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Dear Friends, 
 

With so much focus on the problems and challenges the Christian 
Church in general, and specifically the United Methodist Church, 
are facing, I want to be sure to highlight the many things we have 
to be thankful for as well. I am not ignoring the challenges, for they 
are very real, but I don’t want to lose sight of what God is still  
doing in our midst. As I go around for Charge Conferences, worship 
services, meetings with (S)PPRC’s and other leaders, meetings with 
pastors, and reading my emails, I am realizing that there are many 
examples of congregations that are still focused on our mission, “…
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world… A world of justice, love, and peace, filled with people growing in the likeness of 
Jesus Christ.” 
 

Here are a few of the things I am seeing and hearing of, that I am thankful for: 
 

• We have several congregations that are stepping out to minister to those who are 
currently incarcerated, and those who are re-entering society after being incarcer-
ated. 

• We have numerous congregations that are actively working to reach out to those 
who are caught in the cycle of addictions. 

• There are many ministries across the NWP District that are addressing issues of 
hunger and nutrition in different ways. 

• The response to the enormous needs brought about by all the hurricanes, floods, 
fires, earthquakes, and other disasters has been beyond generous. 

• There are several congregations that are “bucking the trends” and are growing in 
worship attendance. 

• I am seeing more leaders in our congregations who are asking for help in helping 
them take a new look at what their reality actually is, and what they can do to 
change their future. (I am very happy to have these conversations, but they are 
difficult and there are no quick answers, no magic pills.) 

• There are a few places where I am seeing an intentional effort to reach across the 
divides that exist in our culture to reach those who may be different from us. 

• There is a renewed commitment to prayer in numerous congregations. 
• There are still individuals who are seeking how to answer their call to ministry. 
 

With all the attention that is being given to what separates us, it is sometimes easy to 
overlook the simple fact that God is still moving among us. I do not believe for a  
moment that God is done with us yet, and our purpose remains unchanged! May we 
remain focused on what God calls us to do and to be! 
 

I give thanks to God for each of you, and I continue to pray for the congregations and 
leaders throughout the Northwest Plains District as we step faithfully into the future 
where God is leading us! 
 

Peace! 

 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 

 

 

Northwest Plains District 
United Methodist Church 

 

910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH 45875 

 

Telephone: 
 419.523.9901  800.589.7828  

 

FAX 419.523.3479 
 

E-mail:  
nwplains@wocumc.org  

 
Website: 

www.northwestplainsdistrict.org 

mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org


Friends, 
 

Last week in Bible Study we talked about being created in the image of God. How the 

way in which we live, the words we speak, the actions we do are to reflect the trans-

formation in our lives that result as being followers of Jesus Christ. We discussed a 

quote from Dr. M. Robert Mulholland in which he wrote, “Union with God results in 

our being a person through whom God’s presence touches the world with forgiving, 

cleansing, healing, liberating and transforming grace.” I can’t begin to tell you how 

much I like this quote, it leads me to reflect on my own life, words spoken, and actions 

taken. It leads me to wonder how differently people would react when they disagree, 

are angry, hurt, or frightened. What would happen if they turned to God first before 

reaching for a gun, words that wound, or fists that beat. I think we all know the world 

would be a better place, right? That’s a no brainer.  But why then…? 

Lord, may your transforming touch reach down into our souls, draw us near to you.  

Holy Spirit work within us and through us. May we be agents, as individuals and as Christ’s body for God’s 

presence to touch the world with forgiving, cleansing, healing, liberating and transforming grace.  
 

Blessings, 

Lynda 
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Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

 

 

Volunteers in Mission 

Feeling called to Lead a Team? 
Come and learn how to organize and lead a mission team in Ohio, 
the United States or around the world. Join experienced team 
leaders to learn skills and information for planning and leading a 
mission team. This training will also look at the role of the Spiritu-
al Guide and provide practical resources for nurturing the spiritu-
al life of team members. When engaged in mission, it is important 
to intentionally use the serving experience as a tool for spiritual 
formation. This training will equip you to lead others in mission 
where you will see and experience the abundant miracles of 
God’s love.  
 

Team Leader Training: 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 - 9:00AM-4:00PM 
Marion Epworth UMC 249 E. Center Street Marion, OH  
Trainers: Keith Luke & David Hoffman 
Cost: $35 includes lunch, supplies and background screening 
 
 

 visit www.westohioumc.org/VIM 

 Please contact: Kris Shoaf, 800.437.0028;  

kshoaf@wocumc.org. 

kshoaf@wocumc.org  

Phase II  

Flood Bucket  

Collection Begins 
 

The West Ohio Conference Disaster  
Response Coordinator has been working 
diligently to plan this second phase of 
transporting flood buckets to hurricane 
survivors in the south. 
 

They have been in conversation with the 
UMCOR Midwest Distribution Center in 
Chatham, IL.  The Distribution Center 
has graciously agreed to pay for the cost 
of the truck rental and gas to transport 
the buckets to Illinois.  
 

The West Ohio Conference Center will 
be the drop off location for this phase.  
 

Collection dates:     
November 13–15 (Mon.–Wed.) 
 

Collection times: 11am–7pm 
 

Address: 
32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington, Ohio 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 

http://www.westohioumc.org/VIM
mailto:kshoaf@wocumc.org
mailto:kshoaf@wocumc.org
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The Power of One: Inspiration Leads to 
an Upwelling of Good Works 
 

By Steven Coburn-Griffis, Sentinal Editor 
 

What began as a single act of good will and compassion for one Pan-
dora woman has grown into  an enduring program of generosity and 
kindness, fostered by a church and a community.  On Sunday, Octo-
ber 22, parishioners at Pandora United Methodist church gave praise, 
thanks, and a well-deserved pat on the back to Rev. Carolyn Scott and 
themselves for their efforts to help the homeless by providing, to 
date, 500 sleeping bags to the forgotten. 
 

“Carolyn came to me with an idea and a burden,” said Rev. Duane  
Kemerley, pastor for the Pandora and Riley Creek United Methodist 
Churches.  “They had made a trip to Washington D.C. and encoun-
tered a number of homeless people her grandchildren asked about.  
That just weighed on Carolyn’s heart. What can one  
person do? Or even one church or one group of people?” 
 

Rev. Kemerley went on to describe how Carolyn’s concern for the men and women living on the street in the nation’s capitol 
and around the world, particularly in times of cold, translated into inspiration.  “The inspiration of sleeping bags, the high 
quality sub-zero kind, she shared that,” Rev. Kemerley said. 
 

What began as a single act of kindness on Carolyn’s part—the purchase of one sleeping bag to provide comfort to one 
homeless person—blossomed into hundreds of acts of kindness for hundreds of disenfranchised men and women, made 
possible through a network of caring individuals at the church and a partnership with Dunham Sports. 
 

“We’re here to celebrate today because we are hitting a milestone: our 500th sleeping bag,” Carolyn’s husband, Rev. Harry 
Scott, told those assembled.  “Five hundred of those have been made possible by a lot of people.” 
 

Through that outpouring of compassion, aid has been sent and shared in Toledo, Columbus, Lima, Findlay and here in Put-
nam County. 
 

Along with each sleeping bag, an additional gift is also presented: a packet that includes hygiene items and, most important-
ly for Carolyn, a new pair of socks.  
 

“We had word that there was a Viet Nam vet living in one of the tent cities in Lima and they found him crawling out because 
he feet were frozen,” Carolyn shared. “So the reason for the hygiene bags, and there’s always a pair of new socks in there, is 
so that we won’t have anybody else crawling out when we could help keep them warm.” 
 

We are not done,” Harry said. “We’ve already ordered the ones beyond 500. So there’s more work to be done; we will con-
tinue on.  But a great, big thank you to each and every one.” 
 

In fact, Caprice Cheney, a representative of Dunham Sports invited to the celebration, brought a sleeping bag with her, an-
other donation to a continuing story of compassion and outreach and ultimate redemption. 
 

Then the King will reply to them, “I assure you, when you have done it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you have done it for me.”  -Matthew 25:40 

 
Pastors and Worship Leaders 
Our Northwest Plains District is rich in worship musicians, from singers and pianists 

to choirs and bands. As a district, we want to recognize your ministry leaders and use 

their talents more frequently at our district or regional events. To aid this, please take the 

time to complete the survey, linked below, providing information about your congrega-

tion's musicians and group, as well as any talents you yourself possess. We look forward 

to celebrating your ministries and partnering with your leaders often.   

Take the survey by clicking here  https://goo.gl/forms/GgPGMljQy3Hhhylt2. 

 

Celebrating the distribution of the 500th sleeping bag to 
the homeless, Pastor Duane Kemerley,  Rev. Harry Scott, 
Rev. Carolyn Scott, and Caprice Cheney, a Representative 
of Dunham Sports.  
(Photo by Putnam Sentinel/Steve Coburn-Griffis) 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgoo.gl%2Fforms%2FGgPGMljQy3Hhhylt2&data=02%7C01%7Cdeblee%40wocumc.org%7Cdf3542a517e64a0e7d7408d4df3a7be1%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636378889668890798&sdata=nKt%2BEkGgZVYveBEmZ
https://goo.gl/forms/GgPGMljQy3Hhhylt2
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Caring Points Churches invite our fellow UM churches to a Lunch & 
Learn on Reentry Pathways for Returning Neighbors on November 16th 
from 12:00 – 2:00pm at the new Leipsic Community Center, 102 East 
Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.  
 

Come meet and learn about Putnam and Henry County churches and 
community organizations serving men, women, children, or families who have been affected by incarcer-
ation. None of us alone can provide everything needed for people to become purposeful Christ-followers 
and productive citizens but together we can create safer and successful pathways for our returning 
neighbors and their families. Come have a free lunch on us and:   
 

• Network with other organizations, individuals, and faith communities who work with the formerly  
       incarcerated and their families. 

• Learn about the reentry efforts going on in our own backyard -- including the new Leipsic Community 

       Center -- and how we can engage each other to change the debilitating dynamics of incarceration and 
       re-incarceration. 
 

Learn how our Caring Points Churches can be a resource of hope and help for your church’s walk with 
people during an incarceration and reentry experience.  
No cost to you, but reservations are requested. Let us know how many will be coming from your group 
when you sign up through The Caring Points Churches by calling 419-943-3556.  Please register by Novem-
ber 10th.   
 

Questions? Contact Kathy Kaufman at kathybeutler1962@gmail.com. 
 

This is an open invitation to anyone working with reentry, so please share it with others.  Come early for a 
tour of the new Leipsic Community Center. Tours start at 11:30am.      
 

We look forward to seeing you on November 16th! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

District Leadership Training Day 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 

8:30am—12:30pm 

Location to be determined. 

 

Watch for more details. 

mailto:kathybeutler1962@gmail.com
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Allen Luncheon             11:30am  7          Old Barn Out Back, Lima 
Auglaize Breakfast 8:30am  1          RJ’s Coffey Cup, Wapakoneta 

Defiance Luncheon       11:30am   2          Sherwood UMC , Sherwood 

     Hancock Breakfast           8:30am   7             Scrambler Marie’s Findlay 
     Hardin Breakfast               9:00am     16                  Henry’s, Kenton 
     Mercer Luncheon           11:30am        1             Orchard Tree, Celina 

     Paulding Luncheon         11:30am  15            Fiesta Habaneros, Paulding 

     Putnam Breakfast            8:30am 21                     Henry’s, Ottawa 

                                              Van Wert Breakfast        8:30am 15                     Van Wert Hospital Cafeteria  
                                                                                            (conference room left corner of eating area – near the vending machines) 
     Williams Breakfast         8:30am   2             Four Seasons, Bryan 

     Wyandot Luncheon   11:30 am 16                     East of Chicago Pizza, Upper Sandusky 

 
 

2018 Conference Health Insurance Meetings 
 

The Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits has set details for the 2018 Active 
and Retiree Health Insurance Plans. 
 

There are changes from the 2017 plan that you will want and need to know about. Plan to 
attend one of the meetings listed below so you can learn how the changes will impact you. 
The agenda for each meeting is the same so attend whichever date best fits your schedule.  
 

To lessen your travel time and make the meetings more accessible, we are holding one meeting in each of our eight 
districts and providing a light lunch.  
 

The Active portion of the meeting, for those of you enrolled in Aetna, will begin at 10:30 am and last an hour or so. 
Aetna, Credit Union, USI, and Conference staff will be available to answer questions specific to your circumstances 
after each meeting.  
  
The Retiree meeting, for those of you enrolled in Humana, will begin at 1:00 pm and conclude about 2:00,  

depending on questions. 
 

Date  Day  District   Location 
 

October 31 Tuesday Capital Area South First UMC Newark, 88 N. 5th St., Newark, OH  
 

November 2 Thursday Shawnee Valley  Waverly Grace UMC, 104 S. High St., Waverly, OH 
 

November 7 Tuesday Ohio River Valley Anderson Hills UMC, 7515 Forest Rd., Cincinnati, OH  
 

November 16 Thursday Maumee Watershed Bowling Green First, 1526 Wooster St.,  Bowling Green, OH  
 

November 27 Monday Northwest Plains Shawnee UMC, 2600 Zurmehly Rd., Lima, OH 
 

November 29 Wednesday Foothills  The Plains UMC, 3 N. Plains Rd., The Plains, OH 
 

November 30 Thursday Miami Valley  Christ Church Kettering, 3440 Shroyer Rd., Kettering, OH 
 

December 5 Tuesday Capital Area North Conference Center, 32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington, OH 

 
 

 

County Breakfasts & Luncheons for Clergy 
 

            County                               Time             November            Location 
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The season of giving is nearly upon us and that means it’s almost time for UMC #GivingTuesday. 
 
On November 28, you will have the opportunity to once again “Connect Your Passion with God’s  
Mission” to address the needs in the world today. 
 
Last year, you were one of nearly 2,550 donors from 19 countries who donated more than $850,000 
through The Advance to support mission and ministries around the world. Thank you for your faith-
ful giving.  
 
Your generosity illustrates the true meaning of the season. We hope you’ll join with us once again to 
change even more lives on UMC  #GivingTuesday 2017.  
 
To help you get involved and spread the message of generosity, we’ve created a host of  
#GivingTuesday resources. You will find the answers to frequently asked questions, tips for using  
social media and creative ways to foster the giving spirit.  
 
What project or missionary will you support this year? Through The Advance, you can choose from 
more than 300 United Methodist missionaries and 600 United Methodist-related projects worldwide. 
From disaster relief to feeding the hungry to improving the quality of life of women and children 
around the world, you are sure to find a project that feeds your passion. 
 
As always, 100 percent of your gift to The Advance goes directly to the project of your choice. 
 
Our #GivingTuesday toolkit also offers ways to get friends and family involved, including asking them 
to make an early Christmas gift in your honor to your favorite Advance project or missionary on  
November 28. You also can make a gift in honor of those on your Christmas list.  
 
This Advent, continue to “Connect Your Passion with God’s Mission” through The Advance at 
www.UMCmission.org/give.  
 
Download your UMC #GivingTuesday resources today. 
 
 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgbgm.convio.net%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DFnyAOzBqSnq3TmRBSad7rg&data=02%7C01%7Cnwplains%40wocumc.org%7C0dbd1e336c53420a681a08d51a6a4572%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636443966109748315&sda
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgbgm.convio.net%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DcxklVVU4oUQ2p2uuVub9sw&data=02%7C01%7Cnwplains%40wocumc.org%7C0dbd1e336c53420a681a08d51a6a4572%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636443966109748315&sda
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgbgm.convio.net%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3Dupn4YjVREzMi7ZaHMdzO5w&data=02%7C01%7Cnwplains%40wocumc.org%7C0dbd1e336c53420a681a08d51a6a4572%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636443966109748315&sda
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgbgm.convio.net%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DmbGGqpSEcJDxBGF0BSB7rg&data=02%7C01%7Cnwplains%40wocumc.org%7C0dbd1e336c53420a681a08d51a6a4572%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636443966109748315&sda
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgbgm.convio.net%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DLFvW9HDDc6y4jQXSLtbskg&data=02%7C01%7Cnwplains%40wocumc.org%7C0dbd1e336c53420a681a08d51a6a4572%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C636443966109748315&sda
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Alger First 
Chattanooga 
Continental United 
Crawford 
Findlay East Mt. Zion 
Elida Zion 
Erastus 
Fort Recovery 
Grant 
Grover Hill Zion 
Hepburn 
Houcktown 
Kenton First 
Kossuth Zion 
Landfair 
Leipsic 
Lima Forest Park 
 
 

100% Conference Apportionments 

100% District Apportionments On track with District giving  
(83% or more as of 10/30/17) 

On track with Conference giving (83% or more as of 10/30/17) 

   2017 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

Mercer 
Middle Point 
Mt. Zion (Hardin Co.) 
New Knoxville 
Ney 
Otterbein 
Ridgeway 
Riley Creek 
Roundhead 
Salem Cass 
St. Johns (Aug. Co.) 
Twin Oaks 
Uniopolis 
Van Buren 
Vanlue Christ 
Westminster 
Wharton 
Wharton Big Oak 
Willshire Union 

Ada First 
Arcadia 
Elida Immanuel 
Elida St. Paul 
Evansport 
Farmer 
Findlay Journey at Christ 
 

Friends 
Grand Lake 
Montpelier St. Paul’s 
Oakdale 
Ohio City 
Rockport 
 
 

Salem (Wyandot Co.) 

St. Marys Grace 
St. Marys Wayne Street 
Van Wert Bethel 
Van Wert First 
Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 
Williams Center Asbury 
Williams Center Calvary 

Ada First 
Alger First 
Allentown 
Antwerp 
Arcadia 
Bryan Faith 
Carey Memorial 
Celina Mt. Zion 
Chattanooga 
Continental Christ 
Continental United 
Convoy 
Country Chapel 
Countryside Chapel 
Crawford 
Delphos St. Paul 
Dunkirk Grace 
Edon 
Elida Immanuel 
Elida St. Paul 
Elida Zion 
Erastus 
Farmer 
Findlay East Mt. Zion 
 

Melrose 
Mendon 
Mercer 
Middle Creek 
Middle Point 
Mt. Blanchard 
Mt. Zion (Hancock Co.) 

Mt. Zion (Hardin Co.) 
Mt. Zion (Paulding Co.) 

New  Hope Bethel 
New Knoxville 
Ney 
North Creek 
North Union 
Ohio City 
Otterbein 
Patterson 
Payne St. Paul 
Perry 
Pleasant Chapel 
Pleasant View 
Rawson New Hope 
Rhinehart 
Ridgeway 
Riley Creek 
 

Ayersville 
Bryan Wesley 
Delphos Trinity 
Evansport 
Findlay Howard 
Findlay Journey at Christ 
Findlay St. Marks 
Findlay St. Paul’s 
Findlay Zion 
Hicksville Trinity 
Lima St. Mark’s 
Mark Center 
Montpelier St. Paul’s 
Mt. Cory 
Oakdale 
Ottawa Trinity 
Paulding 
Shawnee 
St. Marys Wayne Street 
Van Wert Bethel 
Van Wert Wesley 
Walnut Grove (Hardin Co.) 
West Independence 
 

Rockport 
Roundhead 
Salem (Wyandot Co.) 
Salem Cass 
Sherwood 
St. Johns (Aug. Co.)  
St. Marys Grace 
Trinity Evangelical 
Twin Oaks 
Uniopolis 
Van Buren 
Van Wert First 
Vanlue Christ 
Vaughnsville Community 
Walnut Grove (Auglaize Co.) 
Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 
Wesley Chapel 
Westminster 
Wharton 
Wharton Big Oak 
Wms Center Asbury 
Wms Center Calvary 
Willshire Union 

Fort Recovery 
Friends 
Gilboa 
Grant 
Grover Hill Zion 
Hamilton Bethel 
Harpster 
Harrod 
Hepburn 
Houcktown 
Hume 
Kenton First 
Kingsley 
Kossuth Zion 
Lafayette First 
Landfair 
Leipsic 
Liberty Chapel 
Lima Family of Faith 

Lima Forest Park 
Lima Trinity 
Marseilles 
Maysville 
McComb 
Melbern 
 
 

http://tiny.cc/d59hoy 

http://www.umcgiving.org/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWmpObU9HUmpOMkl5WVRreiIsInQiOiJheVJSTFBwTmdCcFZ5RFlwMEhtZHVGZWRueHZ4YmJPWG84TGdvTXpDQWllc1YydkVoNjdiMGN5VzR3QTk5UHM1dVd4TmE3anZDNkV3UlFrUnNMYTY5RXRUUTlEYlN3bTdJalJOYXRRSkdhNFwvSDNqVnZJVnVNNkN1bHVDMDZkRU4ifQ%3D%3D
http://tiny.cc/d59hoy
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THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
910 E THIRD ST 
OTTAWA  OH  45875 
 
Return Service Requested 

 

 A Holiday Celebration 
  Clergy and Spouse/Guest Christmas Dinner 

 

Monday, December 4, 2017 

Gather at 6:00pm—Dinner at 6:30pm 

The Leipsic Community Center Gymnasium 

120 E. Main St., Leipsic, OH 

 Invitations were mailed on October 19th. 
 

 If you did not receive your invitation please 
phone the district office. 

 

 Please RSVP before November 21st. 
 

 Dinner catered by Lock Sixteen Catering Service. 
 

 Financial assistance is available for child care. 


