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Dear Friends, 
 
 
In this season leading up to our Special General Conference in Febru-
ary 2019 in St Louis, I am challenging each of us, both as individuals 
and as congregations, to be intentionally praying for God’s Spirit to 
move. This General Conference was called by our Bishops to vote on 
recommendations coming from the Commission on The Way Forward 
for United Methodists. Heather Hahn summarizes the three main 
models that will be considered in February on the United Methodist 
News Web Site. Here is a link for that site: https://www.umnews.org/
en/news/bishops-amend-whats-heading-to-gc2019. 
 
“The Way Forward commission has offered the following three plans: 

 
• The One Church Plan would allow decisions about whether to ordain LGBTQ cler-

gy or to allow same-gender unions to be made closer to conference and congrega-
tional level. The plan would remove the restrictive language against the practice of 
homosexuality in the Book Discipline. It would also give assurances to pastors and 
conferences who in good conscience cannot perform same-sex weddings or ordain 
“self-avowed practicing” gay clergy that they don’t have to do so. 

• The Traditionalist Plan, which would affirm the current language in the Book of 
Discipline and seek to create swift and strong penalties for violations and create 
exit plans for churches that disagree. 

• The Connectional Conference Plan, which would allow conferences to choose 
among three connectional conferences for affiliation. The connectional conferences 
would align based on theology or perspective on LGBTQ ministry — be it tradi-
tionalist, progressive or allowing for a variety of approaches. This plan would re-
quire multiple amendments to the denomination’s constitution.” (Heather Hahn, 
United Methodist News) 

 
There has been much debate about these three proposals, but now I am challenging 
each of you to enter into a season of prayer between now and February. Our prayer 
should be for God’s will to be made clear to the delegates, and for the delegates to have 
hearts open to God’s Spirit. Too often, our prayers tend to be more about us trying to 
convince God to listen to us since we obviously believe we already know what needs to 
be done. But here, we must be about opening ourselves to God’s guidance and the 
movement of God’s Spirit.  
 
In the meantime, our purpose remains the same. We must never stop focusing on our 
Mission of making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the Church.  
 
 
Peace! 
 

 
 
 
  
 

Rev. Barry Burns 
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Somehow the beginning of school always feels more like a new year than January 1st, as 
we gear up for those ministries that took the summer off to begin again. This year the 
District Committee on Ministry (DCOM) is taking on a new look. Last year the commit-
tee voted on trying a different model for interviewing and training. And this summer we 
reorganized the leadership team for DCOM, splitting the work load more effectively. 
Jonathan Hanover has become the Chair, Chris Farmer the Vice Chair and I have moved 
to Registrar.  For the Local Pastor’s this means you will be sending your DCOM paper-
work (transcripts, goal sheets, file info, ect.) to me as I will continue to maintain your 
files. I am excited to see how the changes will work for the good of all. 
I hope that you are excited about this “new year”! Change is not always a bad word, it 

really can lead to growth and new opportunities for building up the Kingdom of God here on earth. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 

Lynda 
 

 
  

 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you. My name is John Schlicher, and 
I’m new to the North West Plains District. My wife Michelle and myself moved to Defiance 
where I began serving the St. Paul’s UMC July 1. I also officially joined the team of Assis-
tants to the Superintendent, focusing on Pastoral Care to the pastors and families of the North 
West Plains District.   
 
Rev. Burns and myself have been talking about the possibilities for several months and now 
we are beginning to live into what this area of focused ministry will look like. The plan is to 
put into place a network of people throughout our district, perhaps one from each of our elev-
en counties, who will partner with me to be a local presence and connection for their col-
leagues and families.  
 

We’ve already got some great things going on in our district that help build relationships and community. The dis-
trict has a rich tradition in this area; however, we want to go a bit deeper and fill in some of the gaps that may occur 
from time to time. This season of ministry for all of us is filled with change and transitions that are and will be oc-
curring. With this we believe the need is even greater to be walking closely with one another in our covenant com-
munity that we are a part of as clergy families.  
 
During the fall I’ll be traveling with Barry to the County Breakfast events, and I look forward to meeting and getting 
to know all of you. My hope and prayer in working with Barry in this way is to make certain that the Clergy and 
families of the Northwest Plains District know, feel, and experience how valued you are by your district.  
 
I extend to you this invitation…  First, if you would like to be a part of this network please contact me. The commit-
ment would be for a year at a time and may require an hour or two each week. It also would involve meeting togeth-
er with a specific purpose of formation and visioning just what our tasks would be. Secondly, if you have ideas as to 
how we could structure ourselves, please contact me. It’s not about sitting in a meeting and checking it off our plan-
ners. It’s about discerning together how God wants us to care for this very important ministry. Finally, and I would 
say most importantly please join with me in praying for our work together in this new focused ministry initiative. It’s 
an honor to be serving in this unique way, and I am thankful for this opportunity.  
 
I can be reached at: 400 Wayne Avenue, Defiance, 43512, cell (937)694-2155, office (419)782-3751, e-mail:    
srpastor@defnet.com  

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

mailto:srpastor@defnet.com
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to ar-
range for a Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of 
Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, 

Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567-204-0329 or by 
email at bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Stephen Brooks is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Han-

cock, Henry, Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.519.3319 or by 
email at     sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.  

 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

 

 
 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already available within the Unit-

ed Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples  
 

"Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (Basic) Part 1 & 2" led by Rev. John Maynard/Lay Ministry Teaching 

Team will be offered on Saturday, October 20 (Part 1) & October 27 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity 

UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio. The FIRM deadline for registration is TBD. If we do not receive 10 regis-

trations, the class will not be held.  Register on the Northwest Plains district website. 

 

“Polity (CORE course) Part 1 & 2” led by Rev. Duane Kemerley, will be offered Saturday, October 20 (Part 

1) & October 27 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for 

registration is TBD. If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held. Register on the Northwest 

Plains district website. 

 

“Teaching the Bible (Advanced course) ” led by Rev. Becky Schofield Motter, will be offered Saturday, Octo-

ber 20, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration is TBD. If 

we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held. Register on the Northwest Plains district website. 

 

“Responding to the Call (Advanced course) ” led by Rev. Dwight Bowers, will be offered Saturday, October 

27 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration is TBD. If we 

do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held. Register on the Northwest Plains district website. 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you know, would be interested in participating, please 

register today! 

 

file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com
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BY GEORGE! Campaign 

This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the Northwest Plains Dis-
trict to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in 
Haiti. This hospital that has served countless numbers of children and their 
families over the years has been devastated by the earthquakes and hurri-
canes and is in desperate need of help. So, we are inviting you to be part of 
a special campaign.  
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give 
just $1 per week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic 
amount of financial help, but also hope that they are not alone. The money 
will be collected at the District Office and sent on to Haiti. There will be 
much more information coming in the form of videos, pamphlets, etc. But 
we invite you now to begin praying about your congregation being a part 
of this effort. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this 
is one way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can 
apart. Watch for more information to come! 

Campaign Vision and 
Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, ro-
bust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the 
number of people who are choosing to live in the hope 
of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by 
the justice, love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and re-
spectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in 
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. George Cooper/
gcooper@wocumc.org, Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/
snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

mailto:gcooper@wocumc.org
mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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              Required Clergy Boundary Training 

 

 

**Pre-registration is required at least two weeks prior to the event** NO WALK-INS 
This specialized training focuses on developing healthy boundaries in ministry and is specific to the role of a clergy 
person. Topics of the day will include power differences, personal and professional health, and the use of social me-
dia. All credentialed clergy are required to attend one of the following Boundary Training events.  Retired or 
un-appointed clergy who regularly work within the church (doing visitation and interacting with congregants, etc.) 
must also attend this training.  
 
Register early to ensure that you have a seat in the training that you prefer!  Registration ends two-weeks pri-
or to the event and the event fee must be received in the Office of Ministry two weeks prior to hold your spot.  
 
September 12-Reynoldsburg UMC 

 

Should you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas at 614.844.6200 or by email 

at sthomas@wocumc.org.  

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in 
the Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community.  The clergy listing 
needs updating. If you took your walk in another community, 
if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact infor-
mation has changed, please send the information to Brad Mar-

tin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appoint-
ments (church and pastor): 
 

Week of September 2 
Wapakoneta: First 
  Rev. Joshua Tissot 
Wapakoneta: Salem 
 Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Waynesfield/Perry Charge 
 Rev. Vera Welker 

Week of September 9 
West Independence 
 Rev. Mark Weatherman 
WestMinister 
 Rev. David Burkhart 
West Unity 
 Rev. Greg Coleman 

Week of September 16 
Wharton: Big Oak 
 Rev. Harry Launder 
Williams Center Charge 
 Rev. Nicola Kinner 
Willshire Union 
 Rev. Richard “Bud” Larimore  

Week of September 30 
Antwerp 
 Rev. Michael Schneider 
Arcadia 
 Rev. Erma Metzger 
Arlington  
 Rev. Mark Gregory 

Week of September 23 
Ada First 
 Rev. Brandi Grant-Rigsby 
Alger First 
 Rev. Don Clinger 
Allentown 
 Rev. Kelly Waltz 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2018-clergy-ethics-training-boundaries-ministry-importance-self-care-5
mailto:sthomas@wocumc.org
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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2018 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

District 100% 

 

 
 

On track with District Giving 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Thank you for your Connectional giving. Apportionment reports will be emailed at the beginning of September. If you have 

any questions on your statement or have email updates, please contact Kim Tumblin at ktumblin@WOCUMC.org.  

 

Blessings, 
Kim Tumblin 

Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

 

Conference Giving 

Ayersville 
Benton Ridge Good 

Shepherd 
Bethel Van Wert 

Bryan Wesley 
Chattanooga 

Continental Christ 
Continental United 
Cridersville 

Defiance St Pauls 
Delphos Trinity 

Elida Immanuel 
Elida St Paul 

Evansport 
First Van Wert 

Forest 
Grant 
Hicksville Trinity 

Howard 
John Stewart 

Journey At Christ 
Kenton First 

Mark Center 
McComb 
Montpelier First 

Montpelier St Pauls 
Mount Cory 

Oakdale 
Ottawa Trinity 

Paulding Mt Zion 
Pulaski 

Alger First 
Arcadia 

Bethel Forder Bridge 
Carey Memorial 

Convoy 
Crawford 

Cridersville Perry 
Emmanuel 
Erastus 

Farmer 
Forest Park 

Fort Recovery 
Gilboa 

Grover Hill Zion 
Hamilton Bethel 

Harpster 
Harrod 
Haviland Country Chapel 

Hepburn 
Hicksville Grace 

Houcktown 
Hume 

Kossuth Zion 
Lafayette 
Landfair 

Latty Friends 
Leipsic 

Liberty Chapel 
Marseilles 

Maysville 
Melbern 

Melrose 
Mendon 
Mercer 

Middle Creek 
Middle Point 

Mount Victory 
Mt Blanchard 

Mt Zion (Hardin) 
New Hope Bethel 

New Knoxville 
Ney 

North Creek 
Ohio City 

Otterbein 
Patterson 
Payne St Paul 

Pleasant View 
Rawson New Hope 

Rhinehart 
Riley Creek 

Rockford 
Rockport 

Roundhead 
Salem (Wyandot) 
St Johns 

St Marks Lima 
Stryker 

Trinity Evangelical 
Trinity Lima 

Twin Oaks 
Uniopolis 
Van Buren 

Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 

Wesley Chapel 
Westminster 

Westside 
Wharton 

Wharton Big Oak 
Williams Center As-
bury 

Williams Center Cal-
vary 

Willshire Union 
Zion (Elida) 

Saint Andrews Findlay 
Saint Marys Grace 

Spencerville Trinity 
St Marks Findlay 

St Marys Wayne St 
St Pauls Findlay 

Vanlue Christ 
Vaughnsville 
Wesley Van Wert 

West Independence 
Zion Findlay 

mailto:ktumblin@WOCUMC.org
mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org


Northwest Plains Compass 
The Northwest Plains Compass is published monthly.  News releases relating to the Compass should be emailed to: 

nwplains@wocumc.org or mailed to: Northwest Plains Compass, Northwest Plains  
District United Methodist Church, 910 E. Third St., Ottawa, OH 45875.   

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Permit No. 16 
Ottawa, Ohio 45875 

NORTHWEST PLAINS DISTRICT 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
910 E THIRD ST 
OTTAWA  OH  45875 
 
Return Service Requested 

 

 

 
The District Office will be closed 

Monday, September  3 


