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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 
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Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    February 11, 2019 

 

Dialogue with the DS 
 
 

Barry would like to get together with the different NWP counties after General 
Conference to have casual Q&A sessions.  All clergy and laity are invited to 
come and have a group discussion. This is an open invitation and very informal 
and is not mandatory.  Below you will find the grouped counties/church loca-
tion and times that these sessions will take place.  If you are unable to make the 
location close to you—you are more than welcome to attend wherever and 
whatever works best for your schedule.   
 
Paulding/Williams/Defiance County 
Hosting church: Defiance St. Paul’s, 400 Wayne Ave., Defiance, 43512 
Date/Time: March 3, 2019 at 3:00-4:30 pm 
 
Van Wert/Mercer Counties 
Hosting church: Rockford, 202 S. Franklin, Rockford 45882 
Date/Time: March 3, 2019 at 6:30-8:00 pm 
 
Putnam/Hancock Counties 
Hosting church: Journey At Christ, 225 W. Bigelow Ave., Findlay 45840 
Date/Time: March 10, 2019 6:30-8:00 pm 
 
Allen/Auglaize Counties 
Hosting church: Cridersville, 105 Shawnee Rd., Cridersville, 45806 
Date/Time: March 17, 2019 3:00-4:30 pm 
 
Hardin/Wyandot Counties 
Hosting church: Forest, 111 E. Dixon St., Forest 45843 
Date/Time: March 17, 2019 6:30-8:00 pm 

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc


Don’t forget to   . . . 
 
• Complete Year-end reports by February 9 
• Sign-up for District Leadership Day—February 23rd 
• Return Fund Balance Sheet to District Office by March 1 
• Mark your calendar for  Clergy/Laity Spiritual Retreat—April 22-23 
• Sign-up for  Henderson Settlement  - May 5 thru– May 11 
• Mark your calendar for  Annual Conference June 2– June 6 
• Contact us if you are interested in being an At-Large Member for  

Annual Conference 

Save-the-date! 
 

Clergy/Laity Spiritual Retreat 
Date: April 22-23, 2019 

Presenter: Sister Kathleen Flood OP 
 

More information coming soon! 
 

2019 Annual Conference 

 
Sunday, June 2 - Thursday, June 6, 2019 

Hoover Auditorium at Lakeside Chautauqua 

Registration begins March 1, 2019 at 10:00 am  
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Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and re-
member in thanksgiving the life and ministry of: 

 
Doris Wilcher who died Monday, January 28, 2019. She married Rev. G William Wilcher who was a retired 
pastor from The West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. He served appointments at Richwood 
Central, Delta, Marysville, Zanesville Grace, Dayton South Park, Zanesville District and Chillicothe Walnut 
Street.  
Preceding her in death were her husband; son, Paul David Wilcher, Sr.; brother, Edwin O'Dell; sister, Janet 
Wiley and son-in-law, David Guldin. Surviving are children, Nancy Guldin Sanford (Dale) and Robert William 
Wilcher; grandchildren, Paul Wilcher, Jr. (Noelle), Robert Wilcher (Lisa), Carolyn Burke, (John), Susan Fisch-
er (Brad), Meredith Guerrera (Andy) and Scott Guldin, (Angela) and several great-grandchildren. 
Her memorial services will be Sunday, March 3, 2:00 pm at Wesley Ridge, Kimes Chapel, 2225 Taylor Park 
Drive, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068.  
 
 
Rev. David Howell who died Thursday, February 7, 2019. Though retired from The West Ohio Conference of 
The United Methodist Church he was serving Kossuth Zion UMC and Elida Zion UMC at the time of his death. 
Prior to his retirement he served appointments at Nelsonville Parish and Delphos Trinity churches.  
 
He was preceded in death by his father and a brother, Rick Howell.  His mother survives in Spencerville. He 
married Pamela Mohney –she survives in Delphos. He is also survived by a daughter, Alison (Charlie Dearing) 
Clark of Delphos; a grandson, Blake, of Delphos; a sister, Vickie Howell of Spencerville; one niece and one 
nephew; and a very special great niece, Rosie of Spencerville, also a brother, Rick Howell.  Funeral services 
were held on Monday, February 11, 2019 at Trinity United Methodist Church in Delphos. Burial followed in 
Spencerville Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to the donor’s choice.  

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not 
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 
come. John 16:13, NIV 
Dear Father in heaven, grant your Spirit to us, your children. May something from 
you be revealed on earth so that divine strength and divine truth, not what is only hu-
man, are with us in all we do. Keep courage alive in our hearts even when things look 
dark. May powers of peace and healing be revealed through us because you are near 
and your kingdom is all around us. You can do all things, also things beyond our un-
derstanding. With your help we do what we are able, but we cannot do what you do. 
We trust in you, and we believe that through your power and your Spirit you will take 

possession of our whole lives and the lives of the many who sigh in their hearts for absolute truth. 
Amen. 

UPDATES 
 
Mileage 
• IRS 2019 Mileage Reimbursement rate is $.58/mile. 

2019 Fund Balance Sheets 
• The Annual Fund Balance Report form was mailed along with the 2019 District Apportionment State-

ments.  Deadline to be returned to the District Office is March 1, 2019 
Year-end Reports 
• Year-end reports are due no later than February 9, 2019.  If you have any questions contact Jack Frost 

at 614-844-6200, ext 219 or at jfrost@wocumc.org. 

At-Large 
• Anyone interested in being an At-Large Member (Adults/Young or Youth) to the 2019 West Ohio An-

nual Conference scheduled for June 2-6, please contact the District Office at 419-523-9901 or email us 
at nwplains@wocumc.org.  
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https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-development-day-2018


Save the 

date! 
 

December 3 

News from around the Connection 
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From the desk of Donnetta Peaks  . . .  
 
 
 
 
West Ohio,  
 
It is with great pleasure that we announce the opening of the Next Generation Leadership Ministry Intern Application 
process. Since its inception, the Next Generations Leadership Ministry Interns have been able to discern calls to Minis-
try and Service in a variety of ways. The pay for the Internship is $4600.00 during the summer, starting May 20 and 
ending July 29 . Internship placements are with engaging local churches throughout the West Ohio Conference and in-
clude trips to local Ohio Seminaries as well as in the Mid-Western part of the United States. Applicants must be col-
lege students who are available for the duration of the Internship. Please encourage students who have expressed a 
desire to explore a call to ministry and/or service to apply at www.westohioumc.org. The Application Deadline is 
March 6, 2019. For questions, please email Rev. Donnetta Peaks,dpeaks@wocumc.org or call 614-844-6200, 314.  
 
Next Generation Leadership Ministry – Mentor and Host Church Application  
 
The Next Generation Leadership Ministry Program is now taking applications for Mentors/Host Churches for the sum-
mer of 2019. For clergy and congregations with a passion for developing young leaders, this is a great opportunity to 
mentor a young person who has a desire to serve in the church and explore a call to ministry. The applications are lo-
cated online at https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/2019-next-generation-leadership-mentor-host-churches. For 
questions, please contact Rev. Donnetta Peaks, dpeaks@wocumc.org or call614-844-6200, 314.  

 
Job Opening – Intern Coordinator  
The Next Generation Leadership Ministry Intern Program is now taking applications for an Intern Coordinator. This 
position is full-time, May 13-August 3 with the potential to be part-time August through May 2020. Interested persons 
should submit a Resume with a cover letter to Rev. Donnetta Peaks, dpeaks@wocumc.org. Please click here for the 
Job Description.  https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/page/2019-ngl-intern-
coordinator-job-description_1.pdf 

(Run thru March 6) 

Rev. Donnetta Peaks  
Director of Clergy Recruitment, Candidacy, and Licensing 

http://www.westohioumc.org
mailto:dpeaks@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/2019-next-generation-leadership-mentor-host-churches
mailto:dpeaks@wocumc.org
mailto:dpeaks@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/page/2019-ngl-intern-coordinator-job-description_1.pdf
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/page/2019-ngl-intern-coordinator-job-description_1.pdf


News from around the Connection 

Page 7                                                  NWP Weekly Bulletin       February 11, 2019 

From the desk of Donnetta Peaks  . . .  
 
This spring, please plan to join the Deacons of the West Ohio Conference for the 2019 Deacon Formation Event and 
Order of Deacons' Gathering.  
 
All Deacons in any status, Provisional, Ordained, Retired, and Exploring in West Ohio and throughout the Connec-
tion are welcomed to participate. This event will meet the Book of Discipline requirement for a Deacon Formation 
Event. Please note that in order for this event to count as a formation event toward ordination as a full member dea-
con, participants must attend both Friday night and all day Saturday. Our featured presenters are Bishop Gregory 
Palmer, Presiding Bishop for West Ohio and Rev. Michelle Foster, a Deacon from the Western North Carolina Con-
ference who specializes in Self Care and Healthy Boundaries Training. Providing leadership to the work of a Deacon 
and updates on how Deacons will move forward are Rev. Rachel Miller, Chair of the Division of Deacons and Rev. 
Benji Sayre, Chair of the Order of Deacons. 
To register, https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2019-deacon-formation-event-order-deacons-gathering 

(Run thru March 30) 

Rev. Donnetta Peaks  
Director of Clergy Recruitment, Candidacy, and Licensing 

The Creative Worship Workshop 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2019-deacon-formation-event-order-deacons-gathering


Clergy Gatherings  
(February Schedule) 

County                                 Time               February       Location 

Allen Luncheon  11:30am 7     Old Barn Out Back, Lima  

Auglaize Breakfast   8:30am 12     RJ’s Coffey Cup, Wapakoneta 

Defiance Luncheon 11:30am 13     Sherwood UMC, Sherwood  

Hancock Breakfast   8:30am 7     Scrambler Marie’s, Findlay 

Hardin Breakfast   9:00am     18     Table One, Kenton 

Mercer Luncheon 11:30am      12     Orchard Tree, Celina 

Paulding Luncheon 11:30am  11     Fiesta Habaneros, Paulding 

Putnam Breakfast   8:30am 14     Henry’s Restaurant, Ottawa 

Van Wert Breakfast          8:30am 11     Van Wert Hospital Cafeteria  

Williams Breakfast   8:30am 13     Four Seasons, Bryan 

Wyandot Luncheon 11:30 am 18     East of Chicago Pizza, Upper Sandusky 

 

Note: Retired pastors are welcome to attend! 
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Clergy Gatherings  
(March Schedule) 

County                                 Time               March       Location 

Allen Luncheon  11:30am 6     Old Barn Out Back, Lima  

Auglaize Breakfast   8:30am 7     RJ’s Coffey Cup, Wapakoneta 

Defiance Luncheon 11:30am 18     Sherwood UMC, Sherwood  

Hancock Breakfast   8:30am 6     Scrambler Marie’s, Findlay 

Hardin Breakfast   9:00am     20     Table One, Kenton 

Mercer Luncheon 11:30am      7     Orchard Tree, Celina 

Paulding Luncheon 11:30am  25     Fiesta Habaneros, Paulding 

Putnam Breakfast   8:30am 28     Henry’s Restaurant, Ottawa 

Van Wert Breakfast          8:30am 25     Van Wert Hospital Cafeteria  

Williams Breakfast   8:30am 18     Four Seasons, Bryan 

Wyandot Luncheon 11:30 am 20     East of Chicago Pizza, Upper Sandusky 

 

Note: Retired pastors are welcome to attend! 



BY GEORGE! Campaign 
This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the Northwest Plains 
District to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospi-
tal in Haiti. This hospital that has served countless numbers of chil-
dren and their families over the years has been devastated by the 
earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate need of help. So, we 
are inviting you to be part of a special campaign.  
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give just $1 per 
week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic amount of financial help, 
but also hope that they are not alone. The money will be collected at the District Office 
and sent on to Haiti. There will be much more information coming in the form of vide-
os, pamphlets, etc. But we invite you now to begin praying about your congregation 
being a part of this effort. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, 
this is one way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can apart. 
Watch for more information to come! 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congre-
gations and in turn multiply the number of people who are choosing to live 
in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan 
way, passionately and respectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context 

and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in 
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. George Cooper/
gcooper@wocumc.org, Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/
snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

Summer Impact 2019 
 
Are you a youth group, women's group, men's group, young adult group, or an 
otherwise eclectically congregating group of individuals with a desire to serve 
and give back this summer? 
 
Your group is invited to come and serve for a week (Sunday - Friday) alongside 

ministries in Cincinnati participating in building projects, day camps, delivering furniture, communing with those 
who are experiencing homelessness and sickness, and more.  
 
The heart behind Summer Impact is transformation through serving experiences, meaningful interactions, and 
individual/group reflection time in order to see the work that God is already doing and calling us to partner in 
that Kingdom work. The hope is that teams will return home with a renewed energy and sense of where God is 
leading them to serve throughout the year. 
 
To find out more information about what your week will look like, cost ($190/person if registered by the end of 
2018), and to register please visit: http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact/ 
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March 
17

 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

•    
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com.  

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant 

lay leadership development programs already availa-

ble within the United Methodist connection. 

Through this system of equipping and empowering, 

lay servants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other 

disciples  
 

Register TODAY 

 

“Lead and Worship (CORE Course)”, will 

be offered Saturday, April 6, 2019 . Led by 

Rev. Dwight Bowers. 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trin-

ity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM 

deadline for registration is March 28. If we do 

not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be 

held. Register on the Northwest Plains district 

website or call the office @ 419-523-9901. 

 

“Dealing with Grief (Advanced Course)”, 

will be offered Saturday, April 6, 2019.  Led 

by: Elaine Sturtz  8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity 

UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM 

deadline for registration is March 28. If we do 

not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be 

held. Register on the Northwest Plains district 

website or call the office @ 419-523-9901. 

 

"Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry 

(Basic) Part 1 & 2" led by Rev. Vernagaye  

Sullivan/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be 

offered on Friday, April 12 (Part 1) begin-

ning at 7:00 am Saturday, April 13 (Part 2), 

8:30am-4:00 pm, at Wesley UMC in Bryan, 

OH (903 Center St., Bryan, OH 43506). The 

FIRM deadline for registration is April 4. If we 

do not receive 10 registrations, the class will 

not be held.  Register on the Northwest Plains 

district website.  This offer is response to a re-

quest by the northwestern part of the District.  

You will have a shorter drive time and you can 

stay overnight making only one trip neces-

sary—you are responsible for your own accom-

modations. 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or 

someone you know, would be interested in 

participating, please register when the time 

is open to do so! 

 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

 
 

 
 

"Spiritual Gifts (CORE course)”,  will be offered 

Saturday, March 2, 2019.  More information to 

come at a later date. 

 

“Conflict Management (Advanced course)" , 

will be offered Saturday, March 2, 2019.  More 

information to come at a later date 
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Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

Women's Walks  Dates 

#106   February 7-10, 2019 

#107   June 13-16, 2019 

#108   October 10-13, 2019  

 

Men's Walks  Dates 

#80   March 14-17, 2019 

#81   November 7-10, 2019 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

Women’s Walks  Dates 

TBD 

 

Men’s Walks  Dates 

Men’s Walk #72  November 1-4, 2018 

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 
 

Women’s Walks  Dates 

   March 28-31, 2019  

   September 19-22, 2019  

 

Men’s Walk   Dates   
   February 21-24, 2019  

   August 22-25, 2019   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work.  
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls 
#51--January 25-27, 2019 
#52--July 12-14, 2019 
 

Boys  

#51--February 22-24, 2019 
#52--July 26-28, 2019 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

Girls -June 22-24, 2018 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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Local Church and Community Events 

First United Methodist Church 
113 W Central Avenue,  
Van Wert, OH 
419/238-0631  x302 
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Community Meal PSA 

   
The Pandora United Methodist Church will be hosting a FREE Community Meal on Wed Feb 27th from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. in the church 
fellowship hall, 108 E. Washington Street, Pandora.  The meal this month is provided by Hilty Memorial Home. Menu is Fried chicken, 
parsley potatoes, California blend vegetables, dinner roll, assorted cupcakes, and beverage.. 

The Limits of Love Discussed at Lifetree Café 
 
Romantic proposals and what people will do for love will be explored at Lifetree Café on February 13 from 6:30-7:30pm.   
 
The program, titled “What Would You Do for Love? One Guy’s Outrageous, Risk-It-All Adventure to Get the Girl,” includes a film 
featuring Ryan Leak, whose girlfriend, Amanda Roman, once said she wanted to get engaged and married on the same day. So 
Ryan secretly invited 100 of their friends and family to fly to Miami to witness their wedding - before he’d proposed.  
 
The only flight into Miami that was delayed was Amanda’s flight. “She had no idea she was getting married the next day,” said 
Ryan who struggled to stay calm while keeping his secret.   
 
Admission to the 60-minute event is free. Lifetree Café is located at the Bachwell Center, 116 N. Washington Street, Van Wert, 
OH. Please enter on Court Street and park behind the Courthouse.  
 
Lifetree Café is a place where people gather for conversation about life and faith in a casual, comfortable setting. Questions 
about Lifetree may be directed to First United Methodist Church at 419/238-0631 or firstchurch@wcoil.com 
 
Topic for February 20 – “We’re Not Alone? The search for intelligent life on other planets.” 

Grief Seminar/Workshop 

  
Seminar for those grieving the loss of a loved one, for those who want to provide support in times of grief and loss and for anyone who has ever 
experienced grief and loss. 
  
Topics 
Emotions of grief, living in the midst of grief, coping skills, a new reality, dealing with anniversaries and holidays, loneliness, hope, complicated 
grief, heaven, the season of grief, faces, language of grief, living in the different and more. 
  
Local Churches or Groups 
Provide this grief seminar within your church, cluster of churches or organization 
  
Leadership 
Rev. Elaine J. Clinger Sturtz – United Methodist Elder in the West Ohio Conference, Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor (LPCC), Former 
Hospice Chaplain/Bereavement Care Coordinator, Author of 3 Devotional Books, Grief Book – Living In The Different.  Her 5th book – Life Les-
sons of a Lone Trooper shares the stories and legacy of her husband and the fruit of his labor. 
  
Cost 
Honorarium plus permission to have books available for purchase 
  
Time 
Available weekdays and weekends – what works best for your church schedule 
Actual seminar time can vary in length from 2 – 4 hours or whatever church would like to create 
  
Contact Information 
Rev. Elaine J. Clinger Sturtz 
            Cell phone – 614-406-9544 
            Email – ejsturtz7@gmail.com 
  
Other Topics for Seminars/Classes 
Leaving a Legacy, Mental Health 101 – Dealing with Anxiety and Depression 

mailto:firstchurch@wcoil.com
mailto:ejsturtz7@gmail.com
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Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  Donating.  
Really good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   

 

Choir Robes 
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to a 
church that can use of them.  For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252. 
 

 
Vacation Bible School Materials 

Mt. Cory/Pleasant View Charge has Vacation Bible School materials from two summers available free of 
charge to any church that needs/wants them—still available is Sonquest Rainforest.  Material includes 
the kits, some of the posters and scenery, music DVD's, teacher manuals, and some of the materials for 
crafts are available with the kits.  They were each used once.  Anyone interested can call 419.302.9641 
for more  information.   
 
 

Choir Robes 
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to a 
church that can use of them.  For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252. 
 
Choir Sheet Music 
St. Mark's UMC in Lima, has choir sheet music available for you to go through. You are welcome to call 
and make an appointment to look - just call 419-222-3601. They are free for the taking, but donations 
would be accepted.  
 

TV Stand for Sale 
We have recently wall-mounted our media and have 1 TV stand available for $25.00 to the first interest-

ed purchaser. Please phone 419/238-0631   x302 for more information. Sherri Arn/Van Wert First United 

Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Vacation Bible School Materials 

 

Looking for Rolling River Rampage VBS to be able to use this summer. If you have and would want 
to sell or share, please contact Nora Davis at St. Mark's UMC Lima 419-222-3601 
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 Family Ministry Director 
Ada First United Methodist Church 

301 N. Main St. Ada, Ohio 45810 
 

 
Ministry Scope 
The Family Ministry Director will be instrumental in the vision casting, planning and leading of children and youth ministries. He or she will advocate for and 
implement intergeneration ministry within the life of our church. The Family Ministry Director will help build and administer a Christ–centered, family driven, 
church supported ministry for children, youth and families.  
Focus will be given to reaching out to and building relationships with families in our community, nurturing spiritual growth and meaningful connections among 
all age groups, and empowering families to be the primary agents of spiritual formation in the lives of children and youth.  The Family Ministry Director will 
collaborate with those who currently serve in our children and youth ministries to invite and empower servant leaders, create and implement Safe Sanctuary best 
practices, as well as helping our children, youth, families and volunteers to grow in their walk with Jesus and to become his disciples called to serve in the world.  
 
Characteristics and Qualifications 

• A personal commitment to growing as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Attend worship at Ada First UMC regularly and seek opportunities for growth through 

participation in a small group, Bible study, and service opportunities. 

• Ability to build meaningful relationships with children, youth, families. Building relationships with all members of the church, across generations, is also 

important. 

• Growing Wesleyan theological training, understanding and/or experience as it relates to ministry and/or children's education. All ministry must be carried 

out in accordance with United Methodist doctrine and guidelines. 

• Confidentiality must be maintained at all times barring a threat of personal harm or violence against another. 

• Bachelor’s Degree completed or in progress in children’s or youth ministry, education, or other related field. 

• Must pass background check and be trained in Safe Sanctuary policy and procedure 

At least 2 years of experience working with youth and children, preferably in a church or related environment. 
 
Ministry Results 
To include but not limited to… 

• Oversee and work with current Children, Youth and Family leaders, including attending/leading staff meetings and implementation of activities and events 

for children, youth and families. Plan and coordinate yearly Vacation Bible School or similar program with laity and staff. 
Invite, train and empower lay volunteers to serve in a variety of ways with children, youth, and families. 

• Communicate and listen to parents in order to develop the best spiritual paths for the children and youth of the church. 

• Work with children’s ministry team to implement best practices for teaching and leading Sunday School and junior church curriculum. 

• Assist family ministry team in developing and implementing a scope and sequence plan for nursery age through 12th grade. 

• Serve as the mentor and supervisor for college interns working with children and youth. 

• Update, track and train Safe Sanctuary compliance standards. 

• Build meaningful partnerships with the local school, Ohio Northern University, library, ReStore and other community groups. 

• Attend staff meetings. 
Serve as the Children, Youth and Family Ministry representative on the Administrative Council. 
 
Salary and Benefits 

• Part-time salary Position (with the possibility of moving toward full-time as the ministries and church grow). 

• Salary is $20,000/year plus $1,200 for continuing education (i.e. books, conferences, training events) and mileage reimbursement. 

• Flexible schedule, 20-24 hours expected per week, at least 2 hours in office during the week, and Sunday requirements. 

• Family Ministry Director reports to the Pastor and SPRC committee. 

• Vacation time – 2 weeks paid vacation (including 2 Sunday per calendar year) 

Sick time –  since this is part-time salary position, sick days will not be paid but can be made up or taken as compensation time. 
 

Who we are 
Ada First UMC is a growing and forward thinking congregation. We worship, on average, 150 people on a Sunday morning, with about 30 of those being chil-
dren and 15 being youth. We are located in a college town (Ohio Northern University). Our members and regular attenders are diverse in background, age, and 
socioeconomic status (including a number of university faculty, staff, and students). Affordable housing, family friendly neighborhoods and strong partnerships 
between the community, university, and church are a strong draw to Ada. We pride ourselves on being an intergenerational congregation with recent growth 
among young families, children and youth. In 2012, our building caught fire and burned. After several years of rebuilding, the current building was completed 
and paid in full. This church family has overcome many obstacles and is now seeking to continue Christ’s work by reaching into our community, building rela-
tionships, meeting needs, and empowering individuals and families to live out their call to be disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world.  
 
To Apply 
Please send resume and references to Rev. Brandi Rigsby at Ada First UMC 301 N. Main St. Ada, OH 45810 or rigsby@adaumc.org by March 1, 2019. Ques-
tions may also be directed to Rev. Brandi Rigsby.  

mailto:rigsby@adaumc.org


 
 

Pray for our General Conference in 
February 

(Continued) 

  

St. Andrew's UMC in Findlay, Ohio has 125 wood/metal folding 
chairs to give away. You can take all or some of them. Also, we 
still have 49 cream color chair cushions left. Give us a call at 
419-422-4845 if you are interested.  
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Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 

Paperless Compass Newsletter 

The Northwest Plains District is starting to transition to paperless Compass 

Newsletters. If you would like a paper copy of the Compass Newsletter, 

please email nwplains@WOCUMC.org. 
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http://folio.umc.org/GCFA---3122018_LP---GCFA-Insurance---3122018.html
http://tiny.cc/hf6sry
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/nominations-and-leader-development
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http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/finance-committee2
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