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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
800.589.7828 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 1, 2021 

Camp Registration is Open!  

 

To make up for the fun we missed last Summer, West Ohio 
camp directors have planned exciting programs for the upcom-
ing camp season. Ken Overholser, West Ohio Director of 
Camping and Retreat Ministries said, “We really missed hav-
ing Summer camp last year. But, we look forward to making up 
for what we missed. We have great programs planned as we 
enjoy the outdoors.” Registration is now open for all summer 
camps. New health protocols as well as limits on capacities 
have been implemented to insure the safety of all attendees 
and camp directors. 
 
  

 Learn more and register here  

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc
https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/
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O taste and see that the Lord is good! Happy is the man who takes refuge in him! 
Psalm 34:8, RSV 
 
Dear Father in heaven, we come to you. With thanks we come to you, for again 
and again you have helped us. Again and again you have let your light shine out 
on us so that we could be glad and know that our lives are in your hands. Protect 
us on this earth, where it is so necessary. Protect us, that the light of true life 
may shine more and more brightly and we may praise your name with our whole 
heart. Be with us this night, O God, and touch our hearts with your Spirit. Amen. 

West Ohio VIM Teams Plan Return to Mexico 

 

Four West Ohio Volunteers in Mission teams plan to travel to Mexico in 2021 – in May, July, Septem-
ber and November. Last year, all but January’s team was cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
which contributed to a shortfall in funding for the Methodist ministries in Mexico. With a vaccine on the 
way, and better safeguards now in place on both sides of the border, the VIM team leaders feel it is 
time to return. Mission teams to Mexico are coordinated through Manos Juntas, the licensed 
healthcare ministry of the Methodist Church of Mexico. Each short-term mission consists of two to 
three days of mission service along with travel and set up. Each team is comprised of medical profes-
sionals (doctors, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, specialists, nurses and dieticians), transla-
tors, pastors, educators and people willing to share the love of Jesus. Some teams also include a con-
struction project and/or visiting the children's home. For more information, or to register online, visit 
www.westohioumc.org/mexicovim  

Lawrence County, along with other areas in Southeastern Ohio, has suffered extensive damage from the recent ice 
storms. There have been massive power outages in the area of Proctorville (across the Ohio River from Hunting-
ton, West Virginia). 
  
Local churches have opened their doors to provide warming centers, showers and food for those affected. West 
Ohio Conference and Shawnee Valley District Disaster Response Coordinators have been in touch with the pastors 
and have provided financial assistance. 

  
Now the hands and feet of Christ are needed for clean-up. The main needs currently are for volunteers to monitor 
the warming centers; provide food and be good listeners for the survivors. There is also a need for brush removal. 
We are coordinating with the Southern Baptist emergency responder group with chainsaw work. 

  
Soon there will be a need for flood relief as the snow and ice melt. We will be providing more information soon 
about coordinating teams to help folks clean out flood damage. 
  
If you are interested in helping, please contact one of the District Disaster Response Co-Coordinators for more in-
formation. Diana Hall - 740-637-0829 or Gary Stabler - 740-384-3328  

Urgent Need for Help in Lawrence County  

https://www.westohioumc.org/mexicovim
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NOTE FROM BARRY 
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IMPORTANT:  Counties in Ohio that are now at a  
RED Covid level  

 

Covid-19 cases in Ohio are increasing. You can view the county map here.  
 
If your county is Red, the pastor should work with their Health Department and Leadership team to determine 
the best solution for their congregation. We do not have a mandatory shut down until the county gets to Purple.   
 
In both Red and Orange counties, churches should be very strict on enforcement of the protocols of wearing masks, 
keeping social distance, providing as much air flow as possible, and keeping surfaces and hands sanitized.   

 Holy Rhythm: Reclaiming Sabbath Rest  
    Webinar | March 4, 2021 | 9:30-11:30 a.m. ET  

When was the last time you rested?  
I mean, really rested — not sleeping more or watching more Netflix. I'm talking about what the Bible calls 
Sabbath rest. The kind of rest where we cease striving from all 
our work and simply rest in the Lord. Where we sit and meditate 
on the Word. Where we fall on our knees in prayer. Where we 
enjoy a good meal with friends or family and talk about what the 
Lord is teaching each of us.  
The question is, then, do you have this rhythm of rest in your 
life? 

  
During the upcoming webinar Holy Rhythm: Reclaiming Sabbath Rest, Rev. Dr. Dan Gildner will help 
church leaders unpack what this "rhythm of rest" looks like in modern Christian life. Learn more at unit-
ed.edu/holy-rhythm-webinar, or Register Here.  

As the COVID-19 pandemic continued and more churches shifted to or in-
creased their digital ministry, United Methodist Communications began devel-
oping a series of Local Church Learning Sessions. All have been developed 
specifically to support local United Methodist churches during this extraordi-
nary time. New sessions will be added here as they are produced. Current ses-
sions include Intermediate Zoom, Keeping connected through text messaging, 
streaming worship on multiple platforms, etc. Learn more here.  

Technology Learning Sessions  

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Qddj_LrU4E5REYHA6moBcdLzEDvcgFqhIJdLV6U1dYoHVum-2RUVcF5lNme0Xq2eP8yII415ekWXw-A698TDb8chn2sJZfzwRNnIWw2jYAXHOUWpUJ4gQphikwlpYoLhybRBbmoXreGiKYU5djf8fshjj2IVpjxw5Rey
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Qddj_LrU4E5REYHA6moBcdLzEDvcgFqhIJdLV6U1dYoHVum-2RUVcF5lNme0Xq2eP8yII415ekWXw-A698TDb8chn2sJZfzwRNnIWw2jYAXHOUWpUJ4gQphikwlpYoLhybRBbmoXreGiKYU5djf8fshjj2IVpjxw5Rey
https://united.edu/holy-rhythm-webinar/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/local-church-learning-sessions-technology-for-worship-small-groups-and-giving?utm_source=communication%20essentials&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=lcs02/24/2020&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF7dFMhs
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Learn Now About How to Engage Your Community 

 
From Sam Rodriguez, Director of Faith Formation & Community Engagement 
 

While working at Discipleship Ministries in Church Planting Resourcing, I became acutely aware of the fact that 
church planting was not that different from a church that is attempting to engage in a new beginning – both are 
about having a keen sense for the work God is already doing and getting on board.  
 

In Seven Seasons of Planting a New Church, a strategic paper written by members of Path1, we find the following 
regarding the Season of Visioning: “The soil in which God sows the seed of a new church is in the planter or plant-
ing church’s heart. Vision offers a shared picture of a preferred future, inspired by God and often first articulated 
by leaders and then affirmed by God’s people. A vison for starting a new church may arise from a need to reach a 
geographical area, cultural group, or specific community of people.”  
 

COVID is still well entrenched in our daily lives as it continues to limit our ability to meet face to face. We can 
claim this moment as a time for preparation for the future. I would like to recommend a book that clergy and 
laity can read in preparation for when the opportunity eventually arises to engage our community intimately and 
purposefully. Read More.  

Be the Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation 

 

Are you interested in getting involved in anti-racist work, but don’t where to start?  
Would you like a safe place to discuss sensitive topics?  

 

Northwest UMC is starting a new book study on Zoom, and it is open to all. The group will be reading Be the Bridge: 
Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial Reconciliation by Latasha Morrison. Meetings will be held on Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. beginning February 24. For more information or to sign up to receive the Zoom link, visit nwumc.com/
bethebridge or contact Katy Wright with any questions, katyw@nwumc.com.  

Saving Grace teaches Wesleyan financial practices 
 

John Wesley taught, “First, gain all you can, and, secondly save all you 
can, then give all you can.” (Sermon 50 "The Use of Money"). This 
memorable phrase reminded Methodists to think holistically in how they 
made all their day-to-day financial decisions. 
 
Wespath and Abingdon Press have partnered to produce a new pro-
gram called “Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being” to help 
church leaders.  
 

Click here for more information 

  

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/learn-now-about-how-engage-your-community
https://nwumc.com/bethebridge
https://nwumc.com/bethebridge
mailto:katyw@nwumc.com
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/saving-grace-teaches-wesleyan-financial-practices
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Sedgewick: West Ohio's 

Worker's Compensation Administrator  
  
The West Ohio Conference administrator of Bureau of Worker's Compensation (BWC) and Insurance has 
changed its name to Sedgewick; there are no other changes. Do not to respond to solicitation from other 
worker's compensation group plans or managed care organizations. Any questions, please contact Kathy 
Redmond at Kathy.redmond@sedgewick.org.  
  
Received a 1099 from BWC? 
 If your church received a check from BWC and provided the BWC with an IRS Form W9, you may re-
ceive a 1099 from the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation. Because you don’t file a tax return (e.g., a 
Form 990), there is nothing for you do with the 1099. If your church or organization is its own 501(c)3 and 
does file an annual tax return, follow the reporting instructions on whether and where to report the infor-
mation on the 1099.  

Scam Alert: Internet Network Bill 

 

Be aware that there is a scam billing that is circulating for an annual renewal fee for Domain/Web 
Hosting services from a company called Internet Network in Duluth, Georgia for $194. This is a scam. 
You can read more and file a complaint at the Better Business Bureau website.  

Church Mutual Foundation Offers Scholarships  

CM CARES
®
 Foundation is offering 25 scholarships of $2,500 each to religious scholars. The CM 

CARES Religious Scholars program supports full and part-time graduate and doctoral students who 
are committed to ministry as a career. Scholars of all faiths are encouraged to apply. 
  
•  25 scholarship winners will each receive $2,500 to help pay for tuition, fees, books or other costs of 

attending school full-time during the 2021-22 academic year.  
• The application period runs February 9 through April 6, 2021, so students should apply as soon as 

possible. Winners will be announced in June. 
• A program flier is available to download, and complete details and materials are available online 

at churchmutual.com/cmcares-scholars.  

mailto:Kathy.redmond@sedgewick.org
https://www.bbb.org/us/ga/duluth/profile/directory-advertising/internet-networx-0443-27962385/complaints
https://cmgroup.widen.net/s/bwwm67czg7/religious-scholars-cmcares-cm0254-2021-02?_cldee=Y2hpZWZfZm9nbGVAaG90bWFpbC5jb20%3D&recipientid=contact-b2612cc90112e61180f63863bb2e25d8-79041db450b74979b5c39cd48179fa51&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_medium=email&utm
https://www.churchmutual.com/13484/Religious-Scholars-Program
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanks-
giving the life and ministry of: 
 
 
Betty Koch who died Wednesday, February 17, 2021. She was married to Rev. Harvey Koch Jr. who 
is a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served appoint-
ments at Syracuse Charge and Ansonia, North Bend, Southern Hills, and Antioch churches. 
 
Surviving are her husband, Harvey; son, Fred (Linda) Koch; daughter, Pam (Craig) Best; six grandchil-
dren; and seven great-grandchildren. 
 
In lieu of flowers the family suggests making donations to Heartland Hospice or the charity of your 
choice. To read her obituary and leave condolences online click here. 
 

Lay Members at-large to Annual Conference 

 

Any lay members of Northwest Plains churches who wish to be considered as a 
lay member at-large from the District to Annual Conference this year should 
contact the NWP District office by March 3, 2021 to express their interest in be-
ing considered for an open spot. Annual Conference will be held virtually June 6 
and 7. Contact the District Office with any questions. 

Craig Seipel who died Saturday, February 20, 2021. He was married to Rev. Louise (Lou) Seipel who is 
a pastor from the West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. She served appointments 
at Barlow-Bartlett, Athens First, Ottawa Trinity, St. Marks, Powell, Broad Street, and Stonybrook churches. 
She also served appointments with the West Ohio Conference and Community Properties of Ohio Manage-
ment Services. 
 
Surviving are his wife, Lou; sons, Captain Zach Williams and Sam (Jennifer) Williams; grandchildren, Made-
line and Bennett; sisters, Sheri (Tom) Gay and Kristie (Greg) Anderson; brother, Kurt (Nancy) Seipel; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.  
The family will hold a private service on Thursday, February 25. A Celebration of Life Service will be held at 
1:00 pm on April 24, at Stonybrook Church, 485 Cherry Bottom Road, Gahanna, Ohio 43230. In lieu of flow-
ers, you can make contributions to the Stonybrook Legacy Foundation.To read his obituary and leave con-
dolences online click here. 

https://www.heartlandhospice.com/
https://www.faresjradel.com/obituary/betty-m-koch/
https://www.stonybrook.church/
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/L-Craig-Seipel/#!/Obituary
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Fridays at First Returns During Lent 
 

First United Methodist Church in Van Wert is offering a time for people in the community to enter His house of 
worship for a time of meditation and reflection.  The sanctuary will be open from 12 noon to 12:45 pm while organ-
ist, Gloria Wendel plays quiet meditative hymns surrounding this time of Lent.  Lent is the season leading up to 
Easter where followers of Christ prepare through prayer and repentance.   
 
Fridays at First will be held every Friday in the month of March.  Anyone wishing to take advantage of this solemn 
time, should enter the sanctuary through the brown Tower Doors on Central Avenue.  Signs will direct you to the 
entrance.  You may come and go as you wish anytime between 12:00 and 12:45 pm. 
 
A community-wide Good Friday service will then be held on Friday, April 2 at 12:05 
pm.  Local pastors and guest musicians will lead the service.  Readings will be shared 
from the Holy Scriptures describing the crucifixion of Christ.  A procession of the 
cross will start at the YWCA on Cherry Street in Van Wert.  Anyone wishing to join 
in the procession should be there by 11:45 am.  The cross will be carried down Main 
Street and enter the church during the service.   
 
The entire surrounding community of Van Wert is invited to attend this meaningful 
one-hour service.  Guest musicians include vocalists, Jakob Schaufelberger, Joel 
Trisel, Mary Ann Falk, and Sheila Chilcote-Collins among others.  Accompanists are 
Scott Turner and Annette Hoverman.   
 
First United Methodist Church follows local Covid-19 safety protocol.  First Church is located at the corner of Cen-
tral Avenue and Jefferson Street across from Fountain Park.  Pastor Chris Farmer is the Lead Pastor.   

Local Church and Community Events 

Walk a Prayer Labyrinth This Week  
 
St. Andrew's UMC in Findlay offers an opportunity to listen to God by walking a prayer labyrinth this week 
in the Fellowship Hall. Come by and experience this historic means of praying and listening to God on 
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., on Monday, March 1, 6:00-8:00 p.m., and Thursday, 
March 4, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Enter at the W. Crawford Street entrance (north side of the building). Parking is 
available on Crawford Street (2-hour limit) or in our parking lot at the corner of Crawford and Cory Streets. 
Materials to aid you in prayer will be offered. When you come, please observe the following guidelines: (1) 
Wear a mask to protect yourself and any others who might be present; (2) Observe safe social distancing 
from others; (3) Maintain a quiet atmosphere for reflection in Fellowship Hall. Spend as much or as little 
time as you need, and come back as often as you wish. The labyrinth will only be available March 1-5. 
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Local Church and Community Events 
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New! Social Media Grants of up to $1000 available to Workshop Participants! 

 

From Social Media to Social Ministry: 

A Guide to Digital Discipleship 

 
During this month's Leadership Clinic, Bishop Palmer’s guest will be Pastor Nona Jones, the globally re-
nowned expert on social media ministry. Nona will provide her unique point of view on the age of digital 
discipleship from her bestselling book “From Social Media to Social Ministry.” You’ll learn practical steps 
to take your church’s ministry and discipleship to the next level, into the digital age. Bring your questions 
and be prepared to learn. 

  
During this Clinic, we will launch Communication Grants to begin or enhance your church’s com-
munication and social media ministry. Participation in the Clinic will make your church eligible to 
receive a grant of up to $1,000. Grants will be awarded first-come, first-served, with an application 
deadline of March 18. “We are excited to offer communication support and resources for our churches 
through this current season of ministry,” says Kay Panovec, Director of Communications. To that end, in 
addition to these grants, the conference will offer FREE cohorts with additional training and personalized 
coaching for those who want to maximize their church communications. Learn more about the cohorts 
during the March 4 Clinic.   
 
Nona Jones is an author, speaker, and head of Faith-Based Partnerships at Facebook. An expert in ex-
panding the influence of the Gospel through social technology, she coined the term “Social Ministry,” and 
partners with churches and ministries to help them fulfill the Great Commission through digital im-
pact. Check out her new book: From Social Media to Social Ministry  
  
Join us Thursday, March 4, 2021 from 10:00am – 12:00pm for this live, virtual event featuring a presen-
tation from Nona, an interview hosted by Bishop Palmer, and a live Q&A. To register, go to Bishop 
Palmer's Leadership Clinics - March Edition | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist 
Church (westohioumc.org) or search for the event on the West Ohio Conference website. The cost to 
attend for West Ohio leaders is $20 (for leaders outside of West Ohio the cost is $40).   

https://www.amazon.com/Social-Media-Ministry-Digital-Discipleship/dp/031010386X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=4PXKY5QAY05R&dchild=1&keywords=nona+jones+from+social+media+to+social+ministry&qid=1611598456&sprefix=nona+jones%2Caps%2C183&sr=8-1
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinics-march-edition
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinics-march-edition
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinics-march-edition


 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant 

lay leadership development programs already availa-

ble within the United Methodist connection. Through 

this system of equipping and empowering, lay serv-

ants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other 

disciples  

 
“Biblical Teaching/in a new age”  (Advanced) led 

by Rev. Becky Motter will be offered on Saturday, 

March 6, at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via 

ZOOM .  FIRM deadline for registration is February 

19, 2021.  Register form can be found on the next 

couple of pages or a District /Conference Websites. 

Reading material will be required prior to class. 

 

“Beyond Demographics: Intergenerational Minis-

try” (Advanced)” led by Rev. David MacDonald will 

be offered on Saturday, March 6,  

at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM .  FIRM 

deadline for registration is February 19, 2021. Regis-

ter form can be found on the next couple of pages or a 

District /Conference Websites. Reading material will 

be required prior to class. 

 

“Lay Servants in Worship (CORE) led by Dwight 

Bowers will be offered on Saturday, April 10, at at 

8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM .  FIRM 

deadline for registration is March 26, 2021.  Register 

form can be found on the next couple of pages or a 

District /Conference Websites. Reading material will 

be required prior to class. 

 

“Justice in Everyday Living” (Advanced) led by 

Rev. Dee Stickley-Miner will be offered on Satur-

day, April 10 at at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via 

ZOOM .  FIRM deadline for registration is March 

26, 2021.  Register form can be found on the next 

couple of pages or a District /Conference Websites. 

Reading material will be required prior to class. 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you 

know, would be interested in participating, please reg-

ister when the time is open to do so! 

 

 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com 
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SIGN-UP NOW for Spring classes 

Please provide one check per class 
NOTE: March classes have been 

CANCELLED 
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Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

 

Women's Walks /Dates 

 

#110—June 10-13, 2021  

 

Men's Walks/Dates 

TBD 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#82 -  July 15-18, 2021 

#83 - October 7-10, 2021 
 

 

Men’s Walks/Dates 

#76 -  August 5-8, 2021 

#77 - November 4-7, 2021 

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

TBD 

    

Men’s Walk/Dates   
TBD    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work. 2020 events have been canceled. 

2021 are listed below. 
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls Flight #53 

July 30-August 1, 2021 

 

Boys Flight #53 

July 9-11, 2021 

 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Laity Discernment Retreats 

 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

 
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that call or what 
to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, 
we will talk about call, discernment and what it means to be "called by our bap-
tism." We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discern-
ment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will 
also discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in our com-
munities. 
 
Each virtual retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6 weeks 
later by a two-hour ZOOM debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be 
opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a 
better understanding of your own call. 
 
"I would recommend a Laity Discernment Retreat to someone who is searching or 
has questions about how they can serve their community or their church. It can help 
guide them through the process, provide resources and help provide a sense of 
peace about what they can be doing right now."  
-Twila Boyd, 2019 participant 
 
This is a great way to partake of this during this time because there is no travel in-
volved.  Contact Kim LaRue if you have any questions, kimlarue@powellumc.org.  
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment 

mailto:kimlarue@powellumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment
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Collaborative Easter Choir 

 

Our choir members at Linworth UMC are deeply missing being able 
to regularly contribute musically to the service, and yet some are not 
comfortable with virtual choir technology so our choir events have 
been limited. In order to meet the musical needs of our own congre-
gation and hopefully others, we have decided to spearhead a col-
laboration to create a dynamic virtual Easter presentation with 
readings and choral selections from as many churches and 
participants as are interested.  
 
 
We would love to share this project with you and your choir 
members! Our vision for this musical celebration is evolving but the 
elements we have decided upon are the following:  
 
• 15-20 minutes of content (roughly sermon-length) composed of 
Easter pieces with at least one or two combined choir selections and a few other pieces from interested 
churches (selected by their directors) with possible opportunities for readings  
 
• joint zoom rehearsals to teach/learn the combined music (hopefully with multiple directors offering these 
at varying times in February)  
 
• combined expertise of our A/V teams to spread the workload around and at least one Zoom session to 
teach recording skills for those wanting to learn  
 
• a deadline for all digital content of March 17th  
 
• this will provide opportunities for both individual choir members and full church choirs to participate at a 
level that is comfortable and exciting  
 
 
We are including a link to an online interest form and would ask that you pray about your engagement 
with this project and fill it out within the next week. There is room for all levels of participation! Please 
share this email with any other directors you know who might be interested, and we will also be posting it 
to the district newsletter. 
https://linworthumc.breezechms.com/form/capnortheasterchoir  

Questions? Contact Christine Hiester, Music Director of Traditional Worship, christinehi-
ester73@gmail.com or Shelby Elliott, Membership and Outreach Director, selliott@linworthumc.org at 
Linworth UMC.  

https://linworthumc.breezechms.com/form/capnortheasterchoir
mailto:christinehiester73@gmail.com
mailto:christinehiester73@gmail.com
mailto:selliott@linworthumc.org
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Bishop Announces Dates for 2021 Annual Conference:  
June 6 - 7, 2021, to be held virtually  

 

The 52nd session of the West Ohio Conference will be held Sunday June 6, 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. and 
Monday, June 7, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Bishop Palmer and the Planning Committee unanimously decided 
to hold a virtual conference since the COVID pandemic is still a serious concern. The theme of Annual Con-
ference is “Run the race with perseverance” based on the scripture Hebrews12:1-3.  
  
“A vaccination is here and brings great hope. However, it is unclear as to how many people will be vac-
cinated by June. So, we must forge on with our plans to care for the business of the annual conference,” 
said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer. "I have great hope and anticipation that we will come together again in a 
foreseeable future.” 
  
More details will be made available in the weeks to come.   

Nominations for Denman Award Due March 15  

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The Foundation 
for Evangelism, honors United Methodists in each Annual Conference 
whose exceptional ministry of evangelism brings people into a life trans-
forming relationship with Jesus Christ.  
  
What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipient is the 
commitment to consistently introduce others to the Good News of Je-
sus Christ in all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional for the 
number of new Christ followers who credit encounters with this person 

as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. Awards are given to clergy, laity, and youth. Please sub-
mit nominations by March 15, 2021 to Mariellyn Grace  

Book of Worship available online 
 

There is a collection of resources for local churches owned by The United 
Methodist Publishing House. These resources are offered online on the Dis-
cipleship Ministries website by written agreement between The United 
Methodist Publishing House and Discipleship Ministries. 
 
Congregations and other worshiping or church-related educational communities are free to reproduce these 
resources for worship and educational purposes provided the copyright statement included at the end of 
each piece is included in its entirety.  
 

Click here for more information and resources 

mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/book-of-worship


Ralph L. Kendall lived a life of service and left a legacy of devo-
tion to family, charity, and community investment. He grew up in 
Winchester, OH and never forgot the lessons he learned at the 
side of his father, Wilmer, and mother, Mary, who were both ac-
tive in Winchester UMC. 
 
In fact, Ralph grew up surrounded by at least three generations 
of the Kendall family in the pews with him each Sunday including 
his maternal and paternal grandparents. Before his passing, 
Ralph asked his daughters, Karen, Joy, and Cheryl if they would help him establish an endowment at the 
Foundation to benefit Winchester UMC. 
 
The Kendall Family’s decision to leave a legacy through the Foundation is just one example of the kind of 
sacrificial giving typical of members of the John Wesley Legacy Society. 
Members of this group have indicated to the Foundation that they plan to remember the West Ohio Confer-
ence or its missions, ministries, or churches, as a beneficiary of any of the following estate planning vehi-
cles: 
 
·       an endowment,   
·       a will or estate plan,  
·       a trust,  
·       a life insurance policy,  
·       a charitable lead trust,  
·       a Donor Advised Fund,  
·       a retirement fund; or  
·       a life-income gift (Charitable Remainder Trust or Charitable Gift Annuity).  
 
Members of the John Wesley Legacy Society will be listed in the Foundation annual report and receive spe-
cial recognition and invitations throughout the year. 
 
Recently, confirmed and suspected John Wesley Legacy Society members received a letter welcoming 
them to the group. If you believe you should be included among the members, please contact the Founda-
tion office, and speak to Maddy O’Malley at 614-505-3472 or at momalley@wocumc.org. We will request 
some additional information for our records, including documentation of your planned gift.  

The John Wesley Legacy Society  
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                         Annual Conference Recommendations  
 

  
Annual Conference Recommendations are due by March 1st in or-
der to be considered at this year’s Annual Conference session. Rec-
ommendations can be submitted to Conference Secretary Rev 
Amy Haines at ahaines@wocumc.org. 

mailto:momalley@wocumc.org
mailto:ahaines@wocumc.org


Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  
Donating.  Really good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   
 

Stoles remaining 
Women Clergy Alb recently found a home, but various stoles are still available.   Free 
for the taking. Can be picked up here at the District Office.  Please call at 419-523-
9901 or email at lmoore@wocumc.org.   

FREE Copier 
To any other congregation who might need one.  It is still running fine and 
toner still can be purchased. It does print in black and white and color and 
enlarges and shrinks. It will be first come first serve and can have it for 
free. Ada First United Methodist Church Phone: 419-634-4626 Office 
Hours: Mon-Fri, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon email: info@adaumc.org 
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Analog Mixer 
 
Leipsic UMC has an Analog mixer and EQ for sale $500.00 or Best offer. Works  
If interested, contact Kristen at 419-943-3556 to schedule a time for pick-up. 

In need of a person to repair/clean organ   
The organ at Pleasant Chapel UMC has not been played in years.  Currently they have a lady who is 
playing it every so often. It is in need of repair/cleaning as a couple keys are sticking, etc. They are hav-
ing a difficult time finding anyone who works on organs. If any church has a name and number of some-
one they use please contact Julie Zinn at  zinn172@roadrunner.com or 419-238-1562. Thanks for your 
help. 

mailto:info@adaumc.org
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Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
 
First United Methodist Church is accepting resumes for a Children’s Ministry Coordinator to lead FUM in 
reaching out and raising disciples of children (birth through 12 years of age).  FUM is a local UM church in a 
rural county seat in Van Wert, Ohio, (41 miles east of Fort Wayne, IN, 37 miles west of Lima, Ohio) who loves 
embracing persons for Jesus, equipping persons to serve Jesus, and empowering persons to grow as a fol-
lower of Jesus.  We’re committed to enlarging the circle of disciples of Jesus Christ.    Our children’s ministry 
walks alongside parents to see their children come to know the love of Jesus, grow in Jesus, to live for Jesus 
so that they can talk about Jesus.  Our Children’s Ministry coordinator equips and empowers others to disci-
ple children and their families in three school districts.  Our coordinator must have a contagious relationship 
with Jesus Christ, excellent written and oral communication skills, practical leadership qualities, and a passion 
for making disciples of adult leaders and children.  We’re seeking someone who can serve this ½ time (20-22 
hrs weekly) with enthusiasm and consistent Christ-centered leadership in a team-oriented ministry set-
ting.  The ministry position description is made available by contacting the lead pastor, Chris Farmer at 
ce2farmer@gmail.com.  Please visit our website to explore our ministry at www.vanwertfirst.net.  Resumes 
will be accepted until the position is filled.  For consideration, please submit your resume as soon as possi-

As our churches renew with insight, new forms, and healing from pandemic changes, engage 
your ministry setting with new imagination, drawn from the wisdom of spiritual formation/
direction. Join Rev. Dr. Brenda Buckwell, in dreaming new forms of church, through her a 
Rueben Job Institute (Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary)offering, based on her new 
book, Spiritual Direction and the Metamorphosis of Church. Register now for 6-week online 
course, beginning April 7. 
 https://www.garrett.edu/connectional-learning/spiritual-direction-and-metamorphosis-
church 

Rev. Dr. Brenda Buckwell, PCC 
Living Streams Flowing Water, LLC 
614.517.8115 | brenda@livingstreamsflowingwater.com | 

mailto:ce2farmer@gmail.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanwertfirst.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cnwplains%40wocumc.org%7Ca13401e429134c2764d508d8d837cea4%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C1%7C637497081511328247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC
https://www.garrett.edu/connectional-learning/spiritual-direction-and-metamorphosis-church
https://www.garrett.edu/connectional-learning/spiritual-direction-and-metamorphosis-church
mailto:brenda@livingstreamsflowingwater.com


Applications are now being accepted for the Marianna Hofer Arts 
Endowment Fund of The Findlay-Hancock County Community 

Foundation!  

Marianna L. Hofer loved the arts, those who create it, and our Findlay community. Therefore, it is no sur-
prise that prior to her untimely death in May 2017, she requested that an endowment fund be established to 
support the artists in our community. 
 

Marianna taught writing at the University of Findlay for 32 years, and was dedicated to her classroom and 
her students. Marianna’s life outside the classroom was lived for art. She loved being at her studio in the 
Jones Building, sharing space with other artists. She especially enjoyed the spring and fall Art Walk, where 
she could share her talents and promote local art and artists. Marianna was an avid photographer, prefer-
ring older cameras exclusively using black and white film. She had a keen eye and was a talented art pho-
tographer, but her true passion was poetry. 
 
The purpose of the fund is to fulfill the mission of Providing Hancock County artists, the arts community, 
and arts educators the funds to pursue their crafts and vision of creating and teaching the arts while trans-
forming themselves and their community. 
 
Distributions from the fund will be for arts education – either education of the artist or artists(s) or for arts 
education programming provided by the artist or artists. Grants from the Fund must be used for new artistic 
skills to be learned or existing skills to be further developed by the artist(s) or provided to Hancock County 
youth and/or adults.  
 
Applications are available on MCPA.org. *Applications for the 2021 cycle are due by 11:59 pm on 
Friday, March 12. Grant awards will be announced by April 15, 2021.  
 

LEARN MORE AND ACCESS 
APPLICATION HERE 
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Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 
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http://tiny.cc/hf6sry
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http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-leader
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http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
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