
IN THIS ISSUE 
PASTORS: SIGN UP NOW—NWP One-on-Ones 

All  People’s  Conference 9/18 –9/20 

2021 West Ohio Annual Conference Videos 

Ministry with the Forgotten—class coming soon 

Worker’s Compensation—Take no Action 

All-in Community 

A Call to Prayer 

Potchangers: Innovative Change in . . . . 

Weekly Prayer 

Fresh Expressions Summer Cohorts 

Compass Podcast 

Local Church and Community Events  

Multiply Minis 

2021 Virtual Mission U 

Festival of Sharing 

Disaster Response 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply  

Lay Servant Ministries Courses– Fall classes  

    announced SOON 

Emmaus 

Treehouse Paradise 

Classifieds (5) 

Resources 

 

Northwest Plains District Website 

West Ohio UMC Website 

West Ohio You Tube 

Lay Ministry 

The United Methodist Church 

United Methodist VIM 

United Methodist Women 

Church World Service 

Rethink Church 

Find A Church 

MissionInsite 

UMCom Tech Shop 

UMCOR’S YouTube 

Friendly Center, Toledo  

Bread for the World 

Society of St. Andrew 

Stop Hunger Now 

THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
800.589.7828 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 21, 2021 

Sign-up NOW! 
 

Northwest Plains District 
Annual One-on-Ones 

 
Please check your emails to Sign-up today. 

 
Thank you! 

All People's Conference September 18 - 20 

"Embracing the Divine Economy of Abundance"  

Registration is open for the 2021 All People Conference. Click here for a list 
of all of the workshop options and click here to register.  

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj1nLS6yKvbAhUeoYMKHekQA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maxpixel.net%2FWoman-Day-Love-Date-Coffee-Shop-Girl-Coffee-2937163&psig=AOvVaw2hDhZkSG-brQE7NQ4qk2mg&ust=1527705416620
https://www.4allpeople.org/Workshop-Descriptions
https://communitydevelopmentforallpeop.regfox.com/2021-all-people-conference
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The 52nd Session of the West Ohio Annual Conference was a virtual gathering of nearly 

1,800 clergy and lay members.  
 

The worship services and other videos rooted in the theme Perseverance can viewed on 
the West Ohio Conference YouTube page.  

Click here for the West Ohio YouTube Page  

2021 Annual Conference Videos Available  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMPOI6r4CbfnT1JxGooKq1Oom_2XMmnQ7
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EXCITING NEWS 
 

NEW LAY SERVANT CLASS  
OPPORUNITY 

 
October 23, 2021 

COME JOIN US on October 23, 2021 for a new type of Lay Servant Class. We are so excited to 
have retired Bishop Kenneth Carder presenting this class.  Ministry with the Forgotten ~ Demen-
tia through a Spiritual Lens was written by Bishop Carder who had a personal journey caring for 
his wife, Linda , who had Alzheimer's for  several years prior to her death. 
 
Bishop Carder notes that the almost six million people with Alzheimer’s and other forms of de-
mentia are viewed largely through a medical lens of devastating symptoms and hopeless de-
cline. But he believes that faith communities focus on stories and are uniquely positioned to 
broaden the lens and counter the stigma, isolation, and hopelessness associated with dementia. 
The presentation will identify specific theological, spiritual, and practical resources for presence 
and ministry with people affected by dementia.  
 
Bishop Carder has academic degrees from East Tennessee State University, Wesley Theologi-
cal Seminary, and Vanderbilt Divinity School. Bishop  Carder, who has authored six books as 
well as numerous chapters and articles presently serves as the Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams, 
Jr. Distinguished Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry Duke Divinity School, Durham, 
North Carolina.  
 
Dementia has affected many families. This class will provide help for those that suffer from de-
mentia as well as the caregivers.  More information coming at a later date along with the regis-
tration ~ so stay tuned. CEUs will be offered for clergy who attend. 

Worker's Compensation: Take No Action  
 

The Conference has selected Sedgwick as its Ohio Workers’ Compensation group Managed Care Organi-
zation (MCO).  You have likely already received a letter confirming this.  There is no action for you to 
take.  You will however be receiving a package of information in the event you need to file a workers’ com-
pensation claim.  Direct questions to Kathy Redmond at Kathy.Redmond@Sedgwick.com or 614-376-5409 

mailto:Kathy.Redmond@Sedgwick.com
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M o n t h l y  V i r t u a l  E v e n t s  

 
 

June 26 

Saturday Circles – Family Reentry Impact  
10-11:30am on Zoom. 

This restorative space is for community members who are living with a loved one’s reentry or want to become a 
better ally to friends and loved one who are. This Saturday Circle offers you an understanding, safe, empathetic 

community. The goal of this Listening Circle is to create space for shared emotional connection about the impact 
of reentry in families. We aim to support individuals and help communities that have been harmed by exploring 

the collective experience together.  

Advanced Zoom registration is required.  
 

 
 

June 28 

Ministry Monday – 72-Hour Pack Pilot Project  
7:00-8:30PM on Zoom. 

The first 72 hours of a person’s released from incarceration are some of their most vulnerable hours. When there is not ade-
quate support during this initial phase of reentry, our returning neighbors often respond out of desperation of need instead 

of hope for a better future. For these individuals, the first 72-hours after release are often lonely, hopeless, overwhelming and 
confusing transition periods. Many fall down in the gap without the presence of a caring handoff back into community. 

Join 72-Hour Pack Pilot Program developers to learn about pilot projects designed to fill reentry gaps with both tangible help 
and hopeful presence by supplying returning neighbors with essential self-care items needed immediately upon reentry to a 

local community.  
Plan to attend this Ministry Monday if you are interested in assisting returning neighbors in restoring their dignity, identity, 

safety, and self-worth by participating in current pilot projects or starting your own. 

Advanced Zoom registration is required.   

https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqc-ivpz4uGNdQ8N2y82eJKecof6GwqdbJ
https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAod-mpqzkrG9WAw-mlQnudPIW8QnBgzkn_
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Potchangers: Innovative Change in an Ever-Changing World  

Webinar | June 24, 2021 | 1-2:30 p.m.  

 

The pandemic season is shifting quickly. You’ve likely been praying and searching for innovative, sure-fire 
strategies to effectively lead your setting forward. Need some clear guidance? Good news! Your next solu-
tions can be found in this upcoming 90-minute webinar with global church strategist, national thought leader 
and author Rev. Dr. J. Elvin Sadler. Bring your questions for a concluding question-and-answer time with 
Dr. Sadler and moderators Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey and Dr. Rosario Picardo. Deeply experienced through 
hands-on church ministry renovation, both domestically and globally, Dr. Sadler offers a wealth of practical, 
biblically-grounded creative change processes you and your leadership can grasp and deploy. You’ll learn 
what becoming a Potchanger means, how to instill the one crucial ingredient that catalyzes change, and 
how to recognize innovation change markers. Reserve your spot today! Register here.  

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanks-
giving the life and ministry of: 
 
 
A celebration of life service honoring Rev. Bruce Gischel will take place Saturday, June 26 at 1:00 
pm at Whitehall United Methodist Church, 525 Bernhard Road, Whitehall, Ohio, 43213. Rev. Gischel 
died Saturday, May 23, 2020. He was a pastor from the West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. He served appointments at East Linden, Southside Church Without Walls, Baltimore Unit-
ed, Story Hypes and High Street churches. 
 
Surviving are his wife, Bonnie (Nickerson); son, David Gischel; daughter, Jennifer (Tom) Fischer; grand-
children, Nathan and Joshua Fischer; sisters: Dottie (Bill) Hilschiemer, Ginnie Bache and Helen 
Deri; sister-in-law, Carol Gischel and many nieces and nephews.   

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001KOShk6rJ_qgZgkEf0GTV8yzd4antwRMbsrtL9ljc36C0kCpdpJGkCAZ1MeD9oSa7zS-f1TUm7JKSurenA09nO6_X8wvI3ahg0Igd-aG5hdZmtIr4KtwMj008kr6LaEtgB12j5U9Gm7AWVlVJb68xzAR8qFuyYdch%26
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=M7mhmx
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FWhitehall%2BUnited%2BMethodist%2BChurch%2F%4039.9640635%2C-82.8803815%2C15z%2Fdata%3D!4m5!3m4!1s0x0%3A0xe4851a1d75baed74!8m2!3d39.964061!4d-82.8802613&data=04%7C
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So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Ra-
ther, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. He has saved 
us and called us to a holy life – not because of anything we have done but because 
of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
beginning of time. 2 Timothy 1:8–9, NIV 

Lord our God, radiant, light giving, and almighty God through all the ages, be 
with us in our time too. Strengthen the grace we have received from Jesus Christ, 
and let it be known over all the world so that your name may be honored every-
where. Bless us, we pray, and let your blessing spread from us to others, to the 
glory of your name. Grant that the good may be strengthened in us, the good you 
have let us hear about for so many years. May everything that belongs to your 
Word come alive in us and in the world. May your blessing be on our actions, for 
we want to remain under your blessing, to the glory of your righteousness and 
truth. Amen. 

Fresh Expressions Summer Cohorts  
  
Three years ago, West Ohio launched Fresh Expressions. Fresh Ex-
pressions are a great option for established churches to reach their 
communities in new and creative ways, engaging with people who 
have yet to walk inside the doors of the church.  
  
Over 50 people were in the first cohorts. This summer, we are launch-
ing another cohort for churches to learn and experiment with Fresh 

Expressions. Our very own West Ohio Fresh Expressions practitioners will be leading this new cohort.  
  
If you are interested in learning more about the 2021 West Ohio Fresh Expressions Cohort, please email Allyssa 
Graves (agraves@wocumc.org).   

Compass Podcast: 
Meditative Practice for Daily Disruption 

 
Compass is a bi-monthly podcast which talks with special guests about how 
they are encountering spirituality in surprising ways, as in facing up to their 
own self-doubt, asking questions, or in hanging out with their kids.  
 
This episode features stories of disruption through a contemplative prayer practice. The Welcoming 
Prayer helps us recognize what we're feeling and where God is in the midst of our experiences. Take a 
breath and join us in disrupting the cycles of negativity in our own heads.  

Click here to learn more and listen  

mailto:agraves@wocumc.org
https://www.umc.org/en/content/meditative-practice-for-daily-disruption-compass-episode-61?utm_source=compass&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=seekers&utm_content=podcast06/10/2021&mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAF9lMS09Pok_m3FVEzP2kayY9iPSU3XYtb2mAmvwUquvf9Zvwkmwh


HAVE SCRAP METAL TO GET RID OF? 

SCRAP METAL DRIVE   

Do you have an antenna down from a storm?  Got sheet metal, or a chain-link fence you’ve wanted to take down?  

Here’s your chance to do good while cleaning up from a storm or cleaning out the garage, attic, basement, shed, back-

yard, etc.  Trinity United Methodist Church will be having a Scrap Metal Drive starting April 20 - All METAL  

accepted – anything and everything. A dumpster is located in the parking lot at 241 E. Second Street, Ottawa, waiting  

for your cast-offs.  ABSOLUTELY NO TV’S, COMPUTERS OR MONITORS, PAINT CANS, TIRES or AEROSOL  

 

CANS ACCEPTED.  All proceeds will go to Trustee projects at Trinity United Methodist Church.  Call 419- 523-6496   

 

for more information. ###  
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Local Church and Community Events 

Community Meal PSA 
  
  
The Pandora United Methodist Church will 
be hosting a FREE Community Meal on 
June 30th  5:00 – 6;30 pm  at the church- 
108 E. Washington Street, Pandora.   
 
The meal this month is sponsored by a 
PUMC member. The menu is: 
 
Baked steak ,mashed  potatoes ,corn, fruit 
cocktail and cake. Drive thru only.  



Learn more and register here! 
 

Important Dates  
Worship & Plenary: 6 - 7:30 PM June 13, July 11 & August 8  

Movie Night: 6 PM on July 25 movie selection: “Pushout”  

Registration is Open! 

 

This year we are excited to offer 3 spiritual growth selections: Bearing Witness in 
the Kin-dom (June), Pushout (July), and Finding Peace in an Anxious World (August). 
Mission u will be online again in 2021 using Zoom Meetings. You will need a work-
ing e-mail address, and a computer or other electronic device with microphone, 
speakers, and internet access. This years offering will be split between West Ohio 
UMW Mission Groups and Building Bridges Community Experiences.  
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June 30 AM: Leading Through Uncertainty Register Here  
 July 14 AM: Stewardship and You Register Here  

July 14 PM: Finding Funders: Be Prepared Register Here  
July 28 AM: What is a House Church? Register Here  

 
Multiply Minis are interactive, relevant, and timely trainings for ministry leaders and church-
es to multiply your impact. Minis are free for West Ohio clergy and laity. Space is limited to 
150 participants per Mini. To view the full listing of this year’s Multiply Minis and/or to regis-

ter for any of the sessions, visit www.multiplyminis.org.  CEUs are available for all 
Multiply Minis.    

  
If you would like a consultation to determine which Minis might be best for you, please call 
Allyssa Graves in the Office of Fresh Starts & New Beginnings, 614-505-7405.  

Multiply Minis: Trainings to Multiply Your Impact!  

2021 Virtual Mission U  

https://www.westohioumw.org/mission-u
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001MJXWu37--eUNmvgMGcxIfn5xuCTHEvcuEXNi4SHjpDqG5ffb0xuE-5zdMbVgEZJjBYfxaIE5n1mcCCwiCix9Gyyc2BM2QtTCev-EXPI6-_-MUlSs54XQhlp8sG38w25sRhlGef1G_oq2kZguYbQTHP-_vP4EIu8FhxS
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?id=1745&reset=1
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1744
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1743
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1742
https://www.westohioumc.org/multiply-minis
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Date of FOS: 
Saturday, September 18, 2021 
 
Drop off sites: Churches/Locations/Addresses/Times: 
 

Defiance St. Paul’s UMC, 400 Wayne Ave., Defiance, 419.782.3751, Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am to 
4:30 pm (Please call ahead) 

Findlay Journey at Christ, 225 W. Bigelow Ave, Findlay, 419.422.6662, 8/28 (Please call 
ahead for special arrangements), 8/30-9/3 9:00 am to noon, 9/7-9/9 (9:00 am-noon) 

Spencerville Trinity, 119 N. Main St., Spencerville, 419.647.4451, Mon-Friday., 9:00 am – 
Noon (Please call ahead) 

NWP District Office, 910 E. Third St., Ottawa, 800.589.7828, Mon.-Wednesday., 8 am-11:45 
& 1 pm to 3:30 pm (Please call ahead to make drop off arrangements) 9/6 Office 
closed for Holiday) 

Van Wert First UMC, 113 W. Central Ave., Van Wert, 419.238.0631, Mon-Thurs., 8:30 am - 
4:30 pm & Friday 8:30-Noon (Please call ahead) 

Wapakoneta First UMC, 504 Glynwood Rd., Wapakoneta, 419.738.8168, Mon-Wed., 9:00 am 
– 4:00 pm (Please call ahead) (Specific drop off dates are September 7, 8, 9 from 9-4) 

 
Dates for the kits to be dropped off to the locations above will be: August 30 through Sep-
tember 9, 2021 or what works best for your location, but these dates will be communicated in the 
newsletters – always best to call ahead first to be sure.  For further info about the FOS, please 
click here. 

Hello, West Ohio ERT's! 
 
Following last week's flooding in southern Ohio, volunteers are needed for muck-outs and other 
recovery projects.  
 
If you and/or your ERT team is ready to serve, you can be in touch with: 
 

• Mike Boster, Lawrence County EMA, at 740-533-4375 

• Gary Stabler, Shawnee Valley District, at 740-384-3328 

• Rev. Anthony Thomas, New Hope UMC, for housing needs at 419-708-1607  
 
If you have questions, feel free to email me at mgrace@wocumc.org. 

http://www.festivalofsharing.org/
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org


 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant 

lay leadership development programs already availa-

ble within the United Methodist connection. Through 

this system of equipping and empowering, lay serv-

ants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other 

disciples  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY TUNED  RIGHT HERE FOR THE  

UPCOMING FALL CLASSES. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you 

know, would be interested in participating, please reg-

ister when the time is open to do so! 

 

 

 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com 
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Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

 

Women's Walks /Dates 

 

#110—June 10-13, 2021  

 

Men's Walks/Dates 

TBD 

 

Findlay Gathering - 3
rd
 Tuesday of each month  

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#81 -  July 15-18, 2021 

 

 

Men’s Walks/Dates 

#75 -  August 5-8, 2021 

 

Sidney Gathering – 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month  
 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#89  Oct. 14-17, 2021     

 

Men’s Walk/Dates   
#73 Sept. 16-19, 2021     

Chrysalis is a three day 

experience of spiritual 

renewal open to mem-

bers of any Christian 

denomination, ages 15 

to 24. It is an oppor-

tunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant to 

inspire, challenge, and equip youth for 

Christian action in their homes, churches, 

communities and places of work.   

 
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls Flight #53 

July 30-August 1, 2021 

 

Boys Flight #53 

July 9-11, 2021 

 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND A CHRYSALIS FLIGHT?     

Young adults from 15 ½ to 22 years (student) can at-

tend Chrysalis. 

 

 

Chrysalis is for the development of Christian youth 

who: 

• wish to strengthen their friendship with Christ; 
• may have unanswered questions about prayer, study, 
and sharing their faith; 
• understand that being a friend of Christ, or Christian, 
involves responsibility. 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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WHAT HAPPENS AT EMMAUS?       
The “Walk to Emmaus” is a 72-hour experience. The weekend begins on Thursday 
evening and ends Sunday evening. At Emmaus, you will spend three busy, but enjoya-
ble days. The weekend is held at St. Mark’s UMC in Findlay. You will sing, pray, wor-
ship and have small group discussions.  The talks are given by Pastors and Community 
members with a theme of God’s grace.   

HOW TO ATTEND? 
To attend an Emmaus walk, you must have a sponsor – someone who has previous-
ly attended the weekend and is willing to support you in prayer and service.   If you are 
interested, please ask!    

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER EMMAUS? 
One of the primary strengths of Emmaus is the follow-up. Your weekend lasts only 
three days, but you are invited to build on it for the rest of your life.  

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Director of Children and Family Ministry 
First United Methodist Church, 113 W Central Avenue, Van Wert, OH 
Candidate would lead in the discipleship of children (birth through 5th grade). 
   Lighthearted, joyful, fun and at times, SILLY!  
   Rich in music & stories.  
   Active with play & games.  
   A learning environment with space for questions & mystery.  
   Promoting wonder, awe & discovery.  
   A safe place with trained, loving volunteers.  
   Cognizant & welcoming of differences. 
  
Job responsibilities and expectations for the position.  
   Coordinate Sunday morning activities, annual VBS program, etc 
   Demonstrate fantastic communication and leadership skills 
   Utilize technology for teaching, communication and marketing 
   Team-oriented individual, works with church lead team, trains and equips volunteers 
   Know and comply with Safe Sanctuary policies 
  
Full time position: (40 hours/week including 46 Sundays per year) 
Educational requirements: High School Diploma 

Resume and references can be forwarded to firstchurch@wcoil.com 
Any questions can be directed to firstchurch@wcoil.com 

Treehouse Paradise at 

Camp Otterbein June 27– July 2 

  

What is better than camping in the great outdoors? Camping among 
the treetops!  
  
Campers at Treehouse Paradise at Camp Otterbein will experience na-
ture in a new and exciting way. They will spend the night in rustic tree-
house cabins which give them amazing views at the stars at night and a 
breathtaking sunrise experience in the morning.  
  
Campers aged 14-17 will learn valuable survival skills, including how to cook over a fire, build a raft and float it 
across the lake, and build a shelter in the North Woods wilderness to spend the night under. The week will also in-
clude camp favorites like swimming, high ropes and the zip line. Campers will do all of this while spending time with 
new friends growing closer to God. 
 
Treehouse Paradise runs June 24 – 29 at Camp Otterbein for teens aged 12-17. For more information, check out our 
website at www.westohiocamps.org.  

mailto:firstchurch@wcoil.com
mailto:firstchurch@wcoil.com
https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/
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Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  
Donating.  Really good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   
 

 

 

 

 

Free Bible Study materials 

Middle Point UMC has bible study materials for  “To Mars & Beyond” that they are donating. 

Anyone interested, please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested. 
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Wesley Chapel Mission Center Needs Summer Volunteers 
 
Wesley Chapel Mission Center, a United Methodist-related ministry in Cincinnati, is in need of volun-
teers for its summer program for children and youth. For six weeks during the summer, Wesley 
Chapel offers opportunities on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons for children to worship, 
play, learn, do a craft, have a Bible lesson, and garden. On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, the 
children have fun participating in walking field trips. Volunteers are needed to come alongside the 
Wesley Chapel staff to build positive, faith-forming relationships with the kids. Individual volunteers 
and mission teams are welcome, including adults, high school youth, and families. In addition to 
spending time with the kids, mission teams would help out with neighborhood projects that fit the 
team’s skill set. For more information, or to learn how you can volunteer, contact Kyle Linnemann at 
klinnemann@wcmcotr.org or 513-721-6204. 

 

 

Stoles remaining 
Women Clergy Alb recently found a home, but various stoles are still available.   
Free for the taking. Can be picked up here at the District Office.  Please call at 
419-523-9901 or email at lmoore@wocumc.org.   

mailto:klinnemann@wcmcotr.org


Children’s Ministry Director 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is accepting resumes for a Children’s Ministry Director to lead the 
church in reaching out and raising disciples of children (birth through 6

th
 grade). St. Paul’s is a local UM 

church in a rural county seat in Defiance, Ohio, (47 miles east of Fort Wayne, IN, 44 miles north of Li-
ma, Ohio and 58 miles west of Toledo) who loves embracing persons for Jesus, equipping persons to 
serve Jesus, and empowering persons to grow as a follower of Jesus. We’re committed to enlarging 
the circle of disciples of Jesus Christ. Our children’s ministry walks alongside parents to see their chil-
dren come to know the love of Jesus, grow in Jesus, to live for Jesus so that they can talk about Jesus. 
Our Children’s Ministry coordinator equips and empowers others to disciple children and their families 
in multiple school districts throughout Defiance County. Our coordinator must have a contagious rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ, excellent written and oral communication skills, practical leadership quali-
ties, and a passion for making disciples of adult leaders and children. We’re seeking someone who can 
serve this ½ time (20-22hrs weekly) with enthusiasm and consistent Christ-centered leadership in a 
team-oriented ministry setting. The ministry position description is made available by contacting the 
lead pastor, John Schlicher at pastorjohnschlicher@yahoo.com. Please visit our website to explore our 
ministry at www.defiancestpauls.com Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled. For consider-
ation, please submit your resume as soon as possible.  

Youth Ministry Director 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is accepting resumes for our Youth Ministry Director to lead the 
church in reaching out and raising disciples of youth (7

th
 Grade through 12

th
 Grade). St. Paul’s is a local 

UM church in a rural county seat in Defiance, Ohio, (47 miles east of Fort Wayne, IN, 44 miles north of 
Lima, Ohio and 58 miles west of Toledo) who loves embracing persons for Jesus, equipping persons to 
serve Jesus, and empowering persons to grow as a follower of Jesus.  Our coordinator must have a con-
tagious relationship with Jesus Christ, excellent written and oral communication skills, practical leader-
ship qualities, and a passion for making disciples of adult leaders and youth. We’re seeking someone 
who can serve this ½ time (20-22hrs weekly) with enthusiasm and consistent Christ-centered leadership 
in a team-oriented ministry setting. The ministry position description is made available by contacting the 
lead pastor, John Schlicher at pastorjohnschlicher@yahoo.com. Please visit our website to explore our 
ministry at www.defiancestpauls.com Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled. For considera-
tion, please submit your resume as soon as possible. 

Child Care Specialist 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is accepting resumes for our Child Care Specialist. The Child Care 
Specialist shall have responsibility for providing oversight and supervision of infant and childcare (ages 0-
4) in a team setting during all worship services sponsored by the church. This is a part-time position on 
Sunday mornings, hours are from 8:30 am till approximately 11:30 am. You should 1. Love working with 
children. 2. Enjoy working in a team setting. 3. Thrive is a modern dynamic environment. The position is 
currently open. The ministry position description is made available by contacting the lead pastor, John 
Schlicher at pastorjohnschlicher@yahoo.com. Please visit our website to explore our ministry at 
www.defiancestpauls.com Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled. For consideration, please 
submit your resume as soon as possible. 
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Director of Camps, Retreats, and Next Gen Engagement  

 

Do you have a passion for seeing lives changed for Christ? Are you a strong, experienced, servant 
leader? Have you formed and lead teams in a camping and retreat ministry context? Is camp ministry a 
call on your life? If you answered “yes” so far, please keep reading to learn about an incredible new op-
portunity. 

The West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church is currently seeking a Director of Camps, 
Retreats and Next Generation Engagement to lead us into our next phase of ministry. This position will 
bring leadership, vision, integrity, and a team-oriented philosophy to all aspects of the position. The di-
rector is ultimately responsible for all operations, maintenance, and fund development for West Ohio 
Camps and Retreats in addition to cultivating congregational capacity to engage next generations. In 
partnership with other staff, congregations, and volunteer leaders, we seek to provide invigorating 
space where diverse young adults, youth, and children experience faith and leadership in developmen-
tally accessible ways that change their lives and the church. 

Potential candidates should have an active faith within a United Methodist church and a bachelor’s de-
gree or higher with successful leadership experience in a camp setting and with next generations. Solid 
administrative skills, team development and deployment experience, and budget knowledge will also be 
important components for success. 

Please review the job description below for a full list of professional responsibilities, competencies, and 
requirements. A competitive salary, amazing benefits package, and the opportunity to work in a certified 
Best Christian Workplace environment are all included! 

To apply, please complete the attached application and submit with resume and cover letter, to Mike 
Kremnitzer at mkremnitzer@wocumc.org. The position will remain open until filled.  

Come join us as we “Equip local churches to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world…a world of justice, love, and peace filled with people growing in the likeness of Jesus Christ.” 

 

Click here for additional information and forms. 
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Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 
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