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Dear Friends, 
 
Now that I am in my sixth year serving as the superintendent 
of the Northwest Plains District, I remember what someone 
once told me when they heard the announcement that I would 
be appointed to this position. This person had served as once 
of my Superintendents a number of years ago, and they came 
to me and quietly said that I would be privileged to see the 
best of and worse of churches and pastors in this work. I can 
now say that this has been very true. 
 
I have been blessed to see congregations focus on their mis-
sion and purpose in spite of all of the uncertainty in our world 
and denomination. And when these churches have been able 
to do this, they have seen new vitality and hope. Several of our 
smaller congregations have moved beyond the commitment 

to keep their doors open to the greater purpose of making disciples. And they 
have grown! 
 
There are congregations that have moved beyond a self-centered commitment 
to their own desires to stepping out in faith and loving their community as they 
are, not as they remembered their community once being. And they have 
found that people are attracted to people who love them. 
 
But, I have also seen churches tear themselves apart arguing over guarding 
their own preferences and their own desires. I have seen pastors allow them-
selves to become the mission, and congregations build walls and then wonder 
why they decline. I have seen leaders, both lay and clergy, cross boundaries and 
bring harm to others without batting an eye. 
 
What this has reminded me of, is something I have learned over and over 
again. The church has never been and will never be perfect. But even in the 
midst of all the uncertainty and brokenness, I still love the church. And I am 
reminded again and again, that we are at our best when we are living as disci-
ples and focusing on fulfilling God’s purpose for us, and we are at our worst 
when we focus on ourselves and come as consumers.  
 
I just pray that I will never lose sight of this simple truth.  
 

Peace! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 
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United Methodist Church 

 

910 E. Third Street 
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I am Pastor Mark Hollinger who is serving at Cridersville UMC and as the 
coordinator for Addiction Recovery Ministries in the Northwest Plains Dis-
trict.  If your church or community group would like for me to present the 
current status and background of the opioid epidemic and the ways in which 
you or your church or group can become engaged in recovery efforts then I 
invite you to contact me.  I have a 20 to 30 minute presentation and have all 
the  presentation equipment needed to travel to any church or group event. 
Many communities already have multilayered recovery services available 
and we have wonderful opportunities to reach out as supportive and healing 
partners.  The first element needed in addressing our ability to become 
Christ's hands and feet to those who are hurting from the oppression of ad-

dition is education.   Ohio is among the top five states with highest rates of opioid-related over-
dose deaths, killing significantly more people in Ohio than auto accident fatalities.  I am a recov-
ering addict and have real-life knowledge of the personal challenges of recovery. You can con-
tact me at 419 231-0428 or via email rev.mark.hollinger@gmail.com. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Mark 
 

Do justice, Love mercy and Walk Humbly with Your God 
 
 

Micah 6:8 

Reflecting, Equipping, Fruitfulness 

(22) Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. (23) 
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks 
at his face in a mirror (24) and, after looking at themself, goes away and immediately 
forgets what he looks like. (25) But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that 
gives freedom and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard but doing it—
they will be blessed in what they do. James 1:22-25 
 
I will admit when I first heard we would be required to attend REF (Reflecting, Equip-
ping, Fruitfulness) I was skeptical. If you have been in full time ministry for 8 years or 

longer this is now a requirement. I wondered how we would be assessed and judged. I am happy to say 
my skepticism was for not! The last thing I felt as the two-day retreat ended was judged. What I felt was 
support. Actually, I can’t stress that enough, we were supported and cared for from the team, to the ses-
sions, to the accommodations, to the food.  There were several speakers, each offering resources on top-
ics such as Leadership, Conflict Management, Finances and Wellness. Some of the information was 
new and some old but not so old or repeated that you sat there thinking “why am I here?”  The goal of 
the team as stated by Rev. Scot Ocke was… “when we leave this place, you and I will have the same 
fire of the Holy Spirit in our hearts as we had when we answered our call to ministry -however many 
years ago…”. I will affirm that the fire was stoked and the opportunity to burn brighter is given, it is 
what you do with the information and opportunities given that will tell the rest of the story. If you are 
still skeptical ask Chris Farmer, Jeff Motter, John Schlicher or Doug Widdowson what they thought. 
Personally, I think you will be pleasantly surprised! 
 
Blessings, 
 

Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

mailto:rev.mark.hollinger@gmail.com
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BROWN BAG Lunch-n-Learns 

 
Announcing new opportunities for learning and fellowship. Starting in October we will be 
having a new series of what we are calling Lunch -n- Learns! You are invited to bring a lunch 
and share in a time of fellowship and learning. We will start at 11:30 am and end by 1:00 pm 
each time. These will be spread around to all of the counties of the Northwest Plains District 
throughout the year and you are invited to come to any or all of them that you might be in-
terested in. You can find a schedule of dates and topics here. This is planned for pastors, but 
everyone is welcome to come and join!  
 
 
 
DATE:    HOSTING CHURCH  TOPIC 
 
October 22, 2019  Defiance Trinity   Coping with Anxiety and Stress 
November 12, 2019  ONU Chapel    Understanding Generations 
November 26, 2019  Van Wert First   Spiritual Direction 
December 10, 2019  Arlington    Best Practices—Sermon Prep 
January 14, 2020  Celina Bethany   Best Practices—Children’s Ministries 
January 21, 2020  Bryan Wesley   Church Safety Policies and Practices 
February 11, 2020  Westside    Understanding Generation Differences 
February 25, 2020  Twin Oaks    Worship in a Small Membership Church 
March 10, 2020  Salem-Wapak   Financial Policies and Best Practices 
March 24, 2020  John Stewart    Social Media/Technology 
April 14, 2020  Leipsic    TBD 
April 28, 2020  Ayersville UMC   Disaster Response and Preparedness 
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Steve Brooks is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at  
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com. 

 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already available within 

the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, lay servants have the oppor-

tunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples. 
 

“Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (Basic) Part 1 & 2” led by Rev. Dave Burkhart/Lay Ministry 
Teaching Team will be offered on Saturday, October, 19 (Part 1) & October 26 (Part 2), 8:30am-
4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic.  The FIRM deadline for registration is October 12 & 19.  
If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held  Register on District Website today! 

 

“Go Preach (CORE) Part 1 & 2” led by Rev. David Chivington/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, October, 19 (Part 1) & October 26 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leip-

sic The FIRM deadline for registration is October 12 & 19.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will 

not be held  Register on District Website today! 
 

“Ministry in Small Churches (Advanced) led by Wade Goble/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, October, 19, at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic.  The FIRM deadline for 

registration is October 12.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held  Register on District 

Website today! 
 

“Creating Sacred Space (Advanced) led by Wendy Lybarger/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, October, 26 at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic.  The FIRM deadline for reg-

istration is October 12.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held  Register on District 

Website today! 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you know, would be interested in participating, please 

REGISTRATION IS NOW AVAILBLE ON THE  District Website!  Please NOTE: NEW LOCA-

TION—WILL NOW BE AT LEIPSIC UMC, 127 W. MAIN STREET, LEIPSIC 

https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-development-day-2018


October 2019                                              Northwest Plains Compass                                               Page 5  

APRIL 19, 2019 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congrega-

tions and in turn multiply the number of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, 
being shaped from the inside out by the justice, love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and re-
spectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in or-
der to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, 
Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

 
CHARGE CONFERENCE TIME 

 

.Pastors, 
 

Charge Conference activities are well on their way.  Should 
you have any questions, please give us call at the  

District Office at 419-523-9901  
or 1-800-589-7828 

 
Thank you all for your support! 

 

“You might be a Wesleyan Christian if...” led by Bishop Gregory V. Palmer  
 

Sessions will include a time of teaching and worship. Dates remaining are: 
  

10/21 at John Wesley UMC 
10/24 at Etna UMC 

11/18 at Rolling Plains UMC 
  

Clergy and laity are encouraged to attend. Register on the WOC website 
**These events will not be live streamed or recorded**  

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Earlier this spring, we invited the congregations of the Northwest Plains District 
to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. This 
hospital that has served countless numbers of children and their families over the 
years has been devastated by the earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate 
need of help. Now that we are several months into this, we want to share an update of 
where we are.  To date, we have received just over $30,000 to go to the hospital!  We are 
so thankful for your generosity and faithfulness! 
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give just $1 per 
week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic amount of financial help, 
but also hope that they are not alone. The money will be collected at the District Office 
and sent on to Haiti. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this is one 
way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can apart. Watch for more 
information to come! 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appoint-
ments (church and pastor): 
 

Week of October 6 
Continental Charge 
 Rev. Charles Schmunk 
Convoy 
 Rev. William Thomas Jr. 
Country Chapel 
 Monica Kleman 

Week of October 13 
Countryside Chapel 
 Rev. Laura Clark 
Crawford 
 Rev. Cynthia Morrison 
Cridersville 
 Rev. Mark Hollinger 

Week of October 20 
Defiance St. Paul’s 
 Rev. John Schlicher 
Delphos Trinity 
 Rev. Rich Rakay 
Dunkirk Grace 
 David Roy 

Week of October 27 
Edgerton 
 Rev. Susan Kronbach 
Edon 
 Rev. Douglas Widdowson 
Elida Immanuel 
 Randy Coleman 
 

 (Update) BY GEORGE! Campaign  (Update) 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2019 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

District 100% 

Ada Sugar Grove  
Alger First  
Antwerp  
Arcadia  
Benton Ridge Good 
Shepherd  
Bethel Forder Bridge 
Bryan Faith  
Carey Memorial  
Coldwater  
Continental Christ 
Countryside Chapel 
Crawford  
Edon  
Emmanuel  
Erastus  
Evansport  
Farmer  
Fort Recovery  
Gilboa  
Grover Hill Zion  
Hamilton Bethel  
Harpster  
Harrod  
Haviland Country 
Chapel  
Hepburn  
Hicksville Grace  
Houcktown 

John Stewart  
Kossuth Zion  
Lafayette  
Landfair  
Latty Friends  
Leipsic  
Liberty Chapel  
Marseilles  
Maysville    

On track with District Giving 

Ada First  
Allentown  
Ayersville  
Bethany Celina  
Bluffton First  
Bryan Wesley  
Cairo  
Chattanooga  
Columbus Grove Saint 
John  
Cridersville  
Cridersville Perry  
Defiance St Pauls  
Delphos Trinity  
East Mt Zion  
Elida Immanuel  
Elida St Paul  
First Van Wert  
Forest  
Grand Lake  
Grant  
Hicksville Trinity  
Howard  
Journey At Christ  
Kenton First  
Kingsley  
Mark Center  
Montpelier First  
Montpelier St Pauls 
Mt Cory  
Ney  
Oakdale  
Ottawa Trinity  
Pandora  
Pleasant Chapel  
Powell Memorial  
Pulaski  

 
We appreciate the faithful support of the NWP churches. Below is a report on those who are on target with their giving and those who have 

paid 100 percent of their District Apportionment.  Thank you!!!!! 
 
Please contact Kim Tumblin at ktumblin@wocumc.org if you have any questions. The information below is for offerings received in the 

NWP office and deposited on Wednesday, September 25, 2019. 

 

Blessings, 

Kim Tumblin 

Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

McComb  
Melbern  
Melrose  
Mercer  
Middle Creek  
Middle Point  
Mt Blanchard  
Mt Zion (Hardin)  
Mt Zion Celina  
New Hope Bethel  
New Knoxville  
North Creek  
Otterbein 

Patterson  
Paulding  
Paulding Mt Zion  
Payne St Paul  
Pleasant View  
Rawson New Hope 
Rhinehart  
Ridgeway  
Riley Creek  
Rockford  
Rockport  
Roundhead  
Salem (Wyandot)  
St Johns  
St Marks Lima  
St Marys Grace  
Stryker  
Trinity Evangelical 
Trinity Lima  
Twin Oaks 

Uniopolis  
Van Buren  
Vanlue Christ  
Vaughnsville    

Sherwood  
Spencerville Trinity 
St Andrews Findlay 
St Marks Findlay  
St Marys Wayne St 
St Pauls Findlay 

Trinity Van Wert  
Wesley Van Wert  
West Independence 
West Unity  
Zion Findlay  

Walnut Grove Auglaize-
Wapakoneta First  
Wapakoneta Sale  
Waynesfield  
Wesley Chapel  
Westminster  
Wharton  
Wharton Big Oak  
Williams Center Asbury 
Williams Center Calvary 
Willshire Union  
Zion (Elida)  

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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Mark Your Calendar! 
District Clergy Christmas Gathering 

 
Monday, December 2,2019 

Gathering 6:00 pm ~ Dinner 6:30 pm 
 

UNOH Event Center 
Crystal Room 

1450 N. Cable Rd. 
Lima, OH  45805 


