THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO
MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A
world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING
in the likeness of

JESUS CHRIST
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ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT?

Visit our website!

Contact us!
800.589.7828

Like us on
Facebook!

You still have time . . .SIGN UP NOW

FALL MISSION TRIP
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2018
THRU
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2018
To register and for more details see
page 10 of this newsletter
THANK YOU!
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DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED
The District office will be closed Friday August 3. It
will re-open on Monday August 6, 2018

Loving God,
If I am wrong, Right me. If I am lost, Guide me. If I start to give up, keep
me going. Lead me in Light and Love.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen

Save-the-Date!
Clergy Spouse Retreat
October 5-6, 2018
Registration and further
information to come soon

BY GEORGE! Campaign
This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the Northwest Plains District to be a part of a special effort to help
Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. This hospital that has
served countless numbers of children and their families over the years
has been devastated by the earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate need of help. So, we are inviting you to be part of a special campaign.
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give
just $1 per week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic
amount of financial help, but also hope that they are not alone. The
money will be collected at the District Office and sent on to Haiti. There
will be much more information coming in the form of videos, pamphlets,
etc. But we invite you now to begin praying about your congregation being a part of this effort. In a time where we see so much brokenness and

News from around the Connection

Unexpected Answers to Prayer Discussed at Lifetree Café
Unexpected outcomes from desperate situations will be explored at Lifetree Café on Wednesday, August 1 from 6:30-7:30pm.
The program, titled “What’s God Up To? Unwelcome Answers to Prayer,” features a filmed
interview with Ray Norman, a World Vision director who, along with his daughter, was shot
while serving in Mauritania.
“The doctor looked at my daughter and then looked at me and shook her head,” Norman says
during the interview. “She was clearly saying there’s not much hope.”
During the program, participants will have an opportunity to share stories from their own lives
that turned out differently than expected.
Admission to the 60-minute event is free. Lifetree Café is located at the Bachwell Center, 116
N. Washington Street, Van Wert, OH. Please enter on Court Street and park behind the
Courthouse.
Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversation about life and faith in a casual,
comfortable setting. Questions about Lifetree may be directed to First United Methodist
Church at 419/238-0631 or firstchurch@wcoil.com
Topic for August 8 – “Family Secrets…What Mama never told us.”

Campaign Vision and
Purpose
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust,
effective congregations and in turn multiply the number of
people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ,
being shaped from the inside out by the justice, love and
peace that Jesus brings to us all.
IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life…
AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple…
THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ.
For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. George Cooper/
gcooper@wocumc.org, Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/
snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org

Additional Details on Required Boundary Training for Clergy
To CAN appointed and assigned clergy, extension ministers, deacons appointed beyond the local
church, retired clergy serving churches, and certified lay ministers –
Just a reminder to register for one of the upcoming boundary trainings. Note that pre-registration
is required and closes two weeks before the event. NO WALK-INS…
This event is not optional, you must attend one of these trainings so please go ahead and
register now.
Boundary training focuses on developing healthy boundaries in ministry and is specific to the role
of a clergy person. One of the most interesting dynamics is the power difference between a person in a ministerial role and a member of his or her congregation. Other topics include personal
and professional health and the use of social media. This training is required for all actively serving clergy and retired clergy under appointment.

All events will be held from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. The cost is $25.00 per person. Payment
needs to be in two weeks prior to the event.
August 25-Linworth UMC, Columbus
August 29-Christ UMC, Kettering
August 30-Grace UMC, Perrysburg
September 12-Reynoldsburg UMC
Should you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas at 614-844-6200 or by email
at sthomas@wocumc.org. Conference website link.

Lay Servant Training Events
Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already
available within the United Methodist connection.
Through this system of equipping and empowering,
lay servants have the opportunity to grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make
other disciples

"Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry
(Basic) Part 1 & 2" led by Rev. John
Maynard/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be
offered on Saturday, October 20 (Part 1) &
October 27 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio. The
FIRM deadline for registration is October 13 &
20. If we do not receive 10 registrations, the
class will not be held. Register on the Northwest Plains district website.

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply
Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply.
•

“Polity (CORE course) Part 1 & 2” led by
Rev. Duane Kemerley, will be offered Saturday, October 20 (Part 1) & October 27 (Part
2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N.
Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration is October 13 & 20. If we do not receive
10 registrations, the class will not be held. Register on the Northwest Plains district website.

Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen,
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoover1@woh.rr.com.

•
•

“Teaching the Bible (Advanced course) ” led
by Rev. Becky Schofield Motter, will be offered Saturday, October 20, 8:30am-4:30pm,
at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The
FIRM deadline for registration is October 13th.
If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class
will not be held. Register on the Northwest
Plains district website

Stephen Brooks is responsible for the
northern part of NWP District including
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be
reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.

March
17

“Responding to the Call (Advanced course) ”
led by Rev. Dwight Bowers, will be offered
Saturday, October 27 8:30am-4:30pm, at
Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The
FIRM deadline for registration is October 20th.
If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class
will not be held. Register on the Northwest
Plains district website

Please help get the word out. If you, or
someone you know, would be interested in
participating, please register today!

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or
learn more about it contact Brad Martin.
I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus
Community. The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another community, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director |
bmartin4477@gmail.com

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
Women's Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #105
October 4-7, 2018
Men's Walks
Men’s Walk #79

Dates
November 1-4, 2018

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
Women’s Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #76
October 18-21, 2018
Men’s Walks
Men’s Walk #71
Men’s Walk #72

Dates
July 19-22, 2018
November 1-4, 2018

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Chrysalis is a three day experience of
spiritual renewal open to members of
any Christian denomination, ages 15 to
24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus
Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant
to inspire, challenge, and equip youth
for Christian action in their homes,
churches, communities and places of
work.
St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay
Girls # 51 - June 28—July 1, 2018
Boys # 50 - July 26-29, 2018
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
Greene Street UMC, Piqua
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
Delta UMC, Delta
Girls -June 22-24, 2018

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Local Church and Community Events
HAVE SCRAP METAL TO GET RID OF?

Do you have an antenna down from a storm? Got sheet metal, or a chainlink fence you’ve wanted to take down? Here’s a chance to do good while
cleaning up from a storm or cleaning out the garage, attic, basement,
shed, backyard, etc.
Trinity United Methodist Church, Ottawa is continuing its Scrap
Metal Drive—ALL METAL accepted—anything and everything. A dumpster is located in the parking lot at Tri-R-Guns, 241 E. Second Street,
Ottawa, waiting for your cast-offs through the summer. ABSOLUTELY NO TV’S, COMPUTER MONTORS, PAINT, TIRES or AEROSOL CANS ACCEPTED. All proceeds will go to
Trustee projects at Trinity United Methodist Church. Call 419-523-6496 for more information.

ADA FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHRUCH IS OFFERING . .
The Prayer Course
This course is for anyone wanting to grow deeper in their prayer life. It includes short videos designed to fuel discussion, lay a foundation for a life of prayer, and deepen the prayer life of our
church. Please come as you are able and join us for food, fellowship, and Bible study in this opportunity to grow in relationship with Jesus. We'll journey through the Lord's Prayer with six interactive sessions for small groups covering topics such as intercession, dealing with disappointment, learning to listen, and spiritual warfare. Mark your calendars for Sundays from July 22August 26, 11:30am-1:30pm. Lunch and childcare will be provided. Brought to you by the Prayer
Team. For more information, check out the website: https://www.prayercourse.org/. Contact Pastor Ruth or the church office in order to sign-up (419-634-4626).

Registrations are now being accepted for the Weekday Pre-School of Westside United
Methodist Church at 604 Gloria, Ave., Lima, OH 45805. We offer a Kindergarten Readiness Program and are State Licensed. Our Fall Program will begin September 4, 2018.
The children must be 3 or 4 on our before September 4, 2018. Morning classes are full Afternoon classes are available. Classes meet each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
from 12:45-2:45 pm*
*A minimum of 16 children (age 3 or 4 yrs. old) are needed to hold afternoon classes. Registration fee
MUST be paid by Friday, August 24th to secure a spot. Registration is $30.00 and Monthly Tuition is
$65.00

You may call 419-224-2597 or 419-224-2668 for more information

The Newsboys are Coming to the Mercer County Fair
The Newsboys (Christian Concert) will be at the Mercer County Fair
on Saturday, August 11, 2018 with special guest Adam Agee!
You may purchase tickets between 8:00am - noon at the Mercer County
Fairgrounds Office or you may purchase online
at www.mercercountyohiofair.com after 8:00am on March 30.
Tickets are $25 for Grandstand Wings, $30 for Grandstand, $40 for Box Seats.

Free Robes for Pastors
1 black and 1 cream colored robes (for either men or women). Please contact the district office for more
information 419-523-9901 (i.e. Eileen Kochensparger)
Church Guitarist Wanted!
Are you interested in using your musical talents in a local church? We at West Independence UMC would
love to hear from you! We are currently seeking out someone to play guitar in our Bridge Band on Sundays for our blended worship service. Looking for someone passionate about worship music and committed to ministry. Compensation will be included based on experience and time and can be discussed at
a future time. Please contact the church at 419.894.6454, ask for Pastor Mark. Or, visit us in person or
online at 22876 US Highway 224, Fostoria, OH 44830, mywiumc.org. We look forward to seeking out this
opportunity with you in the near future!
Vacation Bible School Materials
Mt. Cory/Pleasant View Charge has Vacation Bible School materials from two summers available free of
charge to any church that needs/wants them—still available is Sonquest Rainforest. Material includes
the kits, some of the posters and scenery, music DVD's, teacher manuals, and some of the materials for
crafts are available with the kits. They were each used once. Anyone interested can call 419.302.9641
for more information.
Coordinator of Youth Ministry
St. Andrew's UMC seeks a passionate, Christ-centered disciple to lead and coordinate the congregation's
youth ministry. This person will develop, oversee and lead an engaging ministry for and with youth in an
atmosphere of open, genuine Christian community; and recruit, nurture and develop a team of adult ministry servants who will help youth to deepen their faith with Christ by worshiping, learning, serving and
sharing together. This is a part-time position (up to 30 hours weekly). For more information, visit our
website at saumcfindlay.org. Submit resumes to Rev. Jeff Motter at jmotter@saumcfindlay.org or mail to
120 W. Sandusky St., Findlay, OH 45840.
Handbell Table Covers
Bryan Wesley UMC has (3) six foot long, two-piece (top and skirt corduroy water-blue handbell table covers with attached pockets and the Velcro to attach to foam pads.. Never used, but also never returned.
Please make offer to pastorpeterpaige@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Leipsic United Methodist Church is seeking a full time Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper. Hours 8:00 –
4:00, Monday – Friday. We are looking for an individual who is hands-on with strong attention to detail,
has excellent written and verbal communication skills as well as good team working skills. Must be proficient in MS Office. A high school diploma is required, college degree preferred. Compensation commensurate with experience. Vacation and benefits available. Please send resume to: Leipsic United Methodist Church, PO Box 126, Leipsic, OH 45856. Deadline to apply is July 31, 2018.
Choir Robes
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to a
church that can use of them. For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252.

Free Cantata Books
Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter, and Patriotic seasons. Donating. Really good condition. Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.
Choir Robes
Coldwater United Methodist Church has two dozen Adult Choir Robes, burgundy-red with white and
gold trim. Free to a church or ministry that will put them to good use. Call the Church office at 614678-3326 if interested .
Outdoor sign letters
Available—a wood container with 7-inch letters and numerals for outdoor street signage. A donation
is acceptable but not necessary. Please contact the office at West Independence United Methodist
Church, 419-894-6454, if interested or have any questions
Part Time Children’s Ministry Leader
Twin Oaks UMC is seeking a Children’s Ministry Leader (10-15 hours a week) to help shape children
into Disciples of Christ, overseeing all children from 18 and younger. The responsibilities of the position include leading children’s church, creating effective discipleship pathway/formation for children,
outreach to children of Oakwood, serve on leadership team for Sunday evening experience, train and
organize children’s ministry team, and administrative reporting. Resumes and contact information for
three professional references can be submitted to Rev. Brandy Feltz at pastorfeltz@gmail.com.
(Subject Line: Children’s Ministry Leader) or to TOUMC Children’s Ministry, 201 E Harmon St.
Oakwood, OH 45873.
Church Secretary
Family of Faith UMC, 801 Bellefontaine Ave, Lima, OH is seeking a part-time church secretary.

Applicants should be proficient in office procedures, computer and Power Point. Approximately 20 Hours
per week. For complete job description and application information, please contact
the church office at 419-234-3766 or by e-mail at family.of.faith.lima@gmail.com.

Children’s Acolyte Robes Needed
Salem Cass UMC is in need of more white/off-white children’s acolyte robes in various sizes. Please
email secretary@salemcass.org or call the church at 419-423-9751.
Administrative Coordinator
The West Ohio Conference is currently seeking an Administrative Coordinator for the Council on Development and Office of CFO. This full-time position supports the Executive Director of COD, the Chief
Financial Officer, both members of the Bishop’s executive staff, and the Associate Director of COD.
This position works with church leaders, pastors, and a host of individual donors from across the
West Ohio Conference. Because of the range of responsibilities, adaptability that insures responsive,
coherent, and appropriate action is critical.
Potential candidates should possess a heart for Jesus, an Associate degree or higher with at least
three years of related experience, exceptional written and verbal communication skills, and computer
proficiency in Microsoft Office Suite. Please review the job description for a full list of professional
responsibilities, competencies, and requirements. A competitive salary, amazing benefits package,
and the opportunity to work with great people are included! To apply please complete and submit
the attached application along with cover letter and resume to mkremnitzer@wocumc.org. Position
will remain open until filled.
Come join us as we “Equip local churches to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world…a world of justice, love, and peace filled with people growing in the likeness of Jesus
Christ.”

Northwest Plains District UMC

Fall Mission Trip
Midwest Mission Distribution Center
Chatham, Illinois
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2018
Always thought you’d like to go
on a mission trip but felt you
can’t do the heavy work? Well
join us now and you will find you
can help!
Some of the tasks include: working on mailings, sewing, assembling school bags, flood buckets, layette kits, bedding packs
and medical suppliers. Repairing bicycles, sewing machines,
and lawn mowers. Building and
varnishing school desks and
other small jobs.

Registration with a $75 deposit
will hold a spot for you. Please
send registration and deposit to
the district office no later than
August 1, 2018.
Balance is due by September 1,
2018.

Make check payable to:
Northwest Plains District UMC
Mail to:
Northwest Plains District UMC
910 E. Third Street
Ottawa, OH 45875
Questions:
Please contact: Marge Dresbach
Phone: 419-943-2237
Email: dresbach2@fairpoint.net

CANCELLATIONS ARE NONREFUNDABLE

THRU
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2018

COST: $225 PER PERSON
Lodging will be in a heated/air
conditioned, handicap accessible
dormitory with two people per
room. You will need to bring bed
linens, towels, and toiletries.
There are bunk beds in each
room we usually use only the
lower bunks. However, if you
would use a top bunk we would
be able to allow for more than
16 participants.
If you are a camper with an RV,
there is a full hook-up available.

Mission Trip Registration

Midwest Mission Distribution Center
September 30-October 5, 2018
Name (s) _______________________________________
Church ________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
Phone ______________________________

Email _________________________________________

TARRP EVENT - FOR ALL SMALL MEMBERSHIP CHURCHES!!!
WORSHIP: PLAN, ENHANCE, & ENRICH! DOING A LOT WITH A LITTLE!
Held on Sat., September 15, 2018, at Christ UMC, Baltimore, Ohio
Sometimes we find our worship is more about routine elements each Sunday rather than an outpouring of
gratefulness and praise to our Triune God. Sometimes our worship requires enhancement, enrichment, updating, or a tweak. Sometimes we are so used to throwing a service together at the last minute we forget that
worshipful planning often leads to worshipful worship services.
On Sat., September 15, 2018, TARRP will offer WORSHIP: PLAN, ENHANCE, & ENRICH! DOING A
LOT WITH A LITTLE! Rev. Robin Knowles-Wallace, seminary professor at MTSO, will teach Theology
of Hymns for the 21st Century and Creative Worship Planning. Rev. Jackson Henry, the Director of Music
Ministries at UM Discipleship Ministries will offer and demonstrate detailed worship resources our denomination offers for free or affordable prices.
To focus on your particular needs, you may choose one of three break-out session choices: Planning for Advent with Rev. Knowles-Wallace; or PowerPoint and Media in the Church with Rev. Ryan Grace; or Recruit, Form or Create a Worship Team led by Rev. Barbara Cooper.
Brooke Hilliard will demonstrate UM Hymnal resources and offer Music Ministry Enhancements at the
Cokesbury table.
Join us for a day of worship, learning, sharing, and equipping, so we can be all we can be in praise and worship! Brochures are available on the link, or by contacting Rev. Deb Ketcham at 614-580-2382 or
revdsk@frontier.com. Registration deadline is Sept. 9th! See you there!

Resources
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide
Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shooters in a house of worship.
UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church leadership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being prepared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries.
Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins
in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19)
There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the
church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.
DOWNLOAD http://tiny.cc/hf6sry

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions
Positions Required in All Congregations
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of
treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these positions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)."
Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1)
Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2)
Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550)
Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4)
Lay Leader (¶251.1)
Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2)
Financial Secretary (¶258.4)
Church Treasurer (¶258.4)
Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242)
Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3)
LEARN MORE http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions

Do you have news or something interesting to share? Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly
Bulletin e-mail list? Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below:
Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org
Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org
Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org
Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org

Paperless Compass Newsletter
The Northwest Plains District is starting to transition to paperless Compass
Newsletters. If you would like a paper copy of the Compass Newsletter,
please email nwplains@WOCUMC.org.

