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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
800.589.7828 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 3, 2020 

Sisters and Brothers in Ministry, 
 
Clergy and lay leadership are invited to join us for a time of leadership training that 
has relevance for your church and ministry that will have lasting results in your local 
congregation.  We hope you will take advantage of this training that will assist in bet-
ter equipping you for ministry and administration and will give you tools for enhanced 
outreach, service, and worship.  
 
Training is being provided for the NWP District on February 8 at Ottawa Trinity 
UMC.  There will then be 14 breakout sessions to choose from with a wide variety of 
relevant church ministry topics offered.  Please see the attached for the class sum-
maries and details including information on sign-ups. The training is offered free of 
charge, however sign-ups are necessary.  Also, if there are any groups coming from 
the same church please be sure everyone sign-ups individually.  We need every-
one's individual information.  We encourage you to share this attached information 
with your congregation as it is beneficial not only for clergy but also for those in lay 
leadership. Gathering for the training begins at 8:30, welcome and worship at 9:00, 
and breakout sessions will begin at 9:30 - concluding by 12:15. 
 
You can sign-up for 2 break-out sessions - indicate the number of the session(s) you 
wish to register for - #'s 1-7 are in the first session; 8-14 in the second ses-
sion. NOTE: #2 will be the whole morning. To sign-up either use the Sign-Up Ge-
nius Link below or attached here or email Lesley at lmoore@wocumc.org or call the 
district office at 1-800-589-7828.  Please include the following information when you 
sign-up: your name, church name, break-out session #1; break-out session 
#2. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4AACA928A7FD0-nwpleadership 

 
Class Summaries on pages 2 & 3 following 

SIGN-UP Deadline is February 5, 2020. 
 
All pastors and laity are welcome! 
Blessings, 

Barry Burns 

LEADERSHIP DAY COMMUNICATION 

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4AACA928A7FD0-nwpleadership


Northwest Plains Leadership Training Day 
February 8, 2020 

Ottawa Trinity United Methodist Church 
 
8:30 a.m.: Gathering and refreshments 
9:00: Welcome and Worship 
First Break-Out Session: 9:30-10:45 
First Break-Out options: 
 
1 – Capital Campaigns/Endowments led by Bruce Boyd 
A topic that is a challenge to talk about in church, but is so important, is how are we preparing our church for the future 
through Planned giving, endowments, and capital campaigns. Bruce Boyd is an active leader in our West Ohio Confer-
ence and a member of the WOC Council on Development. He comes with a wealth of knowledge to help answer ques-
tions such as: How does a local church establish an endowment? How do we talk too people about planned giving 
through estates and other methods? How can this impact our ministry far into the future? 
 
2 – All in Community HOPE Letters – Led by Rev. Amelia Boomershine and Mr. James Clay:: 9:30-Noon 
 “Let me tell you how valuable a letter is.” Join All In Community’s HOPE Letters and experience the profound, transform-
ative impact your words can have on people in prison who feel forgotten by the world, and perhaps, by God. The good 
news is, anyone can write letters or sign cards. HOPE Letters is the perfect outreach ministry for any church of any size in 
any location that is wanting to be Matthew 25 Kingdom-builders. This training provides you everything you need to start a 
HOPE Letters group that will nurture, from a distance, neighbors hoping to find a caring group of disciples who will wel-
come them when they return home. This easy outreach ministry is already making a big difference in many people’s lives.  
NOTE: This 2 ½-hour training encompasses both morning sessions at the NWP District Leadership Day.  
 
3 – Children/Family Ministries in the small church setting led by Matt Overman 
 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such 
as these.”  But how do we reach out to children and their families and offer them help, hope and Jesus?  Join together 
with others who reach out to children and families as we discuss and learn about ways to let the children come.  In this 
session we will focus on ways that smaller churches can disciple, equip and reach out in fun, effective, and effi-
cient ways.  The session will also include an overview of safe sanctuaries.  

4 – Mental Health and Wellness/Suicide Prevention led by Ottawa Pathways Counseling 

 The annual report from the Ohio Department of Health finds that five people die by suicide every day in Ohio, one 
young Ohioan dies by suicide every 33 hours, and the rate of suicide has risen by 56% among people 10 to 24 in the past 

11 years. “Suicide is the leading cause of death among Ohioans ages 10‐14 and the second leading cause of death 

among Ohioans ages 15‐34”, said Dr. Amy Acton, the department's director, in releasing the report. Have you ever been 
approached by someone who is contemplating suicide? If you have not, chances are you will at some point. Do you know 
what signs to look for? What do you do, how do you help the person? How do you help the family dealing with suicide? 
What are your resources? These are some of the questions that will be answered in this session. 
 
5 – SPRC and Church Administration Best Practices led by DS Barry Burns and Administrative Assistant Lesley 
Moore 
 The focus of this session will be to provide churches and administrative leaders ideas and tools for effectively 
leading (S)PPR teams and the administrative ministry of our congregations. 
 
6 – Worship in the large church setting led by Tesia Mallory 
Why do you do what you do in worship? How does your church make decisions about what happens on Sunday 
mornings? Are decisions based on what you’ve always done or based on another church’s worship order? How do 
you craft worship experiences that guide people into God’s presence? This practical workshop will help you think 
about the different movements of worship and how to use worship order invite your congregation into a transforma-
tional encounter with God in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
7 – Navigating Aging led by Otterbein Chaplain Peter Citerin 
Chaplain Peter Citerin is the chaplain at Otterbein Homes in Cridersville. He will be leading this class that will focus on 
how we can help members of our churches and communities navigate the aging process and the medical system that can 
be so confusing. These needs might impact us in our own families, or they might open up the door for new kinds of minis-
tries to our communities.  

8 – Church Finance/Clergy Benefits 
 The focus of this session is to provide information for churches, church treasures and financial secretaries on 
clergy compensation and benefits, year-end W-2’s, workers compensation, and to answer your questions on finances. 
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Break: 10:45-11:00 
Second Break-Out Session: 11:00-12:15 
Second Break-Out options: 
 
9 – Effective Leadership Boards led by Dwight Bowers 
 Effective Church Boards don’t just “run the church.”  They focus on Ministry and how to best accomplish their mission.  

Focus in this workshop will be upon Disciplinary requirements and “best practices” for leadership in the local church with spe-
cial attention to the role and responsibilities of the Leadership Board.  It will be a practical experience aimed at establishing 
goals for the congregation, creating structure that supports the church’s mission, and developing and empowering ministry ar-
ea leaders to accomplish that mission.  We will necessarily, then, look at frequent Board practices that hinder or support the 
accomplishment of local church mission.   

10 – Children/Family Ministries in the large church setting led by Matt Overman 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 

these.”  But how do we reach out to children and their families and offer them help, hope and Jesus?  Join together with others 
who reach out to children and families as we discuss and learn about ways to let the children come.  In this session we will 
focus on ways that medium and larger churches can disciple, equip and reach out in fun, effective, and efficient ways.  The 
session will also include an overview of safe sanctuaries.  

 
11 – Mental Health and Wellness/Suicide Prevention led by Ottawa Pathways Counseling 
The annual report from the Ohio Department of Health finds that five people die by suicide every day in Ohio, one young Ohio-
an dies by suicide every 33 hours, and the rate of suicide has risen by 56% among people 10 to 24 in the past 11 years. 
“Suicide is the leading cause of death among Ohioans ages 10‐14 and the second leading cause of death among Ohioans 

ages 15‐34”, said Dr. Amy Acton, the department's director, in releasing the report. Have you ever been approached by some-
one who is contemplating suicide? If you have not, chances are you will at some point. Do you know what signs to look for? 
What do you do, how do you help the person? How do you help the family dealing with suicide? What are your resources? 
These are some of the questions that will be answered in this session. 
 
12 – Mission Insight led by Barry Burns (must register ahead of time) 
 Do you know who your community really is or are you remembering it as it once was? We are called to fully engage 
our community, but to do that we need to have a realistic understanding of who our neighbors really are. This session will work 
with demographic information to help your church to strategically reach the people in your community for Christ. People taking 
this session will need to pre-register in order to receive the Mission Insite report for your congregation. We will then together 
look at what this information means for our congregations. 
 
13 – Worship in the small church setting led by Tesia Mallory 
Why do you do what you do in worship? How does your church make decisions about what happens on Sunday morn-
ings? Are decisions based on what you’ve always done or based on another church’s worship order? How do you craft 
worship experiences that guide people into God’s presence? This practical workshop will help you think about the differ-
ent movements of worship and how to use worship order invite your congregation into a transformational encounter with 
God in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
14 – Navigating Aging led by Otterbein Chaplain Peter Citerin 
Chaplain Peter Citerin is the chaplain at Otterbein Homes in Cridersville. He will be leading this class that will focus on how we 
can help members of our churches and communities navigate the aging process and the medical system that can be so con-
fusing. These needs might impact us in our own families, or they might open up the door for new kinds of ministries to our 
communities.  

 
Clergy and lay leadership are invited to join us for a time of leadership training that has relevance for your church and 
ministry that will have lasting results in your local congregation. We hope you will take advantage of this training that 
will assist in better equipping you for ministry and administration and will give you tools for enhanced outreach, ser-

vice and worship. 
SIGN-UP: 

You can sign-up for 2 break-out sessions – indicate the number of the session (s) you wish to register for - #’s 1-7 are 

in the first session; 8-14 in the second session. To sign-up either use the Sign-up Genius Link (https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E4AACA928A7FD0-nwpleadership) or email lmoore@wocumc.org or call the district office at 1-

800-589-7828. Please include the following information when you register:  
 

Name; Church Name; Break-Out Session #1; Break-Out Session #2 
 

SIGN-UP DEADLINE: February 5, 2020 
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So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. Galatians 3:26-27, NIV 
Dear Father in heaven, we may come to you, for you have counted us as your 
children. Our hearts long to come to you, our God and Savior. May your Word 
bless us and restore us. Give us courageous hearts to bear the distress of our 
times. Let a light arise in our days so that people care about your will. Then the 
need on earth shall come to an end, your name shall be honored, and your will be 
done. Lord God, you alone are our help. Be merciful to us. Stretch out your hand 
so that all people may turn to you and to your commandments, and your will may 

be done on earth. Amen. 
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It's W-2 Time! 
 
2019 W-2s are due to all employees by January 31, 2020.  Information to help with preparing IRS Form W-2 for 
clergy, which can be complicated, can be found on the Conference website.  Use the worksheet and exam-
ple here as a guide for preparing your pastor's W-2.  This sample spreadsheet and W-2 is just that, a sample.  Your 
fact set may include more or fewer items to report (for example, moving expenses which are now taxable if paid or 
reimbursed are not in the sample). 
 
Highlights for 2019 W-2's include: 
 
• Moving expenses paid by churches directly to moving companies or via reimbursement to clergy are taxable 

and must be reported as income (see the moving expense section of IRS instructions completing W-2's here). 
• If your pastor received health insurance through the Conference Plan (Aetna) they received a contribution to 

their HSA account that should be reported.  Clergy on single plans received $500 in January and July 2018 for a 
total of $1,000.  Clergy on Family-2 or Family-3 plans received $1,000 in January and July for a total of 
$2,000.  If two churches share in the cost of health insurance, adjust accordingly. 

• All full time clergy and some 3/4 time clergy receive a $50,000 death benefit through a conference plan.  This is 
in addition to $50,000 available through the denominational plan (CPP).  The cost of group life insurance over 
$50,000 is taxable.  The imputed income can be calculated based on the table in IRS Publication 15-B.  

• Note:  If your pastor is not on the Conference health insurance plan and your church has not established its own 
qualified plan, direct payments to clergy to offset the cost of health insurance (for example on a spouse or other 
employer plan) are taxable income. 

The resources referenced here and on the conference website should answer most of your questions.  However, 
contact your payroll provider, a CPA or tax preparer if you have technical questions. 
 
Bill Brownson 
CFO & Director of Administration 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fconference%2Fyear-end-w-2s&data=02%7C01%7Cktumblin%40wocumc.org%7C20c2ccfff1264926909608d79057e107%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C1%7C637136579430264986&sdata=lh
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westohioumc.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fconference%2Fdocuments%2Fpptx%2Fpage%2F2019-clergy-example-w2.pptx&data=02%7C01%7Cktumblin%40wocumc.org%7C20c2ccfff1264926909608d79057e107%7Cff6b
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irs.gov%2Fpub%2Firs-pdf%2Fiw2w3.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cktumblin%40wocumc.org%7C20c2ccfff1264926909608d79057e107%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C1%7C637136579430274980&sdata=DAXLBBgATJL
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.irs.gov%2Fpub%2Firs-pdf%2Fp15b.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cktumblin%40wocumc.org%7C20c2ccfff1264926909608d79057e107%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C1%7C637136579430284978&sdata=9KSgM1mdub%2
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News from around the Connection 
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Harry Denman Evangelism Award Taking Nominations 
 

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The Foundation for Evangelism, honors United Method-
ists in each Annual Conference whose exceptional ministry of evangelism brings people into a life transform-
ing relationship with Jesus Christ. What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipient is the 
commitment to consistently introduce others to the Good News of Jesus Christ in all ministry settings. Their 
ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ followers who credit encounters with this person as criti-
cal in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. Awards are given to clergy, laity, and youth. Visit (https://
www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award) for more information and to download 
the nomination form. Please submit nominations to mgrace@wocumc.org by March 15, 2020. 

From the desk of  . . .  

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org


  BY GEORGE! Campaign   
 

Thank you so much for your wonderful response to the By 
George Campaign.  We have been able to send in 
$37, 357.91  already, and have more to send. I think the 
time has come for us to draw this campaign to an end, so we will be send-
ing in our last contribution for now at the end of April. This will give you 
time to send in your remaining gifts if you are interested. Again, Thank 
you so much!! 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congre-
gations and in turn multiply the number of people who are choosing to live 
in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan 
way, passionately and respectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context 

and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in 
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, 
Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  
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IRS Mileage Reimbursement Rate Drops 
The 2020 IRS standard mileage reimbursement rate is $.575, down from $.58 last year. Please make 
sure to adjust your reimbursement forms accordingly.  

At-Large 
Anyone interested in being an At-Large Member (Adults/Young or Youth) to the 2020 West Ohio Annual 
Conference scheduled for June 7-11, please contact the District Office at 419-523-9901 or email us at 
nwplains@wocumc.org 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Year-end Reports 
Instructions have been mailed to each church. Reporting is done online through the EZRA Statistics Sys-
tem. Deadline to enter data is February 28, 2020  

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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HENDERSON SETTLEMENT TRIP 
PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO DEADLINE DATES 

https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-development-day-2018


West Ohio District Announcement: 
 

Summer Impact 2020 
 
Are you a youth group, women's group, men's group, or young adult group, with a desire to serve and learn?  
 
Your group is invited to come and serve for a week (Sunday - Friday) this summer alongside ministries in Cincinnati 
participating in building projects, day camps, delivering furniture, communing with those who are experiencing 
homelessness and sickness, and more.  
 
Registration is open to choose from 6 weeks in June and July and the cost is $230/person.   
 
The heart behind Summer Impact is transformation through serving experiences, meaningful interactions, and 
individual/group reflection time in order to see the work that God is already doing in Cincinnati and how God is 
calling us to partner in that Kingdom work. The hope is that teams will return home with a renewed energy and 
sense of where God is leading them to serve in their own community throughout the year. 
 
Playing on the year 2020 - the next year’s theme is: "2020 Vision: Prophets of the Past and Present" and will em-
phasize God's Kingdom work through generations - including this current one! 
 
To find out more information about what your week will look like and to register your group – please email Rev. 
Kate Smith (ksmith@hpcumc.org) or visit: http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact/ 
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Small Church Essentials Conference March 27 and 28  
 

Sponsored by the CAN District, TARRP, Rural Life Sunday Funds and the West Ohio UMRA 
Friday evening and Saturday, March 27 and 28, at Marysville First UMC  

This is a large conference focused exclusively on the smaller church!   
 

Speaker Rev. Karl Vaters, author of the book “Small Church Essentials” and “The Grasshopper Myth”, will be joining us from Orange 
County, California.  His organization New Small Church exists to encourage, connect and equip innovative Small church leaders. “We be-
lieve being small is not a problem to fix, but a strategy God wants to use.”  Sessions include:  

• Redefining Success in Ministry (Friday evening) 

• Thinking Like a Great Small Church 

• A New Way to Look at Vision-Casting 

• Becoming a Healthy Church, No Matter Your Size 

• Finding and Mentoring Volunteers in Today’s Small Church 
 
The cost is $25/person for both days, with a maximum cost of $50/church, no matter how many people attend. The training will run from 
7:00 – 9:00 pm on Friday and 9:00 am – 3:00 pm on Saturday.  Rev. Karen Montgomery is the contact for questions around this event, pas-
torkarennlumc@gmail.com, 513-255-2232. 

mailto:ksmith@hpcumc.org
mailto:pastorkarennlumc@gmail.com
mailto:pastorkarennlumc@gmail.com
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BROWN BAG Lunch-n-Learns 
 
Announcing new opportunities for learning and fellowship. Starting in October we will be hav-
ing a new series of what we are calling Lunch -n- Learns! You are invited to bring a lunch 
and share in a time of fellowship and learning. We will start at 11:30 am and end by 1:00 pm 
each time. These will be spread around to all of the counties of the Northwest Plains District 
throughout the year and you are invited to come to any or all of them that you might be inter-
ested in. You can find a schedule of dates and topics here. This is planned for pastors, but 
everyone is welcome to come and join!  

The West Ohio Conference will hold an Early Response Team (ERT) training on Saturday, March 14, 
8:00 am-4:00 pm at Bellefontaine First UMC. ERT volunteers provide support in disaster response sit-
uations and must go through specific training with UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief). This 
ensures that ERT volunteers will be productive and caring while causing no further harm or burden on 
the affected community. Topics covered in the class include the who, what, when, where and how of do-
ing disaster response ministry, as well as hands-on experience in the specific tasks that early respond-
ers are expected to accomplish. Volunteers who pass the course will receive a three-year UMCOR 
badge that allows early access to disaster areas. Cost for the training is $40 for new volunteers; $35 for 
recertification. Deadline to register is March 8. For more information or to register for the class go to this 
link. (https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/early-response-training-bellefontaine-first-umc). 

ERT TRAININGS BEING OFFERED 

The West Ohio Conference will hold an Early Response Team (ERT) training on Saturday, April 25, 
8:00 am-4:00 pm at Sylvania First UMC. ERT volunteers provide support in disaster response situa-
tions and must go through specific training with UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief). This 
ensures that ERT volunteers will be productive and caring while causing no further harm or burden on 
the affected community. Topics covered in the class include the who, what, when, where and how of do-
ing disaster response ministry, as well as hands-on experience in the specific tasks that early respond-
ers are expected to accomplish. Volunteers who pass the course will receive a three-year UMCOR 
badge that allows early access to disaster areas. Cost for the training is $40 for new volunteers; $35 for 
recertification. Deadline to register is April 19. For more information or to register for the class, click here 
(https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/early-response-training-sylvania-first-umc  

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/early-response-training-bellefontaine-first-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/early-response-training-sylvania-first-umc


 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leader-

ship development programs already available within the United 

Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and 

empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples  
 
“Methodist Heritage”  (CORE) led by Rev. Brian 

Arnold/Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, March 7, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic 

UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.  The FIRM 

deadline for registration is February 26, 2020.  Reg-

ister on the district website or attached form on page 

12. 

 

“Theology of Our Hymns (Advance)” led by Rev. 

Steve Rath/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be of-

fered on Saturday, March 7, 8:30am-4:30pm, at 

Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.  The 

FIRM deadline for registration is February 26, 2020.  

Register on the district website or attached form on 

page 12. 

 

“Lay Servants lead in Prayer (CORE) led by Jeff 

Motter/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered 

on Saturday, April 4, at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic 

UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio. .  The FIRM 

deadline for registration is March 25, 2020.  Register 

on the district website or attached form on page 13. 

 

“Grief Seminar (Advanced) will be offered on Sat-

urday, April 4 at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 

127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.   The FIRM dead-

line for registration is March 25, 2020.  Register on 

the district website or attached form on page 13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you 

know, would be interested in participating, please reg-

ister when the time is open to do so! 
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https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-development-day-2018
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https://youtu.be/orao6DG4q9c 
 
Lay Servant Opportunities by Betsey Armstrong   

Lay Servant Opportunities by Betsey Armstrong 
 
 

Checkout the video on YouTube and the District Website 
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On Sunday, February 16, at 4:00 pm, The West Ohio Conference will present, "Crossing the Color Line: 
400 Years of Race in America," an afternoon of worship, learning, and discussion about the history of 
racism in the U.S. The event will include a screening of the documentary, "Underground," which takes 
viewers on a journey through Black history in America, including the eras of slavery, segregation, and 
separation. Directed by West Ohio pastor, Rev. Ryan Grace, and produced by Missionary Mariellyn 
Grace, "Underground" both acknowledges the racism that has separated Black and White people for 
hundreds of years, and celebrates the ways in which Black and White people have worked together to 
overcome racial division. Dinner and discussion will follow the worship service. The event, which is free 
and open to the public, will be held at Perrysburg Grace United Methodist Church, 601 E Boundary St, 
Perrysburg, OH. Please register on the West Ohio website.  Thank you! 

From the 
desk of  . . . 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Forao6DG4q9c&data=02%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7Cc98b871a80194dbdcb9308d778e1302d%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637110780927402807&sdata=0DbE6u3C1FAdgwWZpGgLY8acKxbT1V
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Forao6DG4q9c&data=02%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7Cc98b871a80194dbdcb9308d778e1302d%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637110780927412799&sdata=3htmCzQLWr%2F6SEsAiMoO1F4%2FUd


 

 

 

 

 

 

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

 

Women's Walks /Dates 

February 6 – 9, 2020 

June 4 – 7, 2020 

October 8 – 11, 2020 

  

 

Men's Walks/Dates 

March 12 – 15, 2020 

November 5 – 8, 2020 

 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#80 - 02/20/2020 - 02/23/2020 

#81 - 06/11/2020  - 06/14/2020 

#82 - 10/15/2020 - 10/18/2020 

 

Men’s Walks/Dates 

#75 - 03/12/2020 - 03/15/2020 

#76 - 11/05/2020 - 11/08/2020  

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#89— April 30-May 3, 2020 

    

Men’s Walk/Dates   
#73—April 2-5, 2020    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work.  
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls Flight #53 

February 21-23, 2020 

 

Boys Flight #53 

March 6-8, 2020  

 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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West Ohio Conference “Traction Tracks”  

….to help your congregation gain traction and begin to move forward towards new vitality! 

West Ohio’s Missional Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI), a focused training/coaching/resourcing initiative of the Episcopal office and 

cabinet that has included several dozen congregations and pastors over the last few years, has identified a number of 

key components that we’ve seen can provide a congregation of any size and setting with a dose of traction to begin to move ahead in 

vitality. To learn more about Traction Tracks go to: https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/traction-tracks-0 

 

Breakthrough Prayer Initiative Traction Track 

Every church recognizes prayer as important. But what happens when a congregation unites to pray collectively and consistently for God 

to break through in new and miraculous ways?  You can launch your congregation into the kind of churchwide breakthrough prayer initia-

tive that fuels the atmosphere of possibility, and the entire focus begins to shift from inward to up-and-outward. It's easier than you think-

-and the results will make spiritual history right in your own community and beyond.   

Register now for one of the next training sessions! 

 

February 9, 2020  (Sunday) – Lebanon UMC (Ohio River Valley District) 

Requirement to attend:  Your church 's team must include your lead pastor plus at least 5 persons who have agreed to be the im-

plementation team for your congregation's prayer initiative afterwards. Bring as large a team to the training event (beyond the pas-

tor plus 5 leaders) as possible 

2:00pm-7:00pm -  

122 East Silver St, Lebanon, OH 45036  

Cost: $75.00 per Team (pastor plus 5 members) $10.00 for any additional members (includes lunch and materials) 

Register N 
February 16, 2020 (Sunday) – Stillwater UMC (Miami Valley District) 

Requirement to attend:  Your church 's team must include your lead pastor plus at least 5 persons who have agreed to be the im-

plementation team for your congregation's prayer initiative afterwards. Bring as large a team to the training event (beyond the pas-

tor plus 5 leaders) as possible 

1:30pm-6:30pm 

6911 Fredrick Pike, Dayton, OH 45414 

Cost: $75.00 per Team (pastor plus 5 members) $10.00 for any additional members (includes lunch and materials) 

 

February 23, 2020  (Sunday) –Ironton First UMC (Shawnee Valley District) 

Requirement to attend:  Your church 's team must include your lead pastor plus at least 5 persons who have agreed to be the im-

plementation team for your congregation's prayer initiative afterwards. Bring as large a team to the training event (beyond the pas-

tor plus 5 leaders) as possible 

2:00pm-7:00pm –  

101 N 5th St, Ironton, OH 45638 

Cost: $75.00 per Team (pastor plus 5 members) $10.00 for any additional members (includes lunch and materials) 

 

Family Ties: Home, Church, and Community  Traction Tracks (four-session training) 

Family Ties teaches churches how to rethink and intentionally change your current approach to reach and disciple new children 

and families at home, in church and within your local community. Connect anew with the next generation! This four-session Trac-

tion Track intentionally focuses on developing leadership skills and teaching best ministry practices while leading churches, pas-

tors, staff and unpaid leaders in the most important and proven strategies in creating a Family-driven/Church-empowering minis-

try. 

 

All 4 consecutive classes will be held at the West Ohio Conference Center 

32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 43085 

 

Requirement to attend:  Must bring a Team of Pastor and at least 2 other team member  

Cost: $50 per person (includes lunches and materials) 

• New sessions begins Saturday, February 8, 2020 

• Second session - Saturday, March 7, 2020  

• Third session -  Saturday, April 4,  2019  

• Fourth session - Saturday, May 2, 2019  
*Each Session is from 10:00am - 3:00pm 
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving the life 
and ministry of: 
 
Rev. Harriette Zoller who died Friday, January 24, 2020. She was a retired pastor from The West Ohio Conference 
of The United Methodist Church. She served appointments at Donnelsville and Grace (Washington Court House) 
churches. 
 
Preceding her in death was her husband, Dr. Lloyd Charles Zoller and sister, Rowena Compton. Surviving are her 
daughter, Mary Zoller Lightner (John); son, Lloyd Charles Zoller Jr. (Sharon); granddaughter, Lindsey Zoller Zimmer 
(Adam); great-grandsons, Reed and Phillip; and niece, Olivia Compton Wall (Vincent). 
 
Her memorial service will be held at North Broadway UMC, 48 East North Broadway, Columbus, Ohio 43214 on 
Thursday, April 30, 2020 at 10:30 am with a reception to follow. You may make a memorial contribution to: The Chari-
table Care Fund, Wesley Glen Development Office, 5155 North High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43214; the Methodist 
Federation for Social Action, 23 East Adams Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48226; or North Broadway UMC Women's 
Ministries. 
 
Rev. Merrill Braymer who died Saturday, January 25, 2020. He was a retired pastor from The West Ohio Conference 
of The United Methodist Church. He served an appointment at Collingwood UMC. 
 
Preceding him in death were his brothers, Donald and George Jr. "Bud". Surviving are his wife, Yvonne J. Braymer; 
daughters: Bonnie (Greg) Stepanian, Yvette (Dr. Louis) Saravolatz, and Melinda Rummel; grandchildren: Samuel, Dr. 
Louis II (Blair), Stephanie, Jordan, Ashleigh, Izabella and Nickolas; and sisters, Maxine Corbus and Donna (Russ) 
Dusseljee.  
 
According to his wishes, there will be a memorial service at a later date. You may make a memorial contribu-
tion to United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) or Compassionate Ministries. 
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All In Community will present a Good Samaritan Workshop at Maumee UMC on Saturday, February 15, from 8:30am-
12:30pm. This workshop will enhance your church’s care ministry to those who have been a victim or witness of a re-
lational harm or violence and will equip and resource Stephen Ministers, Care Ministers, and Lay Servant Ministers to 
provide better holistic care with those already in our midst who remain silenced by shame and pain. The first half of 
the session will provide simple steps, tools, and restorative experiences that can be used to begin caring for victims 
and justice-involved individuals. The second half of the workshop will provide guidance and an existing model for 
working collaboratively in a local “Good Samaritan” ministry. Presenters include Reba Collins, All In Community Con-
sultant for the WOC; Dr. Mike Davis, Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections Religious Services Chief; and 
Jami Nathan, Maumee Watershed Stephen's Ministry Leader. The event is free and open to the public. Register on 
the conference website. 

From the desk of  . . .  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FNorth%2BBroadway%2BUnited%2BMethodist%2BChurch%2F%4040.0320069%2C-83.0141367%2C15z%2Fdata%3D!4m5!3m4!1s0x0%3A0x32c10fe49e0e877b!8m2!3d40.0320069!4d-83.0141367&da
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.umcmission.org%2Fumcor%2Fgive&data=02%7C01%7Cnwplains%40wocumc.org%7Cac8cf302367b43b3facd08d7a68757f4%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637160972540800822&sdata=sgTe15RdK3KUCEcfk


Local Church and Community Events 
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Mission Opportunity for Building a House in the Henderson Settlement Area during the Spring and 
Summer of 2020 

  
What: SOWER (Sharing Our Witness - Enriching Relationships) is a conference wide construction mission 
to build new housing in the area served by Henderson Settlement. 
Objective:  To construct a house from the foundation up for the selected family  
Where: Henderson Settlement, Frakes KY (Part of the Red Bird Missionary Conference) 
When:  May 3-9 & 10-16; July 12-18 & 19-25; August 16-22 & 23-29 of 2020 
Cost:  $260/volunteer (covers room and board at Henderson Settlement) 
Materials:  Funds/pledges are needed to  cover the materials cost 
Contact:  For more information contact Ralph and Carolyn Brandon - 740-344-5581 or sowervimpro-
ject@gmail.com  
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MTSO’s Schooler Institute on Preaching: ‘Preaching Mark as  

Parable’  

Preacher, educator and widely published author O. Wesley Allen Jr. will lead the 2020 Schooler Institute on Preaching at Methodist 

Theological School in Ohio. 

The two-day event will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 3 and 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. March 4 on the MTSO campus, 3081 Co-

lumbus Pike in Delaware. Thanks to the generosity of the Schooler Family Foundation, the Schooler Institute is offered to the public 

without cost, as is lunch both days. Advance registration is required and available at //www.mtso.edu/schooler. One continuing educa-

tion unit is available for a $25 processing fee. 

Allen, the Lois Craddock Perkins Professor of Homiletics at Southern Methodist University’s Perkins School of Theology, has chosen 

the theme “Preaching Mark as a Parable” for the Schooler Institute.  

He argues that the author of the Second Gospel wrote the entire narrative as a parable to challenge and change the way the original 

audience thought about Christ, the reign of God and their roles as disciples. The first day of Schooler will focus on this reading and 

techniques for preaching individual Markan passages in light of the parabolic nature of the whole document. On the second day, Allen 

will present strategies for preaching through Mark cumulatively, especially for (but not limited to) those following the Revised Com-

mon Lectionary. 

The Synoptic Gospels are among Allen’s areas of specialization. He wrote his 1996 dissertation on Luke-Acts; authored an exegetical 

textbook titled Reading the Synoptic Gospels: Basic Methods for Interpreting Matthew, Mark, and Luke in 2000 and revised it in 

2013; and contributed the volume Matthew to the Fortress Biblical Preaching Commentaries series in 2013. He is currently working 

on a critical preaching commentary on the Gospel of Mark. 

 

Allen holds a Ph.D. from Emory Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, a Master of Divinity degree from Yale Divinity School and a 

bachelor’s degree from Birmingham-Southern College. An ordained United Methodist elder, he is past president of the Academy of 

Homiletics.  

 

Methodist Theological School in Ohio provides theological education and leadership in pursuit of a just, sustainable and generative 

world. In addition to the Master of Divinity degree, the school offers master’s degrees in social justice, counseling, practical theology 

and theological studies, along with a Doctor of Ministry degree. 

mailto:sowervimproject@gmail.com
mailto:sowervimproject@gmail.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252f%252f%252fwww.mtso.edu%252fschooler.%26c%3DE%2C1%2C0e1SQEdcBqGbrsY5DmJ9mNeOGy_HTxv5OpG9zv3EWv9Dy_0ODSguBgTlZpLh2mvSGeFox2e19APW739Liq4KUj
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Director of Children’s Ministries  
 
Interested in working in the Furniture Capital of the World? Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church 
(www.wesleymemorial.org) of High Point, NC is seeking a full-time Director of Children’s Ministries who will 
work cooperatively with clergy, program staff, and appropriate lay leadership to ensure that 
children’s ministry opportunities support and strengthen the congregational mission, vision, and goals as well 
as the vision for the children’s ministry. In addition, the director will work in partnership with the Children’s 
Ministry Team to design and implement ministries and programs forchildren’s ministry that include, but are 
not limited to: Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Special events such as Trunk-Or-Treat, Hanging of the 
Greens, Children’s Nativity, and Palm Sunday Easter Extravaganza, Bible Explorers (Sunday evening), and 
Wednesday evening program. The church is also seeking someone who can lead the Children’s Ministry 
Team in imagining and implementing new initiatives to help children and their families grow spiritually and to 
grow the children’s ministry numerically. 

 
Qualifications for this position are 
• BA or equivalent in Education/Christian Education/Child Development/Family Relations or 

related field. MA preferred. 
• Three years of previous significant, successful experience in developing children and family 

programs in a medium or large congregational setting. 
• Knowledge of theory and techniques required to manage and maintain a vital children’s ministry 

in a large congregation. 
• Current experience in the recruitment, development, and management of a significant number 

of volunteers. 
• Knowledge of planning, coordination, and execution of basic business functions. 
 
Qualified candidates should send a cover letter and resume to wynesia.jackson@ministryarchitects.com.  

Summer Impact Internship  
 
Do you know (or are you) a young adult that has the drive to work hard and desire to make a positive, last-
ing IMPACT? Consider applying to be an intern for Summer Impact & serve in Cincinnati, Ohio! 
 
As a way to deepen your love & understanding of God while exploring God’s call on your life, interns will 
lead groups in serving, study, worship, & reflection.  
 
Applications for this 8-week paid internship are due on February 15, 2020. To learn more about the intern-
ship or to apply visit http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact-internship/ or email Rev. Kate Smith 
(ksmith@hpcumc.org) . Summer Impact is a ministry of Hyde Park Community UMC  

http://www.wesleymemorial.org
mailto:wynesia.jackson@ministryarchitects.com
http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact-internship/
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Liberty Chapel Youth Pastor 
Liberty Chapel is looking for a full-time Youth Pastor. Primary responsibilities would be ministries with Junior 
High and Senior High Youth along with coordination of ministries at The Rock youth center. Interested persons 
should send their resume to the church: 9474 County Road V, Liberty Center, OH 43532, 419-533-2881. Atten-
tion: Pastor Brad Martin. or to bmartin4477@gmail.com.  
 
The Youth Pastor’s main goal is to lead students through teaching scripture, developing youth ministries, and 
public relations with the congregation and community. He or she will provide regular short-term small group 
studies for youth to attend. The primary responsibility of this person is with the Junior High and Senior High 
Teams, but she or he will also provide resources for Children and Middle School Teams. The Youth Pastor will 
provide leadership in summer to the Junior High and Senior High Youth Ministries which generally includes 
mission trips among other activities. He or she will also coordinate ministries at The Rock youth center. 
 
Liberty Chapel United Methodist Church is a rural congregation near Liberty Center, Ohio. About 200 persons 
join together for worship and praise each Sunday. There is a good age-spread of children, youth, youth adults, 
and older adults. The church has a strong evangelical heritage, classic and contemporary worship services, a 
tradition of youth ministry, a youth outreach center in Liberty Center with after school programming and lots 
of dreams, and a Wednesday night student ministry with youth and children.  

TRINITY VAN WERT IS SEEKING WORSHIP LEADER 

Trinity United Methodist Church in Van Wert is looking for a Worship Leader for our Praise Team.  This position 

consists primarily of 1 weekly rehearsal and 2 Sunday morning worship services and assisting the Youth Director 

with the Youth Praise Band.  The position is able to be negotiated, but primary responsibilities are: 

• Maintaining/developing team atmosphere among the volunteer Praise Team 
• Scheduling Praise Team members 
• Leading rehearsals to prepare for Sunday morning 
• Choosing music for Sunday morning based on Pastor's sermons 
• Maintaining music database 
• Working with the Youth Director to develop the Youth Praise Band 
• Ensuring worship graphics are prepared for worship 

 
While we would like a Leader who is able to lead worship, we have many in our Praise Team that can do so.  This 
position is as much about organization and team building as it is about leading worship.  Salary is negotiable in the 
$110 - $130/week range dependent on experience and availability. 
Candidates can email resume and references to Pastor Kurt Tomlinson @ krtom14@gmail.com. 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com


 
 
Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  Donating.  Really 
good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   

 

 

Portable Sound Lectern 
Zion Grover Hill UMC is looking for a portable sound lectern.   Please contact Mike Waldron 419.238.1493 with 
any leads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Copier 
The Coldwater United Methodists Church has a used Duplo DP-A120 copier (so picture below) that is available 
for any church office or needy organization. Donation to Coldwater UMC would be acceptable as payment. 

Please contact Scott A. Ault at 937-260-1677. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robe 
Women Clergy Alb with various stoles. Size Small.  Free for the taking. Can be picked up here at the District 
Office.  Please call at 419-523-9901 or email at lmoore@wocumc.org.   
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Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 
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