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 Dear Friends, 

 

Now that Julie and I are working through our transition to Maumee, 

we are sorting and packing. Now, any pastor who has been in itinerant 

ministry for any length of time knows this process well. One of the 

good things about this process is that it forces us to go through our 

stuff and decide if it is worth moving or not. Things that were useful 

and valuable when we bought it, or were gifted with it, now don’t 

seem to be valuable enough to move. And so, we can sort and purge. 

 

It can be said that as we come out of the pandemic that our churches 

are faced with the same type of decisions. As we figure out how to 

come back from the pandemic, we have to seriously consider what we 

need to start back up and what we need to never start back up. As our 

lives have been so dramatically altered over this past year, we must realize that so much 

has changed. As leaders in the church, we must be willing to reflect on then act on an es-

sential question. What is essential for us to start back up for us to achieve our mission?  

 

Not everything we were doing before the pandemic was essential to our mission. Every-

one of our churches were spending a lot of resources (time, people, and financial) on 

things that didn’t further our mission. We did them because we always did them before, 

or because it made us feel good, or maybe it made us feel good to be busy, but they didn’t 

move us towards fulfilling our purpose. Doing something because we have always done it 

that way is not a valid reason for continuing to do it today! 

 

So, I challenge you to spend time talking about how do we best fulfill our purpose, and 

where do we use our limited resources best to do what Christ has called us to do? Don’t 

just fill up the church calendar with busyness that doesn’t accomplish anything. Don’t just 

assume that we need to do everything we were doing before the pandemic hit. As painful 

as this time has been, it also gives to us a different perspective, and provides the same op-

portunity we have when we move households.  Julie and I are asking, is this worth us 

packing and moving? Likewise, we need to be asking in our congregations, is this practice, 

habit, meeting, (you fill in the blank) worth us starting back up again as we come out of 

the pandemic? 

 

I know this has been a terribly difficult time for pastors, leaders, and us all. I have been 

and will continue to keep you all in my prayers. May you each find ways to nurture your 

souls as we discern our path forward in this anxious time! And may we be patient with 

each other! 

 

Peace! 

 
 
 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 

 

Northwest Plains District 
United Methodist Church 

 

910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH 45875 

 

Telephone: 
 419.523.9901  800.589.7828  

 

FAX 419.523.3479 
 

E-mail:  
nwplains@wocumc.org  

 
Website: 

www.northwestplainsdistrict.org 

mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
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Registration Open for 2021 Virtual Annual Conference  

The 52nd session of the West Ohio Annual Conference will be held virtually via Zoom Webinar. Regis-
tration is now open. 
  
The theme of Annual Conference is “Run the Race with Perseverance” based on the scripture Hebrews 
12:1-2. 
  
 
The dates and times are: 
·     Sunday, June 6, 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm and 
·     Monday, June 7, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm. 
  
Registration is required for clergy and lay members of the Annual Conference. Registration is now 
open and will end at May 5 at 5:00 pm.  
  
As part of the registration process you will be able to select if you would like to receive the Book of Re-
ports electronically or a printed copy by mail.  
  
There will be three training/practice sessions that you will be able to choose to participate in during reg-
istration. The sessions are scheduled for 90 minutes each and are: 
  
·     May 13 at 9:00 am 
·     May 18 at 12:00 pm 
·     May 26 at 6:00 pm 
  
Information sessions will be held virtually prior to Annual Conference so you will have the opportunity 
to learn more about the recommendations before conference. Dates and times for these sessions will 
be announced soon.  
  
If you are a Clergy member and unable to participate, you must seek permission from the Annual Con-
ference Secretary Rev. Amy Haines to be excused. You can make your request online by clicking 
here. 
  
If you are unable to fulfill your role as Lay Member to Annual Conference representing a local church, 
you should contact your pastor. Lay Members At Large should contact their district office.  REGISTER 
HERE  

https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/event/2021-virtual-annual-conference
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2021ClergyRequestToBeExcused
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2021ClergyRequestToBeExcused
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/district-offices
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/event/2021-virtual-annual-conference
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/event/2021-virtual-annual-conference
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Bishop Palmer's  
Leadership Clinic features  

Bishop Michael Curry  
"Leadership and the Dangerous Liberation of Love" 

Tuesday May 18th 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
 
 
Bishop Palmer is excited to announce his next Leadership Clinic guest, Bishop Michael Curry, on May 18, 10:00 am - 12:00 
pm EST. The Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry is Presiding Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church. He is the Chief Pastor 
and serves as President and Chief Executive Officer, and as Chair of the Executive Council of The Episcopal Church. Join us 
for his teaching titled, “Leadership and the Dangerous Liberation of Love.” Following Bishop Curry’s teaching, he will be 
interviewed by Bishop Palmer, and will be available for LIVE Q&A from participants. 
 
Throughout his ministry, Presiding Bishop Curry has been active in issues of social justice. He maintains a national preaching 
and teaching ministry, having been featured on The Protestant Hour and as a frequent speaker at churches, cathedrals, con-
ferences, and television news channels around the country and internationally. He has authored five books and numerous 
publications including columns for the Huffington Post and the Baltimore Times. Bishop Curry's latest book: Love is the 
Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times was released in 2020. In 2018, Bishop Curry gained global attention as he 
preached an unforgettable message of love at the Royal Wedding of Prince Harry and Ms. Megan Markle. 

  
The first 250 people to register for this Clinic will receive a free copy of the book Love is the Way. Information will be in 
your registration confirmation email. If you do not receive a confirmation email, please email Al-
lyssa: agraves@wocumc.org.   REGISTER HERE 

This morning I hear the roar of fighter jet engines flying overhead. Thankfully they are 
not responding to a crisis or flying off to war. Ottawa is in the flight path of practice runs 
made from Wright Patterson to Kalida, using the St. John’s Catholic church steeple as a 
landmark. Have you ever noticed how much we use landmarks in navigation, just try giv-
ing directions without them! Maybe that’s just me but I doubt it since the guy fixing my 
computer told me how to get to his shop, “across the street from Lee’s Chicken at the 
bend in the road” – I knew exactly where he meant.  
 
Can you imagine what would happen if all our landmarks were taken away, how disori-
ented we would feel? Maybe you don’t have to imagine, with all the change that has tak-
en place in this last year maybe some of your landmarks have gone or disappeared. 
Some of mine have, which makes me thankful for my faith in God. My constant land-

mark, my ultimate destination, my navigation system, with Christ in my life I am never lost, sometimes a 
little disoriented but that’s on me. You too? 
 
Knowing this, why then do we as Christians have so much trouble attending to our relationship with God, 
maintaining Christian disciplines (prayer, being in the Word, study, communion, worship, sabbath, ect.) 
and sharing our faith? Our world, our nation and our communities are in need of some good landmarks, 
what is stopping you from being one of them? And if you are, keep up the good work! 

In Christ,  
 

Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

mailto:agraves@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?id=1760&reset=1
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The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the number 
of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to reach 
new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue 
Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at  
        bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at  
        lzuvers@gmail.com 

The NWP District is in need of At-Large members 
  
We are looking for leaders who have been active participants in their congregation and who are spiritually
-minded. Applicants must be committed people who love Christ, others and in particular the United Meth-
odist Church. The decisions made regarding recommendations and the election of delegates to General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences are crucial to our future together. If you sign up to be an At-Large member 
then it is expected that you will attend the 2021 Virtual West Ohio Annual Conference barring some un-
foreseen emergency.  
  
If you would like to be an At-Large member for this year's virtual annual conference and have not served 
in this capacity before, please email or call the NWP District office at 419-523-9901 or 
lmoore@wocumc.org 
 
If you served last year and would like to do so again this year, send an email to lmoore@wocumc.org 
 
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact the district office at  the information provided 
above. 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Sunday, May 23, 2021 at 4:00 pm 

The Northwest Plains District 2021 Spring Conference will be 
held virtually on Sunday, May 23, 2021 at 4:00 pm via Zoom.    
  
We will be caring for the business of the District, including elec-
tions of officers, recognizing both our outgoing and new pas-
tors, along with a preview of Annual Conference including rec-
ommendations.  Any clergy or lay member of the District is eligi-
ble to participate in the District Conference.  There will be an 
email with a zoom link attached sent out closer to the event to 
all the pastors, lay leaders, lay delegates, and at-large members. 
No registration required. 
 

Thank you! 
 

NWP District Staff 

Northwest plains  

District spring conference 



     Hello, West Ohio ERT's! 
 
 

Following last week's flooding in southern Ohio, volunteers are needed for muck-
outs and other recovery projects.  
 
If you and/or your ERT team is ready to serve, you can be in touch with: 
 

• Mike Boster, Lawrence County EMA, at 740-533-4375 

• Gary Stabler, Shawnee Valley District, at 740-384-3328 

• Rev. Anthony Thomas, New Hope UMC, for housing needs at 419-708-1607  
 
If you have questions, feel free to email me at mgrace@wocumc.org. 
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took 
your walk in another community, if you took another three-day 
retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual 

Director , bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of May 2 
Upper River Ministries 
 Rev. Johnny Phillips 
 Rev. Doug Pummell 
 Rev. Betsy Bowen 
Van Buren 
 Rev. Kelly Sterling 
Van Wert First 
 Rev. Chris Farmer 

Week of May 16 
Walnut Grove  
 Rev. Doug Flinn 
Wapakoneta First 
 Rev. Josh Tissot 
 Brian Vernon 
Wapakoneta Salem 
 Rev. Lynda Lockwood 

Week of May 23 
Waynesfield/Perry 
 Rev. Greg Wack 
West Independence 
 Rev. Ben Wallick 
Westminister 
 Rev. David Burkhart 

Week of May 9 
Van Wert Trinity 
 Rev. David To 
Van Wert Wesley 
 Rev. Laura Clark 
Vaughnsville Community 
 Rev. Thomas Brown 

Week of May 30 
West Unity 
 Rev. Mark Vincent 
Wharton: Big Oak 
 Harry Launder 
Williams Center Charge 
 Rev. Thomas Graves 

mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com


May 2021  Northwest Plains Compass                                     Page 7 

 
 

 

  

Conference Giving 
 

2021 CONNECTIONAL GIVING 

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD  

Arcadia UMC 
Benton Ridge Good Shepherd UMC 
Bluffton Trinity UMC 
Cairo UMC 
Celina Mt Zion UMC 
Chattanooga UMC 
Country Chapel UMC 
Countryside Chapel UMC 
Dunkirk Grace UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Farmer UMC 
Findlay Zion UMC 
Gilboa UMC 
Grover Hill Zion UMC 
Harrod UMC 
Hepburn UMC 
Houcktown UMC 
Landfair UMC 
Leipsic UMC 
Maysville UMC 
Melbern UMC 
Melrose UMC 
Mercer UMC 
Middle Creek UMC 
Middle Point UMC 
Mt Zion UMC 
New Knoxville UMC 
North Creek UMC 
North Union UMC 
Otterbein UMC 
Pleasant View (Mt Cory) UMC 
Rhinehart UMC 
Riley Creek UMC 
Rockford UMC 
Rockport UMC 

Thank you to the faithful stewards of the NWP District for your connectional giving. Please contact the 
West Ohio Conference if you have any questions.  As a reminder, please only send one monthly appor-
tionment check to the WOC center and designate how you want the money divided-up between the district 
and conference apportionments. 

Blessings, 
 
Lesley Moore 
 

Ada First UMC 
Alger First UMC 
Allentown UMC 
Arlington UMC 
Ayersville UMC 
Bluffton First UMC 
Bryan Faith UMC 
Bryan Wesley UMC 
Carey Memorial UMC 
Columbus Grove St John 
UMC 
Continental Christ UMC 
Continental United UMC 
Cridersville UMC 
Defiance St Pauls UMC 
Delphos Trinity UMC 
East Mt Zion UMC 
Edon UMC 
Elida St Paul UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Findlay Howard UMC 
Fort Recovery UMC 
Friends UMC 
Grand Lake UMC 
Grant UMC 
Hicksville Grace UMC 
Hicksville Trinity UMC 
Journey at Christ UMC 
Kenton First UMC 
Kingsley UMC 
Lafayette UMC 
Lima St Marks UMC 
Lima Trinity UMC 
Mark Center UMC 
McComb UMC 

On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

Paid 100% of their  

2021 District Apportionments 

Salem UMC 
Spencerville Trinity 
Twin Oaks UMC 
Uniopolis UMC 
Van Buren UMC 
Vanlue Christ UMC 
Walnut Grove UMC (Auglaize 
Co) 
Wapakoneta First UMC 
Wapakoneta Salem UMC 
Waynesfield UMC 
Wesley Chapel UMC 
Westminster UMC 
Wharton UMC 
Williams Center Asbury UMC 
Williams Center Calvary UMC 
Willshire Union UMC 
Zion UMC 

Montpelier First UMC 
Montpelier St Paul UMC 
Mt Blanchard UMC 
Mt Cory UMC 
Ney UMC 
Oakdale UMC 
Ottawa Trinity UMC 
Pandora UMC 
Patterson UMC 
Paulding UMC 
Perry UMC 
Pleasant Chapel UMC 
Powell Memorial UMC 
Pulaski UMC 
Sherwood UMC 
St Andrews UMC 
St Marks UMC 
St Marys Grace UMC 
St Marys Wayne Street UMC 
St Pauls UMC 
Van Wert First UMC 
Van Wert Trinity UMC 
Van Wert Wesley UMC 
Vaughnsville Community UMC 
Walnut Grove UMC (Hardin Co) 
West Independence UMC 
West Unity UMC 
Westside UMC 
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Return Service Requested 

 

Monday, May 31, 
2021 

Office reopens  
Tuesday, June 1, 2021 

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED 


