THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO
MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A
world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING
in the likeness of

JESUS CHRIST
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ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT?

Visit our website!

Contact us!
800.589.7828

Save the date!
Northwest Plains District
Spring Conference
Sunday, May 20, 2018
2:30 pm Gathering Time
3:00
Business of the Conference

Northwest Plains District Website
West Ohio UMC Website
West Ohio You Tube
Lay Ministry
The United Methodist Church
United Methodist VIM
United Methodist Women
Church World Service
Rethink Church
Find A Church
MissionInsite
UMCom Tech Shop
UMCOR’S YouTube
Friendly Center, Toledo
Bread for the World
Society of St. Andrew
Stop Hunger Now

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
218 E. Sandusky St., Findlay, OH
Everyone is welcome to attend!

Like us on
Facebook!

Lord,
Inspire us to act justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with you, our God.
Breathe upon us your Spirit of peace that we may be bearers of reconciliation
wherever you place us. May there be peace in our hearts, in our homes, in our
land, and between all people.
Amen.

Apportionment and Pension Statements
We apologize for the absence of apportionment and pension statements. The new accounting system is still under
construction and the West Ohio Conference finance staff is working diligently to resolve the issues that prevent us
from creating statements. We are hopeful that pension statements are nearly ready to be issued within a week or
so. Apportionment statements will be addressed after that. Please continue to remit your regular monthly apportionment amounts based on earlier communications, and please write your GCFA number on all checks. If you
have questions about the amounts, please contact the WOC (specifically pension amounts and conference
apportionment amounts). The District staff can help you with your district apportionment amount and your GCFA
number. We appreciate your patience while working through these issues.

Annual Conference Registration, Housing now open!
Once a person registers for Annual Conference they will receive a confirmation notice containing a link to request
housing. That link is only made available to those who register for Annual Conference, there is no other way to make
a housing request. Also, Lakeside Association will not take/make reservations over the phone. If you need assistance
with registration, please contact the District Office, 800.589.7828, nwplains@wocumc.org. Here’s the link for more
information about registering: https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Registration. Here is the link for general
information about Annual Conference: https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018. Please contact the District Office if
you have any questions.

Clergy Gatherings
County

Allen Luncheon
Auglaize Breakfast
Defiance Luncheon
Hancock Breakfast
Hardin Breakfast
Mercer Luncheon
Paulding Luncheon
Putnam Breakfast
Van Wert Breakfast
Williams Breakfast
Wyandot Luncheon

Time

11:30am
8:30am
11:30am
8:30am
9:00am
11:30am
11:30am
8:30am
8:30am
8:30am
11:30 am

March

13
14
20
13
22
14
21
20
21
15
22

Note: Retired pastors are welcome to attend!

April

Location

10
11
12
10
19
11
18
16
18
12
19

Old Barn Out Back, Lima
RJ’s Coffey Cup, Wapakoneta
Sherwood UMC, Sherwood (note date change)
Scrambler Marie’s, Findlay
Henry’s Restaurant, Kenton
Orchard Tree, Celina
Fiesta Habaneros, Paulding
Henry’s Restaurant, Ottawa
Van Wert Hospital Cafeteria (Conf Room D)
Four Seasons, Bryan
East of Chicago Pizza, Upper Sandusky

Northwest Plains District Clergy & Laity Spiritual Formation Retreat
“Remembering the World Before God: Becoming Communities of Intercession”

April 23 & 24, 2018
The Spiritual Center of Maria Stein, OH
2365 St. Johns Rd., PO Box 95, Maria Stein, Ohio 45860
http://spiritualcenter.net/

We have invited Dr. Don E. Saliers to lead our upcoming retreat and will explore what it
means to join the continual intercession of Jesus Christ. Sessions will include interactive
work on psalms of lament, hymns, responses, and new forms of prayer. Concrete
proposals will be made for local congregations — from Mark Stamm’s book, “Devoting
Ourselves to the Prayers.”
An accomplished musician, theologian and scholar of liturgics, Saliers is the author of 15
books on the relationship between theology and worship practices, as well as more than 150
articles, essays, chapters in books, and book reviews. He co-authored A Song to Sing, a Life
to Live with his daughter Emily Saliers, a member of the Indigo Girls.

Dr. Don E. Saliers

Retreat Schedule:

Monday, April 23
Registration
1:00 pm
Session I
1:30
Dinner
5:30
Session II
7:00

Tuesday, April 24
Breakfast
8:30 am
Session III
9:30
Lunch
12:00 pm
Session IV
1:15

If you have questions or need
additional information, please
contact: Dr. Barbara Lee,
bjcwapak@bright.net.

Retreat Rates:

Registration is limited to 50 Attendees
$100 per person within Northwest Plains
$180 per married couple residing within Northwest Plains District (sharing a room)
$150 per person residing outside of the Northwest Plains District.
$200 per married couple residing outside of the Northwest Plains District (sharing a room)
Registration fee covers 1 breakfast, 1 lunch, 1 dinner, and snacks.

Northwest Plains District Clergy & Laity Spiritual Formation Retreat
Registration Deadline: April 9, 2018
Name

______________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Church ______________________________________________________________________________
Telephone _______________________________ Email _______________________________________
Dietary Restrictions ____________________________________________________________________
Make check payable and mail to: Northwest Plains District UMC, 910 E. Third St., Ottawa, OH 45875.

Lay Servant Training Events

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant
lay leadership development programs already available within the United Methodist connection.
Through this system of equipping and empowering,
lay servants have the opportunity to grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other
disciples

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply.
•

•

Nancy Replogle is responsible for the
southern part of NWP District including
Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert
and Wyandot counties. She can be
reached at 419.771.3472 (note new telephone number) or by email at rnreplogle73@gmail.com.

"Leading in Prayer" led by Rev. Jeff
Motter, will be offered on Saturday, April
7, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N.
Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio. The FIRM deadline
for registration is April 2, 2018. If we do
not receive 10 registrations, the class will
not be held. http://tiny.cc/s1wmry

Stephen Brooks is responsible for the
northern part of NWP District including
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be
reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.

PLEASE NOTE: Larry Zuvers will cover the
northern part of NWP District the months of
February and March while Stephen Brooks is
out of the district. Larry can be reached at
lzuvers@gmail.com or 419.636.2329.
Stephen will resume covering Pulpit Supply
after April 8, 2018.

March
17

“Sacraments: Baptism & Holy Communion” led by Rev. Taylor Burton-Edwards,
will be offered Saturday, April 7, 8:30am4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St.,
Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration
is April 2, 2018. If we do not receive 10
registrations, the class will not be held.
http://tiny.cc/o2wmry

Please help get the word out. If you, or
someone you know, would be interested in
participating, please register today!

Emmaus Events

Findlay Emmaus Gathering (on the third Tuesday)
Tuesday, March 20, 7 pm
St Marks UMC
800 S. Main St., Findlay |419.422.4236
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/

Sidney Emmaus Gathering (on the second Tuesday)
Tuesday, March 13, 7 pm
First UMC
230 E. Poplar St., Sidney |937.492.9136
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/

NW Ohio Emmaus Gathering (on the fourth Saturday)
Saturday, March 24, 6:30 pm
Delta UMC
101 Northwood Dr., Delta |419.822.4195
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

What is the Walk to Emmaus?
The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and
formation that begins with a three-day short course in Christianity. It is an
opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God's grace and love is
revealed to you through other believers.
Learn more http://emmaus.upperroom.org/

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
Women's Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #104
June 14-17, 2018
Women’s Walk #105
October 4-7, 2018
Men's Walks
Men’s Walk #78
Men’s Walk #79

Dates
March 15-18, 2018
November 1-4, 2018

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
Women’s Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #75
June 14-17, 2018
Women’s Walk #76
October 18-21, 2018
Men’s Walks
Men’s Walk #70
Men’s Walk #71
Men’s Walk #72

Dates
March 22-25, 2018
July 19-22, 2018
November 1-4, 2018

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Chrysalis is a three day experience of
spiritual renewal open to members of
any Christian denomination, ages 15 to
24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus
Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant
to inspire, challenge, and equip youth
for Christian action in their homes,
churches, communities and places of
work.
St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay
Girls # 51 - June 28—July 1, 2018
Boys # 50 - July 26-29, 2018
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
Greene Street UMC, Piqua
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
Delta UMC, Delta
Girls -June 22-24, 2018
Boys -March 2-4, 2018

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Northwest Plains district UMC

MISSION TRIP TO HENDERSON SETTLEMENT
Sunday, May 6—Saturday, May 12, 2018
Be a part of a mission project! Don’t miss out! Get on board!
Where is Henderson Settlement? HS is near the Kentucky/Tennessee border about 35 miles east of Interstate 75.
What is the schedule? Participants need to be at Henderson Settlement before the 7:00 PM orientation on Sunday,
May 6. (Eat your evening meal before arrival.) Everyone will depart for home after breakfast on Saturday, May 12.
What will we be doing? There will be construction/maintenance crews (ladies welcome). There is also work to be
done in the greenhouse, library, food pantry, senior center and community store.
What is the cost? $360/person with accommodations in the mission dorm. $440/person for more private housing
(Baldinger Dorm, Zuki House). (3 meals Monday – Friday and breakfast Saturday.). Travel and food to and from
Henderson Settlement is the responsibility of the participant.
No additional insurance is available – your own insurance is the only insurance in effect.
What is to be expected? Weather – hot to cool, rain possible. Be prepared.
Clothing – work clothes.
Area
– 50%+ unemployment, coal mining, forestry, mountainous
How do I sign up? Complete and return the registration form with your deposit of $50/person by March 1.
Remaining balance due by April 13.
Please make check payable to: Northwest Plains District – Henderson Mission Trip. Send check and registration to:
Northwest Plains District Office, 910 East 3rd St., Ottawa, OH 45875.
For more information, contact Ruth Pease at 260.402.1888.
A planning meeting for all registered participants will be held to determine who is driving/riding and to answer
all other questions. This meeting will be on Sunday, April 29, 2:00 pm at Trinity UMC, 220 S. Walnut St.,
Van Wert, OH 45891.

---------------------------------------------------------------Henderson Settlement Mission Trip Registration
May 6—12, 2018
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________________________
(First and Last Names)
Address:__________________________________________City/State/Zip:__________________________________
Telephone________________________________________E-Mail:_________________________________________
Church name _____________________________________________________________________________________
Housing: Mission Dorm ______________ ($360)

Baldinger Dorm, Zuki House ($440) ________________

Work area interest:________________________________________________________________________________
(Construction/maintenance, electrical, plumbing, painting, gardening, etc.)

Local Church and Community Events

Putnam County People First along with the Putnam County
Board of Developmental Disabilities is hosting their 3rd Annual
Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser at Brookhill Center, 7989 SR 108,
Ottawa.
The date and time is Thursday, March 15, 4pm-7pm.
Dinners are $6.50 pre-sale. Meal will include spaghetti with
meat sauce, breadstick, salad, and a dessert. Presale tickets are
recommended and money due by March 1, please.
Dinner tickets can be purchased at the door for dine in or takeout.
All proceeds will help sponsor People First activities, trainings, and conferences.
In celebration of March being Developmental Disabilities awareness Month, a special speaker from
Ottawa Crime Victim Services, Meghan Marie Lasher, will share a “Lesson of Life and Leadership” from
5-6pm. You can eat your dinner and listen to the Meghan’s message.
For tickets or if you have questions, please call Christine at 419.523.0118.

West Independence UMC presents Christ in the Passover
Jesus' Last Supper was actually a Jewish Passover. Andrew Barron of Jews for Jesus will re-create the
traditional Passover service and explain how it foreshadowed Jesus'
death and resurrection in a presentation called "Christ in the

Passover" at West Independence United Methodist Church on
Tuesday, March 20, 6:30 PM
22876 US 224, Fostoria, OH
Andrew Barron will set a table with items traditionally used at the
Passover meal and detail their spiritual significance. He will also explain the connection between the events
of the first Passover in Egypt and the redemption that Jesus accomplished, as well as the deep bond
between the ancient Passover feast and the Christian communion celebration today.
Jews for Jesus has presented "Christ in the Passover" at over 38,000 churches. It has been enthusiastically
received by Christians who appreciate learning more about the Jewish backgrounds of their faith. Moishe
Rosen, who founded Jews for Jesus in 1973, has also co-written the book, Christ in the Passover, with his
wife, Ceil. This seminal work includes a look at Passover in ancient times and how it is practiced today. It will
be available after the presentation. Also available will be a DVD of the Christ in the Passover presentation
with David Brickner, the executive director of Jews for Jesus, officiating.
Brickner, a fifth-generation Jewish believer in Jesus, succeeded Rosen as Executive Director in 1996. Brickner has kept Jews for Jesus on the cutting edge as the ministry has expanded and established branches in
eleven countries, including the United States, Brazil, Israel, Russia, France, and South Africa. "We exist to
make the Messiahship of Jesus an unavoidable issue to our Jewish people worldwide," Brickner states.
"There are still a few that haven't heard of us!"
Andrew Barron will be happy to answer questions after the presentation. Call 419.894.6454 for more
information. There is no admission charge, but an optional free will offering for the Jews For Jesus ministry
will be taken.

The Art of Problem Solving Examined at Lifetree Café
Different approaches to problem solving will be explored at Lifetree Café on
Wednesday, March 7, 6:30-7:30pm.
The program, titled “You’ve Got a Problem! Your One-Hour Guide to Making
Better Decisions,” features an exclusive film showing four strangers struggling to
emerge from an escape room. Escape rooms are themed rooms where players are
locked inside and then must uncover clues and solve puzzles to escape the room
before time runs out.
“Most people have just one or two styles of problem solving,” says Lifetree representative Craig Cable. “This Lifetree
program helps people identify their problem-solving style and discover the benefits of trying other techniques as well.”
During the program, Lifetree participants will consider current problems they are facing and explore new strategies for
solving those problems.

Admission to the 60-minute event is free. Lifetree Café is located at the Bachwell Center, 116 N. Washington Street, Van
Wert, OH. Please enter on Court Street and park behind the Courthouse.
Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversation about life and faith in a casual, comfortable setting. Questions
about Lifetree may be directed to First United Methodist Church at 419/238-0631 or firstchurch@wcoil.com
Topic for March 14 – “In The News. God and Guns.”

West Ohio Connection and Beyond
“Traction Tracks,” specific training/resourcing/coaching/implementation
components developed within West Ohio’s Missional Church Consultation
Initiative (MCCI), are now available in individual short courses for churches of
any size and setting.
Click https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/traction-tracks-0 to
find out more about the following, and to register online.
Creating a Social Media Strategy for Your Church (two-session training)
Sessions begin February 24 and will be hosted at Trinity United Methodist Church, Columbus. (CAN District).
New option exists for this Traction Track: Teams may attend via a Zoom video call.
Breakthrough Prayer Initiative (one-session training)
Two identical Traction Track single sessions are available.
Saturday, March 17, 9 am-2 pm; Host location is Forest Park United Methodist Church, Lima (NWP District)
Sunday, March 18, 2-7 pm; Host location Wesley United Methodist Church, Bryan (NWP District)

Fresh Expressions April 6
Fresh Expressions is an international movement of missionary disciples cultivating new kinds of church
alongside existing congregations to more effectively engage our growing post-Christian society. A ‘Fresh
Expression’ is a form of church for our changing culture, established primarily for the `benefit of those who
are not yet part of any church. Sound interesting? You can learn more on April 6 at Perrysburg Grace UMC.
Cost is $35 per person. For more information or to register, go to the Fresh Expressions website https://
freshexpressionsus.org/westohiovisiondays/.

Ohio Flood Relief
Financial Contributions to aid in Ohio Flood Relief should be labeled “West Ohio Disaster Fund” and can be
sent to the West Ohio Conference Center, 32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington, OH 43085. Watch for future
communications around volunteer opportunities. If you’d like to receive direct updates please contact Kris
Shoaf, kshoaf@wocumc.org, and asked to receive those Emails.

MTSO’s Paul Numrich lectures on space sharing by Congregations March 7
Paul Numrich, professor in the Snowden Chair for the Study of Religion and Interreligious Relations at
MTSO, will deliver a faculty lecture, “Space-Sharing Principles for Religious Organizations and Groups," at 7
pm, March 7 in the Alford Centrum on the MTSO campus. The lecture, presented by the Theological
Commons at MTSO, is free and open to the public. Professor Numrich’s space-sharing research follows a
series of projects he has completed in his study of interreligious relations. Among his books are Religion
and Community in the New Urban America and The Faith Next Door: American Christians and Their New
Religious Neighbors.

Marvin Sweeney to lecture on holiness, sustainability, and justice at MTSO March 13
Author and scholar Marvin A. Sweeney will deliver a lecture, “Shabbat: An Epistemological Principle for
Holiness, Sustainability, and Justice in the Pentateuch,” at 7 pm, March 13 in the Alford Centrum on the
campus of MTSO. The lecture, presented by the Theological Commons at MTSO, is free and open to the
public. No registration is required.

Resources
If you have wireless microphones, you’re going to want to read this!
By: Kurt Tomlinson, Trinity UMC, Van Wert

Recently, the FCC has sold off another band of wireless frequencies, the 600
mhz band; this time for use in the private sector, i.e. cell phone companies.
The reason this is important to churches is that many of us have wireless
microphones and instrument packs in our sanctuaries. Much like the
previous sell off of the 700 mhz band in 2010, the 600 mhz band will
officially be illegal, starting on July 13, 2020.
You have plenty of time, you might say. But the sell off has already happened, so if you have people in your sanctuaries that have cell phones in the 600 mhz range, you will get an interference in your system every time they receive a
call or a text.
So, you’re going to have to spend money. The FCC did threaten churches with $10,000 - $115,000 fines, but that may
never happen (I couldn’t find one). More likely, you will experience interference, and, then there’s the issue of
continuing to use something that is illegal.
There is an incentive for spending money now. Sweetwater Sound (sweetwater.com, 800-222-4700) is currently
having a “Live Sound” sale until the end of March, marking down all of their microphones, including wireless. In
addition, Shure Microphones is offering a mail-in rebate to anyone who has microphones in the 600mhz range,
including competitors (ours is Audio Technica) if you buy one of their microphones. To see if your current wireless
system qualifies for a rebate, go to wirelessrebate.shure.com and click “check eligibility” at the top of the page. The
rebate is good until the end of April (we are getting $75 per microphone).
At Trinity UMC in Van Wert, we are buying wireless Shure SM58s, a high quality, standard-of-the-industry, hand held
microphone for about half the price between the Sweetwater sale and volume discount, and the Shure rebate. In
addition, we are replacing our preaching mic (headset) and instrument packs with new equipment with significant
discounts.
I would encourage you to call and talk to a sales person at Sweetwater, as they offer discounts to churches and
volume discounts if you are buying several mics (we are buying 7 + 4 instrument packs) and to make sure you have
your tax exempt paperwork in order, plus they are very nice and know their stuff!
If you have questions that the Sweetwater rep can’t answer, feel free to send me an email at krtom14@gmail.com.

Ask the UMC: When did the church first ordain women?
Women served as preachers from the beginning of the Methodist
movement.
Mary Bosanquet Fletcher (1739-1815) was an early lay preacher credited with convincing John Wesley that some women should be allowed
to preach.
Women were ordained as ministers as early as the late 19th century.
In 1866, Helenor M. Davisson was ordained a deacon in the Methodist
Protestant Church. READ MORE http://tiny.cc/33cmry

Part-time Office Manager at Cridersville United Methodist
20+ hours per week
We are seeking a candidate to be both the manager of office logistics and the joyful personality connecting with our
congregation and community. The ideal candidate can be both an organized employee and a confidential partner in
ministry. The Office Manager also serves as the Bookkeeper/Financial Secretary, and the Membership Secretary.
Education Requirement: High School Diploma
Must be computer proficient with experience in QuickBooks.
Relevant experience in an office setting preferred

Call us at 419.645.4421 or email for more information.
Cover letter and resume can be submitted to Rev. Casey Irwin at casey.ann.irwin@gmail.com.
Church Guitarist Wanted!
Are you interested in using your musical talents in a local church? We at West Independence UMC would love to hear
from you! We are currently seeking out someone to play guitar in our Bridge Band on Sundays for our blended worship
service. Looking for someone passionate about worship music and committed to ministry.
Compensation will be included based on experience and time and can be discussed at a future time.
Please contact the church at 419.894.6454, ask for Pastor Mark. Or, visit us in person or online at 22876 US Highway
224, Fostoria, OH 44830, mywiumc.org. We look forward to seeking out this opportunity with you in the near future!
Vacation Bible School Materials
Mt. Cory/Pleasant View Charge has Vacation Bible School materials from two summers available free of charge to any
church that needs/wants them. One is Sonquest Rainforest, and the other is Adventures on Promise Island. Material
includes the kits, some of the posters and scenery, music DVD's, teacher manuals, and even some of the materials for
crafts are available with the kits. They were each used once. Anyone interested can call 419.302.9641 for more
information.
Room available for Annual Conference at Lakeside
1 room (2 twin beds) is available for rent during the West Ohio Annual Conference at Lakeside. The cottage is located
behind Hoover Auditorium. For more information please phone Bev Barnett, 419.298.2772.
Choir Robes
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to a church that can
use of them. For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252.
Family Ministry Director
Ada First United Methodist Church is seeking a Family Ministry Director. The desired applicant will be a mature,
passionate leader who can work with our family ministry team to cast a long-term vision for a Christ-centered, family
driven, church supported ministry with children, youth and families. Our hope is to find someone with a desire to reach
out in our community to build relationships, encourage intergenerational connections, and equip and empower families
to be the primary agents of spiritual formation in the lives of their children and teens. This is a part-time position with
hopes of moving toward full-time in the next 1-2 years.
A full job description can be found on our website at http://adaumc.org/orchard/Media/FamilyMinistryDirector.pdf
Interested parties must submit a letter of interest, resume, and three references by March 23, 2018 to Rev. Brandi Rigsby, Ada First UMC, 301 N. Main St., Ada, OH 45810 or email to: Rigsby@adaumc.org.

Do you have news or something interesting to share? Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly
Bulletin e-mail list? Contact Deb via e-mail deblee@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.
When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below:
Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org
Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org
Debra Lee, Office Administrator: deblee@wocumc.org
Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org

