THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO
MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A
world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING
in the likeness of

JESUS CHRIST
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Bishop Asks for Prayer, Support for Flooded Areas
Dear Beloved in Christ Jesus:
I have been humbled by the generosity you have extended over this
past year to people affected by hurricanes throughout the United
States. Today, I am inviting you to once again extend the light of
Jesus' love - to assist neighbors and communities in our own conference who are affected by rising rivers and the destructive force of
flooding water.
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Over the weekend, many towns along the Ohio River experienced flooding. The situation is expected to extend to other river communities in Southern Ohio and Northwest Ohio as heavy rain
continues throughout the week and over the weekend. Pomeroy, the west side of Marietta, Proctorville, Athalia and Chesapeake are some of the towns impacted thus far. Our conference and
district disaster leaders along with local congregations have been engaged in offering hope, leadership and supplies. I am asking you to join me in supporting our disaster response in the following
ways:
1. Pray for families and businesses affected by current flooding and those responding.
2. Give a financial gift to support our work within the conference.
• Make checks payable to West Ohio Conference
• In the memo line, write "West Ohio Disaster Fund"
• Mail to West Ohio Conference, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington OH 43085
3. At this time, we are asking for contributions to assist West Ohio's response directly
instead of giving to UMCOR. 100% of your contribution will support disaster response
within The West Ohio Conference.
4. Pray for communities bracing for flooding later this week and over the weekend.
Opportunities to respond will be communicated through Conference communication systems as
they arrive. If you are interested in receiving email updates, please contact Kris Shoaf at
kshoaf@wocumc.org.
Thank you for allowing your light to shine so that our neighbors know they are not alone in the
midst of heightened chaos and anxiety.
In Ministry with You,

God our Father, the Bible reminds us that your love for each of us is great
and that you are faithful forever, never letting us down or forgetting your
promises to us.
Inspire us to value friendship and loyalty, that we may be faithful to those
who love and trust us. We pray that we may live in such a way that we
may make others feel welcome and secure.
Show us how to look upon other people in the same generous way that
you look upon each of us. Extend our horizons that we may understand
better those who are far from us.
Amen.

SIGN UP TO ATTEND ANNUAL
CONFERENCE AS AN AT-LARGE MEMBER
The Northwest Plains District will send 78 At-Large Members to
this year’s Annual Conference. We invite you, the laity in our churches, to consider representing the
Northwest Plains District at the 49th session of the West Ohio Area Annual Conference June 3-6.
We'd like all aspects of our membership represented with respect to ethnicity, age, demographic
context (rural, urban, suburban, small membership church, large membership church) and more.
If you are interested in serving, please contact the district office via email or phone 800.589.7828 for
more information or to be placed on the list for consideration.
Online registration goes live at 10am on Thursday, March 1. The deadline to let us know that you’re
interested in serving is Monday, February 26.

REGISTRATION FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE BEGINS MARCH 1
The 2018 West Ohio Annual Conference will be held Sunday, June 3,
through Wednesday, June 6, at Lakeside Chautauqua. This year's theme is
"Be Not Afraid...There is Enough!" based on Matthew 14:13-21.
Registration for Annual Conference will begin on Thursday, March 1, at
10:00 am. Guest speaker for the Conference will be Rev. Dr. Zan Wesley
Holmes, Jr., Pastor Emeritus of St. Luke "Community" United Methodist
Church in Dallas, TX, where he served for 28 years.
More information can be found on the Annual Conference web page
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018

Lay Servant Training Events

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply
Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply.
•

•

Nancy Replogle is responsible for the
southern part of NWP District including
Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert
and Wyandot counties. She can be
reached at 419.771.3472 (note new telephone number) or by email at rnreplogle73@gmail.com.
Stephen Brooks is responsible for the
northern part of NWP District including
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be
reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.

PLEASE NOTE: Larry Zuvers will cover the
northern part of NWP District the months of
February and March while Stephen Brooks is
out of the district. Larry can be reached at
lzuvers@gmail.com or 419.636.2329.
Stephen will resume covering Pulpit Supply
after April 8, 2018.

"Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry:
Basic" led by Rev. Vernagaye Sullivan, will be
offered on Friday, March 2, 6-9pm, continuing on Saturday, March 3, 8:30am-4:30pm,
at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa,
Ohio. The FIRM deadline for registration is
February 23, 2018.
Details and registration http://tiny.cc/rufkpy.
“Heritage” led by Rev. Brian Arnold, will be
offered Saturday, March 3, 8:30am-4:30pm,
at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The
FIRM deadline for registration is February
23, 2018.
Details and registration http://tiny.cc/01fkpy.
“Accountable Discipleship” led by Rev. Barry
Burns, will be offered on Saturday, March 3,
8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt
St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration is February 23, 2018.
Details and registration http://tiny.cc/c4fkpy.

March 17
Montpelier St. Paul’s

Spiritual/Racial Justice Day

Emmaus Events

Findlay Emmaus Gathering (on the third Tuesday)
Tuesday, March 20, 7 pm
St Marks UMC
800 S. Main St., Findlay |419.422.4236
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/

Sidney Emmaus Gathering (on the second Tuesday)
Tuesday, March 13, 7 pm
First UMC
230 E. Poplar St., Sidney |937.492.9136
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/

NW Ohio Emmaus Gathering (on the fourth Saturday)
Saturday, February 24, 6:30 pm
Delta UMC
101 Northwood Dr., Delta |419.822.4195
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

What is the Walk to Emmaus?
The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and
formation that begins with a three-day short course in Christianity. It is an
opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God's grace and love is
revealed to you through other believers.
Learn more http://emmaus.upperroom.org/

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
Women's Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #104
June 14-17, 2018
Women’s Walk #105
October 4-7, 2018
Men's Walks
Men’s Walk #78
Men’s Walk #79

Dates
March 15-18, 2018
November 1-4, 2018

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
Women’s Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #75
June 14-17, 2018
Women’s Walk #76
October 18-21, 2018
Men’s Walks
Men’s Walk #70
Men’s Walk #71
Men’s Walk #72

Dates
March 22-25, 2018
July 19-22, 2018
November 1-4, 2018

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Chrysalis is a three day experience of
spiritual renewal open to members of
any Christian denomination, ages 15 to
24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus
Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant
to inspire, challenge, and equip youth
for Christian action in their homes,
churches, communities and places of
work.
St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay
Girls # 51 - June 28—July 1, 2018
Boys # 50 - July 26-29, 2018
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
Greene Street UMC, Piqua
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
Delta UMC, Delta
Girls -June 22-24, 2018
Boys -March 2-4, 2018

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Local Church and Community Events
Columbus Grove Christian Church
Thursday, February 22, 4:30-7:30 PM
105 S. Broadway St., Columbus Grove, OH
Tickets at the door: $7.50 for adults and $4.00 for children ages 5-12
Carry outs will be available.
Frozen uncooked whole hog sausage links will also be for sale.
The public is welcome to take part in good food and fellowship!

The Pandora United Methodist Church will be hosting a FREE Community Meal on
Wednesday, February 28, 5:30 - 7:00 pm, in the church fellowship hall, 108 E. Washington
Street, Pandora. The meal this month is provided by Hilty Memorial Home. The menu is
fried chicken, parsley potatoes, California blend vegetables, assorted cup cakes, and
beverage.

Putnam County People First along with the Putnam County Board of
Developmental Disabilities is hosting their 3rd Annual Spaghetti Dinner
fundraiser at Brookhill Center, 7989 SR 108, Ottawa.
The date and time is Thursday, March 15, 4pm-7pm.
Dinners are $6.50 pre-sale. Meal will include spaghetti with meat sauce,
breadstick, salad, and a dessert. Presale tickets are recommended and
money due by March 1, please.
Dinner tickets can be purchased at the door for dine in or takeout.
All proceeds will help sponsor People First activities, trainings, and
conferences.
In celebration of March being Developmental Disabilities awareness Month, a special speaker from Ottawa Crime
Victim Services, Meghan Marie Lasher, will share a “Lesson of Life and Leadership” from 5-6pm. You can eat your
dinner and listen to the Meghan’s message.
For tickets or if you have questions, please call Christine at 419.523.0118.

West Ohio Connection and Beyond
“Traction Tracks,” specific training/resourcing/coaching/
implementation components developed within West Ohio’s Missional
Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI), are now available in individual
short courses for churches of any size and setting.
Does your congregation need to gain a new specific aspect of traction
in order to begin moving forward into renewed vitality? Consider
which of these next Traction Track offerings might be right for you. Every Traction Track involves your pastor plus a
team from your church. Some offered last fall will be offered again this spring, to accommodate waiting lists and geographic convenience. Other Traction Track MCCI components are offered for the very first time.
Click https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/traction-tracks-0 to find out more about each of the following,
and to register online.
Creating a Social Media Strategy for Your Church (two-session training)
Sessions begin February 24 and will be hosted at Trinity United Methodist Church, Columbus. (CAN District).
New option exists for this Traction Track: Teams may attend via a Zoom video call.
Family Ties: Home, Church, and Community (four-session training)
Sessions begin March 1 and will hosted at St. Marks United Methodist Church, Findlay. (NWP District)
Spring Clean Your Church Communications (three-session training)
Sessions will be hands-on workshops and require pre-work to be done for each session by your church's team, and
begin March 10, and will be hosted at Cornerstone United Methodist Church, West Chester. (ORV District)
Breakthrough Prayer Initiative (one-session training)
Two identical Traction Track single sessions are available.
Saturday, March 17, 9 am-2 pm; Host location is Forest Park United Methodist Church, Lima (NWP District)
Sunday, March 18, 2-7 pm; Host location Wesley United Methodist Church, Bryan (NWP District)
Sparking a Volunteer Revolution Through Catalytic Outreach (two-session training)
Sessions begin on Wednesday, April 11 hosted at North Broadway United Methodist Church, Columbus. (CAN District)
Worship Design Enhancement (three-session training)
Sessions begin on April 7 hosted at Stillwater United Methodist Church, Dayton. (MIV District)

Next Generations Leadership Ministry
It is with great pleasure that we announce the opening of the Next Generations Leadership Ministry Intern Application
process. Since its inception, the Next Generations Leadership Ministry Interns have been able to discern calls to Ministry and Service in a variety of ways. The pay for the Internship is $4,600.00 during the summer, starting May 21 and
ending July 7. Internship placements are with engaging local churches throughout the West Ohio Conference and
include trips to local Ohio Seminaries as well as in the mid-western part of the United States. Applicants must be
college students who are available for the duration of the Internship. Please encourage students who have expressed
a desire to explore a call to ministry and/or service to apply at www.westohioumc.org. The Application Deadline is
March 9, 2018. For questions, please email Rev. Donnetta Peaks (dpeaks@wocumc.org) or call 614.844.6200, Ext 314.

Fresh Expressions April 6
Fresh Expressions is an international movement of missionary disciples
cultivating new kinds of church alongside existing congregations to more
effectively engage our growing post-Christen society. A ‘Fresh Expression’
is a form of church for our changing culture, established primarily for the
benefit of those who are not yet part of any church. Sound interesting?
You can learn more on april 6 at Perrysburg Grace UMC. Cost is $35 per
person. For more information or to register, go to the Fresh Expressions
website https://freshexpressionsus.org/westohiovisiondays/.

Lead Like Jesus Encounter is March 9-10
Sponsored by the Capitol Area North District and the West Ohio
Conference United Methodist Men
Change your world! Lead Like Jesus imagines a world in which leaders
serve rather than rule, give rather than take. We imagine leaders who produce results through service and
sacrifice rather than through power and position. Throughout the Lead Like Jesus Encounter you will explore effective and practical ways to live your faith at work, home and in all relationships. You will dig deep
into scripture and examine the perfect and powerful leadership principles that Jesus modeled in every-day
life. Open to both men and women, this workshop is packed with 10 hours of action-oriented learning followed by weekly online E-lessons. Encounter is highly interactive, participant-driven leadership development workshop that exposes common leadership misconceptions and offers a practical model based on the
greatest leader role model of all time, Jesus.
Friday, March 9, 7:00 – 9:00 pm and Saturday, March 10, 8:30 am – 4:00 pm. Cost is $80, which includes
materials and meals. Held at Bellefontaine First UMC, 201 N. Main St., Bellefontaine, OH 43311. Contact
Rev. Ben Shaeffer, rbshaeff@yahoo.com, with questions. Register here http://tiny.cc/spj3qy

Details shared on Way Forward models
By Heather Hahn, United Methodist News Service

ABIDJAN, Côte d’Ivoire (UMNS) — An international
group of United Methodist leaders heard more
details on three possible models for how the church
ministers with LGBTQ individuals. Three participants
in the Commission on a Way Forward briefed four
denominational leadership bodies holding a joint
meeting in this western African country.
Read story http://tiny.cc/2yabry
Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS

Bishop Ciriaco Q. Francisco (left) presides over a meeting
of the United Methodist Committee on Central Conference
Matters in Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire. At right is the Rev.
Deanna Stickley-Miner, West Ohio Conference..

Resources
12 Ways to Build Staff Morale
By Dan Reiland, Outreach Magazine

Why is it that some church teams stick together like brothers and sisters even through
adversity? Their attendance may be stuck, perhaps few baptisms are taking place and
the offerings remain under budget but the morale is still strong. They stay on mission,
press forward, and genuinely enjoy being with one another. Their morale is high.
Read more http://tiny.cc/4ti5qy

Leading Through Change Without Losing Your Soul
By Gabe Kolstad, Outreach Magazine

Leading change in the church can be terrifying. No amount of advice, pep talks or
planning can prepare you for the feeling that you’ve just jumped off a cliff. That’s because you know you’re trading safety and security for the dream of something bigger.
You’re trading something tangible for something possible. And the scary part is ... none
of it belongs to you. The weight of stewardship in these situations is staggering.
Read more http://tiny.cc/dt4ary

New UMCOR Sunday Video!
Natural disasters may destroy homes, communities and cities, but they do not destroy
the love of God. A new video highlights the
long term, vital work of hope and healing
accomplished by UMCOR, as well as the ways
that connectional giving allows the work to
be done at a moment’s notice. Share this
powerful video with your congregation as we
approach UMCOR Sunday on March 11.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

Apply Now for the 2018-19 Lewis Fellows Program
Lewis Center for Church Leadership is now receiving applications for the 2018-19 Lewis Fellows program that brings
together outstanding young clergy (under the age of 35) from a variety of denominational backgrounds for intensive
leadership development activities and sustained peer interaction. Support for this program is provided by the Lilly
Endowment's Transition into Ministry initiative. Applications are due by April 13, 2018.

Learn more about the program, meeting dates, costs, and eligibility requirements. http://tiny.cc/u24ary

Vacation Bible School Materials
Mt. Cory/Pleasant View Charge has Vacation Bible School materials from two summers available free of charge to any
church that needs/wants them. One is Sonquest Rainforest, and the other is Adventures on Promise Island. Material
includes the kits, some of the posters and scenery, music DVD's, teacher manuals, and even some of the materials for
crafts are available with the kits. They were each used once. Anyone interested can call 419.302.9641 for more
information.
Room available for Annual Conference at Lakeside
1 room (2 twin beds) is available for rent during the West Ohio Annual Conference at Lakeside. The cottage is located
behind Hoover Auditorium. For more information please phone Bev Barnett, 419.298.2772.
West Ohio Conference looking to hire new Controller
Do you value collaboration and a commitment to a work much greater than yourself? Do you value others and enjoy
celebrating success together? Have you had an extensive financial and accounting education backed by years of increasing responsibility in a non-profit organization? If I have described you so far, please read on, because The West Ohio
Conference has a great new opportunity available. We are currently searching for a Controller to join our dynamic
treasury team. This position will be responsible for preparation of the monthly reporting package and annual financial
statements for a multi-entity organization. For a complete overview of the knowledge, skills and abilities needed to be
successful, please review the job description. The West Ohio Conference offers a competitive salary plus a comprehensive benefits package including health and dental benefits, vision care, life and disability insurance, generous retirement
match, paid vacations and holidays, all in a Christ-centered environment. For confidential consideration, please email
resume, application, and letter of interest to Mike Kremnitzer, Director of HR, at mkremnitzer@wocumc.org
Choir Robes
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to a church that can
use of them. For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252.
Westside UMC is currently seeking applicants for Church Secretary
Please download the job description at https://www.facebook.com/groups/31304830925/files/.
If interested, please submit your resume with cover letter to: Westside United Methodist Church, Attn: Rev. Joshua
Andrews, 604 Gloria Dr., Lima, OH 45805.

Family Ministry Director
Ada First United Methodist Church is seeking a Family Ministry Director. The desired applicant will be a mature,
passionate leader who can work with our family ministry team to cast a long-term vision for a Christ-centered, family
driven, church supported ministry with children, youth and families. Our hope is to find someone with a desire to reach
out in our community to build relationships, encourage intergenerational connections, and equip and empower families
to be the primary agents of spiritual formation in the lives of their children and teens. This is a part-time position with
hopes of moving toward full-time in the next 1-2 years.
A full job description can be found on our website at http://adaumc.org/orchard/Media/FamilyMinistryDirector.pdf
Interested parties must submit a letter of interest, resume, and three references by February 23, 2018 to Rev. Brandi
Rigsby, Ada First UMC, 301 N. Main St., Ada, OH 45810 or email to: Rigsby@adaumc.org.

Do you have news or something interesting to share? Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly
Bulletin e-mail list? Contact Deb via e-mail deblee@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.
When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below:
Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org
Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org
Debra Lee, Office Administrator: deblee@wocumc.org
Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org

