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Dear Friends,  

  

As we look at all that has happened this year, many of us strug-

gle with how to respond and act out of faithfulness rather than 

fear. Of course, I recognize that there have been truly horrible 

and shocking things that have happened this year, but what I am 

still confident of that God is still God, and our God is still with 

us.  

 

When I am processing all of this within myself, I find myself try-

ing to identify those places that I am able to see God at work in 

the midst of, and at times even in spite of the brokenness of our 

world today. And when I open myself to seeing these moments, 

I see that they are there, I have just not always been aware of them. There are 

times I see life in the midst of death, hope in the midst of despair. So, I want to use 

this space this month to share just a few of those places that I have been able to see 

God still moving among us.  

 

I have seen how congregations and pastors who a year ago would have never 

dreamt that they would be worshipping and ministering virtually lean into this 

reality out of necessity. Of course, we are all still growing in this virtual reality, but 

I am hearing stories how many of our congregations are reaching more people 

now than we could have ever hoped to reach if we were still only doing in person 

worship in our sanctuaries. Now, the challenge is how do we engage these folks 

coming to us online as disciples and not just as consumers. But that is a challenge 

we have been facing for decades with people in our pews. 

 

I have been able to see and hear the voices of so many young people calling us to 

be better than we have been in so many areas where we have failed. I hear so of-

ten how we in the church lament the fact that the younger generations have 

walked away from our churches, well, just maybe, part of the reason is that we 

who have been in control have never taken the hard step of really listening to 

what they are saying. We have an opportunity to be listening to the hearts and 

voices of the people all around us who are missing from our congregations. If we 

don’t know what their hopes and dreams are, or where they are hurting, or what 

is causing them to feel anxious and fearful, then how do we ever think we can 

reach them with the Good News of Jesus Christ? 
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I have felt God moving in my own life around the sin of racism and sexism. And even though I have never been 

wealthy, and my parents were certainly never wealthy or powerful, I know I have benefitted greatly just because of 

the color of my skin and my gender. So, as I have been very intentionally listening to the voices and stories of peo-

ple who have experienced the world very differently than I have, God is calling me to love more openly, to speak 

out against all forms of injustice whenever I see it, to live with more compassion, all of which Christ has called me 

to do as a follower of his. 

 

So, yes, even though this year has been so painful for all of us, God is still moving and molding and shaping us. I 

just hope that we will respond to that movement of God and not just ignore it so that we can get life “back to nor-

mal”. I invite you to look for where God is moving in your life. We have been given the opportunity to be differ-

ent, to life differently, let’s not waste it! 

 

Peace! 

 

Sometimes we all need to be reminded that God is with us. While many of us 
have slipped into new life patterns and expectations with Covid, there is a great 
deal of tension within ourselves and our country due to politics, race relations, 
and everyday life issues.  It is easy at these times to turn from God instead of 
turning to God, further complicating our lives and creating even more stress and 
tension. 
Angie, my niece in-law loves horses. She used to competitively barrel race and 
during those years she bought a 3-year-old colt that had been abused. He shied 
away from loud noises and would take off when surprised. Everyone told her the 
horse would never be able to barrel race, but Angie saw something in him that 
others did not. It wasn’t easy training him, there were times when she was sore 
for days. Eventually people’s opinions of the horse changed as he became an ex-

cellent barrel runner. As Angie’s life changed there came a time that she reluctantly had to sell 
him. She had no problems finding a good person to sell him to, she put in the contract that if 
they were to sell the horse, she would have first dibs. She kept in contact with the new owners 
checking on how he was doing. They too came to a point where they had to sell the horse, they 
kept their word and contacted her. She was not at a place in her life where she could buy him 
back, they sold the horse to an Indiana couple and told them that Angie would be checking on 
the horse. Fourteen years later this couple decided it was time to sell and this time Angie was 
able to buy him back.  
I may be pushing the metaphor, but I still think it works. Jesus meets us in our hurts, our wound-
edness, our bad mistakes and our stressed-out lives. He loves us, encourages us, heals us and 
is continually beside us, with us. When we turn away from Him looking for other means of heal-
ing and dealing with life, He reaches out and touches us, bumps us and lets us know that He is 
still with us. And when we realize how far off the path we have gotten; God is there to enfold us 
in His arms once more. God is with us and does not leave our side. When the stressors of life hit 
and they always do, let Jesus be the first, middle and last one you turn to.  In Christ , 
 
 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

Lynda 
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2020 West Ohio Conference Annual Session Summary  
 

The 51st session of the West Ohio Annual Conference was a virtual gathering 
of nearly 1,600 clergy and lay members. Bishop Gregory V. Palmer presided 
over the conference under the theme, “Be Not Afraid, God Is With Us.”  
 

Using the 23rd chapter of Revelation, Bishop Palmer preached about the un-
certain times facing our nation, world and global church.  
 

“In spite of the chaos; in spite of the wars; in spite of the rumors of war; in 
spite of the repression and suppression; in spite of tribalism; in spite of ani-
mus; in spite of our enmity; in spite of our alienation, God says, ‘I’m going to make a home among you.’ What a God! 
God does not abandon us. God is with us,” Palmer said. 
 

Mitchell Harper and Shannon Spencer were affirmed as conference lay leaders for the 2021-24 quadrennium. Their 
work will focus on building relationships and sharing Christ’s love throughout the conference. Tracy Chambers will con-
tinue at Director of Lay Servant Ministries for another four-year term. A complete list of committees and leadership 
teams may be found at westohioumc.org. 
 

Bishop Palmer commissioned two West Ohio laywomen, Katelin Hansen and Kristy Shoaf, as deaconesses. The order 
of the deaconess is for laity called by God to a full-time vocation in ministries of love, justice and service.  
 
Bishop Palmer commissioned one associate member, two provisional deacons and six provisional elders. He ordained 
four deacons and eight elders.  
 

Other business included: 
 

The three recommendations before the annual conference passed with overwhelming support.  
 

Recommendation #1 – 2021 Budget 
• In 2020, we declare clergy benefits fully funded. For the first time, perhaps since the 1969 merger, we will not be ap-

portioning for clergy benefits.  
 

• The United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio, created earlier in 2020, replaces the Council on Development. The 
Foundation is already on its way to self-sufficiency.  

 

• Because of the above and other efficiencies, West Ohio will apportion $ 15,660,000, which includes General Church 
Connectional Support. This represents a 6% reduction. 

 

Recommendation #2 – Pension and Health Benefits  

• Clergy serving at least half time will be eligible for the Clergy Retirement Security Plan (CRSP).  
 

• The Past Service Rate (PSR) for pre-1982 plan participants remains unchanged at $ 611. 
 

Recommendation #3 – Commission on Equitable Compensation 

• Minimum salaries for clergy will increase at a rate of 2%. The committee is aware the cost of housing and clergy 
benefits is increasing but understands the need to make sure clergy and their families are cared for. 

 

The conference recognized the missional contributions of the Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey and the Rev. Stan Ling. Nilson 
Kibbey will move into a new ministry setting at the end of the year. Ling will retire after serving the conference Council on 
Development and newly formed Foundation.  
 

Membership stands at 140,309 and worship attendance at 84,629 with an additional 10,561 online worshipers and 2,440 
professions of faith. 
 

The 52nd session of the West Ohio Annual Conference is scheduled for June 6-10, 2021.  
 

By Amy Graham and Kay Panovec  
 

In case you missed it, stream 2020's Annual Conference on YouTube here!  
Bishop Palmer's vision for anti-racism in West Ohio is especially powerful.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRdbVfJkxR0&list=PLMPOI6r4CbfmKwHJ8ccH3UWeekV2-lJ0E
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The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the number 
of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to reach 
new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue 
Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at  
        bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at  
        lzuvers@gmail.com 

SIGN-UP TODAY!! 
 

• Introduction to Lay Ministry (Part 1&2) 
• Polity (Part 1&2) 

• Opening Ourselves to Grace 
• Story Telling 

 
Details on the following page 

DON’T DELAY—SIGN-UP TODAY! 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development pro-

grams already available within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of 

equipping and empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Je-

sus Christ who then go and make other disciples. 
 

 

 

“Introduction to Lay Ministry (Part 1) led by Rev. Ruth Carter-Crist  will be offered October 17, 

2020 at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 2, 2020.  

Register form can be found within this newsletter or on the District  and Conference Websites. Reading 

material will be required prior to class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 

 

“Polity  (Part 1) led by Rev. Duane Kemerley will be offered October 17, 2020 at 8:30am-noon 

1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 2, 2020.  Register form can be 

found within this newsletter or on the District and Conference Websites. Reading material will be re-

quired prior to class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 

 

“Opening Ourselves to Grace led by Rev. Dr. Susan Allen will be offered October 17, 2020 at 

8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 2, 2020.  Regis-

ter form can be found within this newsletter or on the District  and Conference Websites. Reading mate-

rial will be required prior to class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 

 

“Introduction to Lay Ministry (Part 2) led by Rev. Ruth Carter-Crist  will be offered October 24, 

2020 at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 9, 2020.  

Register form can be found within this newsletter or on the District  and Conference Websites. Reading 

material will be required prior to class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 

 

“Polity  (Part 2) led by Rev. Duane Kemerley will be offered October 24, 2020 at 8:30am-noon 

1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 9, 2020.  Register form can be 

found within this newsletter or on the District  and Conference Websites. Reading material will be re-

quired prior to class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 

 

“Story Telling led by Janet Steele will be offered October 24, 2020 at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, 

via ZOOM   FIRM deadline for registration is October 9, 2020.  Register form can be found within 

this newsletter or on the District  and Conference Websites. Reading material will be required prior to 

class.  SIGN-UP TODAY 
 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you know, would be interested in participating, please 

register when the time is open to do so! 
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of October 4 
Elida: Immanuel 
 Rev. Randy Coleman 
Elida: St. Paul’s 
 Rev. Paul Scannell 
Elida Zion/Kossuth 
 Rev. Allan Brown 

 

Week of October 18 
Findlay Howard 
 Rev. Gay Blau 
Findlay Journey at Christ 
 Rev. Trevor Wright 
Findlay Powell Memorial 
 Rev.  Hugh Bowland 
 

Week of October 25 
Findlay St. Andrew’s 
 Jeff Motter 
 Becky Schofield Motter 
Findlay St. Mark’s 
 Rev. Daniel Metzger 
 David Charles 
Findlay St. Paul’s 
 Rev. Richard Purvis 

Week of October 11 
Emanuel 
 Jennifer French 
Farmer/Ney 
 Rev. Dwight Bowers 
Findlay East Mt. Zion/Vanlue 
 Rev. Robert Greene 

NWP CHARGE CONFERENCE  
Is well on it’s way 

 
Important dates to remember: 

 
September 15 - If you have not notified the district office yet please do 

so and provide you conference date, time, and Presiding Elder 
November 23 —  By this date, all charges conferences need to be com-

pleted 
December 4 — By this date, online data entry must be submitted into 

the system 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2020 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

 

Ada First UMC 
Ada Sugar Grove UMC 
Alger First UMC 
Antwerp UMC 
Arcadia UMC 
Benton Ridge Good 
Shepherd UMC 
Bethany Celina UMC 
Bryan Faith UMC 
Carey Memorial UMC 
Coldwater UMC 
Continental Christ UMC 
Countryside Chapel 
UMC 
Crawford UMC 
Cridersville Perry UMC 
Dunkirk Grace UMC 
Edgerton UMC 
Elida Immanuel UMC 
Elida Zion UMC 
Emanuel UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Farmer UMC 
Findlay Zion UMC 
Fort Recovery UMC 
Gilboa UMC 
Grover Hill Zion UMC 

Hamilton Bethel UMC 
Harpster UMC 
Harrod UMC 
Haviland Country Chap-

el UMC 

Many thanks to our churches for their Connectional Giving!  Although 2020 has been a challenging year in very many ways, the support of 
NWP churches remains faithful.  At the end of the third quarter NWP has received 75%+ in connectional giving.  Thank you!! 

 
Blessings, 
Kim Tumblin 
Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Rhinehart UMC 
Ridgeway UMC 
Riley Creek UMC 
Rockford UMC 
Rockport UMC 
Roundhead UMC 
Salem UMC (Wyandot) 
St Johns UMC 
St Marys Grace UMC 
Stryker UMC 
Trinity Evangelical 
UMC 
Twin Oaks UMC 
Uniopolis UMC 
Van Buren UMC 
Vanlue Christ UMC 
Walnut Grove 
(Auglaize) UMC 
Wapakoneta First UMC 
Wapakoneta Salem 
UMC 
Waynesfield UMC  

Wesley Chapel UMC 
Westminster UMC 
Wharton UMC 
Williams Center Asbury 
UMC 
Williams Center Calvary 
UMC 
Willshire Union UMC 

Latty Friends 
Lima St Marks UMC 
Montpelier First UMC 
Montpelier St Paul's 
Mt Blanchard UMC 
Mt Cory UMC 
Ney UMC 
Oakdale UMC 
Ottawa Trinity UMC 
Powell Memorial UMC 
Pulaski UMC 
Sherwood UMC 
Spencerville Trinity 
UMC 
St Marys Wayne St 
UMC 
Van Wert Trinity UMC 
Van Wert Wesley 
UMC 
Vaughnsville Commu-
nity UMC 
West Independence 
UMC 
West Unity UMC 

Paid 100% of their  

2020 District Apportionments 

On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

Hepburn UMC 
Hicksville Grace UMC 
Houcktown UMC 
John Stewart UMC 
Lafayette First UMC 
Landfair UMC 
Leipsic UMC 
Lima Forest Park UMC 
Lima Trinity UMC 
Mark Center UMC 
Marseilles UMC 
Maysville UMC 
McComb UMC 
Melbern UMC 
Melrose UMC 
Mercer UMC 
Middle Creek UMC 
Middle Point UMC 
Mt Zion (Hancock Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion (Hardin Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion (Paulding Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion Celina UMC 

New Hope Bethel UMC 
New Knoxville UMC 
North Creek UMC 
Otterbein UMC 
Payne St Paul UMC 
Pleasant Chapel UMC 

Pleasant View UMC 

Allentown UMC 
Arlington UMC 
Ayersville UMC 
Bluffton First UMC 
Bryan Wesley UMC 
Cairo UMC Bath merged 
Chattanooga UMC 
Cridersville UMC 
Defiance St Pauls UMC 
Defiance Trinity UMC 
Delphos Trinity UMC 
East Mt Zion UMC 
Edon UMC 
Elida St Paul UMC 
Findlay Howard UMC 
Findlay Journey At Christ 
Church 
Findlay St Andrew's 
UMC 
Findlay St Marks UMC 
Findlay St Paul's UMC 
Forest UMC 
Grand Lake UMC 
Grant UMC 
Hicksville Trinity UMC 
Kenton Epworth UMC 
Kenton First UMC 
Kingsley UMC  

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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SPRC TRAINING 
VIA ZOOM 

7:00 – 8:00 PM 
 

OCTOBER 5 – ALLEN COUNTY 
OCTOBER 7 – AUGLAIZE COUNTY 

OCTOBER 12 – DEFIANCE 
OCTOBER 14 – HANCOCK 

OCTOBER 19 – HARDIN 
OCTOBER 26 – MERCER 

OCTOBER 28 – PAULDING 
NOVEMBER 2 – PUTNAM 

NOVEMBER 4 – VAN WERT 
NOVEMBER 9 – WILLIAMS 

For those affected—Zoom links will be sent out via email and will be in weekly newsletter 


