Restorative Practices and the tool of Listening Circles. Restorative 
Practices are intentional, every day responses we can provide to reduce conflict, resolve broken relationships and 

create healthy communities where all members feel heard and included. Listening Circles are a practical restorative 
practice to explore emotional connection around difficult topics and are useful in surfacing fear, shame and stigma 

that keeps people on the outside of community. 
Advanced Zoom registration is required. 

https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqc-ivpz4uGNdQ8N2y82eJKecof6GwqdbJ
https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAod-mpqzkrG9WAw-mlQnudPIW8QnBgzkn_
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Have you ever wondered:  
 
“How can I engage people in my community who don’t come to my church?”  
  
Have you ever thought: 
 
“I poured so much out in the past year, I need some new prayer practices for myself.”  
  
Have you asked the question: “Where is our church headed and how do we get there?”  
 
There’s a Mini for that! 
  
Check out these Mini promo videos to meet the presenters of each and join us in May for Mul-
tiply Minis devoted to these topics:  
 
May 12 AM: Innovative Expressions https://youtu.be/m9qOPGAwwQY  
May 12 PM: Reimagining Your Sacred Rhythms of Prayer https://youtu.be/bnZTJnwFM3Q  
  
 May 26 AM: Where Do We Go From Here? https://youtu.be/8mXuaUMfFUI  
  
Multiply Minis are interactive, relevant, and timely trainings for ministry leaders and churches 
to multiply your impact. Minis are free for West Ohio clergy and laity. Space is limited to 150 
participants per Mini. To view the full listing of this year’s Multiply Minis and/or to register for 
any of the sessions, visit www.multiplyminis.org.  CEUs are available for all Multiply Minis.    
 
If you would like a consultation to determine which Minis might be best for you, please call Al-
lyssa Graves in the Office of Fresh Starts & New Beginnings, 614-505-7405.  

Multiply Minis: Trainings to Multiply Your Impact!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9qOPGAwwQY&feature=youtu.be&form=MY01SV&OCID=MY01SV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnZTJnwFM3Q
https://youtu.be/bnZTJnwFM3Q
https://www.westohioumc.org/multiply-minis
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Bishop Palmer's  
Leadership Clinic features  

Bishop Michael Curry  
"Leadership and the Dangerous Liberation of Love" 

Tuesday May 18th 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
 
 
Bishop Palmer is excited to announce his next Leadership Clinic guest, Bishop Michael 
Curry, on May 18, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm EST. The Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry is Pre-
siding Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church. He is the Chief Pastor and serves as 
President and Chief Executive Officer, and as Chair of the Executive Council of The Epis-
copal Church. Join us for his teaching titled, “Leadership and the Dangerous Liberation of 
Love.” Following Bishop Curry’s teaching, he will be interviewed by Bishop Palmer, and will 
be available for LIVE Q&A from participants. 
 
Throughout his ministry, Presiding Bishop Curry has been active in issues of social justice. 
He maintains a national preaching and teaching ministry, having been featured on The 
Protestant Hour and as a frequent speaker at churches, cathedrals, conferences, and tele-
vision news channels around the country and internationally. He has authored five books 
and numerous publications including columns for the Huffington Post and the Baltimore 
Times. Bishop Curry's latest book: Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling 
Times was released in 2020. In 2018, Bishop Curry gained global attention as he preached 
an unforgettable message of love at the Royal Wedding of Prince Harry and Ms. Megan 
Markle. 
  
The first 250 people to register for this Clinic will receive a free copy of the 
book Love is the Way. Information will be in your registration confirmation email. If you do 
not receive a confirmation email, please email Allyssa: agraves@wocumc.org.  
 REGISTER HERE 

mailto:agraves@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?id=1760&reset=1
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Date of FOS: 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 
 
Drop off sites: Churches/Locations/Addresses/Times: 
 

Defiance St. Paul’s UMC, 400 Wayne Ave., Defiance, 419.782.3751, Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am to 
4:30 pm (Please call ahead) 

Findlay Journey at Christ, 225 W. Bigelow Ave, Findlay, 419.422.6662, 8/28 (Please call 
ahead for special arrangements), 8/30-9/3 9:00 am to noon, 9/7-9/9 (9:00 am-noon) 

Spencerville Trinity, 119 N. Main St., Spencerville, 419.647.4451, Mon-Friday., 9:00 am – 
Noon (Please call ahead) 

NWP District Office, 910 E. Third St., Ottawa, 800.589.7828, Mon.-Wednesday., 8 am-11:45 
& 1 pm to 3:30 pm (Please call ahead to make drop off arrangements) 9/6 Office 
closed for Holiday) 

Van Wert First UMC, 113 W. Central Ave., Van Wert, 419.238.0631, Mon-Thurs., 8:30 am - 
4:30 pm & Friday 8:30-Noon (Please call ahead) 

Wapakoneta First UMC, 504 Glynwood Rd., Wapakoneta, 419.738.8168, Mon-Wed., 9:00 am 
– 4:00 pm (Please call ahead) (Specific drop off dates are September 7, 8, 9 from 9-4) 

 
Dates for the kits to be dropped off to the locations above will be: August 30 through Sep-
tember 9, 2021 or what works best for your location, but these dates will be communicated in the 
newsletters – always best to call ahead first to be sure.  For further info about the FOS, please 
click here. 

Hello, West Ohio ERT's! 
 
Following last week's flooding in southern Ohio, volunteers are needed for muck-outs and other 
recovery projects.  
 
If you and/or your ERT team is ready to serve, you can be in touch with: 
 

• Mike Boster, Lawrence County EMA, at 740-533-4375 

• Gary Stabler, Shawnee Valley District, at 740-384-3328 

• Rev. Anthony Thomas, New Hope UMC, for housing needs at 419-708-1607  
 
If you have questions, feel free to email me at mgrace@wocumc.org. 

http://www.festivalofsharing.org/
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org


 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant 

lay leadership development programs already availa-

ble within the United Methodist connection. Through 

this system of equipping and empowering, lay serv-

ants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other 

disciples  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY TUNED  RIGHT HERE FOR THE  

UPCOMING FALL CLASSES. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you 

know, would be interested in participating, please reg-

ister when the time is open to do so! 

 

 

 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com 
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Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

 

Women's Walks /Dates 

 

#110—June 10-13, 2021  

 

Men's Walks/Dates 

TBD 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#82 -  July 15-18, 2021 

#83 - October 7-10, 2021 
 

 

Men’s Walks/Dates 

#76 -  August 5-8, 2021 

#77 - November 4-7, 2021 

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

TBD 

    

Men’s Walk/Dates   
TBD    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work. 2020 events have been canceled. 

2021 are listed below. 
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls Flight #53 

July 30-August 1, 2021 

 

Boys Flight #53 

July 9-11, 2021 

 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Camp Registration is Open!  

 

To make up for the fun we missed last Summer, West Ohio 
camp directors have planned exciting programs for the upcom-
ing camp season. Ken Overholser, West Ohio Director of 
Camping and Retreat Ministries said, “We really missed hav-
ing Summer camp last year. But, we look forward to making up 
for what we missed. We have great programs planned as we 
enjoy the outdoors.” Registration is now open for all summer 
camps. New health protocols as well as limits on capacities 
have been implemented to insure the safety of all attendees 
and camp directors. 
 
  

 Learn more and register here  

Camp Counselors Needed 
 

 

Do you have a daughter, grandson, niece, friend or church member 
that would make a great camp counselor? West Ohio Camps is an 
opportunity for that person. Being a camp counselor provides a 
great opportunity to build leadership skills, strengthen your faith, 
make new friends, and make a difference in hundreds of campers' 

lives this summer! If you are interested, please email the camps department at camps@wocumc.org. 
Click here for more information or to apply!  

Summer Camp Paid Staff Positions 
 
A great way to make a summer leading children and youth! We have openings for male and female camp 
counselors. 10 weeks of summer work living at camp. Lifeguards and resource positions as well. Visit our 
website, westohioccamps@wocumc.org, click Home and click Join Our Team for job descriptions and how to 
apply. For more information email camps@wocumc.org. We will be glad to talk to you. Camp Widewater also 
has openings for immediate maintenance and kitchen help. 

https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/
mailto:camps@wocumc.org
https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/join-our-team
mailto:westohioccamps@wocumc.org
mailto:camps@wocumc.org


 

Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  
Donating.  Really good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   
 

Free Bible Study materials 

Middle Point UMC has bible study materials for  “To Mars & Beyond” that they are donating. 

Anyone interested, please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested. 

 

 

Stoles remaining 
Women Clergy Alb recently found a home, but various stoles are still available.   Free 
for the taking. Can be picked up here at the District Office.  Please call at 419-523-
9901 or email at lmoore@wocumc.org.   
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Analog Mixer 
 
Leipsic UMC has an Analog mixer and EQ for sale $500.00 or Best offer. Works  
If interested, contact Kristen at 419-943-3556 to schedule a time for pick-up. 

Wesley Chapel Mission Center Needs Summer Volunteers 
 
Wesley Chapel Mission Center, a United Methodist-related ministry in Cincinnati, is in need of volun-
teers for its summer program for children and youth. For six weeks during the summer, Wesley Chapel 
offers opportunities on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons for children to worship, play, learn, 
do a craft, have a Bible lesson, and garden. On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, the children have 
fun participating in walking field trips. Volunteers are needed to come alongside the Wesley Chapel 
staff to build positive, faith-forming relationships with the kids. Individual volunteers and mission teams 
are welcome, including adults, high school youth, and families. In addition to spending time with the 
kids, mission teams would help out with neighborhood projects that fit the team’s skill set. For more in-
formation, or to learn how you can volunteer, contact Kyle Linnemann at klinnemann@wcmcotr.org or 
513-721-6204. 

mailto:klinnemann@wcmcotr.org
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Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
 
First United Methodist Church is accepting resumes for a Children’s Ministry Coordinator to lead FUM in 
reaching out and raising disciples of children (birth through 12 years of age).  FUM is a local UM church in a 
rural county seat in Van Wert, Ohio, (41 miles east of Fort Wayne, IN, 37 miles west of Lima, Ohio) who loves 
embracing persons for Jesus, equipping persons to serve Jesus, and empowering persons to grow as a fol-
lower of Jesus.  We’re committed to enlarging the circle of disciples of Jesus Christ.    Our children’s ministry 
walks alongside parents to see their children come to know the love of Jesus, grow in Jesus, to live for Jesus 
so that they can talk about Jesus.  Our Children’s Ministry coordinator equips and empowers others to disci-
ple children and their families in three school districts.  Our coordinator must have a contagious relationship 
with Jesus Christ, excellent written and oral communication skills, practical leadership qualities, and a passion 
for making disciples of adult leaders and children.  We’re seeking someone who can serve this ½ time (20-22 
hrs weekly) with enthusiasm and consistent Christ-centered leadership in a team-oriented ministry set-
ting.  The ministry position description is made available by contacting the lead pastor, Chris Farmer at 
ce2farmer@gmail.com.  Please visit our website to explore our ministry at www.vanwertfirst.net.  Resumes 
will be accepted until the position is filled.  For consideration, please submit your resume as soon as possi-

mailto:ce2farmer@gmail.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanwertfirst.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cnwplains%40wocumc.org%7Ca13401e429134c2764d508d8d837cea4%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C1%7C637497081511328247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC


Free Inflatables! 
 

Grand Lake UMC has two inflatables, a Giant Slide and Castle Bounce House/ Slide Combo that we are 
looking to donate to a church that would benefit from them.  Both units are used and showing wear, but 
they did pass state inspection in 2019.  We did not have them inspected in 2020 due to Covid.  For each 
unit, the church would need to invest in stakes for the unit and a cart to move them.  You would also need 
to add them to your church’s insurance and have the units inspected by the state.  The Castle Combo 
needs 6 – 24” stakes ($10.23 each for a total of $61.38).  The Giant Slide needs 6 – 42” stakes ($15.95 for 
a total of $95.70).   The cart to move the units is around $500.  The state inspection fee is $329 per inflata-
ble and is an annual expense.  We have used these units for two summers and they have been an amaz-
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Children’s Ministry Director 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is accepting resumes for a Children’s Ministry Director to lead the 
church in reaching out and raising disciples of children (birth through 6

th
 grade). St. Paul’s is a local UM 

church in a rural county seat in Defiance, Ohio, (47 miles east of Fort Wayne, IN, 44 miles north of Li-
ma, Ohio and 58 miles west of Toledo) who loves embracing persons for Jesus, equipping persons to 
serve Jesus, and empowering persons to grow as a follower of Jesus. We’re committed to enlarging 
the circle of disciples of Jesus Christ. Our children’s ministry walks alongside parents to see their chil-
dren come to know the love of Jesus, grow in Jesus, to live for Jesus so that they can talk about Jesus. 
Our Children’s Ministry coordinator equips and empowers others to disciple children and their families 
in multiple school districts throughout Defiance County. Our coordinator must have a contagious rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ, excellent written and oral communication skills, practical leadership quali-
ties, and a passion for making disciples of adult leaders and children. We’re seeking someone who can 
serve this ½ time (20-22hrs weekly) with enthusiasm and consistent Christ-centered leadership in a 
team-oriented ministry setting. The ministry position description is made available by contacting the 
lead pastor, John Schlicher at pastorjohnschlicher@yahoo.com. Please visit our website to explore our 
ministry at www.defiancestpauls.com Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled. For consider-
ation, please submit your resume as soon as possible.  

Youth Ministry Director 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is accepting resumes for our Youth Ministry Director to lead the 
church in reaching out and raising disciples of youth (7

th
 Grade through 12

th
 Grade). St. Paul’s is a local 

UM church in a rural county seat in Defiance, Ohio, (47 miles east of Fort Wayne, IN, 44 miles north of 
Lima, Ohio and 58 miles west of Toledo) who loves embracing persons for Jesus, equipping persons to 
serve Jesus, and empowering persons to grow as a follower of Jesus.  Our coordinator must have a con-
tagious relationship with Jesus Christ, excellent written and oral communication skills, practical leader-
ship qualities, and a passion for making disciples of adult leaders and youth. We’re seeking someone 
who can serve this ½ time (20-22hrs weekly) with enthusiasm and consistent Christ-centered leadership 
in a team-oriented ministry setting. The ministry position description is made available by contacting the 
lead pastor, John Schlicher at pastorjohnschlicher@yahoo.com. Please visit our website to explore our 
ministry at www.defiancestpauls.com Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled. For considera-
tion, please submit your resume as soon as possible. 

Child Care Specialist 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is accepting resumes for our Child Care Specialist. The Child Care 
Specialist shall have responsibility for providing oversight and supervision of infant and childcare (ages 0-
4) in a team setting during all worship services sponsored by the church. This is a part-time position on 
Sunday mornings, hours are from 8:30 am till approximately 11:30 am. You should 1. Love working with 
children. 2. Enjoy working in a team setting. 3. Thrive is a modern dynamic environment. The position is 
currently open. The ministry position description is made available by contacting the lead pastor, John 
Schlicher at pastorjohnschlicher@yahoo.com. Please visit our website to explore our ministry at 
www.defiancestpauls.com Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled. For consideration, please 
submit your resume as soon as possible. 
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Director of Camps, Retreats, and Next Gen Engagement  

 

Do you have a passion for seeing lives changed for Christ? Are you a strong, experienced, servant 
leader? Have you formed and lead teams in a camping and retreat ministry context? Is camp ministry a 
call on your life? If you answered “yes” so far, please keep reading to learn about an incredible new op-
portunity. 

The West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church is currently seeking a Director of Camps, 
Retreats and Next Generation Engagement to lead us into our next phase of ministry. This position will 
bring leadership, vision, integrity, and a team-oriented philosophy to all aspects of the position. The di-
rector is ultimately responsible for all operations, maintenance, and fund development for West Ohio 
Camps and Retreats in addition to cultivating congregational capacity to engage next generations. In 
partnership with other staff, congregations, and volunteer leaders, we seek to provide invigorating 
space where diverse young adults, youth, and children experience faith and leadership in developmen-
tally accessible ways that change their lives and the church. 

Potential candidates should have an active faith within a United Methodist church and a bachelor’s de-
gree or higher with successful leadership experience in a camp setting and with next generations. Solid 
administrative skills, team development and deployment experience, and budget knowledge will also be 
important components for success. 

Please review the job description below for a full list of professional responsibilities, competencies, and 
requirements. A competitive salary, amazing benefits package, and the opportunity to work in a certified 
Best Christian Workplace environment are all included! 

To apply, please complete the attached application and submit with resume and cover letter, to Mike 
Kremnitzer at mkremnitzer@wocumc.org. The position will remain open until filled.  

Come join us as we “Equip local churches to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world…a world of justice, love, and peace filled with people growing in the likeness of Jesus Christ.” 

 

Click here for additional information and forms. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT POSITION 
 
Ottawa Trinity United Methodist Church in Ottawa, Ohio is accepting resumes for our Administrative Assistant 
position.  This position is 20 hours a week, Monday-Thursday. Deadline for applying is May 17, 2021. 
 
Please send resumes to  jeanhanna84@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:mkremnitzer@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/classified/director-camps-retreats-and-next-gen-engagement
mailto:jeanhanna84@yahoo.com


Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 
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