
 

Volume 10                                                                       May 2018                                                         Issue 5 

DISTRICT STAFF 
 

District Superintendent 
Barry Burns 
bburns@wocumc.org 
 
Ass’t to the Dist. Supt. 
Lynda Lockwood 
llockwood@wocumc.org 
 
Financial Secretary 
Kim Tumblin 
ktumblin@wocumc.org 
 
Office Administer 
Lesley Moore 
lmoore@wocumc.org 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

 
Last Sunday, Wapak Salem UMC kicked off a church wide 
prayer initiative called “Catching the 5:05 to Pray”.  We know 
that prayer is important; it is one of our lines of communica-
tion with God and when we join our prayers with each other 
miracles can happen. So I asked the congregation, as the body 
of Christ to pray for our church at 5:05 A.M. or P.M. their 
choice - every day. Just one sentence long and this is 
it…”God, continue to reveal your will for Salem U.M. 
Church, and empower us to respond by breaking through our 
resistance. Amen!” 

We had prayer cards printed to help us to remember the prayer and to pray, and 
train whistles to celebrate, with many going off at the end of the serviceJ How 
did we come up with 5:05, well we are not that original, it is our address but it 
is a number that means something to the congregation. And if you have ever 
driven through Wapak chances are you have been stopped by one of the 26 
trains that go through town giving us a theme. We also asked the congregation 
to pull out their card and pray for Salem U. M. Church if they got stopped by a 
train, extra prayer is always good. We are looking forward with great expecta-
tion as to what God’s will and pur-
pose is for us as a part of His body! 
Sue Nelson Kibbey defines 
“Breakthrough Prayer” as: “when 
God’s people join together in an in-
tentional prayer movement across 
all ages to simply and repeatedly 
pray – either silently or aloud – ask-
ing God to break through in new 
and miraculous ways. The focus is 
for God’s Spirit to break through 
anything that holds us captive, so 
that we can boldly move forward 
and fulfill God’s intention for why 
we exist as Christ’s body, right now 
and beyond.” (Flood Gates, pg. 32, 
33). 
I hope other churches will share sto-
ries about their kick-offs, let’s sup-
port one another in this venture. 
Again, whether you are participating in the Breakthrough Prayer Initiative or 
not, please lift your church, our churches, our district, our conference and our 
denomination in prayer for God’s perfect will to be done! 
         
 Blessings,       
 Lynda 
 

 

Northwest Plains District 
United Methodist Church 

 

910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH 45875 

 

Telephone: 
 419.523.9901  800.589.7828  

 

FAX 419.523.3479 
 

E-mail:  
nwplains@wocumc.org  

 
Website: 

www.northwestplainsdistrict.org 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

He is Risen 

mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org
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Week of May 27 
 

Montpelier First UMC 
 Rev. Frank Kampel 
Montpelier St. Paul’s UMC 
 Rev. Richard Blank 
MT. Blanchard UMC 
 Rev. Brett Kelly 

Week of May 20 
Mendon Charge 
 Rev. Robert Glenn Jr. 
Middle Creek UMC 
 Rev. Eileen Kochensparger 
Middle Point UMC 
 Rev. Tim Owens 

Hi!  My name is Lesley Moore and it is a pleasure to work 

with you all!  I wanted to take this time introduce myself and 
say thank you for everyone’s warm wishes.  This is an excit-

ing time for me and my family to be a part of this wonderful 
opportunity.  A little information about myself.  I am married 
to my high school sweetheart Steve Moore of almost 28 years 

and we are very proud parents of four wonderful children 
Dulton, Tristan, Ashton, and Kyrstin (3 boys and 1 girl).   Dulton (24) 
works and lives in Ft. Wayne and is an Actuary, Tristan (19) is currently 

attending Wright State University in Celina majoring in Electrical Engi-
neering, Ashton (16) is a sophomore in high school, and our daughter 

Kyrstin (12) is in 6th grade.  I could go on and on about them all, but I 
can tell you our two youngest keep us hopping with their extra circular 
activities.  I look forward to working with each of you and greatly appre-

ciate everyone’s patience’s during this transition while I am in training.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

Lesley Moore 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appoint-
ments (church and pastor): 
 

Week of May 6 
Lima  St. Marks UMC 
  Rev. Barbara Dafler 
Lima Trinity UMC 
 Rev. David Harris 
 Rev. Megan Croy 
Lima Westside/Spencerville Trinity 

Week of May 13 
Marseilles Charge  
 Rev. Richard Snyder 
Melbern UMC 
 Rev. Diane Schaffner 
Melrose UMC 
 Rev. Eileen Kochensparger 
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Annual Conference Events 
• Monday, June 4 - Cynthia Palmer’s clergy spouse event @ Wesley Lodge 3:00 pm 
• Sunday, June 3-Laity Session @ Hoover Auditorium 5:30 pm 
• Monday, June 4 - 4 Laity Learning Sessions @ Drackett Hall & Wesley Lodge from 8-10 am 
• Monday, June 4 - Laity Luncheon @ Wesley Lodge 12 pm 
• Tuesday, June 5—Retired Ministers’ Association Luncheon @ Wesley Lodge @ 12:00 pm  -  
       RSVP requested to Darrel Loar, 6000 Riverside Drive, Apt. A409, Dublin, OH  43017 
• Sunday, June 3  - Order of Deacons gathering @ Drackett Hall from 6-7 pm.  RSVP required Benji 

Sayre @ benjisayre@wesleyuc.org or Rachel Miller @ rmiller@umethodist.com 
• June 1– 5—UMMen collecting 10 lb bag of potatoes for  Meals for Millions - drop off location is at    

Otterbein North Shore by west entrance to Lakeside 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Events, Childcare Offered at Annual Conference 
Registration has begun for this year's Annual Conference events for children, youth, and families. Families can partici-

pate for FREE in Family CONNECT events, such as mini golf, pray & play, and a pool party. Kids ages 5-12 are wel-

come at Kid CONNECT, a time of worship, games, and a service project. Cost is $15 for the three, 1.5-hour sessions. 

Also available this year is Camp CONNECT for kids and youth ages 7-17. Campers will be bused to and from Lakeside 

for this overnight camp experience, which costs $80 per person. All events require registration, so click https://

www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Connect  to register or for more information. In addition, childcare for ages 1 and up is 

offered by Lakeside Chautauqua at Lakeside United Methodist Church. Cost is $7 per child per session. Registration is 

Join us for the NWP Clergy spouse lunch.  It will be Monday, 
June 4 from noon to 1:30 pm.  We will meet at 117 Kenton 

Row.  Please bring $5.00 cash for lunch and $5.00 cash for our 
care fund.  ( The care fund is used for baby gifts and cards of 

caring for members of our district.)  Contact Julie Burns by 
Tuesday, May 29 if you will be attending.  Email: 

b_burns62@yahoo.com or call: 513-235-3284. Thank you and I 
look forward to having lunch with you. 

https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Connect
https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2018/Connect
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Mission U:  Learning Together for 
the Transformation of the World 

Mission U is a diverse community of people learning to put their faith 
into practical action in the current world context. Through worship, in
-depth study, music, prayer, sharing and exploring, we invite you to 
grow with us in understanding of the mission of the church.  

Held on campus at Ohio Northern University, 525 South Main St., Ada, OH 45810 
Mission U offers a 4-Day Program: Thursday, July 5-Sunday, July 8  OR  1-Day Sampler: Saturday, July 7 

This year’s studies include: Spiritual Growth (Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal 

Living), Global and Geographic Understanding (Missionary Conferences in The United Methodist Church), 

Social Justice Understanding (What About Our Money? A Faith Response), Youth Study (Is It Just Money? 

Our Dollars, God’s Economy), and Children’s Study (Money Matters). 

 

Register online at www.westohioumc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a Lay 
Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Nancy Replogle is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, 

Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert, and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 419.771.3472  or by 
email at rnreplogle73@gmail.com.   

 
• Stephen Brooks is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Han-

cock, Henry, Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.519.3319 or by 
email at     sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.  

 

 
 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/mission-u-4-day-program
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/mission-u-1-day-sampler
http://www.westohioumc.com
file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/rnreplogle73@gmail.com
file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com
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Book Release 

Living In The Different 
The Passages through sorrow and loss 

 

Excerpt from the Book  
 
“These words come from a heart that has been broken, felt the pain and loss of 
the most important person in my life, and also found hope in the midst of the 
grief.” 
 
Description of Book 
 
Elaine Sturtz, shares in Living In The Different, that grief is messy, hard, painful, 
filled with tears and loneliness, but also includes faith, hope and love.  She 
walks through the journey, the emotions, the changes and hurts.  Each grief is 
different, and grief changes our lives.  We are different, and how we live and 
interact with others is different.  The journey of grief takes different forms as 
we learn to live and mingle joy and sorrow together.  Elaine offers hope, a hope 
of hope, through these passages of sorrow and loss.  Hope is found in our faith 
in God who is love, and love never ends.  
 
Endorsement of Book 
 
“In Living In The Different, Reverend Sturtz sets us free to live, grieve, die and 
live again by pouring into us out of her experience, both deep and wide, as per-
son, pastor, chaplain and friend.  She offers what she knows in her head and 
heart with transparency and vulnerability.” 
   
    Bishop Gregory V. Palmer 
    Resident Bishop of the West Ohio Conference 
    The United Methodist Church 
Author 

Elaine J. Clinger Sturtz is an ordained Elder in the United Methodist Church and 
a Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor (LPCC).  Elaine graduated from Otter-
bein University in Westerville, Ohio.   She received her Masters of Divinity and 
Masters of Arts in Counseling Ministries from The Methodist Theological School 
in Delaware, Ohio.  Elaine is the author of three devotional books – Love Lighted 
Path, Glimpses of God, and The Final Dance of Life, Our Journey With Judy.   
 
Elaine is available to local churches and districts, groups and organizations to 
lead a grief seminar.   

 

Upper Sandusky, OH  43351 

614-406-9544 
ejsturtz7@gmail.com 

 

$14.95 
https://
www.amazon.com/Living
-Different-passages-
through-sorrow/
dp/0998310239/ 
 

Rev. Elaine J. 
Clinger Sturtz 

 

 

mailto:ejsturtz7@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Different-passages-through-sorrow/dp/0998310239/
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Different-passages-through-sorrow/dp/0998310239/
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Different-passages-through-sorrow/dp/0998310239/
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Different-passages-through-sorrow/dp/0998310239/
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Different-passages-through-sorrow/dp/0998310239/


 Page 6                                                           Northwest Plains Compass                                         April 2018 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
              Required Boundary Training for Clergy 
 

Boundary training focuses on developing healthy boundaries 

in ministry and is specific to the role of a clergy person. One of the most interesting dynamics is the pow-

er difference between a person in a ministerial role and a member of his or her congregation. Other topics 

include personal and  

professional health and the use of social media. This training is required for all actively serving clergy and 

retired clergy under appointment. The Episcopal Office, Cabinet, and the Office of Ministry have worked 

together to plan and implement this vital training. All materials will be provided for you. Starting Friday, 

March 16, please register for one of these events on the conference website. 

• June 7-Wesley Lodge, Lakeside 

• June 27-Grace UMC, Waverly, SHV/FTH 

• August 25-Linworth UMC 

• August 29-Christ UMC, Kettering, MIV/ORV 

• August 30-Grace UMC, Perrysburg, MWD/NWP 

• September 12-Reynoldsburg UMC, CAS/CAN 

Should you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas at 614.844.6200 or by email 

at sthomas@wocumc.org.  

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room 
dedicated to supporting the spiritual formation of Christians 
and the development of Christian servant leaders for the local 
church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or 
learn more about it contact Brad Martin. 

 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-
ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director | 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

Clergy Evaluation 
It is that time of the year once again when we ask Pastors and Pastor Parish-
Relations Committees (PPRC) to engage in the Evaluation process. Copies of 
the Pastor’s Self-Evaluation and the Staff/Pastor-Parish Committee’s Evaluation 
are due at the district office no later than June 1, 2018. Pastors are responsible 
to see that this process is completed in a timely manner and that both the Pas-
tor’s Self-Evaluation and the Staff/Pastor-Parish Committee’s Evaluation forms 
reach the district office no later than June 1.  Information was emailed to Pas-
tors and Pastor Parish-Relations Chairpersons on March 13.  Here is a link for 
Evaluation information. https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/
district/northwestplains/clergy-evaluations 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001vY--UTgTnm6cfxjNPWWkejEBottHnqEj6J4d7qyDYsFwFSrVWuLdsl4NOFdnKFH2SLs9uePb1ofoZJLmrpl2LMtiP9ml9PZ5NJDQXvM9pn5-5K_NfBsX2OeIvAcpGqs7Vr5aX_LWK8hZcp6KFGtmRKmksY-RIy4qicfg9
mailto:sthomas@wocumc.org
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/clergy-evaluations
https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/clergy-evaluations
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2018 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

District 100% 

 

 
 

On track with District Giving 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 Apportionment Statements 
 

Northwest Plains would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your payments toward the 2018 Dis-

trict Apportionment.  

FYI for pastors and treasurers: please note that you will not receive apportionment statements until the 

‘report module’ in the new accounting software is up and running. You can, however, still send in your pay-

ments. All 2018 payments will be reflected on the statement that you will receive in the near future. We 

thank you for your patience, your understanding, and most of all for your faithfulness in giving. 

 

Blessings, 
Kim Tumblin 

Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Conference Giving 

The West Ohio Conference has received apportionment checks from our Northwest Plains District 

churches, but due to an accounting software conversion, conference apportionment giving reports 

are not available at this time.   We thank you for your patience, your understanding, and most of all 

for your faithfulness in giving. 

 
Alger First   Mount Cory 
Antwerp    Mt Zion 
Ayersville   Ney 
Bryan Wesley   North Creek 
Carey Memorial   Oakdale 
Chattanooga   Ohio City 
Continental Christ  Ottawa Trinity 
Delphos Trinity   Paulding 
Dunkirk Grace   Paulding Mt Zion 
Elida Immanuel   Saint Andrews Findlay 
Elida St Paul   Saint Marys Grace 
Evansport   Salem Cass 
Farmer    Spencerville Trinity 
First Van Wert   St Marks Findlay 
Grant    St Marks Lima 
Hicksville Grace   St Marys Wayne St 
Hicksville Trinity   St Pauls Findlay 
Howard    Trinity Lima 
John Stewart   Vanlue Christ 
Journey At Christ   Vaughnsville 
Latty Friends   Waynesfield 
Mark Center   Wesley Van Wert 
McComb   West Independence 
Montpelier St Pauls  Zion Findlay 

Arcadia   New Knoxville 
Convoy   Otterbein 
Cridersville Perry  Payne St Paul 
Erastus   Pleasant View 
Forest Park  Rhinehart 
Fort Recovery  Riley Creek 
Gilboa   Rockford 
Hamilton Bethel  Rockport 
Haviland Country Chapel Salem (Wyandot) 
Hepburn   St Johns 
Lafayette  Stryker 
Landfair   Twin Oaks 
Leipsic   Uniopolis 
Liberty Chapel  Van Buren 
Maysville  Wapakoneta First 
Melbern   Wapakoneta Salem 
Melrose   Westminster 
Mendon   Wharton 
Mercer   Williams Center Asbury 
Middle Creek  Williams Center Calvary 
Middle Point  Willshire Union 
Mt Blanchard  Zion (Elida) 
Mt Zion (Hardin)  

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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Save the date! 
 
Northwest Plains District 

Spring Conference 

Sunday, May 20, 2018 

2:30 pm Gathering Time 

3:00        Business of  the Conference 

 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
218 E. Sandusky St., Findlay, OH 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend! 


