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I think we would all agree that 2020 has been a year like no other 

in our memories. There are the big issues that have had such a 

deep impact on life in so many ways, such as the Global Pan-

demic, our own Political divisiveness, and the realization once 

again that we are still struggling with racial inequality have all 

impacted us in so many different ways, and many others. Be-

cause of this we know that our lives have been disrupted, we 

have lost many people who have died, relationships have been 

strained, and congregations that have been declining but still sur-

viving are now struggling to remain sustainable. It is a different 

reality for us today than it was just one year ago. And we are ad-

mittedly struggling with coping with this new reality. 

 

But in the midst of this new reality, at the core of our faith is the promise that God 

is with us. And that fact alone should be able to help us focus on the abundance 

that we have in God instead of the scarcity of our own resources. With God, all 

things are possible! 

 

Secondly, those times I have felt the most unsettled have typically led to the times 

of the greatest innovation and creative in my own ministry. Of course, this has 

been and will continue to be an extremely challenging time, but there are opportu-

nities here for us to reach people in new ways for Jesus Christ! Admittedly, the 

church may never be what it once was, but I believe that we are in a period of 

reformation where the church is being reformed into what we are going to be-

come.  
 

 One example of this is the virtual, online ministry we have been thrust into. Back 

in March when we couldn’t meet in person for worship, many of our congrega-

tions were forced into leaping into virtual worship and ministry. What I am seeing 

is that now we must grow in our effectiveness so that we can reach people that we 

would never have seen in our sanctuaries, but we can reach online. Our confer-

ence staff just finished an online retreat session with Nona Jones who has written 

an excellent book entitled, “From Social Media to Social Ministry”. She is a pastor 

as well as works for Facebook in the area of faith-based partnerships. This is an 

excellent resource for those of us trying to navigate our way through these waters 

of change and new opportunities to reach people for Christ!  It doesn’t give us an 

easy answer for all our challenges, but it helps us frame our conversation and min-

istry and gives us a new way of thinking about our online ministry.  
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There are many other ways the church is being reformed: We must get over our mindset that the church is a loca-

tion because it was never meant to be thought of that way-the church is who we are not where we are; We must 

free ourselves from thinking of worship as a program that we present each week – it is a way to make disciples; We 

must wake up to the fact that our primary mission is not to keep our doors open – it is to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world. Oh, there are many, many more ways we must be re-formed, but the 

one thing I am absolutely certain of, and that is that God will be with us! 

 

Of course, we will look different 5 years from now, or even next year. But then I remember that whenever the Ho-

ly Spirit moves in and through us, we always end up looking different than when we began! 
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ly Spirit moves in and through us, we always end up looking different than when we began! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Note: 

 

Julie and I want to thank everyone who has sent notes, emails, cards, etc expressing that you have been praying for 

us as we grieve my mother’s death. She fought through a 10 year long journey through health problems and de-

mentia, so even though we grieve our loss, we are filled with thanksgiving that her battle is done and she is no 

longer limited by a body that was just wearing out. So, thank you for your prayers and many expressions of sup-

port in this time! 

 

Barry and Julie 
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Last week I attended a training session in which Dr. Douglas Powe the Director of 
the Lewis Center for Church Leadership spoke, he is also the author of The 
Adept Church. During the session he spoke to four predicted trends for churches 
coming out of the pandemic:  
 
• A decrease of 10-20% in person worship 
• Online worship will take on a secondary status for the individual church (not 
the people they are reaching outside of the local church) 
• Worship services within the local church will return to the exact same format 
as prior to the pandemic, seeing a loss of creativity that was employed during the 
pandemic 

• Churches will continue to make decisions in an echo chamber (where they talk among them-
selves but do not go out and talk to the people they want to invite in) 

 
Doesn’t sound very positive does it? Having heard people say, “I can’t wait until this is all over 
so we can get back to how we were in the church”, leads me to think he is right. But awareness 
is the first step of avoiding pitfalls. So many of our small churches have had to find new creative 
ways to reach their congregations and ways to reach out into the communities. Some of them 
are experiencing growth on-line they never thought possible. Or have neighbors listening to their 
drive-in worship services, who would previously never consider stepping into the church. These 
are too good of situations to let stop because we want to be comfortable and go back to how it 
has always been done before.  
 
Now is the time to look at what you have done differently, be aware of what is working well. 
Then take action to avoid the pitfall before you. You know what is coming, set in place a plan 
that will help you retain creativity, nimbleness, adaptability and yes, even change! 
In Christ, 

 
Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

 
 
 

 
 

Pastors… 
 

2020 Church/Charge Conferences are well on their 
way.  Please be sure you are taking the time and fill-
ing your forms out online.  Any questions, contact the 
District Office.  The instructions can be found in the 
Church/Charge Conference packet that was emailed 
to you mid-August 2020. 
 

Thank you! 
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The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the number 
of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to reach 
new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue 
Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at  
        bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at  
        lzuvers@gmail.com 

DISTRICT OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED  
FOR THE HOLIDAY 

NOVEMBER 26-27. RETURNING ON  
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 and the safety 
of everyone there will be no District Clergy 

Christmas Gathering this year! 
 

STAY SAFE! 
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of November 8 
Findlay Zion 
 Rev. Gay Blau 
Grand Lake 
 Rev. Mick Whistler 
 Rev. Matthew Overman 
 Rev. Diana Mendelson 
Grant 
 Rev. Cynthia Morrison 

Week of November 22 
Hepburn/Otterbein 
 Rev. Josh Sheppard 
Hicksville Grace 
 Rev. Susan Kronbach 
Hicksville Trinity/Mark Center 
 Rev.  James Spears 
 

Week of November 29 
Houcktown/Mt. Zion 
 Rev. Alphonse Schnipke 
Hume 
 Richard Lamb 
Kenton: Epworth 
 Rev. Steve Walter 
 
 

Week of November 15 
Grover Hill 
 Rev. Michael Waldron 
Harpster 
 Rev. Soo-Hea Park 
Harrod/Maysville 
 Rev. Charles Fuerstenau 

NWP CHARGE CONFERENCE  
Is well on it’s way 

 
Important dates to remember: 

 
September 15 - If you have not notified the district office yet please do 

so and provide you conference date, time, and Presiding Elder 
November 23 —  By this date, all charges conferences need to be com-

pleted 
December 4 — By this date, online data entry must be submitted into 

the system 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2020 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

 

Ada First UMC 
Ada Sugar Grove UMC 
Alger First UMC 
Antwerp UMC 
Arcadia UMC 
Benton Ridge Good 
Shepherd UMC 
Bethany Celina UMC 
Bryan Faith UMC 
Carey Memorial UMC 
Chattanooga UMC 
Coldwater UMC 
Continental Christ UMC 
Countryside Chapel 
UMC 
Crawford UMC 
Cridersville Perry UMC 
Dunkirk Grace UMC 
Edgerton UMC 
Elida Immanuel UMC 
Elida St Paul UMC 
Elida Zion UMC 
Emanuel UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Family of Faith UMC 
Farmer UMC 
Findlay Zion UMC 
Fort Recovery UMC 
Gilboa UMC 
Grant UMC 
Grover Hill Zion UMC 
Hamilton Bethel UMC 
Harpster UMC 
Harrod UMC 
Haviland Country Chap-
el UMC 

Northwest Plains Churches thank you for your faithfulness in your connectional giving. Above are the churches 
which are “on target” and those who have paid 100% of their district apportionments through October 28th.  Please 
contact us if you have any questions. 
 

Blessings, 
 
Kim Tumblin 
Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Rawson New Hope 
UMC 
Rhinehart UMC 
Ridgeway UMC 
Riley Creek UMC 
Rockford UMC 
Rockport UMC 
Roundhead UMC 
Salem UMC (Wyandot) 
Sherwood UMC 
St Johns UMC 
St Marys Grace UMC 
Stryker UMC 
Trinity Evangelical 
UMC 
Twin Oaks UMC 
Uniopolis UMC 
Van Buren UMC 
Vanlue Christ UMC 
Vaughnsville Communi-
ty UMC 
Walnut Grove 
(Auglaize) UMC 
Wapakoneta First UMC 
Wapakoneta Salem 
UMC 
Waynesfield UMC 
Wesley Chapel UMC 
Westminster UMC 
Wharton UMC 
Williams Center Asbury 
UMC 
Williams Center Calvary 
UMC 
Willshire Union UMC 

Mt Blanchard UMC 
Mt Cory UMC 
Oakdale UMC 
Ottawa Trinity UMC 
Powell Memorial UMC 
Pulaski UMC 
Spencerville Trinity 
UMC 
St Marys Wayne St 
UMC 
Van Wert First UMC 
Van Wert Trinity UMC 
Van Wert Wesley 
UMC 
West Independence 
UMC 
West Unity UMC  

 

Paid 100% of their  

2020 District Apportionments 

On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

Hepburn UMC 
Hicksville Grace UMC 
Houcktown UMC 
John Stewart UMC 
Kingsley UMC 
Lafayette First UMC 
Landfair UMC 
Leipsic UMC 
Lima Forest Park UMC 
Lima Trinity UMC 
Mark Center UMC 
Marseilles UMC 
Maysville UMC 
McComb UMC 
Melbern UMC 
Melrose UMC 
Mercer UMC 
Middle Creek UMC 
Middle Point UMC 
Mt Zion (Hancock Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion (Hardin Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion (Paulding Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion Celina UMC 
New Hope Bethel UMC 
New Knoxville UMC 
Ney UMC 
North Creek UMC 
Otterbein UMC 
Paulding UMC 
Payne St Paul UMC 
Pleasant Chapel UMC 
Pleasant View (Mt Cory) 
UMC 

Allentown UMC 
Arlington UMC 
Ayersville UMC 
Bluffton First UMC 
Bryan Wesley UMC 
Cairo UMC Bath merged 
Columbus Grove St John 
UMC 
Cridersville UMC 
Defiance St Pauls UMC 
Defiance Trinity UMC 
Delphos Trinity UMC 
East Mt Zion UMC 
Edon UMC 
Findlay Howard UMC 
Findlay Journey At Christ 
Church 
Findlay St Andrew's 
UMC 
Findlay St Marks UMC 
Findlay St Paul's UMC 
Forest UMC 
Grand Lake UMC 
Hicksville Trinity UMC 
Kenton First UMC 
Latty Friends 
Lima St Marks UMC 
Montpelier First UMC 
Montpelier St Paul's 

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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For those affected—Zoom links will be sent out via email 

SPRC TRAINING 
VIA ZOOM 

7:00 – 8:00 PM 
 

NOVEMBER 2 – PUTNAM COUNTY 
NOVEMBER 4 – VAN WERT COUNTY 
NOVEMBER 9 – WILLIAMS COUNTY 
NOVEMBER 11 - WYANDOT COUNTY 
NOVEMBER 12 – DEFIANCE COUNTY 
NOVEMBER 16 – HANCOCK COUNTY 

 


