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Dear Friends, 
 
While Bishop Palmer was out on his renewal leave, he invited several of 
us to write an article for Newsnet around why we are a Wesleyan Chris-
tian. I know some of you probably saw my article there, but I am putting 
it here to share as well because I think it is important for us to reflect on 
this as we move into the fall in our Churches. 
 
With all the toxicity in our dialogue today as United Methodists, I have 
been doing a lot of reflection of why I have given my life to this denomi-
nation, and even deeper to this Wesleyan theology. I am one that was 
born into the church. My grandfather was a pastor for 47 years, starting 
out in the United Brethren denomination, then became EUB with the 
merger, then retired as a United Methodist.   
 
I on the other hand, was only six years old when the merger came to 
form the United Methodist denomination. However, along the way, I 
have come to realize, as I have grown and matured, that even if I had 

not grown up in this denomination, I would have chosen to be a Wesleyan Christian. Even 
with all the problems we have, and we have many, I am most at home in the Wesleyan the-
ology that is at our core.  
 
I love the fact that we have an open table whenever we celebrate the Eucharist. Even 
though we have struggled with this along the way, at our core is the belief that no matter 
who a person is, no matter what they have done, no matter where they have come from, no 
matter if they are a member or not, they are welcome and invited to the table and God’s 
grace is open to them.   
 
I love that we strive for perfection. And even if we qualify this by saying we will never attain 
it in this life, we still strive for Christian perfection. That means we strive to be more loving, 
we strive to use our spiritual gifts more effectively, we strive to follow Christ more closely, 
we strive to meet the needs of the world around us more completely.  
 
I love the fact that at our core is both a belief in personal piety and social justice. We are not 
an either/or people. We are a both/and people. We believe that we need that personal com-
mitment to Jesus Christ and to strive for justice where ever we see injustice. We need to be 
deeply rooted in scripture and deeply connected to the brokenness of our community where 
we can meet needs.  
 
Admittedly, the United Methodist church is far from perfect and we are facing deep chal-
lenges, but I am sure that our Wesleyan roots and theology is the best expression of who I 
am, and who I strive to become as a beloved child of God.   
 
I pray that as we move forward into whatever our future is, that we will think theologically 
about who we are as Wesleyan Christians and strive to live into what that means for us as 
individuals and for us as a denomination.   
 
As always, I give thanks to God for each of you! May you be encouraged that God is still 
calling us to strive for Christian perfection and to love extravagantly!  
I pray that you will be blessed!  
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I am Pastor Mark Hollinger who is serving at Cridersville UMC and as the 
coordinator for Addiction Recovery Ministries in the Northwest Plains Dis-
trict.  If your church or community group would like for me to present the 
current status and background of the opioid epidemic and the ways in which 
you or your church or group can become engaged in recovery efforts then I 
invite you to contact me.  I have a 20 to 30 minute presentation and have all 
the  presentation equipment needed to travel to any church or group event. 
Many communities already have multilayered recovery services available 
and we have wonderful opportunities to reach out as supportive and healing 
partners.  The first element needed in addressing our ability to become 
Christ's hands and feet to those who are hurting from the oppression of ad-

dition is education.   Ohio is among the top five states with highest rates of opioid-related over-
dose deaths, killing significantly more people in Ohio than auto accident fatalities.  I am a recov-
ering addict and have real-life knowledge of the personal challenges of recovery. You can con-
tact me at 419 231-0428 or via email rev.mark.hollinger@gmail.com. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Mark 
 

Do justice, Love mercy and Walk Humbly with Your God 
 
 

Micah 6:8 

 
I am currently reading Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bolsinger. Several ques-
tions in the study guide caught my attention. This section was about embodying 
leadership transformation on page 243. Bolsinger introduced an exercise called 
“Tell me a story.” The following are his suggested questions that should be 
asked in the church to find out what is at the core of the church’s identity and 
purpose. 
 
 1.) What stories are told over and over again?  
2.) What stories represent the best moments of the church, the heroes of the 
church? 

3.) What are the stories that capture “This is who we really are”? And what values do those 
stories represent? 
 
While these questions may seem like “old hat”, it doesn’t  hurt to be reminded that we need to 
know the road our churches have traveled before we came to serve them.  Particularly when it 
comes to those deep things we may think/know need to change.  I am not talking about the 
style of bulletin or power point format used (although I realize that can create conflict).  I am 
talking about adapting (alter, change, adjust, amend, improve, revise, recast, reform, reshape, 
refashion, redesign, restyle, revamp, rework, remake, remodel, remold, redo, reconstruct, re-
organize, refine, reorient, transform, or convert) the DNA of the church for healthy, long-lasting 
change.   
 
Blessings, 

Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

mailto:rev.mark.hollinger@gmail.com
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Fall Mission Trip 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

Chatham, Illinois 

Always thought you’d like to go 

on a mission trip but felt you 

can’t do the heavy work?  Well 

join us now and you will find you 

can help! 

 

Some of the tasks include: work-

ing on mailings, sewing, assem-

bling school bags, layette kits, 

bedding packs,  medical suppli-

ers and cleaning buckets;  re-

pairing bicycles, sewing ma-

chines, and lawn mowers;  build-

ing and varnishing school desks. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2019 
THRU 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2019 
 

 
COST: $225 PER PERSON 
 
Lodging will be in a heated/air 
conditioned, handicap accessible 
dormitory with two people per 
room. You will need to bring bed 
linens, towels, and toiletries.  
There are bunk beds in each room  
we usually use only the lower 
bunks.  However, if you would use 
a top bunk we would be able to al-
low for more than 16 participants. 
 
If you are a camper with an RV, 
there is a full hook-up available. 

Send Registration with check for 
TOTAL amount ($225 per person) 
to the District Office no later than 
September 13, 2019. 
 
Make check payable to: 
Northwest Plains District UMC 
 
Mail to: 
Northwest Plains District UMC 
910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH  45875 
 
Questions: 
Please contact: Marge Dresbach 
Phone: 419-943-2237  
Email: dresbach2@fairpoint.net 
 

CANCELLATIONS ARE NON-
REFUNDABLE 

Mission Trip Registration  
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

November 3-November 8, 2019 
 
Name (s) _____________________________________ 
 
Church ______________________________________ 
 
Address 
________________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________ 
 
Email _______________________________________ 
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Steve Brooks is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at  
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com. 

 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already available within 

the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, lay servants have the oppor-

tunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples. 
 

“Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (Basic) Part 1 & 2” led by Rev. Dave Burkhart/Lay Ministry 

Teaching Team will be offered on Saturday, October, 19 (Part 1) & October 26 (Part 2), 8:30am-

4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio.  The FIRM deadline for registration is October 

12 & 19.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held  Register on District Website today! 

 

“Go Preach (CORE) Part 1 & 2” led by Rev. David Chivington/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, October, 19 (Part 1) & October 26 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Otta-

wa, Ohio.  The FIRM deadline for registration is October 12 & 19.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class 

will not be held  Register on District Website today! 
. 

 

“Ministry in Small Churches (Advanced) led by Wade Goble/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, October, 19, at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio.  The FIRM deadline 

for registration is October 12.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held  Register on Dis-

trict Website today! 
 

“Creating Sacred Space (Advanced) led by Wendy Lybarger/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, October, 26 at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio.  The FIRM deadline 

for registration is October 12.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held  Register on Dis-

trict Website today! 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you know, would be interested in participating, please 

REGISTRATION IS NOW AVAILBLE ON THE  District Website! 

https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-development-day-2018


September 2019                                              Northwest Plains Compass                                               Page 5  

APRIL 19, 2019 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congrega-

tions and in turn multiply the number of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, 
being shaped from the inside out by the justice, love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and re-
spectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in or-
der to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, 
Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

 
CHARGE CONFERENCE TIME 

 

Pastors, 
 

Charge Conference activities are well on their way.  Everyone should had 
received both an email and an envelope in the mail regarding charge 

conference material. The District Office will soon be calling around for 
presiding elders.  Please consider presiding up to 3 churches. 

 
Any questions, please give us a call at the District Office at 419-523-9901. 

 

Thank you! 

2019 NWP District “Connect” Picnic 
Sunday, September 29, 2019 

From: 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
Place: Hermon Woodlands Park 

485 N. Wapak Rd 
Elida, OH 45807 

 
Pastors: You should had received an email to RSVP—please contact the District Office/

Lesley Moore if you had not received your email notification. 
 

Thank you and see you then! 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Earlier this spring, we invited the congregations of the Northwest Plains District 
to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. This 
hospital that has served countless numbers of children and their families over the 
years has been devastated by the earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate 
need of help. Now that we are several months into this, we want to share an update of 
where we are.  To date, we have received just over $30,000 to go to the hospital!  We are 
so thankful for your generosity and faithfulness! 
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give just $1 per 
week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic amount of financial help, 
but also hope that they are not alone. The money will be collected at the District Office 
and sent on to Haiti. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this is one 
way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can apart. Watch for more 
information to come! 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appoint-
ments (church and pastor): 
 

Week of September 8 
Benton Ridge 
 Eric Wilkins 
Benton Ridge Good Shepherd 
 Rev. Richard Hiltibran 
Bluffton: First/Rockport 
 Rev.  Timothy Wilmetti 

Week of September 15 
Bluffton Trinity 
 Greg Fox 
Bryan: Faith 
 Rev. Eric Dailey 
Bryan: Wesley 
 Rev. Peter Paige 

Week of September 22 
Carey Grace/Memorial 
 Rev. Kevin Wilcox 
Caring Points (Leipsic, Gilboa, New Beginnings,  New Hope Bethel, 
Oakdale) 
 Rev. Laurie Beaty 
 Rev. Ruth Carter-Crist 
 Rev. Chris Walter 
Celina Bethany 
 Rev. Jon Exman 

Week of September 29 
Celina Mt. Zion/Mercer Charge 
 Rev. Craig Cisco 
Chattanooga 
 Rev. Tom Brunstrup 
Coldwater/Ft. Recovery/Erastus 
 David Porath 
 Rev. Jim Stilwell 

 (Update) BY GEORGE! Campaign  (Update) 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2019 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

District 100% 

Ada Sugar Grove 
Alger First 
Antwerp 
Arcadia 
Benton Ridge Good 
Shepherd 
Bethel Forder Bridge 
Carey Memorial 
Coldwater 
Countryside Chapel 
Crawford 
Emmanuel 
Erastus 
Farmer 
Fort Recovery 
Gilboa 
Grover Hill Zion 
Hamilton Bethel 
Harpster 
Harrod 
Haviland Country 
Chapel 
Hepburn 
Hicksville Grace 
Houcktown 
John Stewart 
Kossuth Zion 
Lafayette 
Landfair 
Latty Friends 
Leipsic 
Liberty Chapel 
Marseilles 
Maysville 
Melbern 
Melrose 
Mercer 
Middle Creek 

On track with District Giving 

Ada First 
Allentown 
Ayersville 
Bryan Wesley 
Chattanooga 
Cridersville 
Defiance St Pauls 
East Mt Zion 
Edon 
Elida Immanuel 
Elida St Paul 
Evansport 
First Van Wert 
Forest 
Grant 
Howard 
Journey At Christ 
Kenton First 
Kingsley 
Mark Center 
McComb 
Montpelier St Pauls 
Mt Cory 
Ney 
Oakdale 
Ottawa Trinity 
Pandora 
Pulaski 
Sherwood 
St Andrews Findlay 
St Marks Findlay 
St Mary’s Wayne St 
St Pauls Findlay 
Wesley Van Wert 
West Independence 
Zion Findlay 

 
As the Fall season comes upon us, we are reminded of the bounty God provides. Thank you to all the NWP churches for their faith-

fulness in their connectional giving.  

Please contact Kim Tumblin at ktumblin@wocumc.org if you have any questions. The information below is for offerings received in the 

NWP office and deposited on Friday, August 23rd. 

 

Blessings, 

Kim Tumblin 

Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

Middle Point 
Mt Blanchard 
Mt Zion (Hardin) 
Mt Zion Celina 
New Hope Bethel 
New Knoxville 
North Creek 
Otterbein 
Patterson 
Paulding 
Paulding Mt Zion 
Payne St Paul 
Pleasant View 
Rawson New Hope 
Rhinehart 
Ridgeway 
Riley Creek 
Rockford 
Rockport 
Roundhead 
Salem (Wyandot) 
St Johns 
St Marks Lima 
St Mary’s Grace 
Stryker 
Trinity Evangelical 
Trinity Lima 
Uniopolis 
Van Buren 
Vanlue Christ 
Vaughnsville 
Walnut Grove 
Auglaize 
Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 
Waynesfield 
Wesley Chapel 
Westminster 

 
 

Wharton 
Wharton Big Oak 
Williams Center Asbury 
Williams Center Calvary 
Willshire Union 
Zion (Elida) 

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

DISTRICT CHRISTMAS PARTY 
SCHEDULED  

DECEMBER 2, 2019 
 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFO 


