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Dear Friends, 
 

Throughout my life, there have been numerous times events in the 
world or in my personal life, have driven me to my knees in prayer. 
This week, after the events in Charlottesville have been one of those 
times.  Over the past couple of weeks, it has become painfully  
apparent that our world needs the Good news of Jesus. Between the 
potential of nuclear war with North Korea, and now the events that 
occurred in Virginia, we need the Body of Christ to be the Body of 
Christ! 
 

We are called to confront sin and injustice wherever we find it. So, I 
need to be as plain speaking as I can be. Racism is evil. Whenever we 

judge another person to be less than us simply because of the color of their skin, or  
because of their religion, we are being sinful. And when we followers of Christ remain 
silent, we allow the message of hate and division that is being so boldly proclaimed in 
our streets to go unchallenged. We need to get over ourselves and be the church that 
God calls us to be. One that lives out the message that there is a better way than fear, 
and hatred, and violence. “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
Romans 12:21. 
 

A second area I want to talk about here is how important it is for us to have honest  
conversations in our churches about the health of our local congregation. This fall, I am  
asking each of our pastors to have conversations with the lay leadership in each  
congregation about the current reality they are facing. Are you a healthy, disciple making 
congregation that is focused on making fully formed disciples of Jesus Christ? Or, maybe 
you are healthy, but find yourself needing to grow and develop in several areas of  
ministry. Or, perhaps, you are at risk of becoming unsustainable if nothing changes. Or, 
maybe you are realizing that you are nearing death and need to have conversations 
around how to finish well. I am sending a tool out to each pastor that I am hoping will 
give some assistance in this conversation, but I know that we need to have a real sense 
of where we find ourselves now before we can ever know what our next steps are going 
to be. This fall will be a good time for these conversations to be held. If you have  
questions about this, please give me a call at the District Office. 
 

And finally, I know that we find ourselves in a time of great anxiety in our denomination 
as well as in our local churches. I know that we would all like to know what is going to 
happen, but now is still a season of waiting. The one thing that I know beyond any  
shadow of doubt however, is that if we don’t get back to our mission of making disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, it won’t really matter if the church 
splits or reorganizes or anything else, the decline will just continue. Our purpose is still 
the same as it has always been.  Please continue to pray for the Commission doing their 
work, the United Methodist Church, and for the Body of Christ.  
 

Do not be afraid, for we know that God is with us! 
 
Peace! 

 
 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 

 

 

Northwest Plains District 
United Methodist Church 

 

910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH 45875 

 

Telephone: 
 419.523.9901  800.589.7828  

 

FAX 419.523.3479 
 

E-mail:  
nwplains@wocumc.org  

 
Website: 

www.northwestplainsdistrict.org 

mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org


 

An Amazing Trip 
By: Victor Hugo Martinez Gonzalez 

Sierra Linda Camp Director, Monterrey, Mexico 
 

It was Monday, July 17, when an amazing trip started. For some children this was the first time being separated from 
their parents, for others the last time going to a children´s camp because they are becoming teenagers. It didn´t mat-
ter the reason, everyone was so excited riding a bus, getting to know new people, traveling to a new place. A mix of 
feelings was in the air, one hundred and two children riding in three buses going to Sierra Linda Camp. 
Bonjour, hello, hola gave the welcome to all of them.  
 

Children learned to greet each other in different languages 
getting ready for this amazing week. There was a skit about 
all the different kinds of travelers—from the very well planner 
to the clueless traveler.  
 
In Monclova, a city three hours from Monterrey, 15 people 
took a training course, “Building Relationships,” the basic 
course for being a counselour. Seven graduated and practiced 
their new knowledge and skills in this camp, bringing 26  
children from that city. In addition, there were 14 other  
counselors,  two junior counselors, a counselor chief, a  
program director and two program director aids, a nurse, six 
cooks, the manager and his wife, a pastor and  her husband , a 

couple that works in a very poor area who brought 31 children to the camp. A total of thirty-three people shared time 
with 102 children. 
 

The camp theme was “An Amazing Trip” based on Hebrews 11 and 2 
Peter 2:11.  We are foriegners and pilgrims traveling by this world and 
our final destination is heaven. Around this topic, Monday included a trip 
to the forest, “Sierra Linda.”  On this day we learned how to pack, how 
to use maps, a compass, get oriented with the sun, and every cabin  
represented the museum of the heros of faith of Hebrews 11.  We  
finished the day with a forest party - singing and having fun. Tuesday, 
was the “Trip to the Sky.” We started with devotions, then the life of 
Joseph, Bible study about Enoc, crafts fair, swimming pool time, clouds 
observation, abuse prevention skit and talk, and finished the day with 
stars observation. Wednesday was “A Trip to Heaven.” We had a Bible 
study about Moses’ life,  outdoor lunch, games, and swimming pool  
time.  On this day, Jose, one of the counselours, was baptized. We had a special activity traveling in a hot air balloon 
(imaginary).  The children  got  a passport and received Jesus in their hearts as our passport to heaven. Then they met 
Daniel and Noah and how they lived obeying God. Finally, kids learned about heaven and wrote a letter to God. We 
finished the camp with a bonfire where Pastor Oscar Montoya shared the gospel and children confirmed their decision 
to receive Jesus and follow God. 

 

“...These were the best days of my life! I ate the best food! I´m so 
happy to being here! I don´t want this camp to end! I got a new 
faith! Thanks for my new school supplies! Thanks for the fun and 
so much love! It was really fun and very meaningful prayer!..” 
were some of the phrases we heard on Thursday, the last day of 
camp in our trip going home.  
 

Thanks, Northwest Plains, for making this happen! A life changing 
experience! A trip to remember! An amazing trip! Thanks God! 
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Sierra Linda Campers and Staff 

School Supplies! 

Singing and having a good time! 
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Lakeside Ohio, and Lakeside for Youth, have been synonymous since 1927! 
 

Our youth camp was once called the Epworth League, and then the Lima District Institute, and now known far and 
wide as “Lakeside for Youth!” Our district camp attracts youth and adults 
from the western half of the state of Ohio and has been serving teens and 
adults from Ohio for 90 consecutive years! 
 

First, I want to thank everyone over the decades that have invested into 
this camp with their time, their treasure, and their talents.  No entity can 
exist this long without extreme dedication, loyalty and  
commitment to the cause.  The cause of Lakeside for Youth is now, and has 
always been, to draw teens and adults closer to God through a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  This year was no different than any of the 
previous 90 years at Lakeside.  Jesus was shared in love by all who led.  
During the three weeks of camps this summer we had 57 teenagers make first time commitments to Christ!  There 
were over 500 youth and adults sharing in the wonderful environment of Lakeside, and enjoying the many opportuni-
ties for fun and growth these camps offer.  There isn’t really any way I can share enough words or thank you enough 
for all that was done by so many to make this possible.   We understand fully that God does the work by the power of 
the Holy Spirit to lead people closer to him, but I know full well, without the dedication of all involved, it would not 
have happened.    So thank you, thank you and thank you!  We are so blessed to be supported by such a dedicated 
group of loving, caring, sharing, serving, and giving children of God.  Thank you for your part in this miracle of God at 
Lakeside! You have for decades, and still continue to make a difference for many through this marvelous camp at 
Lakeside. 
 

My wife Renee and I have been privileged to be able to serve alongside thousands of adults and fantastic young lead-
ers for the past 28 years.  Many people ask me, “Why do you continue to keep going back to Lakeside to serve year 
after year?”  My honest answer is really, “Why not?” Up until the last decade, we were told the average age for a per-

son to make a personal commitment to Jesus Christ was 17.   Re-
cent studies have shown the age now is 14.  In reality 83% of 
young people who accept Christ in this culture will do it between 4
–14 years old.  If youth are over the age of 19, the chances of ac-
cepting Christ decrease to 6%. (This data was collected recently by 
the International Bible Society and the Barna Research Group.)  I 
am sure you can see that Lakeside for Youth exists for a mighty 
and powerful reason!  This information further solidifies my belief 
that serving young people is the most effective way to share the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ within our district and the surrounding 
counties in Ohio.   It is also said that only one person in a million 

will accept Jesus after the age of 65.  That might explain why we have not yet started a camp for seniors!  But, if the 
statistics change, do not be surprised to see that on our schedule!   Seriously, we will do whatever it takes to make 
sure everyone has the opportunity to accept Jesus. 
 

Thank you again for all the support and prayers you have given to Lakeside for Youth.  I plan to continue to serve this 
camp unless there is a funeral, and it is mine.  I trust if that happens, you will continue to be as faithful to this outreach 
as you have always been in the past.  As I always say, “You guys are AWESOME!”   
 

God bless you and yours,   

Neal Whitney, Camp Director 

http://lakesideforyouth.com 

click here 

https://youtu.be/LKMFFfA8DUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKMFFfA8DUo&feature=youtu.be
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Clergy Spouse Retreat 
Friday, October 6—Saturday, October 7, 2017 
Spiritual Center of Maria Stein, 2365 St. Johns Road, Maria Stein, OH  map 
Guest Speaker and Musician: Melissa Montana 
 

Please plan to join us for a time of relaxation, making new friends, and wor-
shiping God.  This year we are partnering with Miami Valley spouses for our 
time together.  
 

Details and registration information is available on the district’s website 
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org  click on “Events”. 
 

Space is limited. Register soon! 
 

 
 

 
  

      SEPT  OCT  NOV      LOCATION 
Allen Luncheon          11:30am     12      3      7       Old Barn Out Back, Lima 

Auglaize Breakfast       8:30am       6      4      1      RJ’s Coffey Cup, Wapakoneta 

Defiance Luncheon   11:30am     14      5      2      Sherwood UMC , Sherwood 

Hancock Breakfast      8:30am     12      3      7      Scrambler Marie’s, Findlay 
                                                                            (location to be announced) 

Hardin Breakfast          9:00am     21   26   16            Henry’s, Kenton 

Mercer Luncheon      11:30am       6      4     1       Orchard Tree, Celina 

Paulding Luncheon   11:30am    20   18  15     Fiesta Habaneros, Paulding 

Putnam Breakfast       8:30am    29   17   21               Henry’s, Ottawa 

Van Wert Breakfast    8:30am    20    18  15              Van Wert Hospital Cafeteria  
                                                                                              (conference room left corner of eating area – near the vending machines) 
Williams Breakfast      8:30am    14                    5     2       Four Seasons, Bryan 

Wyandot Luncheon  11:30 am    21                  26   16               East of Chicago Pizza, Upper Sandusky 

 
 

Pastors and Worship Leaders 
 

Our Northwest Plains District is rich in worship musicians, from singers and 

pianists to choirs and bands. As a district, we want to recognize your ministry 

leaders and use their talents more frequently at our district or regional 

events. To aid this, please take the time to complete the survey, linked  

below, providing information about your congregation's musicians and 

group, as well as any talents you yourself possess. We look forward to  

celebrating your ministries and partnering with your leaders often.  

 https://goo.gl/forms/GgPGMljQy3Hhhylt2 

County Breakfasts  
& Luncheons for Clergy 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/2365+St+Johns+Rd,+Maria+Stein,+OH/@40.4102888,-84.466373,14.75z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x883fb17862268c47:0xcc2918b8555b8128!2m2!1d-84.4743448!2d40.4174993
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgoo.gl%2Fforms%2FGgPGMljQy3Hhhylt2&data=02%7C01%7Cdeblee%40wocumc.org%7Cdf3542a517e64a0e7d7408d4df3a7be1%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636378889668890798&sdata=nKt%2BEkGgZVYveBEmZ
https://goo.gl/forms/GgPGMljQy3Hhhylt2
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All In Community Training Focuses on Becoming a Healing Community 
Incarceration is personal – parent of an incarcerated adult child… spouse of a returned neighbor… mentor at Allen-
Oakwood Correctional… pastor of an incarcerated member. Incarceration is personal and is present in every UM con-
gregation. These were the major themes shared by participants at-
tending the recent All In Community Healing Communities Training at 
Trinity UMC in Ottawa.  
 

Joined by Regional Mission Impact Coordinator, Melissa Steinecker, 
participants from Gilboa, Oakdale, New Hope Bethel, Forest Park, St. 
Mark’s Lima, Perry, and Oakdale UMC explored how their congrega-
tions could care for congregants who are already walking through an 
incarceration experience. The group received training in the Healing 
Communities care model from Reba Collins, All In Community Con-
sultant for West Ohio. The group learned how to create a culture of 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and redemption that reduces shame and 
stigma using the Healing Communities framework. Tips and tools for 
providing hope, practical help, and a healing presence from the time 
of arrest to release from prison were given.  
 

Personal stores of addiction recovery, arrest, incarceration, and healing enhanced the training. Support for each par-
ticipant’s journey was given. New ways of caring for and walking with church and community members were forged. 
Participants left better informed about the issues surrounding the effects of incarceration, resourced to provide bet-
ter support, and burdened to become communities of healing. Participants from NWP’s two All In Community 30-For
-30 Pilot Program Churches launched their action plans to embrace their neighbors impacted by incarceration.  
 

Healing Communities Training is available to any church or group of UM churches. To schedule a training, contact 
Reba Collins at allincommunity@wocumc.org or 513.262.0184.  
 

Want to know more about the 30-For-30 Pilot Program? Come to the upcoming Information Meeting on August 23, 6 
– 8 pm,  at Marysville First UMC. This information Meeting is for churches that desire to build authentic relationship 
with their neighbors at Allen-Oakwood Correctional and Ohio Reformatory for Women and with people in their com-
munity suffering the effects of incarceration or a loved one’s incarcaration. Registration and details available by click-
ing on this link: http://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/30-30-pilot-program-
information-meeting  

 

West Ohio Conference Festival of Sharing 
Sat., Sept. 23, 8:30am-12:30pm, Otterbein University, Westerville, OH 

 

For your convenience, we have kit drop-off sites throughout the district (see below). 
 

Festival of Sharing Church World Service Kits will be accepted  
Wednesday, September 13  thru Wednesday, September 20 at the following  
locations:  

 

• Defiance St. Paul’s UMC, 400 Wayne Ave., Defiance, 419.782.3751, Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am to 

4:30 pm.  Please call ahead or go to the parsonage office. 

• Findlay St. Marks UMC, 800 S. Main St., Findlay, 419.422.4236, Mon.-Fri., 9 am to 2 pm 

• Lima Westside UMC, 604 Gloria Ave., Lima, 419.223.2881, Mon.-Fri., 8:30 to Noon 

• NWP District Office, 910 E. Third St., Ottawa, 800.589.7828, Mon.-Thurs., 8 am to Noon & 1 to 4 pm 

• Van Wert First UMC, 113 W. Central Ave., Van Wert, 419.238.0631, Mon. -Fri.,  8 am to Noon & 1 to 4 pm     

• Wapakoneta First UMC, 504 Glynwood Rd., Wapakoneta, 419.738.8168, Mon.-Fri.,  8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
 

A new website has been created that has everything you need in one place - kit contents, drop off locations, forms, 
and more.  Visit www.fosohio.org to get started.  

Reba Collins, All In Community Consultant  

mailto:allincommunity@wocumc.org
http://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/30-30-pilot-program-information-meeting
http://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/30-30-pilot-program-information-meeting
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0014rue3p40U6jx3gg6N9XIZ9COQTZV86uFsoVOlWgnZHZPYMvS64akgUHwsscf_P8hbQ6Hk4GaO5MVGGBWT9J_2tlxk1_wSzDze8p90bIRZr912kzWwXDDV9tzRot96BK5ju0fpe2Lg_C4HKH-v6um-zYBJzx9rDx2uZGT1
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21st Legal Forum 
Sponsored by West Ohio Conference Board of Trustees 

Friday, October 27, 2017 
9:30am—4:00pm 
 

Topics include: Safe Sanctuaries Update and Overview; Best Practices for Sharing Your Church & Building; 
Ohio’s New Concealed Carry Law-What Churches Need to Know; Social Media Policy 
 

This event will be held at Ohio Wesleyan University, Hamilton-Williams Center, 61 S. Sandusky St., Dela-
ware, OH.  map 
 

Cost: $35 per person 
 

Register at http://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/21st-annual-legal-forum 
 
 
 

Save the date! 
Annual Conference 2018 
When: Sunday, June 3, 2018, 7:30pm thru Thursday, June 7, 2018, 

4:30pm (start and end times are tentative) 

Where: Lakeside Chautauqua, 236 Walnut Ave., Lakeside, OH  map 

Note: If anyone is interested in serving as a District At-Large Member to Annual Conference, please phone 

or E-mail the district office. 800.589.7828 | nwplains@wocumc.org 

 

 

Resources available for West Ohio Churches 
The East Ohio Conference has an expansive media center and wants to make 
their collection available to churches in the West Ohio Conference. 
 

This video library has materials for small groups, Sunday school, worship, other 
ministry groups, and more. To join, each church pays a nominal annual fee 
based on church membership.  Click http://tiny.cc/6914my to learn more.  
Questions? Contact Susan Arnold at 800.831.3972 x 139.  

 
 

Statistical data for all UM churches can be found at this website: www.umdata.org.   Currently the church 

data is available for years 2004 - 2015.  Data includes membership, attendance, professions of faith, clergy 

appointments, etc.  It also allows you to search for clergy and pull up their appointment history.  

The data reflected is generated through the Year-End Reports each church submits annually through the 

Ezra website.  

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/61+S+Sandusky+St,+Delaware,+OH+43015/@40.2934182,-83.1006278,13z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8838fac4e1c3c257:0x6c54c56193d45d36!2m2!1d-83.0656085!2d40.2934235
http://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/21st-annual-legal-forum
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/236+Walnut+Ave,+Lakeside+Marblehead,+OH+43440/@41.5443529,-82.7524322,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x883a5010dbd13db1:0xe62788910f359e60!2m2!1d-82.7502435!2d41.5443529
http://tiny.cc/6914my
mailto:sarnold@eocumc.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001fNJ4dgDrf1DCtm-X3Sb_WknS7CAVY7rbKCx-xoUQWswBzfX-sHvTGwp53pnrkKQ9buPGa231mpHoD0nwH4A4E4dv-ug76UEhYrYyFat3uZbmAUho800Mbt96RB8lOdXspmOLMZbqywb0zw0FL_l2mmbdEX9wUG0ko8rgy
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Crawford 
Elida Zion 
Erastus 
Fort Recovery 
Grover Hill Zion 
Hepburn 
Houcktown 
Kossuth Zion 
Landfair 
Mercer 

100% Conference Apportionments 

100% District Apportionments On track with District giving (66% or more as of 8/17/17) 

On track with Conference giving (66% or more as of 8/17/17) 

   2017 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

Middle Point 
Mt. Zion (Hardin Co.) 
Otterbein 
Riley Creek 
Roundhead 
St. Johns (Aug. Co.) 

Uniopolis 
Westminster 
Wharton Big Oak 
Willshire Union 

Alger First 
Chattanooga 
Farmer 
Friends 
Grand Lake 
Grant 
Kenton First 
Leipsic 
 

Lima Forest Park 
Montpelier St. Paul’s 
Ney 
Ohio City 
Pulaski 
Rockport 
Salem (Wyandot Co.)

Salem Cass 
Spencerville Trinity 
 

St. Marys Grace 
St. Marys Wayne Street 
Twin Oaks 
Van Wert Bethel 
Vanlue Christ 
Vaughnsville Community 
Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 
 

Arcadia 
Bryan Faith 
Carey Memorial 
Convoy 
Country Chapel 
Countryside Chapel 
Crawford 
Delphos St. Paul 
Dunkirk Grace 
Elida Zion 
Erastus 
Farmer 
Fort Recovery 
Friends 
Gilboa 
Grover Hill Zion 
Hamilton Bethel 
Harpster 
Harrod 
Hepburn 
Houcktown 
Hume 
Kossuth Zion 
Landfair 
Leipsic 
Liberty Chapel 
Lima Forest Park 
Maysville 
Melbern 
Melrose 
Mercer 
Middle Creek 
 

Ada First 
Alger First 
Antwerp 
Arlington 
Ayersville 
Bryan Wesley 
Chattanooga 
Continental Christ 
Continental United 
Edon 
Elida Immanuel 
Elida St. Paul 
Evansport 
 
 

Findlay Howard 
Findlay Journey at Christ 

Findlay St. Marks 
Findlay St. Paul’s 
Grant 
Hicksville Trinity 
Kenton First 
Lafayette First 
Lima Family of Faith 
Lima Trinity 
Mark Center 
McComb 
Montpelier St. Paul’s 
Ney 

Oakdale 
Paulding 
Rawson New Hope 
Rockford 
Shawnee 
Sherwood 
St. Marys Grace 
St. Marys Wayne Street 
Van Wert First 
Van Wert Wesley 
Vanlue Christ 
Walnut Grove (Aug. Co.) 

Walnut Grove (Hardin Co.) 
West Independence 

Middle Point 
Mt. Blanchard 
Mt. Zion (Hardin Co.) 
Mt. Zion (Paulding Co.) 
New  Hope Bethel 
New Knoxville 
North Creek 
Ohio City 
Otterbein 
Patterson 
Payne St. Paul 
Perry 
Pleasant View 
Rhinehart 
Riley Creek 
Rockport 
Roundhead 
Salem (Wyandot Co.) 
St. Johns (Aug. Co.)  
Trinity Evangelical 
Twin Oaks 
Uniopolis 
Van Buren 
Vaughnsville Community 
Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 
Wesley Chapel 
Westminster 
Wharton 
Wharton Big Oak 
Wms Center Asbury 
Wms Center Calvary 
Willshire Union 

Connectional giving is in our DNA as United Methodists 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Ken Sloane, Director of Stewardship for Discipleship Ministries, 
spent some time last spring in the New England Annual Conference shar-
ing the impact of United Methodist giving around the world. 
 

 
https://vimeo.com/217248888 

https://vimeo.com/217248888
https://vimeo.com/217248888
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NWP Churches Kick-Off Mentoring Program Inside Allen-Oakwood Correctional  
 

Allen-Oakwood Correctional Institution recently kicked-off its 

third six-month program cycle of the ODRC Life Builders  

Faith-based Mentoring Program with volunteer mentors from 

the Caring Points, Lima St. Mark’s, and Westminster United 

Methodist Churches in the Lima and surrounding area. Life 

Builders is a one-on-one relationship that focuses on the  

rehabilitative needs of the mentored offender, fosters caring 

and support, encourages personal development, assists in  

personal visioning and assists in the transition to the  

community by developing active community partnerships. The 

All In Community initiative of the West Ohio Conference partners with Life Builders to build authentic mentoring  

relationships with men and women inside our state correctional institutions.   

If you’re interested in joining the next NWP Life Builders team, contact Pastor Tom Graves at tomngraves@yahoo.com.   

Vounteer Mentors 

mailto:tomngraves@yahoo.com

