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Dear Friends, 

 

This has been a spring like no other that any of us have ever ex-

perienced. I know this has not been easy for any of us, but as we 

have gone through this time, I have learned so much! 

 

Here are some of my ponderings as I sit here at my desk writing 

this. 

 

First, I have been powerfully reminded something that I have 

always known, that the church has never been a location or a 

building! We had allowed ourselves to fall into this trap far too 

often. We had come to believe that church is where we gathered, that it was the 

bricks and shingles of a building, that it was the sanctuary and our pew. But now 

that we have not been able to gather, we have been given the gift of being remind-

ed that church is none of that, the church is who we are. And wherever we go, the 

church is there. It is there as we show compassion for the most vulnerable by iso-

lating ourselves. The church is there when we volunteer at the food pantry or 

hand out meals to those who need it. The church is there when we are reaching 

out to connect with folks who may be alone. It is there as we gather to worship on

-line in our living rooms. Do we miss gathering together? Of course! But the 

church is not closed just because we are unable to gather. 

 

I have also learned that we are far more creative than we ever thought we could 

be. I have been so thankful as I have watched so many of our congregations and 

pastors move into an online presence that before all of this, we never thought we 

could do. I have witnessed how we are being much more intentional about con-

necting with others by phone, letter, emails, and many more ways. In some places, 

I am seeing church folks connecting with each other more now than when we 

would be together on Sunday mornings only. 

 

Now my prayer is that when we are finally able to gather, we won’t lose this spirit 

of creativity and intentionality. We must continue to grow and improve in our 

online presence. We must continue to intentionally connect with people who oth-

erwise may be forgotten. As hard as this has been, I believe we are being given the 

greatest opportunity for evangelism than any of us have witnessed in our lifetimes. 

People need to know that even now, with all the uncertainty and fear, illness and 

death, that our hope is in the risen Lord. 
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I have been reminded again and again, that we had grown complacent and a little lazy. We were satisfied with do-

ing the same thing week in and week out. All too often, our motivation was to do what we had always done, where 

we had always done it. But now, we have been forced to reexamine everything we do as the church. This is an op-

portunity to really examine what our highest priority really is and to focus on that, and that alone.  

 

I also have become convinced more than ever, we are never going to be the same as we were before Covid-19 

shook our world. We will once again gather, and we will soon be able to worship together again, and we look for-

ward to that day. But we are never going back to the way it was before.  

 

But what I know now more than ever, is that no matter what we are going through, that God is with us! I don’t for 

a minute believe that God caused this, but I know that God is still walking with us through these trying times. And I 

know that out of the most horrible circumstances, new life can spring up. That is the message of Easter! 

 

As we look forward, I encourage you to start making plans. Begin asking yourselves:  

• What are we going to have to change to adapt to our new reality?  

• How are we going to clean and sanitize our space to protect those who gather in that space? (door handles, light 

switches, tables, pews, restrooms, etc.) 

• How can we greet and acknowledge each other while maintaining safe distancing? 

• How are we going to give our offerings without passing the plates from hand to hand, thus passing germs and 

viruses form person to person? 

• How do we protect the most vulnerable among us, who many times will be the very ones who will come any-

time the doors are open? 

• What is really necessary for us to worship God?  

 

You get the idea. These aren’t the only things we must examine, but we must look at all of our ministries now 

through new lenses, because this is going to be a new reality for us. We will be distributing some guidelines that are 

being developed to help in this process. 

 

In closing, let me say that I have been thrilled to hear the many stories of how pastors and churches in the North-

west Plains District have really leaned into this new reality. In many cases we have stepped well beyond out com-

fort zones. My prayer is that we don’t stop. May we never stop growing and creatively dreaming new ways of 

reaching our communities, even when we are able to once again gather. 

 

I continue to lift each and everyone of you up in prayer! Please remember that you are not alone. You are a beloved 

child of God, and no matter what you are going through, that love is constant! 

 

Peace! 
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The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at lzu-
vers@gmail.com 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the number 
of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to reach 
new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue 
Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

APRIL 10, 2020 

Well, a month and a half into this new normal of living with a pandemic has certainly changed things. But 
God has not changed for which we give thanks! He is our Refuge, our Salvation, our Constant Companion, 
our Rock, our Light, our Guide, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Three in One, our One True God in whom we 
place our trust and find our hope.  
I know for many of us this time has put a whole new stress in our lives and for even more people their ex-
isting stress has been compounded twelve times over. Now more than ever we need to look for and cele-
brate how God is moving, to speak of our God sightings, to share our joy that only comes through being in 
relationship with our Lord and Savior. Even if the only one who hears is our dog, cat or gold fish so 
that we can be agents of God’s light into the world. 
 

John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer: 
I am no longer my own, but yours. Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; 

put me to doing, put me to suffering; let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 

exalted for you, or brought low for you; let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, 

let me have nothing: I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure and disposal. And now, 
glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you are mine and I am yours. So be it. And the 

covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 

Amen. 

Blessings,  

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

Lynda 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Thank you so much for your wonderful response to the By 
George Campaign.  We have been able to send in 
$37, 562.13  already, and have more to send. I think the time has 
come for us to draw this campaign to an end, so we will be sending 
in our last contribution for now at the end of April. This will give 
you time to send in your remaining gifts if you are interested. 
Again, Thank you so much!! 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of May 3 
Rockford 
 Rev. Chip Steffy 
Roundhead/Mt. Zion 
 Rev. Amber Rex 
St Mary’s Grace/Walnut Grove 
 Rev. Beverly Hurlburt 

 

Week of May 10 
St. Mary’s Wayne Street 
 Rev. Tim Benjamin 
Salem Cass 
 Rev. Ron Hoeksema 
Shawnee 
 Rev. Bryan Bucher 

Week of May 17 
Sherwood/Bethel Forder 
 Rev. Kevin Doseck 
Silver Creek 
 Mark Bishop 
Stryker/Pulaski/Evansport 
 Rev. Nico Kinner 
 Rachel Widdowson 

Week of May 24 
Sugar Grove 
 Rev. Courtnie Morton 
Twin Oaks 
 Rev. Rick Snyder 
Uniopolis/St. John’s 
 Gary Rummel 
 

 BY GEORGE! Campaign 

Week of May 31 
Trinity Evangelical 
 Rev. James Stauffer 
Upper River Ministries 
 Rev. Johnny Phillips 
 Rev. Douglas Pummell 
 Rev. Betsy Bowen 
Van Buren 
 Rev. Kelly Sterling 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2020 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

 

Arcadia UMC 
Carey Memorial UMC 
Coldwater UMC 
Crawford UMC 
Edgerton UMC 
Elida Zion UMC 
Emanuel UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Farmer UMC 
Findlay Zion UMC 
Fort Recovery UMC 
Gilboa UMC 
Grover Hill Zion UMC 
Hamilton Bethel UMC 
Harrod UMC 
Haviland Country Chapel 
UMC 
Hepburn UMC 
Houcktown UMC 
Leipsic UMC 
Melbern UMC 
Melrose UMC 
Middle Creek UMC 
Middle Point UMC 
Mt Zion (Hardin Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion Celina UMC 
New Knoxville UMC 
North Creek UMC 
Otterbein UMC 
Payne St Paul UMC 
Pleasant Chapel UMC 
Riley Creek UMC 

  

Your District Staff continues to keep all of you in our prayers during this time of COVID-19. We thank you for your connectional giving and 
faithful support. Please let us know if we can be of any assistance by contacting us by phone or email.  

With our staff currently working from home, deposits are being made when the mail is picked up weekly. This information is as of our de-
posit made April 24, 2020.  

Blessings, 

Kim Tumblin 
Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Ada First UMC 
Alger First UMC 
Allentown UMC 
Arlington UMC 
Ayersville UMC 
Benton Ridge Good Shepherd 
UMC 
Bluffton First UMC 
Bryan Wesley UMC 
Cairo UMC Bath merged 
Chattanooga UMC 
Columbus Grove St John UMC 
Continental Christ UMC 
Continental United UMC 
Countryside Chapel UMC 
Cridersville Perry UMC 
Cridersville UMC 
Defiance St Pauls UMC 
Defiance Trinity UMC 
Delphos Trinity UMC 
East Mt Zion UMC 
Edon UMC 
Elida Immanuel UMC 
Elida St Paul UMC 
Findlay Howard UMC 
Findlay Journey at Christ Church 
Findlay St Andrew's UMC 
Findlay St Marks UMC 
Findlay St Paul's UMC 
Forest UMC 
Grant UMC 
Hicksville Grace UMC 
Hicksville Trinity UMC 

Kenton Epworth UMC 

Kenton First UMC 
Kingsley UMC 
Lafayette First UMC 
Latty Friends 
Lima St Marks UMC 
Lima Trinity UMC 
Mark Center UMC 
McComb UMC 
Montpelier First UMC 
Montpelier St Paul's 
Mt Blanchard UMC 
Mt Cory UMC 
Mt Zion (Paulding Co.) UMC 
Ney UMC 
Oakdale UMC 
Ohio City UMC 
Ottawa Trinity UMC 
Pleasant View (Mt Cory) UMC 
Powell Memorial UMC 
Pulaski UMC 
Rhinehart UMC 
Ridgeway UMC 
Rockford UMC 
Sherwood UMC 
Spencerville Trinity UMC 
St Marys Grace UMC 
St Marys Wayne St UMC 
Van Wert First UMC 
Van Wert Trinity UMC 
Van Wert Wesley UMC 
Vaughnsville Community UMC 
Walnut Grove (Auglaize) UMC 
West Independence UMC 
West Unity UMC 

Paid 100% of their  

2020 District Apportionments 

On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

Salem UMC (Wyandot) 
Stryker UMC 
Twin Oaks UMC 
Uniopolis UMC 
Van Buren UMC 
Vanlue Christ UMC 
Wapakoneta First UMC 
Wapakoneta Salem UMC 
Waynesfield UMC 
Wesley Chapel UMC 
Westminster UMC 
Wharton UMC 
Williams Center Asbury UMC 
Williams Center Calvary UMC 
Willshire Union UMC 
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2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Reserve  
September 11 & 12 

for Annual  
Conference  

business 

Detailed 
info regarding  
location & etc. 

to come at a  
later date 


