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THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
800.589.7828 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 21, 2020 

 
 

Laity Discernment Retreats 

 

Tuesday, January 12, 2021 
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

 
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that call or what to 
do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we 
will talk about call, discernment and what it means to be "called by our baptism." We 
will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discernment and we 
will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will also discuss 
the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in our communities. 
 
Each virtual retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6 weeks 
later by a two-hour ZOOM debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be 
opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you to a 
better understanding of your own call. 
 
"I would recommend a Laity Discernment Retreat to someone who is searching or has 
questions about how they can serve their community or their church. It can help guide 
them through the process, provide resources and help provide a sense of peace about 
what they can be doing right now."  
-Twila Boyd, 2019 participant 
 

This is a great way to partake of this during this time because there is no travel in-
volved.  Contact Kim LaRue if you have any questions, kimlarue@powellumc.org.  
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment 

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc
mailto:kimlarue@powellumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment


Page 2                                                         NWP Weekly Bulletin       December 21, 2020 

He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic 
Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." We ourselves heard this 
voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 2 Peter 1:17–18, 
NIV 
Lord Jesus Christ, to you we may lift our eyes, for you have broken free from our world of 
death and live in the glory of life, and you offer your life to us on earth. Let the power of your life 
be revealed today in us and in many others who want to celebrate Christmas. Send your Spirit to 
move our hearts so that we hear, see, experience, and understand what you and your gift of eter-
nal life truly mean for us. So watch over us in these days and strengthen us in faith. Shed the light 
of your grace over us and within us. Protect us as your disciples. Lead us into communion with 
our Father in heaven and into community with you, O Jesus Christ, for all eternity. Amen. 

Reminder: Update Your Website with  

Worship Service Information 

 
In the current environment we know that things can change very quickly. Please make sure you update 
your website/Facebook page with current service information so that both members and visitors can ac-
cess your worship services.  

Attention Treasurers and Finance Team Members: 

The Apportionment Statement and Payment Process is Changing Effective 
1/1/2021  

 

You will receive one statement containing BOTH District and Conference Apportionments – listed as sepa-
rate amounts. You will issue one check payable to West Ohio Conference. The Conference will transfer the 
District's share to their account regularly. It is especially important to include a copy of the Statement with 
your payment indicating how your payment should be applied between District and Conference Apportion-
ments. Any questions, contact the District office.  

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

January 8, 2021 Last Day to Receive 2020 Apportionments 

February 26, 2021 Year End Statistical Reports Due  

Bureau of Workers’ Compensation Request for W-9’s 
 

The BWC has sent emails requesting updated W-9's from our churches because of the large rebates/dividends that they are sending out. 
Despite our non-taxable status, churches need to complete the W-9. On the form on line 3, choose “Other” and write in "Non-profit - 
Religious." Be sure to include your BWC policy number on line 7, where it requests your account number.  And finally, make sure you are 
using the form in the link from the BWC and not an older version. 



Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanks-
giving the life and ministry of: 
 
 
Beverly Webb who died Tuesday, December 15, 2020. She was married to the late Rev. Robert E. 
Webb who was a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. 
 
A visitation will be held Monday, December 21, 2020 at Hodapp Funeral Home, 8815 Cincinnati Colum-
bus Road (Rt 42), West Chester, Ohio 45069 from 10:00 am until the time of her funeral service at 11:00 
am. 
 
You may make a memorial donation to Wesley Chapel Mission Center, PO Box 141031, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45250.   
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Dear Faith Community Partners, 
 
As we go through another surge of COVID cases, we know that you 
have seen coverage in the media about stress on healthcare work-
ers. OhioHealth is providing many resources to help with the resilien-
cy of our staff. But this is hard. And we are also asking faith commu-
nities for encouragement. We know that you are holding healthcare 
workers in your thoughts and prayers. And we are wondering if you’d 
like to provide some other concrete signs of support. So we are ask-
ing faith communities to write notes of encouragement for staff. Here 
are some tips: 
  
• These notes are just for encouragement—we just want a lot of good positive energy for staff 
• They can be very short; even just a kind word helps 
• If you like, the note can be specific about what you appreciate—(“thanks for sacrificing for us”; “thanks for 

your kindness”; “wishing you patience”)…. Any of these is great! 
• Notes can be from any age group… from children to elders, all support is appreciated! Crayons, stickers, 

etc. are welcome! 
 
The most efficient way to send them is for faith communities to gather them and then send them in a pack-
age to the Pastoral Care Department.  

Help OhioHealth Support our Healthcare Workers  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FHodapp%2BFuneral%2BHome%2F%4039.32574%2C-84.359142%2C15z%2Fdata%3D!4m5!3m4!1s0x0%3A0xa6e8a52ca14eb2c1!8m2!3d39.32574!4d-84.359142&data=04%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FHodapp%2BFuneral%2BHome%2F%4039.32574%2C-84.359142%2C15z%2Fdata%3D!4m5!3m4!1s0x0%3A0xa6e8a52ca14eb2c1!8m2!3d39.32574!4d-84.359142&data=04%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wcmcotr.org%2Fdonate&data=04%7C01%7Clmoore%40wocumc.org%7Caafaae66253a42cc62d408d8a2d660fb%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637438388923220245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC


A Christmas Message from Bishop Palmer 
 
Grace to you and Peace. 
 
The passage which follows from the first chapter of Luke may be quite familiar to you. I hope so. But if not there is still time to 
make it so. Take a moment and read it again. I have no clue as to what words, characters or images stand out to you. For Mary I 
assume that this was a completely unexpected encounter and conversation. That is to say nothing of the enormity of the message 
that Gabriel is conveying to Mary. 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Jo-
seph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore, the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 
angel departed from her.  
 
What leaped out for me on my most recent reading are the closing words of the Angel Gabriel: “For nothing will be impossible with God.” The 
plain reading is clear. Namely “Nothing is impossible for God”. But I confess I did pause for a moment to hear the “with” differently than used 
here. I thought what if the “with“ was referencing our partnership with God to be the change? God knows we need change in a world where 

• Rampant loss of civility 

• Unfounded fear of the other 

• Utter disregard for processes that make things work 

• Egregious continued acts of violence against our common humanity especially people of color 

• Desecration of houses of worship reminiscent of the Jim Crow era 

• Unthinkable indignities in word and deed perpetrated against the personhood of women 

• Social and economic gaps that render some children unable to get out of the starting blocks 

I could go on, but I will not. You may be asking Why this? Why now? What has this to do with Christmas? So glad you asked. The world into 
which Jesus was born was not as different from our world as we might delude ourselves into believing. It was a world in which people need hope 
in the face of startling economic and social disparities and despicable abuses of power.  
 
But I am persuaded that God is always inviting us to join God by assuming our role as welcomed partners in the healing of this world. We are not 
free to sit idly by and cry in our milk. Especially if we have no intent or plan to do anything to help right the world. The incarnation of God has 
put it all on the line to bring humanity and the creation right. That is, a humanity and a creation exuding shalom, justice, righteousness, and 
peace. I know the work can feel overwhelming but take heart in this piece of Jewish Wisdom: “Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world’s 
grief. Do justly, now. Love mercy, now. Walk humbly now. You are not obligated to complete the work, but neither are you free to abandon it.”  
 
I normally call on Howard Thurman just after Christmas to remind us of who we need to be. But my friends we do not have a minute to spare. In 
reality the very first Christmas pageant is way, way in the rear-view mirror. What must command our attention even as we ready ourselves for 
virtual reenactments this year is the “work of Christmas”.  

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart. (Howard Thurman) Yours in Christ, 

 

+Gregory V. Palmer  
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Skilled, Adult Volunteers Needed for Dayton Rebuild 
 
Many of the repair and rebuilding needs of Dayton’s tornado survivors were put on hold when the pandemic 
hit. Now, skilled adult volunteers are needed for day-only work in Dayton (no overnights – teams drive in and 
out each day). Volunteers must follow specific protocols including no more than 10 people per work site 
(larger teams may be split between sites), maintaining 6 feet between volunteers, wearing masks, not sharing 
and/or disinfecting tools after use, self-assessing for fever or symptoms prior to arrival, and no volunteers 
who are immune compromised or have been exposed to the virus. If your team meets these criteria and you 
are interested in serving tornado survivors in Dayton, email mgrace@wocumc.org for more information. 

It's Almost W-2 Time! 

 
2020 W-2s are due to all employees by February 1, 2021.  Information to help with preparing IRS Form W-2 for 

clergy, which can be complicated, can be found on the Conference website.  Use the worksheet and exam-
ple here as a guide for preparing your pastor's W-2.  This sample spreadsheet and W-2 is just that, a sam-

ple.  Your fact set may include more or fewer items to report (for example, moving expenses which are now tax-

able if paid or reimbursed are not in the sample). 

 
Highlights for 2020 W-2's include: 

 
• Moving expenses paid by churches directly to moving companies or via reimbursement to clergy are taxable 

and must be reported as income and included in box 1 (see the moving expense section of IRS instructions 

completing W-2's here). 
• If your pastor received health insurance through the Conference Plan (Anthem) they received a contribution 

to their HSA account that should be reported.  Clergy on single plans received $500 in January and July 

2020 for a total of $1,000.  Clergy on Family-2 or Family-3 plans received $1,000 in January and July for a 

total of $2,000.  If two churches share in the cost of health insurance, adjust accordingly. 
• All full-time clergy and some ¾-time clergy receive a $50,000 death benefit through a conference plan.  This 

is in addition to $50,000 available through the denominational plan (CPP).  The cost of group life insurance 

over $50,000 is taxable. To calculate the amount  click here IRS Publication 15-B and go to page 14. Using 

your clergy’s age, take the corresponding cost and multiply by 50.  That is the monthly amount. Multiply by 

12 for the yearly total. This is letter “J” on the fact pattern example W-2.  

• Note:  If your pastor is not on the Conference health insurance plan and your church has not established its 

own qualified plan, direct payments to clergy to offset the cost of health insurance (for example on a spouse 

or other employer plan) are taxable income. 

The resources referenced here and on the conference website should answer most of your questions.  Howev-

er, contact your payroll provider, a CPA or tax preparer if you have technical questions. 

mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/year-end-w-2s
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/page/2020-clergy-example-w2_0.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iw2w3.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p15b.pdf
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Northwest Plains District is Available by Phone & Email 
 
The Northwest Plains District remains closed to visitors but the work 
of the staff continues. You should expect responses by telephone 
and email. Messages left in the general voicemail will be forwarded to 
staff the same day.  Thank you. 

Corona Virus Resources 
  
CAN Town Hall Resources 
Rev. Linda Middelberg and Rev. Karen Cook recently held Town Hall meetings in the district on returning to wor-
ship.Click here to see the resources and best practices that were shared during those meetings.   This information in-
cludes a sample congregational survey, proposed reopening plan template, social distancing seating capacity calcula-
tions, etc. 
  
Suggested Guidelines and Considerations for Returning to Worship 
To print or download these guidelines click here. 
  
Cokesbury Offers Worship Supplies including, masks, sanitizers, signage, etc. See more here. 
  
One Stop Corona Virus Resources kept UPDATED can be found here.  
  
CDC Guidance for Communities of Faith can be found here. 
 
State of Ohio Best Practices for Places of Worship can be found here 
   
Planning for Church Life After Covid-19 from UM Communications, read the article here. 
 
Worship Supplies  If you are not able to obtain single-serve communion cups and other worship supplies from Cokes-
bury, we have had luck with Concordia Supply,  https://www.concordiasupply.com/. 

DECEMBER 24, 2020 -JANUARY 1, 2021 

NWP District Office will be 
 

CLOSED 

Regular hours will resume 
January 4, 2021 

 
The NWP Staff wishes you all a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year! 

https://www.capitolareanorth.org/district/capitolareanorth/news/can-district-town-hall-meeting-resources
https://www.westohioumc.org/sites/default/files/conference/documents/pdf/news-item/return-public-church-guidelinesapril-30-2020.pdf
https://www.cokesbury.com/church-supplies-cleaning-safety-supplies?utm_source=cokesbury&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=supplies&utm_content=safety&bxid=MjYxMDQ4NDE1MTYxS0&spMailingID=5504086&spUserID=MjYxMDQ4NDE1MTYxS0&spJobID=1040339179&spReportId=MTA0MDMz
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/covid-19-coronavirus-resources
https://www.capitolareanorth.org/sites/default/files/district/capitolareanorth/documents/pdf/news-item/cdc-interim-guidance-communities-faith.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/Religious-Services.pdf
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/planning-for-church-life-after-covid19?utm_source=mycom&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=resourceumc&utm_content=06/09/20paidd
https://www.concordiasupply.com/
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IMPORTANT:  Counties in Ohio that are now at a  
RED Covid level  

 

Covid-19 cases in Ohio are increasing. You can view the county map here.  
 
If your county is Red, the pastor should work with their Health Department and Leadership team to determine 
the best solution for their congregation. We do not have a mandatory shut down until the county gets to Purple.   
 
In both Red and Orange counties, churches should be very strict on enforcement of the protocols of wearing masks, 
keeping social distance, providing as much air flow as possible, and keeping surfaces and hands sanitized.   

Special announcements regarding West Ohio Camps 
 

The spread of the coronavirus continues to challenge our West Ohio Camping directors and staff. In their on-
going effort to keep people safe, they have made the difficult decision to cancel the annual Winter Camps 
program which is usually held at all three camps. Family Camp rentals are still available at Otterbein and 
Wesley with a maximum of 10 people. Should families choose to participate they will be responsible for their 
own meals.  
 
2020 has been a difficult year for the West Ohio Camping Ministry. “We are deeply grateful for your continu-
ing prayer and financial support,” said Director Ken Overholser. “This continues to be a challenging time and 
yet gives us opportunities to dream about what is possible for the future of West Ohio Camps,” he said. 
 
The 2021 West Ohio Camps Guide and registration details will be announced in January. The information will 
include safety and cleaning details which are already in place. If you would like more information about these 
guidelines and safety precautions, they can be found at: www.westohiocamps.  

So many of us have been struggling this holiday season, either with 
the strange world of Covid, or the loss of a loved one, an illness, or 
any other reality that is pressing and making us feel sad and empty 
inside. This service of comfort and healing with Rev. Katya Brodbeck 
from Powell UMC is designed to meet you where you are, create 
space for naming the burdens you carry, and bring comfort and light 
into your heart through scriptures, prayers, and comforting music.  
 
May you experience the gentle touch of the One who knows your 
heart and brings you peace. 

 
Watch the service here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibJCSWMrHIE  

 

A Service of Comfort and Healing  

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001EHavT5Yiu5OGj7khSA6H4m59lxZRBEDoCpjhbkotu3WYWEViJ5OZE9KGZcry4_Xv4dyJOukxFw7OnaTk5FFd_-hjbIdlrsihby4zpsWsC-mI_XN-CKVaYz1JWzVrRGSROyxUCwED21ILSuEi8D4TtLFEIf1bHlgP%26c
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001CsnyRB5q6cTyKa0hRyEsv8De3jNRx9vkutcmfV98vfnL7d_sQJ2-sTcH_AsOZsPi8In1M5HV9FkMB4gGOghU3I-r60emYJsRgxzg0WpZFWK2-eOjB8yoNQp2v6Wyw87KRm2YUbHs9gKfq_k6BRMfM9ZuVrJpDditm54h


It's Time to Apply for Paycheck Protection Plan  
Loan Forgiveness 

 

Most Small Business Administration (SBA) lenders and participants are now opening up their online portals for 
PPP borrowers to apply for loan forgiveness. Conference CFO, Bill Brownson, has this guidance for your 
church.  First, be in touch with your lender and follow their guidance; they’re the key to everything. Second, sub-
mit qualified expenses in excess of your loan amount, if possible. The lender may disqualify some expenses and if 
they do, you’ll want enough other expenses to maximize the amount of your loan that’s forgiven. Remember, 
there’s no guarantee all of your loan will be approved for forgiveness. Third, be patient. Millions of borrowers will 
be applying for forgiveness and the processing won’t happen overnight. It may take weeks to learn how much of 
your loan is forgiven. Until then, the funds you received remain a loan.   

Counting Attendance During Covid Season and Beyond 
 

Worship attendance, under normal circumstances, is recorded as the number 
of participants at regularly scheduled worship times. This includes Sundays 
and other days of the week when worship is practiced, as well as regular reli-
gious services. Children and youth ministries that feature sharing of the gos-
pel, praying and singing can be included if held on a regular basis – assuming 
participants are not already counted during the main worship service. All of 
these can be counted and added to your average worship attendance. Note 
that funerals and weddings are not regularly scheduled and should not be 
counted. 
 

Online worship is a bit different. How do we know if a Facebook viewer is on for 20 seconds or the entire ser-
vice? Facebook has metrics available to publishers and page editors with information such as total minutes 
viewed, peak viewers, unique viewers, 10-second views and average completion percentage. If possible, use 
these as they can help distinguish between actual worshippers and web surfers. 
 
Here are suggestions on ways to count worship attendance: 
2020 has 52 Sundays. Subtract the Sundays your church was closed due to COVID-19. Divide that number 
(i.e. 52-10 = 42 weeks) into your total worship attendance to get your 2020 average. 
 
If you offer online worship, try to get accurate counts for all weeks online worship was offered. Add those num-
bers to your regular worship attendance and divide by 52 weeks. The calculation for online worship should be 
the number of hits on your sermon times a 1.6 multiplier. The average is that for each hit, 1.6 people are 
watching. Also, add regular online or in-person Fresh Expression worship venues. 
 
The Breakthrough Goal reports are being updated, along with the church year-end report, so you can 
report worship in three categories: regular face-to-face live worship, online worship and Fresh Expression-type 
services. Record them separately and then total them for the required reports. 
 
Perhaps most importantly, if you are currently doing online worship, do not stop when the virus goes away! 
Thirty percent of Americans work on Sundays. They need opportunities to worship in alternative ways and to 
be invited into your worship.  
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Save the dates! 

 

January 30 and February 13, 2021 

 
Mark your calendars for two virtual church leadership training events.  
 
 
The first event, Resisting Injustice: Leading through Divided Times, will 
be held on Saturday, January 30th, 2021.  
 
The second event, Moving Forward: Creating a Nimble Church is sched-
uled for Saturday, February 13th, 2021. This event will feature workshop 
tracks focused on small churches and on medium-sized/larger churches.  
 

The Rev. Dr. F. Douglas Powe, Jr. will be the keynote speaker at both events. Dr. Powe is the Director of the Lewis 
Center for Church Leadership. An ordained elder in the Baltimore/Washington Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, he is committed to helping urban congregations and congregations in transitional areas to flour-
ish through community partnering. His research interest are church revitalization, urban theology and Methodist 
theology.  

Announcing Two Virtual Leadership Training Events  

First UM Church announces on-line Christmas Eve Services 
 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Christmas Eve services at First United Meth-
odist Church in Van Wert will be held on-line only.  There will be two ser-
vices available for viewing on Christmas Eve night.  A family Christmas Eve 
service will be at 5:00 pm which features families reading the Christmas story 
along with family members providing Christmas music on piano, guitar and 
singing, as well as many other surprises!  This is a special service being pro-
duced professionally in advance and then aired at 5:00 pm.   
 
The traditional candle-light service will be produced in advance and aired at 
10:00 pm.  It is entitled, “The Songs of Bethlehem” and is a compilation of 
Lessons & Carols created by K. Lee Scott.  Pastor Chris Farmer and Demond 
Johnson will be reading scripture surrounding the Christmas story, inter-

spersed with music of all kinds and styles.  A vocal octet of skilled singers, organist, keyboardist (harp), flautist, and 
brass ensemble will provide the music which includes beautiful original compositions as well as traditional Christmas 
Carols.  The service has been designed and coordinated by Paul Hoverman, Chancel Choir Director and Director of First 
Impressions and Worship Arts. 
 
First United Methodist Church regrets that it cannot hold the services in person as has been a tradition on Christmas Eve 
for many years but is excited to share these wonderful services to everyone via digital format.  It will be easy for you to 
find the services on-line.  Just log onto vanwertfirst.net and click on the movie camera found on the home page.  Then 
click on the service you wish to watch.  They will be available on-line beginning at 5:00 pm and 10:00 pm. 
 
We look forward to sharing the Good News of our Savior’s Birth with you this Christmas Eve, unmasked in the comfort 
of your own home.  First United Methodist Church looks forward to sharing with you on-line this Christmas Eve as we 
celebrate Christmas with you in a new way in 2020! 



 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant 

lay leadership development programs already availa-

ble within the United Methodist connection. Through 

this system of equipping and empowering, lay serv-

ants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other 

disciples  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW CLASSES 

COMING IN THE 

SPRING OF 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you 

know, would be interested in participating, please reg-

ister when the time is open to do so! 

 

 

 

 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Linda Hoover is responsible for the south-
ern part of NWP District including Allen, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and 
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
 

• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at     
lzuvers@gmail.com 
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Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

 

Women's Walks /Dates 

 

October 8 – 11, 2020—CANCELLED 

  

 

Men's Walks/Dates 

November 5 – 8, 2020—CANCELLED 

 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

#82 -  10/15/2020 - 10/18/2020—POSTPONED 

 2/18/2021—2/21/2021 
7/15/2021—7/18/2021  
10/07/2021-10/10/2021 

 

 

Men’s Walks/Dates 

#76 -  11/05/2020 - 11/08/2020  - POSTPONED 

3/18/2021—3/21/2021  
11/4/2021—11/7/2021  

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

Women’s Walks /Dates 

    

Men’s Walk/Dates   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work. 2020 events have been canceled. 

2021 are listed below. 
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls Flight #53 

Feb. 19,20,21, 2021  - CANCELLED 

Girls Flight #54 

July 30,31, Aug 1 2021 
 

Boys Flight #53 

March 5,6,7, 2021—CANCELLED 

Boys Flight #54 

July 9,10,11 2021 

 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 
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Local Church and Community Events 
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NUTS FOR SALE 
 

ST JOHN'S UNITED METHODIST WOMEN FROM COLUMBUS GROVE IS HAVING 
THEIR ANNUAL NUT SALES.  NUTS THAT WE HAVE ON HAD ASRE PECAN PIEC-
ES LARGE AND MEDIUM FOR 9.50 PER ONE POUND BAG, CASHEWS FOR 9.75 

ONE POUND BAG, MIXED NUTS FOR 9.25 IN ONE POUND BAGS, PECAN HALVES 
FOR 10.00 ONE POUND BAGS.  IF INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT TINA WIL-
LIAMS AT 419-659-2807 AND LEAVE A MESSAGE WITH YOUR  NAME, PHONE 

NUMBER AND WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE.  THERE IS NO DEADLINE AS WE WILL 
SELL UNTIL THEY ARE GONE.  

 
 

Thank you! 

Hope Rekindled Christmas Service 
 

The Christmas season can be a very difficult time of the 
year. Some individuals are lonely, some have lost a job, 
some have recently lost a loved one, and some are suffer-
ing from illness or the pain of a broken relationship. Others 
feel financial stress or the burden of past memories. The 
strong emphasis on family and togetherness can accentu-
ate the loneliness of those separated from loved ones. The 
anguish of a broken relationship, the insecurity of employ-
ment, the weariness of health, the pain of isolation, or the 
pressure of holiday preparations and activity - all of these 
can make us feel alone in the midst of celebrations of the 
season. The Christmas season can make it more difficult to 

cope. Space and time is needed to acknowledge the sadness and concern that may be present.   
 

First United Methodist Church, located at 113 W Central Avenue, Van Wert, offers this unique worship experience for 

anyone who is finding the Christmas season difficult or sad. On Monday, December 21, 2020 at 7:00pm, there will be 

gentle music, readings, time for quiet reflection and a brief devotional thought. There is also an opportunity to have a 

candle lit in memory of a loved one or as a sign of hope. Come and find your Hope Rekindled.   
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Free Cantata Books 

Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and Patriotic seasons.  
Donating.  Really good condition.  Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.   
 

Stoles remaining 
Women Clergy Alb recently found a home, but various stoles are still available.   Free for the tak-
ing. Can be picked up here at the District Office.  Please call at 419-523-9901 or email at 
lmoore@wocumc.org.   

 
First UM Church looking for Contemporary Worship Leader 
 
First United Methodist Church of Van Wert is looking to fill a part-time position of Casual/Contemporary Worship 
Leader.  The ideal candidate will demonstrate excellent musical, recruitment, leadership, coordination, and management 
skills in a Casual/Contemporary worship setting.  He or she will also profess a love to serve Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Savior. 
 
FUMC offers diverse worship styles to provide opportunities for people to both embrace God in worship and to receive 
God’s embrace through worship. Understanding our cultural context and presenting the Good News of Christ through 
compelling worship lies at the center of our worship opportunities.  The Casual/Contemporary Worship Leader will offer 
creative, visionary, engaging and collaborative leadership in the design and deployment of the casual/contemporary wor-
ship experience for the Glory of God. 
 
Compensation is based on a ¼ time salaried position rate.  A complete job description may be obtained by emailing Di-
rector of First Impressions & Worship Arts Director, Paul Hoverman at paulhoverman@gmail.com.  Please respond if 
interested by December 16, 2020. This position could be filled by January 1, 2021.  
 
Pastor Chris Farmer is the Lead Pastor at First United Methodist Church, located in the heart of downtown Van Wert at 
113 West Central Avenue. 
 

mailto:paulhoverman@gmail.com
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Click on below link to view the job posting for  St. Luke's United Methodist Church for an Assistant Di-
rector for Student Ministry  

 
http://hireayouthpastor.com/churches/2336/jobs/3055 

Just North (United Church of Christ, on Henderson Road in Columbus) is searching for a trained Intentional 
Interim Minister to work with our congregation for the next couple of years as we transition between Pastor 
Eric (who we will miss after he retires this year after almost two decades of service) and our new settled 
pastor.  Please share the word and direct any inquiries to justnorthoffice@gmail.com. Here’s a link to the 
job posting on our conference website.   

TRINITY VAN WERT IS SEEKING WORSHIP LEADER 

Trinity United Methodist Church in Van Wert is looking for a Worship Leader for our Praise Team.  This position 

consists primarily of 1 weekly rehearsal and 2 Sunday morning worship services and assisting the Youth Director 

with the Youth Praise Band.  The position is able to be negotiated, but primary responsibilities are: 

• Maintaining/developing team atmosphere among the volunteer Praise Team 
• Scheduling Praise Team members 
• Leading rehearsals to prepare for Sunday morning 
• Choosing music for Sunday morning based on Pastor's sermons 
• Maintaining music database 
• Working with the Youth Director to develop the Youth Praise Band 
• Ensuring worship graphics are prepared for worship 

 
While we would like a Leader who is able to lead worship, we have many in our Praise Team that can do so.  This 
position is as much about organization and team building as it is about leading worship.  Salary is negotiable in the 
$110 - $130/week range dependent on experience and availability. 
Candidates can email resume and references to Jody Bigham, Office Manager.  tumcvanwert@gmail.com.  419-238-9541  

http://hireayouthpastor.com/churches/2336/jobs/3055
http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/S-C-Guide-for-Interim-Pastors.pdf
http://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/S-C-Guide-for-Interim-Pastors.pdf
mailto:justnorthoffice@gmail.com
http://oppsearch.ucc.org/web/fastdetails.aspx?id=4117&KeepThis=false&TB_iframe=true&height=&width=
http://oppsearch.ucc.org/web/fastdetails.aspx?id=4117&KeepThis=false&TB_iframe=true&height=&width=
mailto:tumcvanwert@gmail.com


Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

 

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions 

Positions Required in All Congregations 
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the Unit-

ed Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of 

treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these posi-

tions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)." 

Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1) 

Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2) 

Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550) 

Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4) 

Lay Leader (¶251.1) 

Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2) 

Financial Secretary (¶258.4) 

Church Treasurer (¶258.4) 

Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242) 

Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3) 
 

LEARN MORE   https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org 
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http://folio.umc.org/GCFA---3122018_LP---GCFA-Insurance---3122018.html
http://tiny.cc/hf6sry
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/nominations-and-leader-development
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/pastorstaff-parish-relations-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/trustees3
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/finance-committee2
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-leader
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/lay-member-of-annual-conference
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/financial-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/church-treasurer
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/membership-secretary
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/lead-your-church/local-church-officer-job-descriptions/resource/chair-of-church-leadership-team-administrative-council
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.umcdiscipleship.org%2Fresources%2Flocal-church-officer-job-descriptions&data=02%7C01%7CLMoore%40WOCUMC.org%7Cdc18c15b624b4dae2dcc08d8326d96d1%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C63
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org
mailto:bburns@wocumc.org

