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Dear Friends,  

  
 

 This year has been a year like no other any of us have ever expe-

rienced. The events that have challenged and changed us all 

have been well documented, and I don’t need to rehearse them 

again here. But, let me simply say, we are in a very different 

place today than we were when this all began. 

 

But you know, that may not be all bad. I have been using this 

time to re-read the Psalms. And as I am reading through them, I 

am being reminded time and time again that the Psalmist experi-

enced all the same emotions that we ourselves experience. There 

are times of great joy, as well as times of deep sadness and heaviness. And what I 

am seeing once again is that God used all those times to shape the psalmist. It is 

obvious to me that the Psalmist was far from perfect, and yet God shaped him in 

such a way that his life was a witness to countless generations since then. 

 

So, I have been reflecting a lot these days, and I have been wondering if I have re-

ally positioned myself in such a way that God can shape me through this experi-

ence. Or am I positioning myself to be so self-centered and focused only on my 

own needs and wishes that I am not allowing God to shape me into the person I 

need to become? Now, don’t get me wrong. There are times I have to admit it is 

far easier to give into complaining about being made to do things that I don’t want 

to do and wallowing in misery than it is to do the hard work of allowing God to 

transform me. It is more tempting to jump into the political battles and the polar-

ized culture wars than it is to be still and listen for what God is saying to me, and 

us. 
 

So, I encourage you to do the hard, but vital work of allowing God to transform 

you through all that we are experiencing and dealing with. Give yourself time to 

grieve and lament what has been lost, and there is much to grieve. But be remind-

ed by the Psalms of Lament in which the Psalmist will always come around to ac-

knowledging God’s presence even in the midst of the pain. And the Psalmist 

shows us time and time again, that even when we are lamenting and grieving, 

God is consistently pointing us to the hope that we have in God.  
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Then, just maybe we can move beyond merely complaining and feeling sorry for ourselves, and searching for how 

we can change to follow Christ more closely. After giving ourselves space to lament, we need to search and reflect 

on how can we allow God to change us, as individuals and as a congregation.  

 

 Take some time to reflect and listen to God as you ask yourself these questions. How can I/we show compassion 

to others around me in this time of heightened anxiety? How can I/we be a witness to God’s grace in a season 

where we are more apt to vilify rather than love others? Am I (Are we) listening to others more than shouting our 

opinions? Would anyone else know that I am a Christ follower by how I choose to live and act in this season of 

anxiety, anger, and division? 

 

May you be more and more aware of God’s presence and may you always reflect the Grace of God in our world 

today! 

 

Peace! 

 

 

 
I was blessed by the arrival of my first great-great niece, Scarlett in April. Like 
Scarlett my Dad was born during a pandemic. And as I reflected on my Dad’s 
generation who lived through a pandemic, depression and WWII, a man walking 
on the moon and advances in technology that makes your head spin, I thought of 
the many life lessons and qualities that defined his generation. In three words, 
Faith, Duty and Determination. What three words come to your mind as you look 
forward for this upcoming generation? Adaptability, Ingenuity, and Perseverance. 
Those are the three words I came up with. My prayer is there would be one more 
descriptive word that would be reinforced, deepened, learned…and that is faith, 
the faith their great-great grandparents knew. Faith in God, the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. Faith that they do not have to go through difficult situations by themselves for God 
walks with us and gives us strength to do the impossible. Faith that brings hope for the future. 
But like Paul in his letter to the Roman church I must ask, “But how are they to call on one in 
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never 
heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?” Romans 10:14  
In this defining time in history, may our Faith be made know, may our Light shine in the darkness 
so that it reaches into future generations! 
 
 

Blessings,  

 

 

 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

Lynda 
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Dear friends, 

After much prayerful consideration, the Festival of Sharing Committee has decided to imme-
diately postpone the kit collection for 2020. 

We realize that people and churches are dedicated to this mission of sharing and we want to 
honor their desire to serve others. The committee believes that postponing the event until 
next year, possibly as early as next spring, instead of cancelling the event all together, will 
allow all of us to live out our call of serving others—even during these uncertain times.    

Your commitment to serving as a kit depot for the FOS is an important part of this service 
project. Your willingness to serve, even if your church building still might be closed, is an im-
portant testimony of your love of our neighbors. 

The committee will work with Otterbein to set a new date for this event. 

The FOS committee realizes that churches are busy places and oftentimes have events and 
activities planned a year or so in advance. After the committee confirms a date for the FOS 
in 2021, we will be reaching out to you to see if your church can serve as a depot next 
year as a mission project. We hope that you will agree to serve as a depot again, even if it is 
just for a few days.  

Can you do us a favor? The FOS committee will do the best we can to communicate this 
change of plans with all of our kit donors, but we know that some people will not get this up-
date (even though we will try really hard to make sure everyone knows!).  

If a kit donor does drop off kits, can you hold on to them until the next time your depot 
opens? Maybe there is a closet or a storage place, or perhaps an educational classroom not 
being used at this time where you can hold the kits. If that is not a possibility, please let Sam 
Fore (sfore@cwsglobal.org) know and she can work with you on what you should do next. 
We promise to keep you updated during this process. 

Thanks again for partnering in ministry with the Festival of Sharing. Together, we can serve 
our neighbors. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
Rev. David Maze, Matthew Stevens, and Sam Fore  

mailto:sfore@cwsglobal.org
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The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the number 
of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to reach 
new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue 
Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at  
         bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at  
        lzuvers@gmail.com 

NWP CHARGE CONFERENCE INFORMATION  
was recently sent out via email.  If you have not re-
ceived your email notification, please contact the 

District Office. 
 

Important dates to remember: 
 

September 15 - By this date, notify the District Office 
of your conference date, time, and Presiding Elder 
November 23 —  By this date, all charges confer-

ences need to be completed 
December 4 — By this date, online data entry must 

be submitted into the system 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development pro-

grams already available within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of 

equipping and empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Je-

sus Christ who then go and make other disciples. 
 

 

 

“Introduction to Lay Ministry (Part 1) led by Rev. Ruth Carter-Crist  will be offered October 17, 

2020 at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 2, 2020.  

Register form can be found within this newsletter or on the District  and Conference Websites. Reading 

material will be required prior to class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 

 

“Polity  (Part 1) led by Rev. Duane Kemerley will be offered October 17, 2020 at 8:30am-noon 

1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 2, 2020.  Register form can be 

found within this newsletter or on the District and Conference Websites. Reading material will be re-

quired prior to class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 

 

“Opening Ourselves to Grace led by Rev. Dr. Susan Allen will be offered October 17, 2020 at 

8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 2, 2020.  Regis-

ter form can be found within this newsletter or on the District  and Conference Websites. Reading mate-

rial will be required prior to class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 

 

“Introduction to Lay Ministry (Part 2) led by Rev. Ruth Carter-Crist  will be offered October 24, 

2020 at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 9, 2020.  

Register form can be found within this newsletter or on the District  and Conference Websites. Reading 

material will be required prior to class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 

 

“Polity  (Part 2) led by Rev. Duane Kemerley will be offered October 24, 2020 at 8:30am-noon 

1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 9, 2020.  Register form can be 

found within this newsletter or on the District  and Conference Websites. Reading material will be re-

quired prior to class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 

 

“Story Telling led by Janet Steele will be offered October 24, 2020 at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, 

via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 9, 2020.  Register form can be found within 

this newsletter or on the District  and Conference Websites. Reading material will be required prior to 

class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 
 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you know, would be interested in participating, please 

register when the time is open to do so! 
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of September 6 
Coldwater/Ft. Recovery/Erastus 
 Rev. David Porath 
 Rev. Jim Stilwell 
Continental Charge 
 Rev. Chuck Schmunk 
Convoy 
 Rev. William Thomas 

Week of September  20 
Cridersville 
 Rev. Mark Hollinger 
Defiance St. Paul’s 
 Rev. John Schlicher 
Delphos Trinity 
 Rev.  Rich Rakay 
 

Week of September 27 
Dunkirk Grace 
 TBD 
Edgerton 
 Rev. Susan Kronbach 
Edon 
 Rev. Doug Widdowson 
 

Week of September 13 
Country Chapel 
 Monica Kleman 
Countryside Chapel 
 Rev. Laura Clark 
Crawford 
 Rev. Cynthia Morrison 

DISTRICT 
 

OFFICE 
 

CLOSED 

SEPT. 7, 2020 
 

FOR 
 

LABOR DAY 
 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2020 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

 

Ada Sugar Grove UMC 
Alger First UMC 
Antwerp UMC 
Arcadia UMC 
Benton Ridge Good Shep-
herd UMC 
Carey Memorial UMC 
Coldwater UMC 
Continental Christ UMC 
Countryside Chapel UMC 
Crawford UMC 
Cridersville Perry UMC 
Dunkirk Grace UMC 
Edgerton UMC 
Elida Immanuel UMC 
Elida Zion UMC 
Emanuel UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Farmer UMC 
Findlay Zion UMC 
Fort Recovery UMC 
Gilboa UMC 
Grover Hill Zion UMC 
Hamilton Bethel UMC 
Harpster UMC 
Harrod UMC 
Haviland Country Chapel 
UMC 
Hepburn UMC 
Hicksville Grace UMC 
Houcktown UMC 
John Stewart UMC 

 

The District thanks you for your faithful support. If you have any questions about your connec-
tional giving, please call or email. 

 
 
Blessings, 
Kim Tumblin 
Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Trinity Evangelical UMC 
Twin Oaks UMC 
Uniopolis UMC 
Van Buren UMC 
Vanlue Christ UMC 
Walnut Grove (Auglaize) 
UMC 
Wapakoneta First UMC 
Wapakoneta Salem UMC 
Waynesfield UMC 
Wesley Chapel UMC 
Westminster UMC 
Wharton UMC 
Williams Center Asbury 
UMC 
Williams Center Calvary 
UMC 
Willshire Union UMC 

Pulaski UMC 
Sherwood UMC 
Spencerville Trinity UMC 
St Marys Wayne St UMC 
Van Wert First UMC 
Van Wert Trinity UMC 
Van Wert Wesley UMC 
Vaughnsville Community 
UMC 
West Independence UMC 

Paid 100% of their  

2020 District Apportionments 

On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

Lafayette First UMC 
Landfair UMC 
Leipsic UMC 
Lima Forest Park UMC 
Marseilles UMC 
Maysville UMC 
McComb UMC 
Melbern UMC  
Melrose UMC 
Mercer UMC 
Middle Creek UMC 
Middle Point UMC 
Mt Zion (Hancock Co.) UMC 
Mt Zion (Hardin Co.) UMC 
Mt Zion (Paulding Co.) UMC 
Mt Zion Celina UMC 
New Hope Bethel UMC 
New Knoxville UMC 
North Creek UMC 
Otterbein UMC  
Payne St Paul UMC 
Pleasant Chapel UMC 
Rhinehart UMC 
Ridgeway UMC 
Riley Creek UMC 
Rockford UMC 
Rockport UMC 
Roundhead UMC 
Salem UMC (Wyandot) 
St Johns UMC 
St Marys Grace UMC 
Stryker UMC 

Ada First UMC 
Allentown UMC 
Arlington UMC 
Ayersville UMC 
Bryan Faith UMC 
Bryan Wesley UMC 
Cairo UMC Bath merged 
Chattanooga UMC 
Delphos Trinity UMC 
East Mt Zion UMC 
Edon UMC 
Elida St Paul UMC 
Findlay Howard UMC 
Findlay Journey At Christ 
Church 
Findlay St Andrew's UMC 
Findlay St Marks UMC 
Findlay St Paul's UMC 
Grant UMC 
Hicksville Trinity UMC 
Kenton First UMC 
Kingsley UMC 
Latty Friends 
Lima Trinity UMC 
Mark Center UMC 
Montpelier First UMC 
Montpelier St Paul's 
Mt Cory UMC 
Ney UMC 
Oakdale UMC 

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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