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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 
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Visit our website! Contact us! 
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Like us on  
Facebook! 
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2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Sunday, June 7 - Wednesday, June 10, 2020 

Hoover  
Auditorium  

at  
Lakeside  

Chautauqua 

Check the 
Conference 

website 
for details  
regarding 
overnight 

accommodations 

For I am the Lord your God, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar - the 
Lord Almighty is his name. I have put my words in your mouth and covered 
you with the shadow of my hand - I who set the heavens in place, who laid 
the foundations of the earth, and who say to Zion, “You are my people.” Isai-
ah 51:15-16, NIV 
 
Lord God Almighty, your eyes watch over the whole world. We come be-
fore you with the evils that surround us still clinging to us. Shelter our lives in 
your hands. Give us your strength to win through, even in suffering and 
need. For we are yours, O Lord our God. You have chosen your people to 
strengthen them and to free them from all evil. We beseech you to help us. 
May we feel your presence among us. May your Word bear fruit in us to the 
everlasting honor of your name. Amen. 

SIGN UP TO ATTEND ANNUAL CONFERENCE AS AN AT-LARGE MEMBER 
 

 The Northwest Plains District will send 84 At-Large Members to this year’s Annual 
Conference.  We invite you, the laity in our churches, to consider representing the Northwest 

Plains District at the West Ohio Area Conference June 7-10 
 We’d like all aspects of our membership represented with respect to ethnicity, age, 
demographic context (rural, urban, suburban, small membership church, large membership 

church) and more. 
 If you are interested in serving, please contact the District Office via email or 
phone 419-523-9901 for more information or to be placed on the list for consideration. 

 Online registration goes live at 10 am on Monday, March 2.  The deadline to let us 
know that you are interested in serving is Monday, February 24. 
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving the life 
and ministry of: 
 
Rev. Wesley Clarke who died Tuesday, February 18, 2020. He was a retired pastor from The West Ohio 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served appointments at Newark First; First Batavia; Mon-
fort Heights; Urbana; Trinity Portsmouth and Ridgeway/Mt. Victory churches. He also served as Athen’s 
District Superintendent and Director of Wesley Glen in Columbus. 
Preceding him in death was his wife, Reva L. Clarke. Surviving are his sons, David W. (Tracy) Clarke and 
Richard J. Clarke; daughter, Martha L. (Curt) Balogh; grandchildren: Tara L. (Greg) Martin, Brittany L. (Ben) 
Manning and Sara Jo Clarke; great-grandchildren: Payden, Harper and Gregory; brother, Donald 
Clarke and sister, Dorothy Hawks. 
 
His funeral service will be held at 11:00 am on Thursday, February 27, 2020 at the Urbana United Method-
ist Church, 238 North Main Street, Urbana, Ohio 43078. Burial will be in Woodlawn Cemetery in Ada, Ohio. 
 
In lieu of flowers the family has requested memorial donations be made to: the Frank and Sarah Ellen 
Clarke Family Scholarship, make checks payable to the Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, 2121 
Sheridan Road, Evanston, Illinois 60201 or go to https://www.garrett.edu/give; the Alzheimer’s Association, 
Northwest Ohio Chapter, Attn: Findlay-Lima Office, 480 W. Dussel Drive, Suite 150, Maumee, Ohio 43537; 
and/or the Reva Clarke Memorial Scholarship For the School of Nursing, make checks payable to Ohio 
Northern University c/o Office of Advancement, 525 S. Main Street, Ada, Ohio 45810. 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen B. Hayes (husband of Pastor Katie Hayes), “Steve”, age 69 of Ottawa, Ohio and formerly of 
Celina and Waynesfield, Ohio, passed away on Friday, February 21, 2020 at the James Cancer Hospital in 
Columbus.  He was born on December 5, 1950 in Van Wert, Ohio to the late Gordon B. and Gretchen A. 
(Fetters) Hayes.  On January 8, 1994 he married Kathleen J. “Katie” Condict, who survives in Ottawa, 
Ohio.  Also surviving are his children; Rachel A. (Mike) Longstreth of Delaware, Sharon E. Hayes of Dela-
ware, Stephen B. (Leah) Hayes of Ottawa, Gracie K. Hayes of Ottawa, one grandson Aiden J. Longstreth 
and his two brothers and sister-in-law, Mike Hayes and Jeff (Carol) Hayes all of Celina.  

 

Steve was preceded in death by his parents, his sister-in-law Lori Hayes and a nephew Donald G. “Donny” 
Hayes. 
 
A Memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 29, 2020 at the Lehman-Dzendzel Fu-
neral Home in Celina, with the Rev. Barry Burns officiating.  His remains will be buried in the Dayton Na-
tional Cemetery, with full Military Honors.  A Memorial Gathering for receiving visitors will be held from 2 to 
8 p.m. on Friday at the Lehman-Dzendzel Funeral Home and friends may also visit an hour before services 
at the funeral home.  In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Melanoma Research or 
Breast Cancer Research at the James Cancer Hospital in Columbus, to your own local church, or to the Ot-
tawa-Glandorf High School Band.  Condolences may be shared on-line at LehmanDzendzelFH.com. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FUrbana%2BUnited%2BMethodist%2BChurch%2F%4040.1101167%2C-83.755094%2C17z%2Fdata%3D!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x883f487074e0197d%3A0x5004a392df48f001!2s238%2BN%2BMain%2BSt%2C
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.garrett.edu%2Fgive&data=02%7C01%7Cnwplains%40wocumc.org%7C3c60e6d26d2440f4741808d7b57b5b35%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637177413745803989&sdata=HHlUv%2Bgc07bFnUD5%2Fsuvj4%2


News from around the Connection 
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Harry Denman Evangelism Award Taking Nominations 
 

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The Foundation for Evangelism, honors United Method-
ists in each Annual Conference whose exceptional ministry of evangelism brings people into a life transform-
ing relationship with Jesus Christ. What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipient is the 
commitment to consistently introduce others to the Good News of Jesus Christ in all ministry settings. Their 
ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ followers who credit encounters with this person as criti-
cal in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. Awards are given to clergy, laity, and youth. Visit (https://
www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award) for more information and to download 
the nomination form. Please submit nominations to mgrace@wocumc.org by March 15, 2020. 

From the desk of  . . .  

Save the date! 
 
Northwest Plains District 

Spring Conference 

Sunday, May 31, 2020 

2:45 pm Gathering Time 

3:30       Business of the Conference 
 

Leipsic UMC 
127 W. Main St., Leipsic,  45856 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend! 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/harry-denman-evangelism-award
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org


  BY GEORGE! Campaign   

 

Thank you so much for your wonderful response to 
the By George Campaign.  We have been able to send 
in $37, 357.91  already, and have more to send. I 
think the time has come for us to draw this campaign 
to an end, so we will be sending in our last contribu-
tion for now at the end of April. This will give you time to send in your re-
maining gifts if you are interested. Again, Thank you so much!! 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congre-
gations and in turn multiply the number of people who are choosing to live 
in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan 
way, passionately and respectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context 

and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in 
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, 
Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  
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A Perfect Love Study 
As individuals, small groups, and congregations across our annual conference utilize the 
resources in A Perfect Love to study Wesley's work, they will be challenged to consider 
how God might use even the tensions and divisions we are experiencing in our lives, our 
churches, and our nation to help us understand the extent of the love we are invited into 
that transforms us as it becomes our "sole guiding principle and power of life". This series 
is built around the book A Perfect Love: Understanding John Wesley's A Plain Account of 
Christian Perfection.  Receive 50% off discount for book orders. The code will only be 
good for a limited time. Please call 800.972.0433 to place your order. Be sure to use the 
discount code of PERFECTLOVE50. 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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HENDERSON SETTLEMENT TRIP 
PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO DEADLINE DATES 
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https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-development-day-2018


West Ohio District Announcement: 
 

Summer Impact 2020 
 
Are you a youth group, women's group, men's group, or young adult group, with a desire to serve and learn?  
 
Your group is invited to come and serve for a week (Sunday - Friday) this summer alongside ministries in Cincinnati 
participating in building projects, day camps, delivering furniture, communing with those who are experiencing 
homelessness and sickness, and more.  
 
Registration is open to choose from 6 weeks in June and July and the cost is $230/person.   
 
The heart behind Summer Impact is transformation through serving experiences, meaningful interactions, and 
individual/group reflection time in order to see the work that God is already doing in Cincinnati and how God is 
calling us to partner in that Kingdom work. The hope is that teams will return home with a renewed energy and 
sense of where God is leading them to serve in their own community throughout the year. 
 
Playing on the year 2020 - the next year’s theme is: "2020 Vision: Prophets of the Past and Present" and will em-
phasize God's Kingdom work through generations - including this current one! 
 
To find out more information about what your week will look like and to register your group – please email Rev. 
Kate Smith (ksmith@hpcumc.org) or visit: http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact/ 
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Small Church Essentials Conference March 27 and 28  
 

Sponsored by the CAN District, TARRP, Rural Life Sunday Funds and the West Ohio UMRA 
Friday evening and Saturday, March 27 and 28, at Marysville First UMC  

This is a large conference focused exclusively on the smaller church!   
 

Speaker Rev. Karl Vaters, author of the book “Small Church Essentials” and “The Grasshopper Myth”, will be joining us from Orange 
County, California.  His organization New Small Church exists to encourage, connect and equip innovative Small church leaders. “We be-
lieve being small is not a problem to fix, but a strategy God wants to use.”  Sessions include:  

• Redefining Success in Ministry (Friday evening) 

• Thinking Like a Great Small Church 

• A New Way to Look at Vision-Casting 

• Becoming a Healthy Church, No Matter Your Size 

• Finding and Mentoring Volunteers in Today’s Small Church 
 
The cost is $25/person for both days, with a maximum cost of $50/church, no matter how many people attend. The training will run from 
7:00 – 9:00 pm on Friday and 9:00 am – 3:00 pm on Saturday.  Rev. Karen Montgomery is the contact for questions around this event, pas-
torkarennlumc@gmail.com, 513-255-2232. 

mailto:ksmith@hpcumc.org
mailto:pastorkarennlumc@gmail.com
mailto:pastorkarennlumc@gmail.com
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BROWN BAG Lunch-n-Learns 
 
Announcing new opportunities for learning and fellowship. Starting in October we will be hav-
ing a new series of what we are calling Lunch -n- Learns! You are invited to bring a lunch 
and share in a time of fellowship and learning. We will start at 11:30 am and end by 1:00 pm 
each time. These will be spread around to all of the counties of the Northwest Plains District 
throughout the year and you are invited to come to any or all of them that you might be inter-
ested in. You can find a schedule of dates and topics here. This is planned for pastors, but 
everyone is welcome to come and join!  

The West Ohio Conference will hold an Early Response Team (ERT) training on Saturday, March 14, 
8:00 am-4:00 pm at Bellefontaine First UMC. ERT volunteers provide support in disaster response sit-
uations and must go through specific training with UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief). This 
ensures that ERT volunteers will be productive and caring while causing no further harm or burden on 
the affected community. Topics covered in the class include the who, what, when, where and how of do-
ing disaster response ministry, as well as hands-on experience in the specific tasks that early respond-
ers are expected to accomplish. Volunteers who pass the course will receive a three-year UMCOR 
badge that allows early access to disaster areas. Cost for the training is $40 for new volunteers; $35 for 
recertification. Deadline to register is March 8. For more information or to register for the class go to this 
link. (https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/early-response-training-bellefontaine-first-umc). 

ERT TRAININGS BEING OFFERED 

The West Ohio Conference will hold an Early Response Team (ERT) training on Saturday, April 25, 
8:00 am-4:00 pm at Sylvania First UMC. ERT volunteers provide support in disaster response situa-
tions and must go through specific training with UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief). This 
ensures that ERT volunteers will be productive and caring while causing no further harm or burden on 
the affected community. Topics covered in the class include the who, what, when, where and how of do-
ing disaster response ministry, as well as hands-on experience in the specific tasks that early respond-
ers are expected to accomplish. Volunteers who pass the course will receive a three-year UMCOR 
badge that allows early access to disaster areas. Cost for the training is $40 for new volunteers; $35 for 
recertification. Deadline to register is April 19. For more information or to register for the class, click here 
(https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/early-response-training-sylvania-first-umc  

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/early-response-training-bellefontaine-first-umc
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/early-response-training-sylvania-first-umc


 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leader-

ship development programs already available within the United 

Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and 

empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples  
 
“Methodist Heritage”  (CORE) led by Rev. Brian 

Arnold/Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, March 7, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic 

UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.  The FIRM 

deadline for registration is February 26, 2020.  Reg-

ister on the district website or attached form on page 

10. 

 

“Theology of Our Hymns (Advance)” led by Rev. 

Duane Kemerley/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be 

offered on Saturday, March 7, 8:30am-4:30pm, at 

Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.  The 

FIRM deadline for registration is February 26, 2020.  

Register on the district website or attached form on 

page 10. 

 

“Lay Servants lead in Prayer (CORE) led by Jeff 

Motter/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered 

on Saturday, April 4, at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic 

UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio. .  The FIRM 

deadline for registration is March 25, 2020.  Register 

on the district website or attached form on page 11. 

 

“Grief Seminar (Advanced) will be offered on Sat-

urday, April 4 at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 

127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.   The FIRM dead-

line for registration is March 25, 2020.  Register on 

the district website or attached form on page 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you 

know, would be interested in participating, please reg-

ister when the time is open to do so! 
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https://youtu.be/orao6DG4q9c 
 
Lay Servant Opportunities by Betsey Armstrong   

Lay Servant Opportunities by Betsey Armstrong 
 
 

Checkout the video on YouTube and the District Website 
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Don’t forget to   . . . 
 
 
 
• Complete Year-end reports by February 28.  Reporting is done online through EZRA Statistics 

system.  NOTE: what was mailed had two different deadline dates.  February 28 is the correct 
one. 

• Return Fund Balance Sheet to District Office by April 1 
• Sign-up for  Henderson Settlement  - May 3 thru– May 9.  Please pay attention to deadline 

dates noted on from on page 6 
• Mark your calendar for  Annual Conference June 7– June 10  
• Sign up for upcoming Lay Servant Training events—page 9, 10, and  11—Deadline is nearing 
• Anyone interested in being an At-Large Member (Adults/Young or Youth) to the 2020 

West Ohio Annual Conference scheduled for June 7-11, please contact the District Office at 
419-523-9901 or email us at nwplains@wocumc.org 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Forao6DG4q9c&data=02%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7Cc98b871a80194dbdcb9308d778e1302d%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637110780927402807&sdata=0DbE6u3C1FAdgwWZpGgLY8acKxbT1V
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Forao6DG4q9c&data=02%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7Cc98b871a80194dbdcb9308d778e1302d%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637110780927412799&sdata=3htmCzQLWr%2F6SEsAiMoO1F4%2FUd


 

 

 

 

 

 

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

 

Women's Walks /Dates 

February 6 – 9, 2020 

June 4 – 7, 2020 

October 8 – 11, 2020 

  

 

Men's Walks/Dates 

March 12 – 15, 2020 

November 5 – 8, 2020 

 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#80 - 02/20/2020 - 02/23/2020 

#81 - 06/11/2020  - 06/14/2020 

#82 - 10/15/2020 - 10/18/2020 

 

Men’s Walks/Dates 

#75 - 03/12/2020 - 03/15/2020 

#76 - 11/05/2020 - 11/08/2020  

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#89— April 30-May 3, 2020 

    

Men’s Walk/Dates   
#73—April 2-5, 2020    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work.  
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls Flight #53 

February 21-23, 2020 

 

Boys Flight #53 

March 6-8, 2020  

 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Local Church and Community Events 
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First United Methodist Church Youth Group Launches Shoe Drive Fundraiser  
to Raise Money for Mission Trips 

 
Van Wert, OH  2020 – First United Methodist Church is conducting a shoe drive fundraiser from February 17- May 

1st to raise funds for National & International mission trips. First Church Youth will earn funds based on the total 

weight of the pairs of gently worn, used and new shoes collected, as Funds2Orgs will issue a check for the collect-

ed shoes. Those dollars will benefit their Mission Trips. Anyone can help by donating gently worn, used and new 

shoes at 113 W. Central Street, Van Wert. 

All donated shoes will then be redistributed throughout the Funds2Orgs network of micro-enterprise (small busi-

ness) partners. Funds2Orgs works with micro-entrepreneurs in helping them create, maintain and grow small busi-

nesses in developing countries where economic opportunity and jobs are limited. Proceeds from the sales of the 

shoes collected in shoe drive fundraisers are used to feed, clothe and house their families. One budding entrepre-

neur in Haiti even earned enough to send her son to law school. 

"We are excited about our shoe drive," said Teresa Shaffer, Middle School Youth Director. "We know that most 

people have extra shoes in their closets they would like to donate to us. By doing so, we raise money for our mis-

sion trips and we have the chance to help families in developing nations who need economic opportunities. It’s a 

win-win for everyone.” 

By donating gently worn, used and new shoes to the First United Methodist Youth, the shoes will be given a sec-

ond chance and make a difference in people’s lives around the world.  

About First United Methodist Church Youth 
Youth in grades 6th – 12th grade can join the youth group.  They meet on Sunday evenings until May.  They will be 
going to Indianapolis, IN June 7-12 with Youthworks on their mission trip.  They are in the process of planning an 

International trip for 2021.   

Local Church and Community Events 

Page 16                                                 NWP Weekly Bulletin       February 24, 2020 



Page 17                                                 NWP Weekly Bulletin       February 24, 2020 

Local Church and Community Events 

Community Meal PSA 
  

  
The Pandora United Methodist Church will be hosting a FREE Community Meal on Wed. 

Feb.26th, 5:30 to 7:00 pm. in the church  fellowship hall, 108 E. Washington Street, Pando-
ra.  The meal this month is provided the Hilty Memorial Home. The menu is Fried chick-
en,  buttered parsley potatoes, California Blend Vegetables, cupcakes and beverages. 

Posters & Camp guides available at the NWP District office.   
Please contact us if you would like a copy. 



Mission Opportunity for Building a House in the Henderson Settlement Area during the Spring and 
Summer of 2020 

  
What: SOWER (Sharing Our Witness - Enriching Relationships) is a conference wide construction mission 
to build new housing in the area served by Henderson Settlement. 
Objective:  To construct a house from the foundation up for the selected family  
Where: Henderson Settlement, Frakes KY (Part of the Red Bird Missionary Conference) 
When:  May 3-9 & 10-16; July 12-18 & 19-25; August 16-22 & 23-29 of 2020 
Cost:  $260/volunteer (covers room and board at Henderson Settlement) 
Materials:  Funds/pledges are needed to  cover the materials cost 
Contact:  For more information contact Ralph and Carolyn Brandon - 740-344-5581 or sowervimpro-
ject@gmail.com  
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MTSO’s Schooler Institute on Preaching: ‘Preaching Mark as  

Parable’  

Preacher, educator and widely published author O. Wesley Allen Jr. will lead the 2020 Schooler Institute on Preaching at Methodist 

Theological School in Ohio. 

The two-day event will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 3 and 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. March 4 on the MTSO campus, 3081 Co-

lumbus Pike in Delaware. Thanks to the generosity of the Schooler Family Foundation, the Schooler Institute is offered to the public 

without cost, as is lunch both days. Advance registration is required and available at //www.mtso.edu/schooler. One continuing educa-

tion unit is available for a $25 processing fee. 

Allen, the Lois Craddock Perkins Professor of Homiletics at Southern Methodist University’s Perkins School of Theology, has chosen 

the theme “Preaching Mark as a Parable” for the Schooler Institute.  

He argues that the author of the Second Gospel wrote the entire narrative as a parable to challenge and change the way the original 

audience thought about Christ, the reign of God and their roles as disciples. The first day of Schooler will focus on this reading and 

techniques for preaching individual Markan passages in light of the parabolic nature of the whole document. On the second day, Allen 

will present strategies for preaching through Mark cumulatively, especially for (but not limited to) those following the Revised Com-

mon Lectionary. 

The Synoptic Gospels are among Allen’s areas of specialization. He wrote his 1996 dissertation on Luke-Acts; authored an exegetical 

textbook titled Reading the Synoptic Gospels: Basic Methods for Interpreting Matthew, Mark, and Luke in 2000 and revised it in 

2013; and contributed the volume Matthew to the Fortress Biblical Preaching Commentaries series in 2013. He is currently working 

on a critical preaching commentary on the Gospel of Mark. 

 

Allen holds a Ph.D. from Emory Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, a Master of Divinity degree from Yale Divinity School and a 

bachelor’s degree from Birmingham-Southern College. An ordained United Methodist elder, he is past president of the Academy of 

Homiletics.  

 

Methodist Theological School in Ohio provides theological education and leadership in pursuit of a just, sustainable and generative 

world. In addition to the Master of Divinity degree, the school offers master’s degrees in social justice, counseling, practical theology 

and theological studies, along with a Doctor of Ministry degree. 

mailto:sowervimproject@gmail.com
mailto:sowervimproject@gmail.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252f%252f%252fwww.mtso.edu%252fschooler.%26c%3DE%2C1%2C0e1SQEdcBqGbrsY5DmJ9mNeOGy_HTxv5OpG9zv3EWv9Dy_0ODSguBgTlZpLh2mvSGeFox2e19APW739Liq4KUj
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Director of Children’s Ministries  
 
Interested in working in the Furniture Capital of the World? Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church 
(www.wesleymemorial.org) of High Point, NC is seeking a full-time Director of Children’s Ministries who will work cooperatively 
with clergy, program staff, and appropriate lay leadership to ensure that 
children’s ministry opportunities support and strengthen the congregational mission, vision, and goals as well as the vision for the 
children’s ministry. In addition, the director will work in partnership with the Children’s Ministry Team to design and implement 
ministries and programs for children’s ministry that include, but are not limited to: Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Special 
events such as Trunk-Or-Treat, Hanging of the Greens, Children’s Nativity, and Palm Sunday Easter Extravaganza, Bible Explorers 
(Sunday evening), and Wednesday evening program. The church is also seeking someone who can lead the Children’s Ministry 
Team in imagining and implementing new initiatives to help children and their families grow spiritually and to grow the children’s 
ministry numerically. 

Qualifications for this position are 
• BA or equivalent in Education/Christian Education/Child Development/Family Relations or 

related field. MA preferred. 
• Three years of previous significant, successful experience in developing children and family 

programs in a medium or large congregational setting. 
• Knowledge of theory and techniques required to manage and maintain a vital children’s ministry 

in a large congregation. 
• Current experience in the recruitment, development, and management of a significant number 

of volunteers. 
• Knowledge of planning, coordination, and execution of basic business functions. 
 
Qualified candidates should send a cover letter and resume to aly.eaton@ministryarchitects.com.  

February 26 

http://www.wesleymemorial.org
mailto:aly.eaton@ministryarchitects.com
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Liberty Chapel Youth Pastor 
Liberty Chapel is looking for a full-time Youth Pastor. Primary responsibilities would be ministries with Junior 
High and Senior High Youth along with coordination of ministries at The Rock youth center. Interested persons 
should send their resume to the church: 9474 County Road V, Liberty Center, OH 43532, 419-533-2881. Atten-
tion: Pastor Brad Martin. or to bmartin4477@gmail.com.  
 
The Youth Pastor’s main goal is to lead students through teaching scripture, developing youth ministries, and 
public relations with the congregation and community. He or she will provide regular short-term small group 
studies for youth to attend. The primary responsibility of this person is with the Junior High and Senior High 
Teams, but she or he will also provide resources for Children and Middle School Teams. The Youth Pastor will 
provide leadership in summer to the Junior High and Senior High Youth Ministries which generally includes 
mission trips among other activities. He or she will also coordinate ministries at The Rock youth center. 
 
Liberty Chapel United Methodist Church is a rural congregation near Liberty Center, Ohio. About 200 persons 
join together for worship and praise each Sunday. There is a good age-spread of children, youth, youth adults, 
and older adults. The church has a strong evangelical heritage, classic and contemporary worship services, a 
tradition of youth ministry, a youth outreach center in Liberty Center with after school programming and lots 
of dreams, and a Wednesday night student ministry with youth and children.  

TRINITY VAN WERT IS SEEKING WORSHIP LEADER 

Trinity United Methodist Church in Van Wert is looking for a Worship Leader for our Praise Team.  This position 

consists primarily of 1 weekly rehearsal and 2 Sunday morning worship services and assisting the Youth Director 

with the Youth Praise Band.  The position is able to be negotiated, but primary responsibilities are: 

• Maintaining/developing team atmosphere among the volunteer Praise Team 
• Scheduling Praise Team members 
• Leading rehearsals to prepare for Sunday morning 
• Choosing music for Sunday morning based on Pastor's sermons 
• Maintaining music database 
• Working with the Youth Director to develop the Youth Praise Band 
• Ensuring worship graphics are prepared for worship 

 
While we would like a Leader who is able to lead worship, we have many in our Praise Team that can do so.  This 
position is as much about organization and team building as it is about leading worship.  Salary is negotiable in the 
$110 - $130/week range dependent on experience and availability. 
Candidates can email resume and references to Pastor Kurt Tomlinson @ krtom14@gmail.com. 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com


 
 
Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  Donating.  Really 
good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   

 

 

Portable Sound Lectern 
Zion Grover Hill UMC is looking for a portable sound lectern.   Please contact Mike Waldron 419.238.1493 with 
any leads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robe 
Women Clergy Alb with various stoles. Size Small.  Free for the taking. Can be picked up here at the District 
Office.  Please call at 419-523-9901 or email at lmoore@wocumc.org.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guitar Lessons 
Looking for someone that gives acoustic guitar lessons and is fluent in playing.  In need of someone that is flexi-
ble with time at least from season to season.  Please txt 419-203-5526 with contact info. 
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Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 
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