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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
800.589.7828 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 8, 2021 

The Color of Compromise: A Lenten Book Study 

 

You're invited to take part in a Conference-wide Lenten study on the 
book The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the American Church's Com-
plicity in Racism.  
 

Each Sunday during Lent from 7-8:30pm we will discuss the difficult and com-
plex history of racism and the complicity of the church. Author Jemar Tisby 
calls us to be courageous Christians as we face our tragic historic truth in or-
der to lead with authentic hope and reconciliation for the present.  
 

Beginning Sunday, February 21, we will get together via Zoom for a discus-
sion about 2 chapters of the book. There will be large group time and smaller 
breakouts with a leader in each group. Participants will need to have their 
own copy of the book. Purchase from Amazon or Cokesbury.  
 

Questions? Contact Rev. Vicki Robinson, Church of the Saviour UMC Cincin-
nati at vicki.robinson@cos-umc.org. The Zoom meeting information will be 
emailed to you prior to the first session. REGISTER HERE.  

Lay Members at-large to Annual Conference 

 

Any lay members of Northwest Plains churches who wish to be considered as a 
lay member at-large from the District to Annual Conference this year should 
contact the NWP District office by March 3, 2021 to express their interest in be-
ing considered for an open spot. Annual Conference will be held virtually June 6 
and 7. Contact the District Office with any questions. 

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+color+of+compromise&crid=2I7BDL6PFP5UG&sprefix=the+color+of+%2Caps%2C222&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_3_13
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780310113607-The-Color-of-Compromise
mailto:vicki.robinson@cos-umc.org
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/lent-book-study-color-compromise
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I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonders. I will be 
glad and rejoice in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. Psalm 9:1–
2, NIV 
 
Lord our God, keep us in your Spirit. Surround us with your protection, so that 
in body and soul we may praise your might and be joyful even in a world full of 
evil. Shine into our hearts, that we may discern what is right and good and eter-
nal. May you do more than we can ask or understand for those who still walk in 
darkness far away from you. May your eternal mercy enfold them, and may the 
earth be filled with thanks to you, the Creator and Father of us all. Amen. 

West Ohio VIM Teams Plan Return to Mexico 

 

Four West Ohio Volunteers in Mission teams plan to travel to Mexico in 2021 – in May, July, Septem-
ber and November. Last year, all but January’s team was cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
which contributed to a shortfall in funding for the Methodist ministries in Mexico. With a vaccine on the 
way, and better safeguards now in place on both sides of the border, the VIM team leaders feel it is 
time to return. Mission teams to Mexico are coordinated through Manos Juntas, the licensed 
healthcare ministry of the Methodist Church of Mexico. Each short-term mission consists of two to 
three days of mission service along with travel and set up. Each team is comprised of medical profes-
sionals (doctors, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, specialists, nurses and dieticians), transla-
tors, pastors, educators and people willing to share the love of Jesus. Some teams also include a con-
struction project and/or visiting the children's home. For more information, or to register online, visit 
www.westohioumc.org/mexicovim  

Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  
Donating.  Really good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   
 

Stoles remaining 
Women Clergy Alb recently found a home, but various stoles are still available.   Free for the tak-
ing. Can be picked up here at the District Office.  Please call at 419-523-9901 or email at 
lmoore@wocumc.org.   

https://www.westohioumc.org/mexicovim
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Churches are starting to discuss ways to hold Ash Wednesday services during the pandemic. It is up to 
each church to determine what will work best for them.  

Here is a list of guidelines provided by the General Board of Discipleship.  
 

Some ideas that have been suggested by our pastors include:  
 

• Holding virtual or in-person worship and symbolically making the sign of the cross together, without us-
ing actual ashes. 

• Putting ashes on small squares of burlap or in disposable communion cups and passing those out for 
self-imposition. 

• Holding drive-through ash imposition. 
• When doing ash imposition it was suggested to use disposable cotton swabs. (The 6-inch long cotton 

swabs are $7 for 200 on Amazon.)  
• Note that if you are holding a virtual Ash Wednesday service you might remind people not to use ashes 

from their fireplace as they can cause alkali burns. 

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanks-
giving the life and ministry of: 
 
 

Rev. Jon Barker who died Saturday, January 30, 2021. He was a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. He served appointments at Marathon Charge and Edon, Chillicothe Trinity, Mag-
netic Springs, Arcadia, New Knoxville, Zanesville Faith, Loveland, Collingwood, Elmore St. Paul Trinity, North 
College Hill, and South Lebanon churches. 
 
He is survived by his wife, Elaine Blank Barker; daughter, Katharine "Katie" Abdallah; grandchild, Ayah Abdal-
lah; and brother, Timothy (Kim) Barker 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/tips-for-ash-wednesday-during-covid-19
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IMPORTANT DATE 
 

February 26, 2021 Year End Statistical Reports Due 

 

2020 year-end reports were sent out last week, 

so look for them in the church mail.  
 

Learn Now About How to Engage Your Community 

 
From Sam Rodriguez, Director of Faith Formation & Community Engagement 
 

While working at Discipleship Ministries in Church Planting Resourcing, I became acutely aware of the fact that 
church planting was not that different from a church that is attempting to engage in a new beginning – both are 
about having a keen sense for the work God is already doing and getting on board.  
 

In Seven Seasons of Planting a New Church, a strategic paper written by members of Path1, we find the following 
regarding the Season of Visioning: “The soil in which God sows the seed of a new church is in the planter or plant-
ing church’s heart. Vision offers a shared picture of a preferred future, inspired by God and often first articulated 
by leaders and then affirmed by God’s people. A vison for starting a new church may arise from a need to reach a 
geographical area, cultural group, or specific community of people.”  
 

COVID is still well entrenched in our daily lives as it continues to limit our ability to meet face to face. We can 
claim this moment as a time for preparation for the future. I would like to recommend a book that clergy and 
laity can read in preparation for when the opportunity eventually arises to engage our community intimately and 
purposefully. Read More.  

Be the Bridge: Pursuing God's Heart for Racial Reconciliation 

 

Are you interested in getting involved in anti-racist work, but don’t where to start?  
Would you like a safe place to discuss sensitive topics?  

 

Northwest UMC is starting a new book study on Zoom, and it is open to all. The group will be reading Be the Bridge: 
Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial Reconciliation by Latasha Morrison. Meetings will be held on Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. beginning February 24. For more information or to sign up to receive the Zoom link, visit nwumc.com/
bethebridge or contact Katy Wright with any questions, katyw@nwumc.com.  

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/learn-now-about-how-engage-your-community
https://nwumc.com/bethebridge
https://nwumc.com/bethebridge
mailto:katyw@nwumc.com
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Northwest Plains District is Available by Phone & Email 
 
The Northwest Plains District remains closed to visitors but the work 
of the staff continues. You should expect responses by telephone 
and email. Messages left in the general voicemail will be forwarded to 
staff the same day.  Thank you. 

Corona Virus Resources 
  
CAN Town Hall Resources 
Rev. Linda Middelberg and Rev. Karen Cook recently held Town Hall meetings in the district on returning to wor-
ship.Click here to see the resources and best practices that were shared during those meetings.   This information in-
cludes a sample congregational survey, proposed reopening plan template, social distancing seating capacity calcula-
tions, etc. 
  
Suggested Guidelines and Considerations for Returning to Worship 
To print or download these guidelines click here. 
  
Cokesbury Offers Worship Supplies including, masks, sanitizers, signage, etc. See more here. 
  
One Stop Corona Virus Resources kept UPDATED can be found here.  
  
CDC Guidance for Communities of Faith can be found here. 
 
State of Ohio Best Practices for Places of Worship can be found here 
   
Planning for Church Life After Covid-19 from UM Communications, read the article here. 
 
Worship Supplies  If you are not able to obtain single-serve communion cups and other worship supplies from Cokes-
bury, we have had luck with Concordia Supply,  https://www.concordiasupply.com/. 

Virtual ERT Recertification Class Set for February 20 

  

On Saturday, February 20, from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm, West Ohio will hold a virtual ERT recertification class 
using ZOOM online. The four-hour course will be taught by West Ohio ERT trainers and is approved by 
UMCOR. Registrants must complete a background check and submit a photo prior to the training in order 
to participate. The class is only for ERT’s who have already completed the 8-hour basic course and need 
to recertify. The class costs $20 and is limited to 15 participants, so register now! Click here for more in-
formation or to register. Questions? Email mgrace@wocumc.org  

https://www.capitolareanorth.org/district/capitolareanorth/news/can-district-town-hall-meeting-resources
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/news-item/return-public-church-guidelinesapril-30-2020.pdf
https://www.cokesbury.com/church-supplies-cleaning-safety-supplies?utm_source=cokesbury&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=supplies&utm_content=safety&bxid=MjYxMDQ4NDE1MTYxS0&spMailingID=5504086&spUserID=MjYxMDQ4NDE1MTYxS0&spJobID=1040339179&spReportId=MTA0MDMz
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/covid-19-coronavirus-resources
https://www.capitolareanorth.org/sites/default/files/district/capitolareanorth/documents/pdf/news-item/cdc-interim-guidance-communities-faith.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/Religious-Services.pdf
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/planning-for-church-life-after-covid19?utm_source=mycom&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=06/09/20paidd
https://www.concordiasupply.com/
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/virtual-ert-recertification-class
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
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IMPORTANT:  Counties in Ohio that are now at a  
RED Covid level  

 

Covid-19 cases in Ohio are increasing. You can view the county map here.  
 
If your county is Red, the pastor should work with their Health Department and Leadership team to determine 
the best solution for their congregation. We do not have a mandatory shut down until the county gets to Purple.   
 
In both Red and Orange counties, churches should be very strict on enforcement of the protocols of wearing masks, 
keeping social distance, providing as much air flow as possible, and keeping surfaces and hands sanitized.   

From Lived Experience to Leaders Live Video Chat:  

TOPIC: LEADING RESILIENT FAMILIES  

Thursday, February 11, Noon on Zoom 

Jesus developed leaders rejected by the world to change the world.... So 
can we. 

In faith-based ministry, how often do we pay attention to developing leaders 
within the ranks of those we serve? When we embrace leadership development 
as a form of discipleship, it leads to transformation. 

Join us for this discussion with individuals who have overcome harmful and hurtful life experiences and are now lead-
ing others through a journey of transformation. We will be discussing the nature of leadership and how to recognize a 
person's potential to lead and steward that potential well. 

Guests: Donna Chapman & Danica Pingle, Ohio Guidestone 

Advanced Zoom registration is required: https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIkcu-
srzoiGNa06FdlwIiwSCiHBf9qq69E  

Every Second Saturday Series: CULTIVATING YOUR CALL TO JUSTICE-FOCUSED HEALING MIN-
ISTRY, PART 1 

Saturday,  February 13, 10AM-Noon 

Walking with justice-involved persons can happen by choice or by circumstance. This three-part series prepares 
you for both. Part 1 prepares you to navigate today's complexity in justice-involved ministry. Confronted with ma-
jor cultural challenges or disruptions, don't let your calling of reconciliation, restoration, repair or reintegration get 
lost in the chaos.  

Today's paradigms for justice-focused ministry require more than just new skills. They require a close examination 
of how we show up as people of faith in this world, but not of this world. Join us for this deep dive, so you can be 
prepared to push through to - not push back from - a more comprehensive approach for justice-focused ministry.   

Presenters: All In Community Leadership Team Members  

Advanced Zoom registration required: https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMvd-
moqzIiGtesETATS6k3mOk8GZkjvNU3   

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system
https://ohioguidestone.org/
https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIkcu-srzoiGNa06FdlwIiwSCiHBf9qq69E
https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIkcu-srzoiGNa06FdlwIiwSCiHBf9qq69E
https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMvd-moqzIiGtesETATS6k3mOk8GZkjvNU3
https://wocumc.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMvd-moqzIiGtesETATS6k3mOk8GZkjvNU3
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Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinics  

  

Knowing how to navigate the church in a pandemic is a 
challenge. Adapting and improving the way we lead during 
this season is a must. Bishop Gregory Palmer’s Leadership 
Clinics are live, online opportunities to give you access to 
leadership insights from local, national, and global leaders. 
These proven influencers will challenge and inspire you, 
regardless of your title or position. You’ll have the oppor-
tunity not only to hear from these leaders, but also to have 
some of your questions answered. 
 
When we focus on growing our leadership skills for positive 
kingdom influence, we can strengthen relationships and 
maximize the church’s impact, leading to transformation in our communities. We hope you’ll join Bishop 
Palmer and his guests for these monthly Leadership Clinics. 

From Social Media to Social Ministry: 

A Guide to Digital Discipleship 

 

During this month's Leadership Clinic, Bishop Palmer’s guest will be Pastor Nona Jones, the globally 
renowned expert on social media ministry. Nona will provide her unique point of view on the age of digi-
tal discipleship from her bestselling book “From Social Media to Social Ministry.” You’ll learn practical 
steps to take your church’s ministry and discipleship to the next level, into the digital age. Bring your 
questions and be prepared to learn. 
  
Nona Jones is an author, speaker, and head of Faith-Based Partnerships at Facebook. An expert in ex-
panding the influence of the Gospel through social technology, she coined the term “Social Ministry,” 
and partners with churches and ministries to help them fulfill the Great Commission through digital im-
pact. Check out her new book: From Social Media to Social Ministry  
  
Join us Thursday, March 4, 2021 from 10:00am – 12:00pm for this live, virtual event featuring a presen-
tation from Nona, an interview hosted by Bishop Palmer, and a live Q&A. To register, go to Bishop 
Palmer's Leadership Clinics - March Edition | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist 
Church (westohioumc.org) or search for the event on the West Ohio Conference website. The cost to 
attend for West Ohio leaders is $20 (for leaders outside of West Ohio the cost is $40).   

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001gj8vw2ZtPzBMXr9eVq9D7J5DI60dATXHidjq6VTHqdzV3wl1EpTFbT8tve9WCAePsfdJc4K3eYcGk98vhX7VTMx4f8tFOXi_x323XKbrD02VBp38CCMD6ngeY2l8-sxdf4Xe3st4ZueqUnaUfeA8Cw_styu4GSYZRyuf
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinics-march-edition
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinics-march-edition
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinics-march-edition


 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant 

lay leadership development programs already availa-

ble within the United Methodist connection. Through 

this system of equipping and empowering, lay serv-

ants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other 

disciples  

 
“Biblical Teaching/in a new age”  (Advanced) led 

by Rev. Becky Motter will be offered on Saturday, 

March 6, at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via 

ZOOM .  FIRM deadline for registration is February 

19, 2021.  Register form can be found on the next 

couple of pages or a District /Conference Websites. 

Reading material will be required prior to class. 

 

“Beyond Demographics: Intergenerational Minis-

try” (Advanced)” led by Rev. David MacDonald will 

be offered on Saturday, March 6,  

at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM .  FIRM 

deadline for registration is February 19, 2021. Regis-

ter form can be found on the next couple of pages or a 

District /Conference Websites. Reading material will 

be required prior to class. 

 

“Lay Servants in Worship (CORE) led by Dwight 

Bowers will be offered on Saturday, April 10, at at 

8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM .  FIRM 

deadline for registration is March 26, 2021.  Register 

form can be found on the next couple of pages or a 

District /Conference Websites. Reading material will 

be required prior to class. 

 

“Justice in Everyday Living” (Advanced) led by 

Rev. Dee Stickley-Miner will be offered on Satur-

day, April 10 at at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via 

ZOOM .  FIRM deadline for registration is March 

26, 2021.  Register form can be found on the next 

couple of pages or a District /Conference Websites. 

Reading material will be required prior to class. 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you 

know, would be interested in participating, please reg-

ister when the time is open to do so! 

 

 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com 
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SIGN-UP NOW for Spring classes 

 
Please provide one check per class 
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Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

 

Women's Walks /Dates 

 

October 8 – 11, 2020—CANCELLED 

  

 

Men's Walks/Dates 

November 5 – 8, 2020—CANCELLED 

 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#82 -  10/15/2020 - 10/18/2020—POSTPONED 

 2/18/2021—2/21/2021 
7/15/2021—7/18/2021  
10/07/2021-10/10/2021 

 

 

Men’s Walks/Dates 

#76 -  11/05/2020 - 11/08/2020  - POSTPONED 

3/18/2021—3/21/2021  
11/4/2021—11/7/2021  

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

    

Men’s Walk/Dates   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work. 2020 events have been canceled. 

2021 are listed below. 
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls Flight #53 

Feb. 19,20,21, 2021  - CANCELLED 

Girls Flight #54 

July 30,31, Aug 1 2021 
 

Boys Flight #53 

March 5,6,7, 2021—CANCELLED 

Boys Flight #54 

July 9,10,11 2021 

 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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Page 12                                            NWP Weekly Bulletin       February 8, 2021 

Laity Discernment Retreats 

 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

 
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that call or what 
to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, 
we will talk about call, discernment and what it means to be "called by our bap-
tism." We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discern-
ment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will 
also discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in our com-
munities. 
 
Each virtual retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6 weeks 
later by a two-hour ZOOM debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be 
opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a 
better understanding of your own call. 
 
"I would recommend a Laity Discernment Retreat to someone who is searching or 
has questions about how they can serve their community or their church. It can help 
guide them through the process, provide resources and help provide a sense of 
peace about what they can be doing right now."  
-Twila Boyd, 2019 participant 
 
This is a great way to partake of this during this time because there is no travel in-
volved.  Contact Kim LaRue if you have any questions, kimlarue@powellumc.org.  
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment 

mailto:kimlarue@powellumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment
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Collaborative Easter Choir 

 

Our choir members at Linworth UMC are deeply missing being able 
to regularly contribute musically to the service, and yet some are not 
comfortable with virtual choir technology so our choir events have 
been limited. In order to meet the musical needs of our own congre-
gation and hopefully others, we have decided to spearhead a col-
laboration to create a dynamic virtual Easter presentation with 
readings and choral selections from as many churches and 
participants as are interested.  
 
 
We would love to share this project with you and your choir 
members! Our vision for this musical celebration is evolving but the 
elements we have decided upon are the following:  
 
• 15-20 minutes of content (roughly sermon-length) composed of 
Easter pieces with at least one or two combined choir selections and a few other pieces from interested 
churches (selected by their directors) with possible opportunities for readings  
 
• joint zoom rehearsals to teach/learn the combined music (hopefully with multiple directors offering these 
at varying times in February)  
 
• combined expertise of our A/V teams to spread the workload around and at least one Zoom session to 
teach recording skills for those wanting to learn  
 
• a deadline for all digital content of March 17th  
 
• this will provide opportunities for both individual choir members and full church choirs to participate at a 
level that is comfortable and exciting  
 
 
We are including a link to an online interest form and would ask that you pray about your engagement 
with this project and fill it out within the next week. There is room for all levels of participation! Please 
share this email with any other directors you know who might be interested, and we will also be posting it 
to the district newsletter. 
https://linworthumc.breezechms.com/form/capnortheasterchoir  

Questions? Contact Christine Hiester, Music Director of Traditional Worship, christinehi-
ester73@gmail.com or Shelby Elliott, Membership and Outreach Director, selliott@linworthumc.org at 
Linworth UMC.  

https://linworthumc.breezechms.com/form/capnortheasterchoir
mailto:christinehiester73@gmail.com
mailto:christinehiester73@gmail.com
mailto:selliott@linworthumc.org
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Bishop Announces Dates for 2021 Annual Conference:  
June 6 - 7, 2021, to be held virtually  

 

The 52nd session of the West Ohio Conference will be held Sunday June 6, 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. and 
Monday, June 7, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Bishop Palmer and the Planning Committee unanimously decided 
to hold a virtual conference since the COVID pandemic is still a serious concern. The theme of Annual Con-
ference is “Run the race with perseverance” based on the scripture Hebrews12:1-3.  
  
“A vaccination is here and brings great hope. However, it is unclear as to how many people will be vac-
cinated by June. So, we must forge on with our plans to care for the business of the annual conference,” 
said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer. "I have great hope and anticipation that we will come together again in a 
foreseeable future.” 
  
More details will be made available in the weeks to come.   

Nominations for Denman Award Due March 15  

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The Foundation 
for Evangelism, honors United Methodists in each Annual Conference 
whose exceptional ministry of evangelism brings people into a life trans-
forming relationship with Jesus Christ.  
  
What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipient is the 
commitment to consistently introduce others to the Good News of Je-
sus Christ in all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional for the 
number of new Christ followers who credit encounters with this person 

as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. Awards are given to clergy, laity, and youth. Please sub-
mit nominations by March 15, 2021 to Mariellyn Grace  

mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
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Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 
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http://folio.umc.org/GCFA---3122018_LP---GCFA-Insurance---3122018.html
http://tiny.cc/hf6sry
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/nominations-and-leader-development
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/pastorstaff-parish-relations-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/trustees3
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/finance-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-leader
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-member-of-annual-conference
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/financial-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/church-treasurer
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/membership-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/chair-of-church-leadership-team-administrative-council
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.umcdiscipleship.org%2Fresources%2Flocal-church-officer-job-descriptions&data=02%7C01%7CLMoore%40WOCUMC.org%7Cdc18c15b624b4dae2dcc08d8326d96d1%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C63
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org

