THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO
MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A
world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING
in the likeness of

JESUS CHRIST
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ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT?

Visit our website!

Contact us!
800.589.7828

Like us on
Facebook!

2018 FESTIVAL of SHARING
Pick-up date: September 13

Pick-Up Schedule
8:30 am—Lima Westside
9:15-9:30—Wapakoneta First
10:30 am—Findlay St. Mark’s
11:30 am—NWP District Office
12:45 pm—Defiance St. Paul’s
1:45-2:00 pm—Van Wert First

Northwest Plains District Website
West Ohio UMC Website
West Ohio You Tube
Lay Ministry
The United Methodist Church
United Methodist VIM
United Methodist Women
Church World Service

FALL MISSION TRIP
For those of you that registered
please be sure your balance due is
paid by September 1

Rethink Church
Find A Church
MissionInsite
UMCom Tech Shop

For those of you are still considering
this trip, please contact the District
Office to register

UMCOR’S YouTube
Friendly Center, Toledo
Bread for the World
Society of St. Andrew
Stop Hunger Now

THANK YOU!

Dear God,
Thank you for all the young people in the world. Give them dreams that are bigger
than themselves–so they will have to trust you to make their dream come true.
Give them a will and heart to be all you created them to be. Help them to work
hard and be successful. Enable them to be generous to those who are less fortunate. Give them hearts full of love and compassion. Give them the strength to say
“no” to activities that they would later be remorseful about–that they would do
what is right for them and for the world around them. Help them to be kind to others. Protect them from people who would harm them physically, emotionally and
mentally. Let them know that allowing You to direct their way is the smartest
thing they can do. In Jesus’ wonderful and powerful name. Amen

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:
Rev. Doris J. Shover who died Tuesday, August 21, 2018. She was a retired pastor from The
West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church. She served Hyatts, Raymond,
Hoytville, St Paris, Briggsdale Union-Jackson Chapel, and Warrensburg churches.
Preceding Doris in death were her sisters, Dorothy Shover and Carol Paese; and brother,
Dean. Surviving her are her brothers Paul, Don, Neal, Dick and Joe Shover; and many nieces
and nephews.
In lieu of flowers, please make memorial contributions to Wycliffe Bible Translators, 11221
John Wycliffe Blvd, Orlando, FL 32832 or Meals on Wheels, 670 Harmon Ave, Columbus,
OH 43223.

BY GEORGE! Campaign
This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the Northwest
Plains District to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. This hospital that has served countless
numbers of children and their families over the years has been devastated
by the earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate need of help. So, we
are inviting you to be part of a special campaign.
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give
just $1 per week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic
amount of financial help, but also hope that they are not alone. The money
will be collected at the District Office and sent on to Haiti. There will be
much more information coming in the form of videos, pamphlets, etc. But
we invite you now to begin praying about your congregation being a part
of this effort. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this
is one way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can
apart. Watch for more information to come!

Coming your way . . .
Clergy Spouse Retreat
October 5-6, 2018

Registration details are in
the mail
Space is limited, so register
soon

CHARGE CONFERENCE TIME
Pastors,
Charge Conference activities are well on their way. Should you
have any questions, please give us call at the District Office at 419523-9901 or 1-800-589-7828.
More information yet to come!
Thank you all for your support!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR’S
Save the
date!
December 3

DISTRICT CHRISTMAS PARTY
SCHEDULED
DECEMBER 3, 2018
STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFO

News from around the Connection
Hello to Friends of Salem UMC!
It is an exciting time for Salem as we begin to plan for our 150 year celebration in worship of,
mission for, and praise to the God we serve. The following is taken from the church history written by Faye Fox in 1968:
“The deed for the land upon which the church was built was issued October 4, 1867 from Willford and Juliette Whaley, to the
first (church) trustees. The carpenter work was done by John McCaully, Jacob Reams, and Dan Miller of Wesley Chapel. The
brick used in the construction of the church was made on the farm (once) owned by Sylvia Hall, located one mile north and one
mile east of the church. The church pews were made from walnut trees donated by the Henry Bowen family. The church bell
was brought from Agosta (New Bloomington) several years later by team and wagon. Wesley McCleary, Dan Fox, and Baron
O’Neal made the long trip to bring a bell to the church they loved. It is said that Brother O’Neil built the tower and installed the
bell. The Wyandot County Republican Newspaper of Thursday morning, February 4, 1869, contained the following notice: ‘The
new M. E. Church in Mifflin Township, two miles west of Brownstown, will be dedicated to the service of God on February 14,
1869. The dedicatory address will be delivered by Rev. Amos Wilson. All are cordially invited to attend.’ ”

Perhaps you will remember your own little piece of history from when you have attended Salem.
You are invited to join us on Sunday, September 30, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. followed by a potluck
at noon (please bring a covered dish to share). It is meant to be a time of fellowship, music,
and prayer. Former pastor Rev. Greg Leigh will have the morning message, including his guitar
and music. A men’s music and worship group, Living Waters, will be with us to share good old
time gospel music. Other speakers and participants are being planned as well. A special offering will be collected to support the “Light the Way” campaign of the West Ohio conference which
will financially support new congregation starts. We hope you will plan to join us. However, if
you can not attend, please remember us in your prayers as we move forward into changing
times within the United Methodist Church.
In Christ’s love,
The Congregation of Salem

Salem UMC back in the 1850’s

Salem UMC as it stands today

Campaign Vision and
Purpose
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust,
effective congregations and in turn multiply the number of
people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ,
being shaped from the inside out by the justice, love and
peace that Jesus brings to us all.
IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life…
AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple…
THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ.
For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. George Cooper/
gcooper@wocumc.org, Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/
snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org

Additional Details on Required Boundary Training for Clergy
To CAN appointed and assigned clergy, extension ministers, deacons appointed beyond the local
church, retired clergy serving churches, and certified lay ministers –
Just a reminder to register for one of the upcoming boundary trainings. Note that pre-registration
is required and closes two weeks before the event. NO WALK-INS…
This event is not optional, you must attend one of these trainings so please go ahead and
register now.
Boundary training focuses on developing healthy boundaries in ministry and is specific to the role
of a clergy person. One of the most interesting dynamics is the power difference between a person in a ministerial role and a member of his or her congregation. Other topics include personal
and professional health and the use of social media. This training is required for all actively serving clergy and retired clergy under appointment.

All events will be held from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. The cost is $25.00 per person. Payment
needs to be in two weeks prior to the event.
August 25-Linworth UMC, Columbus
August 29-Christ UMC, Kettering
August 30-Grace UMC, Perrysburg
September 12-Reynoldsburg UMC
Should you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas at 614-844-6200 or by email
at sthomas@wocumc.org. Conference website link.

Lay Servant Training Events
Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already
available within the United Methodist connection.
Through this system of equipping and empowering,
lay servants have the opportunity to grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make
other disciples

"Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry
(Basic) Part 1 & 2" led by Rev. John
Maynard/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be
offered on Saturday, October 20 (Part 1) &
October 27 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio. The
FIRM deadline for registration is October 13 &
20. If we do not receive 10 registrations, the
class will not be held. Register on the Northwest Plains district website.

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply
Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply.
•

“Polity (CORE course) Part 1 & 2” led by
Rev. Duane Kemerley, will be offered Saturday, October 20 (Part 1) & October 27 (Part
2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N.
Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration is October 13 & 20. If we do not receive
10 registrations, the class will not be held. Register on the Northwest Plains district website.

Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen,
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and
Wyandot counties. She can be reached at
567-204-0329 or by email at bhoover1@woh.rr.com.

•
•

“Teaching the Bible (Advanced course) ” led
by Rev. Becky Schofield Motter, will be offered Saturday, October 20, 8:30am-4:30pm,
at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The
FIRM deadline for registration is October 13th.
If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class
will not be held. Register on the Northwest
Plains district website

Stephen Brooks is responsible for the
northern part of NWP District including
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be
reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.

March
17

“Responding to the Call (Advanced course) ”
led by Rev. Dwight Bowers, will be offered
Saturday, October 27 8:30am-4:30pm, at
Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The
FIRM deadline for registration is October 20th.
If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class
will not be held. Register on the Northwest
Plains district website

Please help get the word out. If you, or
someone you know, would be interested in
participating, please register today!

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or
learn more about it contact Brad Martin.
I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus
Community. The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another community, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director |
bmartin4477@gmail.com

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
Women's Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #105
October 4-7, 2018
Men's Walks
Men’s Walk #79

Dates
November 1-4, 2018

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
Women’s Walks
Dates
Women’s Walk #76
October 18-21, 2018
Men’s Walks
Men’s Walk #71
Men’s Walk #72

Dates
July 19-22, 2018
November 1-4, 2018

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Chrysalis is a three day experience of
spiritual renewal open to members of
any Christian denomination, ages 15 to
24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus
Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant
to inspire, challenge, and equip youth
for Christian action in their homes,
churches, communities and places of
work.
St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay
Girls # 51 - June 28—July 1, 2018
Boys # 50 - July 26-29, 2018
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
Greene Street UMC, Piqua
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
Delta UMC, Delta
Girls -June 22-24, 2018

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/

Local Church and Community Events
HAVE SCRAP METAL TO GET RID OF?

Do you have an antenna down from a storm? Got sheet metal, or a chainlink fence you’ve wanted to take down? Here’s a chance to do good while
cleaning up from a storm or cleaning out the garage, attic, basement,
shed, backyard, etc.
Trinity United Methodist Church, Ottawa is continuing its Scrap
Metal Drive—ALL METAL accepted—anything and everything. A dumpster is located in the parking lot at Tri-R-Guns, 241 E. Second Street,
Ottawa, waiting for your cast-offs through the summer. ABSOLUTELY NO TV’S, COMPUTER MONTORS, PAINT, TIRES or AEROSOL CANS ACCEPTED. All proceeds will go to
Trustee projects at Trinity United Methodist Church. Call 419-523-6496 for more information.

Celebrate Wallapalooza Labor Day Weekend at Camp Widewater
Labor Day is considered the unofficial end of summer. What better way to mark the occasion than experiencing how God's love can be felt in the great outdoors with Wallapalooza?
Families can bring their own campers and tents to enjoy a weekend of faith, fellowship and
fun. Join other families in outdoor worship, community meals, and fun activities as you enjoy all that Camp Widewater has to offer.
This year’s theme is “Stone Soup.” We will be exploring how everyone can contribute their
skills and gifts to their community. Break out bible studies for all ages 2-108!
Wallapalooza runs Friday, August 31through Monday, September 3. Tent spaces are $18 per
night. Campers are $30. Go to on to www.westohiocamps.org to register.

Holiday Bazaar
Wesley United Methodist Church
551 Center St. Van Wert, OH
Saturday, Nov. 3rd, 2018
9 am - 3 pm

Interested vendors wanting to reserve a table (s) to display and sell their items (no baked goods, please). If interested, any questions or would like a form mailed or e-mailed to you please call 419-238-6216 M-Th 8 am - 12
pm. Cost per 8 ft. table is $20.00 or $15.00 if donating an item to be raffled off.
The Wesley United Methodist Women will be selling sandwiches, drinks and baked goods from 10:00 am - 2:00
pm during the Bazaar while visitors shop.
Admission is free. We will also be doing raffle ticket drawing for items donated by the vendors. Please join us
and get a start on your holiday shopping!!!

Local Church and Community Events
Community Meal PSA
The Pandora United Methodist Church will be hosting a FREE Community Meal on Wed .Aug. 29th
from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. in the church fellowship hall, 108 E. Washington Street, Pandora. The meal
this month is provided by the Mission Committee. The menu is Sausage gravy, mashed potatoes,
buttermilk biscuits, coleslaw, applesauce, assorted cookies, and beverage.

Soup and Salad and Auction
Erastus United Methodist Church, at the corner of Erastus-Durbin Road and St.
Anthony Road, just southwest of Celina in Mercer County, presents its annual
Soup and Salad Supper and Auction, Saturday November 3 from 4:00 until the
last item is sold! Quilts and other needlecrafts, cakes, pies, cookies, brownies,
and other baked goods; homemade noodles and home-canned items, plus numerous crafts and decoration
items, including Christmas decor, will be available at this auction. Dinner is "by donation;" pay whatever
you want. All proceeds benefit the ministries of the church.

Spaghetti Dinner
Coldwater United Methodist presents the annual Spaghetti Dinner on Election Day,
Tuesday November 6, 4:00 - 6:30 pm. Carryout meals will be available. Advance
tickets are not necessary. Come enjoy an evening of good food and fellowship at the
corner of North Street and Market Street in Coldwater!

Gospel Concert
Thursday September 13, 2018
Van Wert Fairgrounds
Living Waters, New Outlook, Bluegrass Gospelaires, Crossing Jordan,
Begins at 6 gate admission $10.00.

ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH FRY

Saturday, September 15, 2018
4:30 - 7:00 PM
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
1110 North Metcalf Street
Dinners include:
All you can eat fish
Cole Slaw
Applesauce
Baked Beans
Roll
Beverages
Carry outs available
Tickets available in the church office
Price $9.00 adults $4.00 children 12 and under
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW
SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH BUDGET
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

Local Church and Community Events
Northwest Region Faith-based Reentry Summit : October 30, 8am- 4pm @ St. Mark’s UMC (Findlay)
Speakers. Breakout Sessions. Networking Opportunities.
A special day set aside for church leaders, criminal justice professionals, and returning neighbors. In partnership
with the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction’s Office of Reentry, this day is designed to inspire,
equip, and engage you in more meaningful and impactful ministry with members, families, and neighbors who are
living through an incarceration or reentry experience.
Open to all UM members located in the following counties: Allen, Auglaize, Champaign, Clark, Crawford, Darke,
Delaware, Defiance, Fulton, Hancock, Henry, Logan, Lucas, Marion, Mercer, Miami, Morrow, Ottawa, Paulding,
Preble, Putnam, Richland, Sandusky, Seneca, Shelby, Union, Van Wert, Williams, Wood, and Wyandot.

Register opens September 1st on Eventbrite.
All In Community Webinar: Advocacy Made Easy : September 11, noon- 1pm
Making our communities safer. Expanding access to mental health and addiction recovery options. Slowing
down the revolving door from reentry to return to prison. Making a more just criminal justice system. These
visions for a better future involve us lending our voices and our votes for criminal justice reform. Not once.
Not twice. But regularly.
Join Wendy Tarr and Amanda Hoyt for a one-hour presentation with Q&A on current criminal justice reform
legislative initiatives that promote safety and healing where we live. Get informed about how passing November’s Ohio Neighborhood Safety, Drug Treatment, and Rehabilitation Amendment will lead to sentencing reform, divesting from prisons, and investing in communities all across our state. Learn a few easy steps you can
take to advocate for a better life for all of Ohio’s citizens.
To register for the Webinar, email Reba Collins at rebakco@gmail.com.
About our presenters:
Wendy Tarr serves as the Director of Vincentian Ohio Action Network (VOAN) and Accompanying Returning
Citizens with Hope (ARCH) in Columbus. She is a trained Healing Communities Trainer for the West Ohio Conference and serves on the All In Community Conference Team. Amanda Hoyt serves as the campaign coordinator for the Ohio Organizing Collaborative in Columbus where she works on reforming our criminal justice system to promote safety and healing.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Roger Thatcher, our Foothills District Emergency Response Team Coordinator, has asked for publicizing the need for
volunteer teams to assist in some upcoming rebuild projects from the recent flooding in Hocking County.
No particular skill set is needed as there are a number of projects that will need to be done ranging in level of difficulty.
He said if you can hold a hammer you’re good to go!
This week he really needs demolition crews.
There are other minor projects that need done, as well as installing under-skirting for trailers and more advanced work
from the foundation up.
If your church could put together a team or if individuals want to join a team to assist Roger in any of these areas,
please contact him directly by phone at 740-440-0909 or by email at rogerthatcher48@gmail.com.

Piano --- wanting to give it away for more use to a church or individual
Gulbransen piano & bench. Small older model, piano needs tuned. It was played leisurely and lovingly
over many years. Make arrangements to get piano by calling 419-943-3014 (Leipsic).
Free Cantata Books
Middle Point UMC has song books for Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter, and Patriotic seasons. Donating.
Really good condition. Please call Sandy Moore at 419-968-2443 if interested.
Choir Robes
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to a
church that can use of them. For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252.
Church Guitarist Wanted!
Are you interested in using your musical talents in a local church? We at West Independence UMC would
love to hear from you! We are currently seeking out someone to play guitar in our Bridge Band on Sundays for our blended worship service. Looking for someone passionate about worship music and committed to ministry. Compensation will be included based on experience and time and can be discussed at
a future time. Please contact the church at 419.894.6454, ask for Pastor Mark. Or, visit us in person or
online at 22876 US Highway 224, Fostoria, OH 44830, mywiumc.org. We look forward to seeking out this
opportunity with you in the near future!
Vacation Bible School Materials
Mt. Cory/Pleasant View Charge has Vacation Bible School materials from two summers available free of
charge to any church that needs/wants them—still available is Sonquest Rainforest. Material includes
the kits, some of the posters and scenery, music DVD's, teacher manuals, and some of the materials for
crafts are available with the kits. They were each used once. Anyone interested can call 419.302.9641
for more information.
Handbell Table Covers
Bryan Wesley UMC has (3) six foot long, two-piece (top and skirt corduroy water-blue handbell table covers with attached pockets and the Velcro to attach to foam pads.. Never used, but also never returned.
Please make offer to pastorpeterpaige@gmail.com
Choir Robes
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to a
church that can use of them. For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252.
Wanted: Hymn Signboard
We are in search of 1 or 2 hymn signboards, along with the numbers and letters. If you have any that are
being unused, please contact the office of Journey at Christ Church, Findlay at
info@ourjourneycommunity.org.

HRA (Hunger Relieft Advocate) Needed
We are looking for a new Hunger Relief Advocate (HRA)
to help feed hungry people in need, living in the West
Ohio area. Please contact George “Tater” Jensen for
more info: tater@endhunger.org 419-494-5321

Children’s Acolyte Robes Needed
Salem Cass UMC is in need of more white/off-white children’s acolyte robes in various sizes. Please
email secretary@salemcass.org or call the church at 419-423-9751.
Administrative Coordinator
The West Ohio Conference is currently seeking an Administrative Coordinator for the Council on Development and Office of CFO. This full-time position supports the Executive Director of COD, the Chief
Financial Officer, both members of the Bishop’s executive staff, and the Associate Director of COD.
This position works with church leaders, pastors, and a host of individual donors from across the
West Ohio Conference. Because of the range of responsibilities, adaptability that insures responsive,
coherent, and appropriate action is critical.
Potential candidates should possess a heart for Jesus, an Associate degree or higher with at least
three years of related experience, exceptional written and verbal communication skills, and computer
proficiency in Microsoft Office Suite. Please review the job description for a full list of professional
responsibilities, competencies, and requirements. A competitive salary, amazing benefits package,
and the opportunity to work with great people are included! To apply please complete and submit
the attached application along with cover letter and resume to mkremnitzer@wocumc.org. Position
will remain open until filled.
Come join us as we “Equip local churches to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world…a world of justice, love, and peace filled with people growing in the likeness of Jesus
Christ.”

New In-Person or Online Clergy Cluster Option Will Focus on Discipleship
According to Bill Hull, author and founder of The Bonhoeffer Project, “the gospel we preach determines the disciples we make.” Using this core truth as a
guide, the Bonhoeffer Project provides a process through which each participant
works with other pastors/ministry leaders to develop and refine a Discipleship
Flow Process/Strategy for their specific context. The goal is to reignite the discipleship DNA in each
local church – so we are disciples who make disciple-makers.
Beginning in September, this training is coming to Northwest Ohio. Rev. Rich Rakay (Delphos Trinity
UMC) will be leading a cohort for interested clergy. Participating in this cohort does cost money, but it
also qualifies as continuing education and your clergy cluster obligation. The cost of the Project is
$2000 for the year ($1500 if paid in full by August 31, 2018) and includes the curriculum, leadership,
and admin expenses. Think of it like paying for a seminary/university level course on disciple-making.
The cohort has a maximum of 10 pastors/ministry leaders who meet once a month for a half day for 10
months to study, discuss, and do discipleship together. The mode of meeting will be in person if possible with an online (Zoom) option. For more information on The Bonhoeffer Project, go
to www.thebonhoefferproject.com. Contact Rich Rakay (419)236-4692 or richrakay@gmail.com if you
would like more information on specific dates and how to be a part of this group. Space is limited.

Spiritual Direction Offered
Greetings in the name of the risen Christ! Many of you know me as Doug Widdowson, pastor of
the Edon United Methodist Church. However, today I am writing as a student in the North Park
Theological Seminary (located in Chicago) Spiritual Director training program.
A Spiritual Director is one who offers Spiritual Direction. The next obvious question is “What is Spiritual Direction?” Believing that our relationship with God is deepened by sharing our stories with
others in the presence of the Holy Spirit, Spiritual Direction is the one-on-one practice of sitting
with others as they attempt to deepen their relationship with God and grow in their own personal
spirituality. Spiritual Direction does not give answers, it does not judge, it is not therapy. Spiritual
Direction gives you space to intentionally listen for God’s voice in the midst of daily life.

For the past year I have been receiving Spiritual Direction and learning the art of offering Spiritual
Direction. Now it is time to put this learning into practice. Between September and April I have
been tasked to walk with two individuals in 8 (private) one hour sessions - a monthly commitment
on both my part and those who are receiving Direction. Your information and our conversations
will always and absolutely remain private. At this time, because I am in training, my direction sessions are offered without cost.
If I have caught your interest and you would like more information please contact me by email
drdsw@yahoo.com or by phone at 419-619-2622.

Resources
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide
Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shooters in a house of worship.
UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church leadership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being prepared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries.
Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins
in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19)
There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the
church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.
DOWNLOAD http://tiny.cc/hf6sry

Local Church Officer Job Descriptions
Positions Required in All Congregations
Every congregation must make provision for including these functions according to The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, ¶244, ¶249. Positions may be combined except for the financial functions. "The positions of
treasurer and financial secretary should not be combined and held by one person, and the persons holding these positions should not be immediate family members (¶258.4)."
Nominations and Leader Development Committee (¶258.1)
Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee (¶258.2)
Trustees (¶258.3 and ¶2524 to 2550)
Finance Committee Chairperson (¶258.4)
Lay Leader (¶251.1)
Lay Member of Annual Conference (¶251.2)
Financial Secretary (¶258.4)
Church Treasurer (¶258.4)
Membership Secretary (¶234 and ¶235 to 242)
Leadership Team (also called Church Council, Administrative Board) Chairperson (¶251.3)
LEARN MORE http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/local-church-officer-job-descriptions

Do you have news or something interesting to share? Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly
Bulletin e-mail list? Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below:
Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org
Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org
Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org
Lesley Moore, Office Administrator: lmoore@wocumc.org

Paperless Compass Newsletter
The Northwest Plains District is starting to transition to paperless Compass
Newsletters. If you would like a paper copy of the Compass Newsletter,
please email nwplains@WOCUMC.org.

