THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO
MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A
world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING
in the likeness of

JESUS CHRIST
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ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT?

Visit our website!

Contact us!
800.589.7828

Pastors,
Reminder if you have not scheduled
your 1:1 with Barry or Lynda, please
contact the District office at 419-5239901 and schedule through Lesley or
refer to your Doodle Poll link sent a
few weeks ago via email.

Northwest Plains District Website
West Ohio UMC Website

Thank you!

West Ohio You Tube
Lay Ministry
The United Methodist Church
United Methodist VIM
United Methodist Women
Church World Service
Rethink Church
Find A Church
MissionInsite
UMCom Tech Shop
UMCOR’S YouTube
Friendly Center, Toledo
Bread for the World
Society of St. Andrew
Stop Hunger Now

Celebrating The United Methodist Church’s
50th Anniversary
Date: July 9-12, 2018
Location: United Theological Seminary
4501 Denlinger Road
Dayton, OH 45426
Registration Fee: $155
Bus Tour (July 12) :$30
Merging the Streams commemorates the 50th
anniversary of the merger between the Methodist
Church and the Evangelical United Brethren
Church in 1968. To register and find more information about the schedule, speakers, and hotels
visit www.umchistory.org/merging-streams. Brochures are also available at the District office.

Like us on
Facebook!

Heavenly Lord, do not let us neglect Your Spirit or the gifts You have given
us. Give us courage to use these gifts and the humility to not use them for
our glory, but for You and Your glory. Help us see the good work You have
ready for us and embrace that work with willingness and joy.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Rev. Sidney Davis Sr. who died Wednesday, June 6, 2018. He was a retired pastor from The West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church having served churches in Missouri, Oklahoma, and Ohio with the most
recent being West Unity-Clay Ebenezer, St Paul and Riverside churches. He was also a veteran having served in
the United States Air Force during the Korean War.
Surviving him in death are his wife, Lois; daughter, Lois Margaret (David) Coulter-Beeman; sons, James (Mei)
Davis, David (Hortensia) Davis, Sr., John (Giohanna) Davis and Rev. Sidney (Jamie) Davis, Jr.; sister, Florence
Kimmel; brothers, Curtis Davis and Irvin Davis as well as several great-grandchildren and great-greatgrandchildren. Preceding him in death was his brother, William and sister, Alice. You can make memorial contributions to Toulon UMC.

BY GEORGE! Campaign
This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the Northwest
Plains District to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. This hospital that has served countless numbers of
children and their families over the years has been devastated by the
earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate need of help. So, we are
inviting you to be part of a special campaign.
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give
just $1 per week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic
amount of financial help, but also hope that they are not alone. The money
will be collected at the District Office and sent on to Haiti. There will be
much more information coming in the form of videos, pamphlets, etc. But
we invite you now to begin praying about your congregation being a part
of this effort. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this
is one way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can
apart. Watch for more information to come!

News from around the Connection

Campaign Vision and
Purpose
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust,
effective congregations and in turn multiply the number of
people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ,
being shaped from the inside out by the justice, love and
peace that Jesus brings to us all.
IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life…
AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple…
THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ.
For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. George Cooper/
gcooper@wocumc.org, Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/
snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org
More Details on Required Boundary Training for Clergy
Boundary training focuses on developing healthy boundaries in ministry and is specific to the role of a
clergy person. One of the most interesting dynamics is the power difference between a person in a ministerial role and a member of his or her congregation. Other topics include personal and
professional health and the use of social media. This training is required for all actively serving clergy and
retired clergy under appointment. The Episcopal Office, Cabinet, and the Office of Ministry have worked
together to plan and implement this vital training. All materials will be provided for you. Starting Friday,
March 16, please register for one of these events on the conference website.
• August 25-Linworth UMC
• August 29-Christ UMC, Kettering, MIV/ORV
• August 30-Grace UMC, Perrysburg, MWD/NWP
• September 12-Reynoldsburg UMC, CAS/CAN
Should you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas at 614.844.6200 or by email
at sthomas@wocumc.org.

OPIOID AND SUICIDE LOSS

Grief Care Fellowship presents a FREE, ONE-HOUR Workshop Tuesday, July 17th 10:00/2:00/6:00 at St. Mark’s
UMC 1110 N. Metcalf St., Lima. 419-222-3601. smcresourcecenter1@gmail.com.
Register EVENTBRITE.COM
REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

Lay Servant Training Events

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant
lay leadership development programs already available within the United Methodist connection.
Through this system of equipping and empowering,
lay servants have the opportunity to grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other
disciples

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply.
•

•

Nancy Replogle is responsible for the
southern part of NWP District including
Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert
and Wyandot counties. She can be
reached at 419.771.3472 (note new telephone number) or by email at rnreplogle73@gmail.com.

"Theology of Hymns" led by Rev. Steve
Rath, will be offered on Saturday, July 21,
8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N.
Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio. The FIRM deadline
for registration is July 6, 2018. If we do not
receive 10 registrations, the class will not
be held. Register on the Northwest Plains
district website.

Stephen Brooks is responsible for the
northern part of NWP District including
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be
reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.

March
17

“Ministry in the Rural Setting” led by
Rev. Walt Goble, will be offered Saturday,
July 21, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC,
137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration is July 6, 2018. If we
do not receive 10 registrations, the class
will not be held. Register on the Northwest
Plains district website.
Please help get the word out. If you, or
someone you know, would be interested in
participating, please register today!

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or
learn more about it contact Brad Martin.
I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus
Community. The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another community, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director |
bmartin4477@gmail.com

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
Women's Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #105
October 4-7, 2018
Men's Walks
Men’s Walk #79

Dates
November 1-4, 2018

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
Women’s Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #76
October 18-21, 2018
Men’s Walks
Men’s Walk #71
Men’s Walk #72

Dates
July 19-22, 2018
November 1-4, 2018

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Chrysalis is a three day experience of
spiritual renewal open to members of
any Christian denomination, ages 15 to
24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus
Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant
to inspire, challenge, and equip youth
for Christian action in their homes,
churches, communities and places of
work.
St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay
Girls # 51 - June 28—July 1, 2018
Boys # 50 - July 26-29, 2018
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
Greene Street UMC, Piqua
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
Delta UMC, Delta
Girls -June 22-24, 2018

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Local Church and Community Events
1st UM Preschool accepts registrations

First United Methodist Preschool, 113 W. Central Ave., is currently accepting registrations for the 2018-2019 school year.
First United Methodist Preschool is a Christian-based school that prepares children to succeed
in all areas of life. The curriculum is driven by Ohio Department of Education standards and
each teacher is there to provide a positive and nurturing environment for all children as they
begin their educational journey.
The preschool offers two mornings per week for students who are 3 and 4 years of
age. A child who is at least 4 and is planning on attending kindergarten the following school
year may attend pre-kindergarten classes, which provide the option of choosing three or four
mornings per week.
Classes meet Monday-Thursday 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Harpster UMC Ice Cream Social
Wednesday, July 25, 2018
4:30---6:30 p.m.
Sandwiches, Noodles, Salads, Desserts,
And Ice Cream.
Come and Enjoy !!
Handicap Accessible.
17508 Cherokee Street, Harpster, Oh 43323

The Newsboys are Coming to the Mercer County Fair
The Newsboys (Christian Concert) will be at the Mercer County Fair
on Saturday, August 11, 2018 with special guest Adam Agee!
You may purchase tickets between 8:00am - noon at the Mercer County
Fairgrounds Office or you may purchase online
at www.mercercountyohiofair.com after 8:00am on March 30.
Tickets are $25 for Grandstand Wings, $30 for Grandstand, $40 for Box Seats.

Free Robes for Pastors (correction)
1 black and 2 cream colored robes (for either men or women). Please contact the district office for more
information 419-523-9901 (i.e. Eileen Kochensparger)
Church Guitarist Wanted!
Are you interested in using your musical talents in a local church? We at West Independence UMC would
love to hear from you! We are currently seeking out someone to play guitar in our Bridge Band on Sundays for our blended worship service. Looking for someone passionate about worship music and committed to ministry. Compensation will be included based on experience and time and can be discussed at
a future time. Please contact the church at 419.894.6454, ask for Pastor Mark. Or, visit us in person or
online at 22876 US Highway 224, Fostoria, OH 44830, mywiumc.org. We look forward to seeking out this
opportunity with you in the near future!
Vacation Bible School Materials
Mt. Cory/Pleasant View Charge has Vacation Bible School materials from two summers available free of
charge to any church that needs/wants them—still available is Sonquest Rainforest. Material includes
the kits, some of the posters and scenery, music DVD's, teacher manuals, and some of the materials for
crafts are available with the kits. They were each used once. Anyone interested can call 419.302.9641
for more information.
Coordinator of Youth Ministry
St. Andrew's UMC seeks a passionate, Christ-centered disciple to lead and coordinate the congregation's
youth ministry. This person will develop, oversee and lead an engaging ministry for and with youth in an
atmosphere of open, genuine Christian community; and recruit, nurture and develop a team of adult ministry servants who will help youth to deepen their faith with Christ by worshiping, learning, serving and
sharing together. This is a part-time position (up to 30 hours weekly). For more information, visit our
website at saumcfindlay.org. Submit resumes to Rev. Jeff Motter at jmotter@saumcfindlay.org or mail to
120 W. Sandusky St., Findlay, OH 45840.

Handbell Table Covers
Bryan Wesley UMC has (3) six foot long, two-piece (top and skirt corduroy water-blue handbell table covers with attached pockets and the Velcro to attach to foam pads.. Never used, but also never returned.
Please make offer to pastorpeterpaige@gmail.com

Free Cantata Books
Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter, and Patriotic seasons. Donating. Really good condition. Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.
Choir Robes
Coldwater United Methodist Church has two dozen Adult Choir Robes, burgundy-red with white and
gold trim. Free to a church or ministry that will put them to good use. Call the Church office at 614678-3326 if interested .
Outdoor sign letters
Available—a wood container with 7-inch letters and numerals for outdoor street signage. A donation
is acceptable but not necessary. Please contact the office at West Independence United Methodist
Church, 419-894-6454, if interested or have any questions
Part Time Children’s Ministry Leader
Twin Oaks UMC is seeking a Children’s Ministry Leader (10-15 hours a week) to help shape children
into Disciples of Christ, overseeing all children from 18 and younger. The responsibilities of the position include leading children’s church, creating effective discipleship pathway/formation for children,
outreach to children of Oakwood, serve on leadership team for Sunday evening experience, train and
organize children’s ministry team, and administrative reporting. Resumes and contact information for
three professional references can be submitted to Rev. Brandy Feltz at pastorfeltz@gmail.com.
(Subject Line: Children’s Ministry Leader) or to TOUMC Children’s Ministry, 201 E Harmon St.
Oakwood, OH 45873.
Church Secretary
Family of Faith UMC, 801 Bellefontaine Ave, Lima, OH is seeking a part-time church secretary.

Applicants should be proficient in office procedures, computer and Power Point. Approximately 20 Hours
per week. For complete job description and application information, please contact
the church office at 419-234-3766 or by e-mail at family.of.faith.lima@gmail.com.

Children’s Acolyte Robes Needed
Salem Cass UMC is in need of more white/off-white children’s acolyte robes in various sizes. Please
email secretary@salemcass.org or call the church at 419-423-9751.
Choir Robes
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to
a church that can use of them. For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252.

The District Office will be closed
Wednesday, July 4
Thursday, July 5
Friday, July 6

In observance of Independence Day.

Northwest Plains District UMC

Fall Mission Trip
Midwest Mission Distribution Center
Chatham, Illinois
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2018
Always thought you’d like to go
on a mission trip but felt you
can’t do the heavy work? Well
join us now and you will find you
can help!
Some of the tasks include: working on mailings, sewing, assembling school bags, flood buckets, layette kits, bedding packs
and medical suppliers. Repairing bicycles, sewing machines,
and lawn mowers. Building and
varnishing school desks and
other small jobs.

Registration with a $75 deposit
will hold a spot for you. Please
send registration and deposit to
the district office no later than
August 1, 2018.
Balance is due by September 1,
2018.

Make check payable to:
Northwest Plains District UMC
Mail to:
Northwest Plains District UMC
910 E. Third Street
Ottawa, OH 45875
Questions:
Please contact: Marge Dresbach
Phone: 419-943-2237
Email: dresbach2@fairpoint.net

CANCELLATIONS ARE NONREFUNDABLE

THRU
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2018

COST: $225 PER PERSON
Lodging will be in a heated/air
conditioned, handicap accessible
dormitory with two people per
room. You will need to bring bed
linens, towels, and toiletries.
There are bunk beds in each
room we usually use only the
lower bunks. However, if you
would use a top bunk we would
be able to allow for more than
16 participants.
If you are a camper with an RV,
there is a full hook-up available.

Mission Trip Registration

Midwest Mission Distribution Center
September 30-October 5, 2018
Name (s) _______________________________________
Church ________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
Phone ______________________________

Email _________________________________________

SIGN-UP TODAY
LAKESIDE
CHAUTAUQUA
SEE DETAILS BELOW FOR:
• RETREAT SCHEDULE
• REGISTRATION
• MEALS
• ACCOMMODTIONS

Resources
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide
Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shooters in a house of worship.
UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church leadership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being prepared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries.
Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins
in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19)
There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the
church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.
DOWNLOAD http://tiny.cc/hf6sry

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions
Positions Required in All Congregations
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of
treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these positions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)."
Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1)
Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2)
Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550)
Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4)
Lay Leader (¶251.1)
Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2)
Financial Secretary (¶258.4)
Church Treasurer (¶258.4)
Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242)
Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3)
LEARN MORE http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
Do you have news or something interesting to share? Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly
Bulletin e-mail list? Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below:
Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org
Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org
Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org
Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org

Paperless Compass Newsletter
The Northwest Plains District is starting to transition to paperless Compass
Newsletters. If you would like a paper copy of the Compass Newsletter,
please email nwplains@WOCUMC.org.

