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Clergy Evaluation 
It is that time of the year once again when we ask Pastors 

and Pastor Parish-Relations Committees (PPRC) to engage 

in the Evaluation process. Copies of the Pastor’s Self-

Evaluation and the Staff/Pastor-Parish Committee’s  

Evaluation are due at the district office no later than June 

1, 2018. Pastors are responsible to see that this process is 

completed in a timely manner and that both the Pastor’s Self-Evaluation and the 

Staff/Pastor-Parish Committee’s Evaluation forms reach the district office no later 

than June 1.  Information was emailed to Pastors and Pastor Parish-Relations Chair-

persons on March 13.  Here is a link for Evaluation information. 

https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/clergy-

evaluations 

THE MISSION of the West Ohio Conference IS TO EQUIP LOCAL CHURCHES TO  

MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD… A 

world of JUSTICE, Love, and Peace filled with people GROWING  

in the likeness of JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

 ARE YOU CONNECTED WITH YOUR DISTRICT? 

Visit our website! Contact us! 
800.589.7828 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    April 2, 2018 

Save the date! 
 
Northwest Plains District 

Spring Conference 

Sunday, May 20, 2018 
 

2:30 pm Gathering Time 

3:00        Business of the Conference 
 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
218 E. Sandusky St., Findlay, OH 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend! 

 

http://www.nwpumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/WestOhioUMC/videos?flow=grid&view=1
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lay-servant-ministries
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.93F7/The_United_Methodist_Church__Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umvim.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://cwsglobal.org/
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.7706447/k.9615/Rethink_Church.htm
http://www.umc.org/find-a-church/search
http://www.missioninsite.com/
http://secure.umcom.org/Store/techshop
http://www.youtube.com/TheUMCOR
http://friendlycentertoledo.org/
http://www.bread.org
http://www.endhunger.org
http://www.stophungernow.org
https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/clergy-evaluations
https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/clergy-evaluations
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/
mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=northwest%20plains%20district%20umc


Dear God, Creator of heaven and earth, 
What a wondrous universe you have spread before us. Each day overflows with the 
richness of life: with growing green and bursting blossoms, with relationships which 
nurture and challenge, with missions accomplished and justice to be done. Each day is 
a blessing. Each day is a challenge. Forgive us when we do not see your presence in 
each day. With too much around us to be done, we give up hope of ever making a dif-
ference. Or we complain of boredom, refusing to engage. Or we are so busy we lose 
track of your calling. We scurry to and from without appreciation, delight, or much 
sense of purpose. Call us, O God, into the richness of life lived in love. Move us toward 
you and one another, in ministry and mission with and to our world. Amen. 

Clergy Gatherings 

County                                 Time               April            Location 

Allen Luncheon  11:30am 10        Old Barn Out Back, Lima 

Auglaize Breakfast   8:30am 11     RJ’s Coffey Cup, Wapakoneta 

Defiance Luncheon 11:30am 12     Sherwood UMC, Sherwood (note date change) 

Hancock Breakfast   8:30am 10     Scrambler Marie’s, Findlay 

Hardin Breakfast   9:00am     19     Henry’s Restaurant, Kenton 

Mercer Luncheon 11:30am      11     Orchard Tree, Celina 

Paulding Luncheon 11:30am  18     Fiesta Habaneros, Paulding 

Putnam Breakfast   8:30am 16     Henry’s Restaurant, Ottawa 

Van Wert Breakfast          8:30am 18     Van Wert Hospital Cafeteria (Conf Room D)  

Williams Breakfast   8:30am 12     Four Seasons, Bryan 

Wyandot Luncheon 11:30 am 19     East of Chicago Pizza, Upper Sandusky 

 

Note: Retired pastors are welcome to attend! 

More Details on Required Boundary Training for Clergy 
 

Boundary training focuses on developing healthy boundaries in ministry and is specific to the role of a clergy per-

son. One of the most interesting dynamics is the power difference between a person in a ministerial role and a 

member of his or her congregation. Other topics include personal and  

professional health and the use of social media. This training is required for all actively serving clergy and retired 

clergy under appointment. The Episcopal Office, Cabinet, and the Office of Ministry have worked together to plan 

and implement this vital training. All materials will be provided for you. Starting Friday, March 16, please register 

for one of these events on the conference website. 

• June 7-Wesley Lodge, Lakeside 

• June 27-Grace UMC, Waverly, SHV/FTH 

• August 25-Linworth UMC 

• August 29-Christ UMC, Kettering, MIV/ORV 

• August 30-Grace UMC, Perrysburg, MWD/NWP 

• September 12-Reynoldsburg UMC, CAS/CAN 

Should you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas at 614.844.6200 or by email 
at sthomas@wocumc.org.  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001vY--UTgTnm6cfxjNPWWkejEBottHnqEj6J4d7qyDYsFwFSrVWuLdsl4NOFdnKFH2SLs9uePb1ofoZJLmrpl2LMtiP9ml9PZ5NJDQXvM9pn5-5K_NfBsX2OeIvAcpGqs7Vr5aX_LWK8hZcp6KFGtmRKmksY-RIy4qicfg9
mailto:sthomas@wocumc.org


We are pleased to announce that Lesley Moore has been hired 
as our new Office Administrator for the Northwest Plains Dis-

trict. Lesley and her family are members at Delphos Trinity 
United Methodist and comes to us with a lot of experience in 

Administration and the corporate world but is excited about the 
opportunity to join in our mission of Making Disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the Transformation of the World. Her first day in the 
office will be on Monday April 16. We know that you will want 

to welcome her. 

This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the Northwest Plains District to be 
a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. This hospital 

that has served countless numbers of children and their families over the years has 
been devastated by the earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate need of 

help. So, we are inviting you to be part of a special campaign.  
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give just $1 per 

week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic amount of financial 
help, but also hope that they are not alone. The money will be collected at the Dis-
trict Office and sent on to Haiti. There will be much more information coming in the 
form of videos, pamphlets, etc. But we invite you now to begin praying about your 
congregation being a part of this effort. In a time where we see so much broken-

ness and disunity, this is one way we can truly show how we can do more together 
than we can apart. Watch for more information to come! 

BY GEORGE! Campaign 



Rev. Taylor Burton-Edwards will be leading the Northwest Plains District Clergy Day Away on Friday, April 6. 

We are inviting and encouraging all pastors to attend this day in Ottawa at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt Street.   

Taylor is a well-known teacher and leader in the area of worship and sacraments. This is an excellent opportunity for all 

pastors, licensed and ordained, to explore our understanding of the sacraments.   

We will begin at 9:00 am and conclude at 3:00 pm with lunch included. 

There is no charge for the day, but we do need your reservation in order to adequately prepare for lunch. 

Register here http://tiny.cc/7iwsry. 

 

Fresh Expressions April 6 
Fresh Expressions is a movement that is cultivating new forms of church alongside existing congregations in 
order to empower and equip God’s people to develop creative expressions of church that can reach the increas-
ing diversity of our society.  
 
You can learn more on Friday, April 6 from 9:00am to 3:30 pm at Perrysburg Grace UMC. 601 E Boundary St., Perrys-
burg, OH 43551.   
Cost is $35 per person.  
For more information or to register, go to the Fresh Expressions website https://freshexpressionsus.org/
westohiovisiondays/. 

Family Events, Childcare Offered at Annual Conference 

Registration has begun for this year's Annual Conference events for children, 

youth, and families. Families can participate for FREE in Family CONNECT events, 

such as mini golf, pray & play, and a pool party. Kids ages 5-12 are welcome at Kid CONNECT, a time of worship, games, 

and a service project. Cost is $15 for the three, 1.5-hour sessions. Also available this year is Camp CONNECT for kids and 

youth ages 7-17. Campers will be bused to and from Lakeside for this overnight camp experience, which costs $80 per 

person. All events require registration, so click https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Connect  to register or for more 

information. In addition, childcare for ages 1 and up is offered by Lakeside Chautauqua at Lakeside United Methodist 

Church. Cost is $7 per child per session. Registration is required by May 18. Click https://www.westohioumc.org/

ac/2018/ChildCareRegistration or more information.  

https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/nwp-clergy-day-away
http://tiny.cc/7iwsry
https://freshexpressionsus.org/westohiovisiondays/
https://freshexpressionsus.org/westohiovisiondays/
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Connect
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/ChildCareRegistration
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/ChildCareRegistration


Northwest Plains District Clergy & Laity Spiritual Formation Retreat 
“Remembering the World Before God: Becoming Communities of Intercession” 
 

April 23 & 24, 2018  
The Spiritual Center of Maria Stein, OH 

        2365 St. Johns Rd., PO Box 95, Maria Stein, Ohio 45860 
                                      http://spiritualcenter.net/ 

 

We have invited Dr. Don E. Saliers to lead our upcoming retreat and will explore what it 
means to join the continual  intercession of Jesus Christ. Sessions will include interactive 
work on psalms of  lament, hymns, responses, and new forms of prayer. Concrete  
proposals will be made for local congregations — from Mark Stamm’s book, “Devoting  
Ourselves to the Prayers.” 
 
An accomplished musician, theologian and scholar of liturgics, Saliers is the author of 15 
books on the relationship between theology and worship practices, as well as more than 150 
articles, essays, chapters in books, and book reviews. He co-authored A Song to Sing, a Life  
to Live with his daughter Emily Saliers, a member of the Indigo Girls. 
 

Retreat Schedule: 
Monday, April 23 
Registration 1:00 pm 
Session I 1:30 
Dinner  5:30 
Session II 7:00 
 

Retreat Rates: 
Registration is limited to  50 Attendees 
$100 per person within Northwest Plains 

$180 per married couple residing within Northwest Plains District (sharing a room) 

$150 per person residing outside of the Northwest Plains District. 

$200 per married couple residing outside of the Northwest Plains District (sharing a room) 

 
Registration fee covers 1 breakfast, 1 lunch, 1 dinner, and snacks.  Click link below for registration. 
 
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/retreats-camping/district/northwestplains/event/northwest-plains-district-clergy-laity 
 

 
 

Northwest Plains District Clergy & Laity Spiritual Formation Retreat 
Registration Deadline: April 9, 2018 

 

Name     ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________           

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Church   ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone _______________________________ Email _______________________________________ 

Dietary Restrictions ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Make check payable and mail to: Northwest Plains District UMC, 910 E. Third St., Ottawa, OH 45875. 

Dr. Don E. Saliers 

Tuesday, April 24 
Breakfast   8:30 am 
Session III   9:30 
Lunch              12:00 pm 
Session IV   1:15 
Closing Worship 3:30 

 

If you have questions or need  

additional information, please  

contact: Dr. Barbara Lee, 

bjcwapak@bright.net. 

http://spiritualcenter.net/
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/retreats-camping/district/northwestplains/event/northwest-plains-district-clergy-laity


March 
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning 
pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact 
our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
 

• Nancy Replogle is responsible for the 
southern part of NWP District including 
Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert 
and Wyandot counties. She can be 
reached at 419.771.3472  (note new tele-
phone number) or by email at rnreplog-
le73@gmail.com.   

 

• Stephen Brooks is responsible for the  
northern part of NWP District including  
Defiance, Hancock, Henry, Paulding,  
Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be 
reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at     
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: Larry Zuvers will cover the 

northern part of NWP District the month of 

March while Stephen Brooks is out of the  

district. Larry can be reached at   

lzuvers@gmail.com or 419.636.2329. 

Stephen will resume covering Pulpit Supply 

after April 8, 2018. 

 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant 

lay leadership development programs already availa-

ble within the United Methodist connection. 

Through this system of equipping and empowering, 

lay servants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other 

disciples  
 

"Leading in Prayer" led by Rev. Jeff 

Motter, will be offered on Saturday, April 

7, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. 

Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio. The FIRM deadline 

for registration is April 2, 2018. If we do 

not receive 10 registrations, the class will 

not be held.  http://tiny.cc/s1wmry 

 

 

“Sacraments: Baptism & Holy Commun-

ion” led by Rev. Taylor Burton-Edwards, 

will be offered Saturday, April 7, 8:30am-

4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., 

Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration 

is April 2, 2018. If we do not receive 10 

registrations, the class will not be held.   

http://tiny.cc/o2wmry 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or 

someone you know, would be interested in 

participating, please register today! 

 

file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/rnreplogle73@gmail.com
file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/rnreplogle73@gmail.com
file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com
mailto:lzuvers@gmail.com
http://tiny.cc/s1wmry
http://tiny.cc/o2wmry


 

 

 

 

Emmaus Events 

Findlay Emmaus Gathering (on the third Tuesday)       Sidney Emmaus Gathering 

Tuesday, April 17, 7 pm           Tuesday, April 10, 7 pm  

St Marks UMC            First UMC 

800 S. Main St., Findlay |419.422.4236         230 E. Poplar St., Sidney |937.492.9136 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/      http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Gathering (on the fourth Saturday) 

Saturday, April 28, 6:30 pm 

Delta UMC 

101 Northwood Dr., Delta |419.822.4195 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

What is the Walk to Emmaus? 
The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and  

formation that begins with a three-day short course in Christianity. It is an 

opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God's grace and love is 

revealed to you through other believers.    

Learn more  http://emmaus.upperroom.org/ 

 

 

Findlay Emmaus Walks @ St. Marks UMC, Findlay, OH 

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/ 

Women's Walks  Dates 

Women’s Walk #104 June 14-17, 2018 

Women’s Walk #105 October 4-7, 2018 

 

Men's Walks  Dates 

Men’s Walk #79  November 1-4, 2018 

 

Sidney Emmaus Walk @ First UMC, Sidney, OH 

http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/ 

Women’s Walks  Dates 

Women’s Walk #75 June 14-17, 2018 

Women’s Walk #76 October 18-21, 2018 

 

Men’s Walks  Dates 

Men’s Walk #71  July 19-22, 2018 

Men’s Walk #72  November 1-4, 2018 

 

NW Ohio Emmaus Walks @ Widewater, Liberty Center, OH 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chrysalis is a three day experience of  

spiritual renewal open to members of 

any Christian denomination, ages 15 to 

24. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus 

Christ in a new way. Chrysalis is meant 

to inspire, challenge, and equip youth 

for Christian action in their homes, 

churches, communities and places of 

work.  
 

St. Andrew’s UMC, Findlay 

Girls # 51 -  June 28—July 1, 2018 

 

Boys #  50 - July 26-29, 2018 

http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/ 

 

Greene Street UMC, Piqua 

http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/ 

 

Delta UMC, Delta 

Girls -June 22-24, 2018 

Boys -March 2-4, 2018 

http://www.nwoemmaus.com/ 

 

(on the second Tuesday)   

http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
http://emmaus.upperroom.org/
http://emmaus.upperroom.org/
http://www.findlayemmaus.org/
http://www.sidneyemmaus.org/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/
http://www.findlaychrysalis.org/
http://www.westohiochrysalis.com/
http://www.nwoemmaus.com/


 

 
Finding a Way to Forgive Explored at Lifetree Cafe 
  
How to heal and forgive after being wronged will be discussed at Lifetree Café on Wednesday, 
April 4, 2018 from 6:30-7:30pm. 
  
The program, titled “The Struggle to Forgive: Finding a Way Forward,” features the story of Alicia 
Brady, who was the victim of a gang-related drive-by shooting.   

 
This Lifetree program will offer guidance for those who find it difficult to forgive those who have wronged them. 
 
Admission to the 60-minute event is free. Lifetree Café is located at the Bachwell Center, 116 N. Washington 
Street, Van Wert, OH. Please enter on Court Street and park behind the Courthouse.  

 
 
 
 
Area Church Accepting Preschool Registrations 

 
First United Methodist Preschool, located at 113 W. Central Ave. Van 
Wert, is now accepting registrations for the 2018-2019 school year.  First 
United Methodist Preschool is a Christian based school which prepares 
children to succeed in all areas of life.  The curriculum is driven by the 
Ohio Department of Education standards and each teacher is there to 
provide a positive and nurturing environment for all children as they 
begin their educational journey.  The preschool offers 2 mornings per 
week for students who are 3 and 4 yrs. of age.  A child who is at least 4 
and is planning on attending Kindergarten the following school year may 
attend the Pre-Kindergarten classes.  A student attending a Pre-Kindergarten class has the option of choosing 3 or 
4 mornings per week. Classes meet Monday-Thursday 8:30a.m to 11:30a.m.  Register online at 
www.fumpreschool.com or contact Administrator April Ellerbrock at 419-238-0631 ext. 308 or by email at aeller-
brock@wcoil.com. 
 
 
 

Run For God Group 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church in Van Wert is offering Run for God, a 12 
week class that is a 12-week Bible study that guides participants and allows them to 
combine faith and endurance training in a way that helps take people, even those 
who have never run, through their first 5K.  Class begins with an introduction ses-
sion on April 3, the 12 weeks start April 10. 
Even if you’ve never run before, Run for God will help you train to run a 5K – it 
starts with 30 seconds of jogging.  In addition to Bible Study, we will have running/
exercise education and we will run together.  If you’re not medically cleared to run, 
we accept walkers as well.  Our aim is to compete in the Lima Freedom 5K on July 
4, 2018. 
If you’re an experienced runner or athlete, what Run for God can do for you is con-

nect your exercise with your faith.  Cost for the class is $22 which is the cost of the book we will use, which is a 52 
week devotional that you can continue to use once the class is over. 
Interested?  Go to http://www.runforgod.com/class/trinity-umc-van-wert to sign up or just runforgod.com and 
search for our class.  Questions, email Pastor Kurt Tomlinson at krtom14@gmail.com. 

Local Church and Community Events 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fumpreschool.com&data=02%7C01%7Cnwplains%40wocumc.org%7Ce26bfc1bea1545c6ae0608d58e69f7c2%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C1%7C636571508163947850&sdata=rAgozmEeyamo2s0c7ycZrVPv5kyQQ6IC
mailto:aellerbrock@wcoil.com
mailto:aellerbrock@wcoil.com
http://www.runforgod.com/class/trinity-umc-van-wert


The Newsboys are Coming to the Mercer County Fair 
 

The Newsboys (Christian Concert) will be at the Mercer County Fair on Saturday, Au-
gust 11, 2018 with special guest Adam Agee!   
 
You may purchase tickets between 8:00am - noon at the Mercer County Fairgrounds 
Office or you may purchase online at www.mercercountyohiofair.com  af-
ter 8:00am on March 30. 
 
Tickets are $25 for Grandstand Wings, $30 for Grandstand, $40 for Box Seats.  

Westside UMC Senior Luncheon 

Friday, April 6, 12:30pm 

Kathy Meyer, Director of the Board of Elections, will speak on the importance of the next 

election. Bring dish to share and table service. Public Welcome! 

 
 
Ayersville UMC Community Breakfast 

Saturday, April 7, 7:30am—10:30am 

Ayersville UMC is located at 27728 Ayersville Rd, Defiance, OH 43512 

 
 
Mercer United Methodist Church All You Can Eat Breakfast  

Saturday, April 7, 8:00am—12:00pm 

Adults $7; Children 5-12 $5; 4 and under eat free 

Mercer UMC is located at the junction of State Routes 33 & 707, Mercer, OH 
 

MENU INCLUDES: 
Sausage patties , scrambled eggs, sausage gravy and biscuits, pancakes (syrup and sugar free 
syrup), french toast, homemade sweet rolls, fruit, orange juice, coffee, hot tea, milk.                               
 

PLUS, BAKE SALE OF PIES, CAKES, COOKIES, AND OTHER ITEMS! 
ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO THE CHURCH BUILDING IMPROVEMENT FUND. 
 
 
Harpster UMC Soup and Sandwich Supper 

Wednesday April 25, 2018; 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Soup, Sandwiches, Salads, Desserts. 
17508 Cherokee Street, Harpster, Oh 43323 

Farmers and FarmHers Breakfast 
 

April 21 at 8am at Oakdale UMC 
Tickets are $5 
Menu will include :scrambled eggs, sausage, bacon, hash browns, gravy 
and biscuits, pastries, and more. 
Bring your tractors or other farm equipment and receive a blessing for the 
planting season. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercercountyohiofair.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cdeblee%40wocumc.org%7C962e83984fff4e51637e08d594a55fda%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636578360358285520&sdata=8dx2aDvHMvl%2F5JqguLaUs


The 2018 Ohio PAUMCS Chapter Spring Workshop will be held on Tuesday, April 17, 2018 
at Reynoldsburg UMC 1636 Graham Road Reynoldsburg, OH 43068. 
Topics Include: 
 

Creating Safety & Security in Your Church presented by Steve Schemine, Deputy Chief of Police, Columbus 
State Community College. 
 

Preserving Our History presented by Carol Holliger, Archivist for the Archives of Ohio United Methodism  at 
Ohio Wesleyan University. 
 

Reaching Out in Mission presented by Lynette Kline (Reynoldsburg UMC). 
 

Schedule 
8:00 AM Registration & Continental Breakfast 
8:30 AM Workshop Begins 
3:30 PM Workshop Ends 
 
Contact the district office for registration information—1.800.589.7828. 
 
 

 
 
 

             

 

 

 

 

 

I Am the Dream: Embracing the Legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.—April 4 

On Wednesday, April 4, The West Ohio Conference will hold a Remembrance Service for the 50th anniversary of the 
assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The service, titled "I Am the Dream," will acknowledge the life and 
legacy of Dr. King, as well as recognize all those who lost their lives in the Civil Rights movement. It will also be a time 
of encouraging and celebrating the God-Dreams we have for our own lives, as well as those for the beloved communi-
ty of Christ. The evening will include a variety of vibrant music, along with prayers, stories, and a message from Bishop 
Palmer. The "I Am The Dream" Martin Luther King, Jr. Remembrance Service, which will be held Wednesday, April 4, 

at Maize Manor United Methodist Church in Columbus, will also be streamed live and broadcast at three satellite loca-
tions across the Conference. The Gathering at each location will begin at 6:00 pm, with the service starting at 6:30 pm. 

The satellite locations include Centerville United Methodist Church in Dayton, Braden United Methodist Church in 
Toledo, and Faith Community United Methodist Church in Cincinnati.  

West Ohio Connection and Beyond 



 
Church Guitarist Wanted! 

Are you interested in using your musical talents in a local church?  We at West Independence UMC would love to hear 
from you!  We are currently seeking out someone to play guitar in our Bridge Band on Sundays for our blended worship 
service.  Looking for someone passionate about worship music and committed to ministry. 
Compensation will be included based on experience and time and can be discussed at a future time. 
Please contact the church at 419.894.6454, ask for Pastor Mark.  Or, visit us in person or online at 22876 US Highway 
224, Fostoria, OH 44830, mywiumc.org.  We look forward to seeking out this opportunity with you in the near future! 
 
Vacation Bible School Materials 

Mt. Cory/Pleasant View Charge has Vacation Bible School materials from two summers available free of charge to any 
church that needs/wants them.  One is Sonquest Rainforest, and the other is Adventures on Promise Island.  Material 
includes the kits, some of the posters and scenery, music DVD's, teacher manuals, and some of the materials for crafts 
are available with the kits.  They were each used once.  Anyone interested can call 419.302.9641 for more  information.   
 
Room available for Annual Conference at Lakeside 
1 room (2 twin beds) is available for rent during the West Ohio Annual Conference at Lakeside.  The cottage is located 
behind Hoover Auditorium.  For more information please phone Bev Barnett, 419.298.2772. 
 

Choir Robes 
Chattanooga United Methodist Church has approximately 32 green choir robes/white sashes, free to a church that can 
use of them.  For more information please phone Judy Stetler, 419.942.1252. 
 

Handbell Table Covers 
Bryan Wesley UMC has (3) six foot long, two-piece (top and skirt0 corduroy water-blue handbell table covers with 
attached pockets and the Velcro to attach to foam pads.. Never used, but also never returned. Please make offer to pas-
torpeterpaige@gmail.com  
 
  
Family Ministry Director  
Ada First United Methodist Church is seeking a Family Ministry Director. The desired applicant will be a mature,  
passionate leader who can work with our family ministry team to cast a long-term vision for a Christ-centered, family 
driven, church supported ministry with children, youth and families. Our hope is to find someone with a desire to reach 
out in our community to build relationships, encourage intergenerational connections, and equip and empower families 
to be the primary agents of spiritual formation in the lives of their children and teens. This is a part-time position with 
hopes of moving toward full-time in the next 1-2 years.  
A full job description can be found on our website at  http://adaumc.org/orchard/Media/FamilyMinistryDirector.pdf 
Interested parties must submit a letter of interest, resume, and three references by March 23, 2018 to Rev. Brandi  
Rigsby, Ada First UMC, 301 N. Main St., Ada, OH 45810 or email to: Rigsby@adaumc.org.  
 
Part Time Children’s Ministry Leader 
 

Twin Oaks UMC is seeking a Children’s Ministry Leader (10-15 hours a week) to help shape children into Disciples of 
Christ, overseeing all children from 18 and younger. The responsibilities of the position include leading children’s church, 
creating effective discipleship pathway/formation for children, outreach to children of Oakwood, serve on leadership 
team for Sunday evening experience, train and organize children’s ministry team, and administrative reporting.  
 

Resumes and contact information for three professional references can be submitted to Rev. Brandy Feltz at pas-
torfeltz@gmail.com. (Subject Line: Children’s Ministry Leader) or to TOUMC Children’s Ministry, 201 E Harmon St. 
Oakwood, OH 45873.  
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Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

UM Communications Offers Free Online Micro-Trainings 
United Methodist Communications offers affordable online training courses, with profes-

sional instruction available on your time. Micro-trainings are a learning method designed to 

deliver effective content in a time frame ranging from 15-20 minutes. These "bursts of 

knowledge" will equip you with communication practices that you can start applying to your 

congregation today. Three FREE micro-trainings are currently available: Facebook Outreach, 

Sharing Your Church Through Pictures, and Sharing Your Church Through Video. For more information or to enroll, 

click https://www.umctraining.org/catalog?pagename=Micro-Training.  

 

 

 

 
Free Active Shooter Prevention Guide 

Recently, attention has been drawn to the unthinkable action of active shoot-

ers in a house of worship. 

UMI is offering this resource to you as a way to prepare you, your church lead-

ership, the congregation and visitors in the event this should occur. Being pre-

pared helps everyone cope with these realities and begin to re-focus attention on core ministries. 

Conducting the ministries of The United Methodist Church takes on many forms. Our first call to ministry is to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This crucial part of our ministry as a denomination begins 

in the local church. Everything else we do on a daily basis supports this core commission. (Matthew 28:19) 

There are many supportive actions taking place every day to support the local church. One of them is to insure the 

church properties so that a church can continue its core ministries in the community.   

DOWNLOAD  http://tiny.cc/hf6sry 

 

 

Do you have news or something interesting to share?  Know of anyone who would like to be added to our Weekly 
Bulletin e-mail list?  Contact Northwest Plains District via e-mail nwplains@wocumc.org or call 1.800.589.7828.   

When e-mailing the district staff, please use the e-mail addresses listed below: 

 

Rev. Barry Burns, District Superintendent: bburns@wocumc.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood, Assistant to the District Superintendent: llockwood@wocumc.org 

Kim Tumblin, Financial Secretary: ktumblin@wocumc.org 
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