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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
800.589.7828 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    March 11, 2019 

Dialogue with the DS 
 

Barry would like to get together with the different NWP counties after General 
Conference to have casual Q&A sessions.  All clergy and laity are invited to 
come and have a group discussion. This is an open invitation and very informal 
and is not mandatory.  Below you will find the grouped counties/church loca-
tion and times that these sessions will take place.  If you are unable to make the 
location close to you—you are more than welcome to attend wherever and 
whatever works best for your schedule.   
 
Allen/Auglaize Counties 
Hosting church: Cridersville, 105 Shawnee Rd., Cridersville, 45806 
Date/Time: March 17, 2019 3:00-4:30 pm 
 
Hardin/Wyandot Counties 
Hosting church: Forest, 111 E. Dixon St., Forest 45843 
Date/Time: March 17, 2019 6:30-8:00 pm 

 
 

 
 

IT’S A GIRL 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MATT AND BETH OVERMAN 
 

EVELYN LEIGH  
6lbs 13oz 19"  

 
Joining her 3 older brothers: Patrick, Charlie, Markus 

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc


SIGN UP TO ATTEND ANNUAL CONFERENCE AS AN AT-LARGE MEMBER 
 

 The Northwest Plains District will send 86 At-Large Members to this year’s Annual 
Conference.  We invite you, the laity in our churches, to consider representing the Northwest 

Plains District at the West Ohio Area Conference June 2-6. 
 We’d like all aspects of our membership represented with respect to ethnicity, age, 
demographic context (rural, urban, suburban, small membership church, large membership 

church) and more. 
 If you are interested in serving, please contact the District Office via email or 
phone 419-523-9901 for more information or to be placed on the list for consideration. 

 NO ONLINE REGISTRATION THIS YEAR FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE—
PLEASE SEE NEW DETAILS BELOW FROM CONFERENCE.  (Those of you signed-

up—you should had received this letter below).  If not, please let us know.  Please pay close 
attention to dates mentioned within letter). 
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember 
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of: 

 
Rev. Norman Williams who died Tuesday, February 5, 2019. He was a retired pastor from The West Ohio Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. He served appointments at New Burlington, Williamsport, Rodney and Gilman Ave-John 
Stewart churches before entering the US Navy as a Chaplain. 
He is survived by his wife, Sue (Parsons); children, Andy, Niklas and Amy (Ray); one grandson; brothers, Bill (Bonnie) 
and John; sisters, Carol (Gene) and Patty Faires (Les) along with several nieces, nephews and cousins. He was preceded in 
death by his sister, Sherry Lynn Johnson; his in-laws and brother-in-law, Chris Parsons. 
A celebration of his life will be held at Seaman United Presbyterian Church, 17790 Main Street, Seaman, Ohio 45679 on 
his birthday, June 15, 2019. His ashes will be interred at the cemetery in Tranquility, Ohio near Seaman with full military 
honors. To read his obituary and leave condolences online. 

Rev. Fredrick Lippiatt who died Thursday, February 28, 2019. He was a retired pastor from The West Ohio Conference 
of The United Methodist Church. He served Calvary Cridersville, New Madison and New Zion Fairview churches. 
Preceding him in death was his wife, Joyce (Kopka) Lippiatt and daughter, Brenda Mason. He is survived by two sons, 
Bruce (Debbie) Lippiatt and Dan (Stephanie) Lippiatt; grandchildren, Cory (Crystal) Mason, Cody (Danielle) Mason, 
Aaron (Casey) Lippiatt and Alyssa Lippiatt; great-grandchildren, Makayla, Tyler, Isaac, Elijah, Celia Mason, Alexandria, 
Avery and Lucia Lippiatt; brother, Charles (Judy) Lippiatt; sister, Faye Heston and several nieces and nephews. 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory 
of God. Romans 5:1–2, NIV 
Dear Father in heaven, grant that we may share in the community of your 
Holy Spirit. In community with you our earthly troubles fall away and we re-
main in your peace in spite of all our failures and shortcomings, in spite of all 
the toil we must gladly take upon ourselves. Watch over us. Keep our hearts 
unshaken, clear, and steady. Keep us in the certainty that your kingdom is 

coming, is already beginning and can be plainly seen, so that all people can receive the 
good you have planned for them. Be with us this night. Amen. 
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(S)PPRC TRAINING 

The Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Team is an important team for the health of any church. They are to 
partner with the pastor to help the church focus on its primary mission and vision, as well as having re-
sponsibilities with all paid staff. In an effort to help S/PPRC chairpersons and members be the most effec-
tive team you can be, Rev Burns will be offering a training and the last two remaining are mentioned be-
low. All chairpersons, pastors, and committee members are invited to come and be a part of one of these 
trainings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE:   We are not taking registration for this training.  This is per optional, but highly recom-
mended especially if you are new to the SPRC role.  Thank you! 

HOSTING CHURCH: Mt. Blanchard 
ADDRESS:  204 S. Main St 
   Mt. Blanchard, OH  45867 
DATE:   April 6, 2019 
TIME:   9:00-11:30 AM 
 
COVERING COUNTIES: Hancock, Hardin, 
Wyandot 

HOSTING CHURCH: West Unity 
ADDRESS:  311 N. Liberty St. 
   West Unity, OH  43570 
DATE:   April 27, 2019 
TIME:   9:00-11:30 AM 
 
COVERING COUNTIES: Defiance and Wil-
liams 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FSeaman%2BUnited%2BPresbyterian%2BChurch%2F%4038.940778%2C-83.5735229%2C17z%2Fdata%3D!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x8846cd21fbc65097%3A0x23ff6c3ed0b24045!2s17790%2BMain%2BSt%2


Don’t forget to   . . . 
 
• Return Fund Balance Sheet to District Office by  April 1 
• Mark your calendar for  Clergy/Laity Spiritual Retreat—April 22-

23—***registration is NOW AVAILABLE*** 
• Sign-up for  Henderson Settlement  - May 5 thru– May 11—

***registration is NOW AVAILABLE*** 
• Mark your calendar for  Annual Conference June 2– June 6 
• Contact us if you are interested in being an At-Large Member for  Annual Conference—

***we are still in need to get spots filled—please contact us as the District Office to sign-up
– thank you!*** 
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**NEED INFO PLEASE** 
 

The NWP District office is needing contact information from each church for the 
following positions held within your leadership roles: 
 
• Ad Council Chair 
• SPRC Chair 
• Treasurer 
• Lay Member 
 
We realize that some of you may have updated your system during Charge 
Conference, but in order for us to serve you better we need for each repre-
sentative mention above their: 
 
• Email address 
• Home address 
• Telephone # 
 
Email this information to me, Lesley at nwplains@wocumc.org.  We have found 
some inconsistencies and we are wanting to make sure we have the latest in-
formation.  Please be sure while you are providing this info to us that the WOC 
(Civi) website is also up-to-date with everyone's contact information.   
 
Any questions, please call me at 419-523-9901. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Lesley Moore 
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REGISTRATION DEADLINE APRIL 9, 2019 
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Save the 

date! 
 

December 3 

News from around the Connection 
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Bishop Gregory V. Palmer is appointing the Rev. Calvin Alston Jr. to serve as the 
Shawnee Valley District superintendent. This appointment is effective July 1, 2019. 
“Rev. Alston brings to this ministry a tremendous depth of faith in Jesus Christ and 
the church,” Palmer said. “His life is bathed in prayer. He has an extraordinary minis-
try tool box born of serving churches of varying sizes, urban and rural and culturally 
diverse. He has never had a flock he didn’t love with all his heart.” 
Alston has served the last seven years as pastor of Christ United Methodist Church, 

a multicultural and multiracial congregation on the East Side of Columbus. For nine years, he was senior 
pastor of New Vision Church in Cincinnati. Ordained in the South Carolina Annual Conference, Alston 
served the North Orangeburg Church and a four-point charge in Ehrhardt, South Carolina. 
 
“The invitation from Bishop Palmer to serve in this capacity is a humbling experience for such a time in my 
life and ministry,” Alston said. “I am aware that to whom much is given much more is required. I am eternal-
ly grateful for this opportunity to serve in this capacity and will rely on the leading Holy Spirit and mentors to 
direct my path.” 
Alston earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in social science with a minor in political science from Claflin Uni-
versity, Orangeburg, South Carolina; a Master of Divinity in Christian education from Gammon Theological 
Seminary, Atlanta; and a Doctor of Ministry in Christian education from Spirit of Truth Institute, Richmond, 
Virginia. 
 
A United States Navy veteran, he has served The United Methodist Church on the local, district, annual, 
jurisdictional and general church levels. In the South Carolina Conference, he chaired the Board of Congre-
gational Development, served as vice chairman of the conference credit union and was treasurer of Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal. In the West Ohio Conference, he was BMCR vice chairman. 
Alston is a recipient of the Denman Evangelism Award from the South Carolina Conference. He was a 
twice-elected General Conference delegate, in 2000 from South Carolina and in 2012 from West Ohio. He 
served as a cluster leader in the Ohio River Valley District, co-cluster leader in the Capitol Area South Dis-
trict and served on the Episcopacy Committee. He is a member of the Board of Ordained Ministry of the 
Capital Area South District, The West Ohio Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and serves on the Con-
ference Relations Team. 
 
Born in St. Stephen, South Carolina, Alston was the youngest of eight children born to Calvin Alston Sr. 
and Rosa Lee Alston. His parents are now deceased. He is married to Sandra Henegan, a clinical audiolo-
gist at Columbus Nationwide Children Hospital. They have five children and five grandchildren. 
 
  



First United Methodist Church 
113 W Central Avenue,  
Van Wert, OH 
419/238-0631  x302 

News from around the Connection 
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From the desk of Donnetta Peaks  . . .  
 
This spring, please plan to join the Deacons of the West Ohio Conference for the 2019 Deacon Formation Event and 
Order of Deacons' Gathering.  
 
All Deacons in any status, Provisional, Ordained, Retired, and Exploring in West Ohio and throughout the Connec-
tion are welcomed to participate. This event will meet the Book of Discipline requirement for a Deacon Formation 
Event. Please note that in order for this event to count as a formation event toward ordination as a full member dea-
con, participants must attend both Friday night and all day Saturday. Our featured presenters are Bishop Gregory 
Palmer, Presiding Bishop for West Ohio and Rev. Michelle Foster, a Deacon from the Western North Carolina Con-
ference who specializes in Self Care and Healthy Boundaries Training. Providing leadership to the work of a Deacon 
and updates on how Deacons will move forward are Rev. Rachel Miller, Chair of the Division of Deacons and Rev. 
Benji Sayre, Chair of the Order of Deacons. 
To register, https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2019-deacon-formation-event-order-deacons-gathering 

(Run thru March 30) 

Rev. Donnetta Peaks  
Director of Clergy Recruitment, Candidacy, and Licensing 

The Millennial Generation Explored at Lifetree Café  
 
How the millennial generation - people born between 1980 and 2000 - will change the world will be discussed at Lifetree Café on 
Wednesday, March 13 from 6:30-7:30pm. 
 
The program, titled “How the Next Generation Will Change the World: Get ready for the millennial revolution,” includes a film featur-
ing millennials sharing how their values will shape our culture as they increasingly grow in power and influence.  
 
“This is the generation everyone loves to dump on,” says millennial business executive Roxanne Stone. “But millennials are creative 
and entrepreneurial - and when they see a problem they want to fix it.”  
 
Admission to the 60-minute event is free. Lifetree Café is located at the Bachwell Center, 116 N. Washington Street, Van Wert, OH. 
Please enter on Court Street and park behind the Courthouse.  
 
Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversation about life and faith in a casual, comfortable setting. Questions about 
Lifetree may be directed to First United Methodist Church at 419/238-0631 or firstchurch@wcoil.com 
 
Topic for March 20 – “Angels. Are they reaching out to you?” 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2019-deacon-formation-event-order-deacons-gathering
mailto:firstchurch@wcoil.com


Clergy Gatherings  
(March Schedule) 

Allen Luncheon  11:30am 2     Old Barn Out Back, Lima  

Auglaize Breakfast   8:30am 8     RJ’s Coffey Cup, Wapakoneta 

Defiance Luncheon 11:30am 11     Sherwood UMC, Sherwood  

Hancock Breakfast   8:30am 2     Scrambler Marie’s, Findlay 

Hardin Breakfast   9:00am     16     Table One, Kenton 

Mercer Luncheon 11:30am      8     Orchard Tree, Celina 

Paulding Luncheon 11:30am  4     Fiesta Habaneros, Paulding 

Putnam Breakfast   8:30am 18     Henry’s Restaurant, Ottawa 

Van Wert Breakfast          8:30am 4     Van Wert Hospital Cafeteria  

Williams Breakfast   8:30am 11     Four Seasons, Bryan 

Wyandot Luncheon 11:30 am 16     East of Chicago Pizza, Upper Sandusky 

 

Note: Retired pastors are welcome to attend! 
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Clergy Gatherings  
(April Schedule) 

County                                 Time               March       Location 

Allen Luncheon  11:30am 14     Old Barn Out Back, Lima  

Auglaize Breakfast   8:30am 7     RJ’s Coffey Cup, Wapakoneta 

Defiance Luncheon 11:30am 18     Sherwood UMC, Sherwood  

Hancock Breakfast   8:30am 14     Scrambler Marie’s, Findlay 

Hardin Breakfast   9:00am     20     Table One, Kenton 

Mercer Luncheon 11:30am      7     Orchard Tree, Celina 

Paulding Luncheon 11:30am  25     Fiesta Habaneros, Paulding 

Putnam Breakfast   8:30am 28     Henry’s Restaurant, Ottawa 

Van Wert Breakfast          8:30am 25     Van Wert Hospital Cafeteria  

Williams Breakfast   8:30am 18     Four Seasons, Bryan 

Wyandot Luncheon 11:30 am 20     East of Chicago Pizza, Upper Sandusky 

 

Note: Retired pastors are welcome to attend! 

Please NOTE in RED above of the date change to honor those that 
have services scheduled for March 6th—Ash Wednesday.  Moved to 

the 14th. 

County                                 Time               April                   Location 



BY GEORGE! Campaign 
This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the Northwest Plains 
District to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospi-
tal in Haiti. This hospital that has served countless numbers of chil-
dren and their families over the years has been devastated by the 
earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate need of help. So, we 
are inviting you to be part of a special campaign.  
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give just $1 per 
week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic amount of financial help, 
but also hope that they are not alone. The money will be collected at the District Office 
and sent on to Haiti. There will be much more information coming in the form of vide-
os, pamphlets, etc. But we invite you now to begin praying about your congregation 
being a part of this effort. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, 
this is one way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can apart. 
Watch for more information to come! 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congre-
gations and in turn multiply the number of people who are choosing to live 
in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan 
way, passionately and respectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context 

and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in 
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. George Cooper/
gcooper@wocumc.org, Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/
snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

Summer Impact 2019 
 
Are you a youth group, women's group, men's group, young adult group, or an 
otherwise eclectically congregating group of individuals with a desire to serve 
and give back this summer? 
 
Your group is invited to come and serve for a week (Sunday - Friday) alongside 

ministries in Cincinnati participating in building projects, day camps, delivering furniture, communing with those 
who are experiencing homelessness and sickness, and more.  
 
The heart behind Summer Impact is transformation through serving experiences, meaningful interactions, and 
individual/group reflection time in order to see the work that God is already doing and calling us to partner in 
that Kingdom work. The hope is that teams will return home with a renewed energy and sense of where God is 
leading them to serve throughout the year. 
 
To find out more information about what your week will look like, cost ($190/person if registered by the end of 
2018), and to register please visit: http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact/ 
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March 
17

 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com.  

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant 

lay leadership development programs already availa-

ble within the United Methodist connection. 

Through this system of equipping and empowering, 

lay servants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other 

disciples  
 

Register TODAY 

 

“Lead in Worship (CORE Course)”, will be 

offered Saturday, April 6, 2019 . Led by Rev. 

Dwight Bowers. 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity 

UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM 

deadline for registration is March 28. If we do 

not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be 

held. Register on the Northwest Plains district 

website or call the office @ 419-523-9901. 

 

“Dealing with Grief (Advanced Course)”, 

will be offered Saturday, April 6, 2019.  Led 

by: Elaine Sturtz  8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity 

UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM 

deadline for registration is March 28. If we do 

not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be 

held. Register on the Northwest Plains district 

website or call the office @ 419-523-9901. 

 

"Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry 

(Basic) Part 1 & 2" led by Rev. Vernagaye  

Sullivan/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be 

offered on Friday, April 12 (Part 1) begin-

ning at 7:00 am Saturday, April 13 (Part 2), 

8:30am-4:00 pm, at Wesley UMC in Bryan, 

OH (903 Center St., Bryan, OH 43506). The 

FIRM deadline for registration is April 4. If we 

do not receive 10 registrations, the class will 

not be held.  Register on the Northwest Plains 

district website.  This offer is response to a re-

quest by the northwestern part of the District.  

You will have a shorter drive time and you can 

stay overnight making only one trip neces-

sary—you are responsible for your own accom-

modations. 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or 

someone you know, would be interested in 

participating, please register when the time 

is open to do so! 

 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

 
 

 
 

"Spiritual Gifts (CORE course)”,  will be offered 

Saturday, March 2, 2019.  More information to 

come at a later date. 

 

“Conflict Management (Advanced course)" , 

will be offered Saturday, March 2, 2019.  More 

information to come at a later date 
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Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

Women's Walks  Dates 

#106   February 7-10, 2019 

#107   June 13-16, 2019 

#108   October 10-13, 2019  

 

Men's Walks  Dates 

#80   March 14-17, 2019 

#81   November 7-10, 2019 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

Women’s Walks  Dates 

TBD 

 

Men’s Walks  Dates 

Men’s Walk #72  November 1-4, 2018 

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 
 

Women’s Walks  Dates 

   March 28-31, 2019  

   September 19-22, 2019  

 

Men’s Walk   Dates   
   February 21-24, 2019  

   August 22-25, 2019   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work.  
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls 
#51--January 25-27, 2019 
#52--July 12-14, 2019 
 

Boys  

#51--February 22-24, 2019 
#52--July 26-28, 2019 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

Girls -June 22-24, 2018 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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Local Church and Community Events 
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Local Church and Community Events 
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Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  Donating.  
Really good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   

 

Choir Robes 
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to a 
church that can use of them.  For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252. 
 

 
Vacation Bible School Materials 

Mt. Cory/Pleasant View Charge has Vacation Bible School materials from two summers available free of 
charge to any church that needs/wants them—still available is Sonquest Rainforest.  Material includes 
the kits, some of the posters and scenery, music DVD's, teacher manuals, and some of the materials for 
crafts are available with the kits.  They were each used once.  Anyone interested can call 419.302.9641 
for more  information.   
 
 

TV Stand for Sale 
We have recently wall-mounted our media and have 1 TV stand available for $25.00 to the first interest-

ed purchaser. Please phone 419/238-0631   x302 for more information. Sherri Arn/Van Wert First United 

Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

UPDATES 
 
2019 Fund Balance Sheets 
• The Annual Fund Balance Report form was mailed along with the 2019 District Apportionment State-

ments.  Deadline to be returned to the District Office is April 1, 2019 
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 Family Ministry Director 
Ada First United Methodist Church 

301 N. Main St. Ada, Ohio 45810 
 

 
Ministry Scope 
The Family Ministry Director will be instrumental in the vision casting, planning and leading of children and youth ministries. He or she will advocate for and 
implement intergeneration ministry within the life of our church. The Family Ministry Director will help build and administer a Christ–centered, family driven, 
church supported ministry for children, youth and families.  
Focus will be given to reaching out to and building relationships with families in our community, nurturing spiritual growth and meaningful connections among 
all age groups, and empowering families to be the primary agents of spiritual formation in the lives of children and youth.  The Family Ministry Director will 
collaborate with those who currently serve in our children and youth ministries to invite and empower servant leaders, create and implement Safe Sanctuary best 
practices, as well as helping our children, youth, families and volunteers to grow in their walk with Jesus and to become his disciples called to serve in the world.  
 
Characteristics and Qualifications 

• A personal commitment to growing as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Attend worship at Ada First UMC regularly and seek opportunities for growth through 

participation in a small group, Bible study, and service opportunities. 

• Ability to build meaningful relationships with children, youth, families. Building relationships with all members of the church, across generations, is also 

important. 

• Growing Wesleyan theological training, understanding and/or experience as it relates to ministry and/or children's education. All ministry must be carried 

out in accordance with United Methodist doctrine and guidelines. 

• Confidentiality must be maintained at all times barring a threat of personal harm or violence against another. 

• Bachelor’s Degree completed or in progress in children’s or youth ministry, education, or other related field. 

• Must pass background check and be trained in Safe Sanctuary policy and procedure 

At least 2 years of experience working with youth and children, preferably in a church or related environment. 
 
Ministry Results 
To include but not limited to… 

• Oversee and work with current Children, Youth and Family leaders, including attending/leading staff meetings and implementation of activities and events 

for children, youth and families. Plan and coordinate yearly Vacation Bible School or similar program with laity and staff. 
Invite, train and empower lay volunteers to serve in a variety of ways with children, youth, and families. 

• Communicate and listen to parents in order to develop the best spiritual paths for the children and youth of the church. 

• Work with children’s ministry team to implement best practices for teaching and leading Sunday School and junior church curriculum. 

• Assist family ministry team in developing and implementing a scope and sequence plan for nursery age through 12th grade. 

• Serve as the mentor and supervisor for college interns working with children and youth. 

• Update, track and train Safe Sanctuary compliance standards. 

• Build meaningful partnerships with the local school, Ohio Northern University, library, ReStore and other community groups. 

• Attend staff meetings. 
Serve as the Children, Youth and Family Ministry representative on the Administrative Council. 
 
Salary and Benefits 

• Part-time salary Position (with the possibility of moving toward full-time as the ministries and church grow). 

• Salary is $20,000/year plus $1,200 for continuing education (i.e. books, conferences, training events) and mileage reimbursement. 

• Flexible schedule, 20-24 hours expected per week, at least 2 hours in office during the week, and Sunday requirements. 

• Family Ministry Director reports to the Pastor and SPRC committee. 

• Vacation time – 2 weeks paid vacation (including 2 Sunday per calendar year) 

Sick time –  since this is part-time salary position, sick days will not be paid but can be made up or taken as compensation time. 
 

Who we are 
Ada First UMC is a growing and forward thinking congregation. We worship, on average, 150 people on a Sunday morning, with about 30 of those being chil-
dren and 15 being youth. We are located in a college town (Ohio Northern University). Our members and regular attenders are diverse in background, age, and 
socioeconomic status (including a number of university faculty, staff, and students). Affordable housing, family friendly neighborhoods and strong partnerships 
between the community, university, and church are a strong draw to Ada. We pride ourselves on being an intergenerational congregation with recent growth 
among young families, children and youth. In 2012, our building caught fire and burned. After several years of rebuilding, the current building was completed 
and paid in full. This church family has overcome many obstacles and is now seeking to continue Christ’s work by reaching into our community, building rela-
tionships, meeting needs, and empowering individuals and families to live out their call to be disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world.  
 
To Apply 
Please send resume and references to Rev. Brandi Rigsby at Ada First UMC 301 N. Main St. Ada, OH 45810 or rigsby@adaumc.org by March 1, 2019. Ques-
tions may also be directed to Rev. Brandi Rigsby.  

mailto:rigsby@adaumc.org
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March 30: Creating a Community of Healing, 10am – 2pm 
The first half of this training focuses on why experiences with incarceration and victimization are pervasive in our 
churches and what a faith community’s appropriate response should be. Participants, also, learn how to create a 
community with healing as its primary focus. The afternoon component offers three focus areas for (1) pastors, (2) 
congregation members, and (3) people with personal incarceration experience. Regardless of the “position” you are 
in, God can use you there to reduce the shame, stigma, and silence that are barriers to healing for others and your-
self. Participants leave with an action plan for creating a community of healing with people touching the criminal 
justice system. This is a repeat training from March 9. 

Onsite and Online Options. This training will be available in person and online. The live location for this 
training is at the Ohio River Valley District Office. It will be simulcast to the following remote locations with facili-
tators: St. Mark's UMC (Lima) in NWP, Whitehall UMC (Columbus) in CAN, and Archbold UMC in Maumee Wa-
tershed District. Or you may participate in the online webinar at home.  Online participants, also, will have a facili-
tator to help build community and guide discussion. 
Pricing for in-person training is $25 for meals and materials; the webinar cost is $10 for digital materials. Once you 
register for an in-person training, you will be contacted about which site we can expect to see you at.  
Registration available through the West Ohio Conference website.  
 

April 9:          Juvenile Justice Engagement Webinar, 12-1pm Let’s invest in the next generation of 
citizens. This Webinar will provide an overview of the Department of Youth Services, the current trends in the reha-
bilitation of youthful offenders, and opportunities for ministry with this population involved in the criminal justice 
system. Webinar presenters: Department of Youth Services professionals 

Register with Reba Collins at rebakco@gmail.com  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fevents%2Fconference%2Flist&data=02%7C01%7CLMoore%40wocumc.org%7Ca58894a65e6a4f03a3cb08d68df7583f%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636852490823795933&sdata=WAB8A
mailto:rebakco@gmail.com
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Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 

Paperless Compass Newsletter 

The Northwest Plains District is starting to transition to paperless Compass 

Newsletters. If you would like a paper copy of the Compass Newsletter, 

please email nwplains@WOCUMC.org. 
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http://folio.umc.org/GCFA---3122018_LP---GCFA-Insurance---3122018.html
http://tiny.cc/hf6sry
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/nominations-and-leader-development
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/pastorstaff-parish-relations-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/trustees3
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/finance-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-leader
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-member-of-annual-conference
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/financial-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/church-treasurer
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/membership-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/chair-of-church-leadership-team-administrative-council
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org

