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 The Lenten Journey 

 

One of my favorite seasons of the church year is Lent.  
Unlike the commercialization of Christmas that  
overshadows Advent, Lent is a journey few outside of the 
faith embark upon, unless they love the abundance of fish 
frys on Fridays.  
 
Historically Lent is a season of self-examination and  
reflection leading up to the agony of the cross and the glory 

of the resurrection of Christ. Are we ready to confess we are sinners? Are we ready to 
embrace God’s abundant and forgiving love for us? Are we ready to follow Jesus?  
 
Lent is about so much more than giving up coffee or staying off social media. While 
those intentional habits may help us physically and emotionally, Lent is a journey that 
encourages us spiritually. How are we growing as disciples of Jesus? Not just in what 
we do, but in who we are. How are we deepening our love for God and our willingness 
to go where God calls us to go? Are we willing to walk with Jesus to the cross, and 
through the cross to resurrection joy?   
 
I remember my first Ash Wednesday as a pastor, when the senior pastor was unable to 
place ashes on the foreheads of our parishioners, deeply moved by the words, 
“Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.” When my children were old 
enough to receive an ashen cross, I felt that agony in my own soul as I placed the  
symbol on their foreheads. “Repent and believe the Gospel.”  
 
Several years ago, Ash Wednesday fell on Valentine's Day, which gave me a great 
opportunity to talk about God’s love for us at the beginning of the Lenten journey. 
Then the terror of this world happened that same day with another tragic school  
shooting, and we clung to the hope of God’s presence once again in the face of sin and 
evil.  
 
This Lent, we are still facing the terror of war and the struggles for living wages; we 
are still facing the sin of racism and the pain of division; we are still living in a time 
when we cry out to God, and struggle to live by hope rather than fear.  
 
Yet also in this Lent, God hears our cries and still reaches out to us, loving us and  
forgiving us and calling us to intentionally journey with Jesus. Also in this Lent, Jesus 
still calls us to follow, from the wilderness to the seashore, from our homes to our 
towns, from his table to the cross to the good news of an empty tomb.  
 
As you journey through this season of Lent, I invite you to turn this song into your  
intentional prayer: 

“Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea, 
daily walking close to thee: let it be, dear Lord, let it be.” 

 
Journeying with you, 
 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Amy Haines 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 
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As we enter this time of Lent, we have much to reflect on as we contemplate Christ’s re-
deeming act upon the cross for us. Stories of Abraham redeeming Lot and Boaz re-
deeming Naomi and Ruth come to mind, each pointing out different aspects to what re-
demption means. Abraham’s willingness to put everything on the line, life, finance, fami-
ly security for his kinsman when Lot is abducted. Boaz’ willingness to protect and pro-
vide for his kinswomen Naomi and Ruth in a subsistent society where food scarcity is a 
fact of life, but not only his willingness, his integrity in how he treats them, particularly 
Ruth who is an outsider. Both Abraham and Boaz reflect the character of God, giving us 
an inkling of God’s love. But it is in Christ’ that we see the true depth of God’s character 
and love for each of us. Abraham was willing to lay it all on the line for a kinsman and 
Boaz was willing to take care of his kinswomen, but Christ gave his life for us while we 

were yet sinners. In other words, while we were separated from God because of our sin, the furthest thing 
from being kinsfolk and God sent His One and only Son to be our Redeemer. Think about that fact this 
Lent as you are preparing your heart for Easter. What it means…how it looks…and how it can be reflect-
ed out into our very broken world. 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, may His peace enfold you, His strength lift you up and His love 
give you boldness! Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 Youth Summer Mission  
and Spiritual Development Trip 

Grant Application 
 

Applications Due March 14 
 
Dear Youth Leaders, 
 
We know that this season has been one of continuously adapting to the 
challenges brought about by Covid-19. Covid has made it all the more clear how much youth long for and 
need the connections to God and each other that church, youth group, and mission trips offer. Covid has 
also made it clear how much disparity and need there is in our world. 
 
Each of you will be called to do something a little different that suits your group, your context, and the 
need that God has put on your heart. Regardless of what it is, we want you to know that the ORV is here 
to support you. We are still offering the $1,000 youth mission and spiritual development grants. We 
are doing so with an expanded understanding of what a ‘youth summer trip’ means. 
 
I encourage you to dream, pray, and think in bold and creative ways about how to engage youth in mis-
sion, service, and spiritual growth safely this summer. If you’d like ideas on how to be involved with our 
local mission partners or smaller rural churches, please reach out. I’d love to share ideas and resources 
from across the district with you. 
 
Blessings! 
Rev. Suzanne Allen 
 
Get your application here 
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Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

Lynda 

https://westohioumc.campbrainregistration.com/
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UMCOR SUNDAY March 27, 2022 

 

Welcome to the 2022 UMCOR Sunday Pastor and Leader’s Kit. This Special 
Sunday kit provides a full package of ready to use resources to help your church 
celebrate the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Special Sunday 
and define how we give, why we give and the impact we make through connec-
tional efforts. 
 

Last year, you gave $1,921,619 towards ministries funded by the UMCOR Spe-
cial Sunday offering. Giving allows us to make a difference in the lives of com-

munities and individuals whose lives have been upset by storms, wars, fires, displacement and climate change. 
 

All resources are available in digital format and we encourage you to use them in the format that works best for your 
church. Use the worship material during the service, include the prewritten emails in newsletters, share videos during 
class, or post the social media graphics on your website and social channels.  
 

For those who still appreciate print resources, we have a special envelope and pew cards that can be ordered here.  
 

Click here for leader and pastor kit  
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit 

 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Register NOW 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already 

available within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, 

lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other dis-

ciples. 
 

 

“Lead in Worship (CORE) led by Dwight Bowers will be offered on Saturday, April 2, at 8:30am-

noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM .  FIRM deadline for registration is March 25, 2022.  Register form 

can be found within the Compass Newsletter as a loose leaf pamphlet or a NWP District Websites un-

der events. Reading material will be required prior to class. 

 

 

“Spiritual Disciplines” (Advanced) led by Rev. Doug Widdowson will be offered on Saturday, April 

2 at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM .  FIRM deadline for registration is March 25, 2022.  

Register form can be found within the Compass Newsletter as a loose leaf pamphlet or a NWP District 

Websites under events.  Reading material will be required prior to class. 

 

 

 

https://umcgiving.outreach.com/Products/Details/64024
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit
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The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at  
        bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at  
        lzuvers@gmail.com 

 
Light the Way Campaign 

 
 
 

Thank you! Thank you for your financial support these past five years for Light the Way that 
has created new places and new spaces that include 12 new faith communities and dozens 
of fresh expressions. Check out this video that says thank you for the ways lives have been 
transformed!  
https://youtu.be/cu9JPxF_YlY 
 
The work continues into the final phase. For more information go to  
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/light-way.  

All In Community Offers Continuing Education in 2022 
  
New in 2022, All In Community is offering continuing education units with their monthly ministry events. 
From individual and organizational ministry effectiveness at the Every Second Saturday Series to 
flexing your empathy muscles during Saturday Circles, each session offers interactive and  
relevant learning communities.  
  
Each All In Community offering is an easy, accessible, applicable and fruitful opportunity to earn continuing education hours 
while experiencing community engagement, connection and collaboration. Certificates of Participation with specific engagement 
hours for community partners are also available. Check out the schedule on the All In Community Equipping Events page here: 
Click here  
  
CEUs or Certificate Engagement Hours are available for: 
  
·        Every Second Saturday Series :: 0.20-2.20 CEUs; 2.0-22.0 Engagement Hours  
·        Saturday Circles :: 0.15-1.35 CEUs or 1.5-15.5 Engagement Hours 
·        Ministry Mondays :: 0.15-0.9 CEUs or 1.5-9.0 Engagement Hours  
·        Doing Justice Series :: 0.125-0.5 CEUs or 1.25-5.0 Engagement Hours  
  
All In Community continuing education units are ideal for laity, Lay Servant Ministers, Certified Lay Speakers, clergy, and Local 
Licensed Pastors. For questions, contact Jami Nathan at jami.nathan.22@gmail.com or Reba Collins at rebakco@gmail.com.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=cu9JPxF_YlY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/light-way
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/equipping-events
mailto:jami.nathan.22@gmail.com
mailto:rebakco@gmail.com
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Denman Award Nominations 
 
The year 2022 is upon us, and in a few short months, so too will 
be our West Ohio Annual Conference! With that in mind, we 
are asking you to consider if you know a clergy person, lay  
person, or youth who should be nominated for the Harry Den-
man Evangelism Award. The Denman Award honors United 
Methodists in each annual conference whose exceptional min-

istry in evangelism brings people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
A Harry Denman Award recipient is committed to consistently introducing others to the Good News of 
Jesus Christ in all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional for the number of new Christ followers 
who credit encounters with this person as critical in helping start or reignite their faith journey. The West 
Ohio Conference recognizes youth, lay and clergy award recipients. 
 
Last year, West Ohio presented awards to one group of lay recipients and four clergy recipients.  
However, we have been asked to limit the awards to one person per category this year. 
 
The Denman Award nominations form (attached) asks for the following regarding each nominee: 

Tell the story of this person’s innovative evangelism ministry. 
Describe how this person’s ministry combines works of loving kindness with sharing their Christian 

faith to all people (evangelism in the spirit of John Wesley). 
“How” and in what tangible ways are lives being transformed by this person’s service to Christ? 
In what ways does this person’s service and ministry model “Why Jesus” to those they touch? 

 
Nomination forms are due by March 15 to mgrace@wocumc.org or by mailing to West Ohio Confer-
ence, Attn. Mariellyn Grace, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 43085. The West Ohio Extended Cabinet 
and other staff members will make determinations by the end of April. Recipients will be notified by 
 early May and will be recognized around the time of Annual Conference. Nomination form can be found 
here  

2021 Annual Statistical Report Due March 18 
 
Please work with your Leadership Teams to ensure that your church's statisti-
cal report is complete and uploaded to the GCFA/Ezra website. If you need 
assistance, please contact the District Office or reach out to Jack Frost at the 
Conference Office (jfrost@wocumc.org). 
 
These figures are important for accurately calculating each church's apportionments. Your prompt  
attention to this data is appreciated  

mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/cb05037a001/1fe25dc2-f33b-4fc4-96bc-4de974190ff0.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.ctctusercontent.com/cb05037a001/1fe25dc2-f33b-4fc4-96bc-4de974190ff0.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:jfrost@wocumc.org
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took 
your walk in another community, if you took another three-day 
retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual 

Director , bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of March 6 
Riley Creek 
 Rev. Marcella Ciccotelli 
Rockford 
 Rev. Chip Thurlow 
Rockport 
 Rev. Thomas Holmes 

 

Week of March 20 
Salem Cass 
 Rev. Matt  Blau 
Shawnee 
 Rev. Lori Reiber 
Sherwood/Bethel Forder Bridge 
 Rev. Boyd Shugert 
 

Week of March 27 
Silver Creek 
 Mark Bishop 
Spencerville Trinity 
 Rev. Kelly Waltz 
Sugar Grove 
 Jason (Eric) Wilkins 
 
 

Week of March 13 
Roundhead/Mt. Zion Charge 
 Rev. Amber Rex 
St, Mary’s Grace/Walnut Grove 
 Rev. Beverly Hurlburt 
St. Mary’s Wayne Street 
 Rev. Tim Benjamin 

Next Clinic: March 16 - Laura van Dernoot Lipsky 
“Navigating Life Amidst Overwhelming Times:  
Trauma, Crises, and Really, Really Hard Days” 
 
Laura van Dernoot Lipsky is the founder and director of The Trauma 
Stewardship Institute and author of Trauma Stewardship and The Age 
of Overwhelm. In her training, she will offer practical tools to help us 
sustain, individually and collectively, in the face of trauma, secondary 

trauma and overwhelm. Whether you are in vocational ministry or serving as a layperson, we will  
discuss what the consequences are as well as strategies for sustaining ourselves and each other.  
Widely recognized as a pioneer in the field of trauma exposure, Laura has worked locally, nationally, 
and internationally for more than three decades in the area of trauma. Much of her work is being invited 
to assist in the aftermath of catastrophes. You can Register here or go on the conference website and 
register there. 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/bishop-palmers-leadership-clinic-march-2022-edition
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2022 CONNECTIONAL GIVING 

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD  

Bryan Faith UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Gilboa UMC 
Melbern UMC 
New Knoxville UMC 
North Union UMC 
Portage Chapel UMC 
Salem UMC 

Ada First UMC 
Allentown UMC 

Bryan Wesley UMC 
Chattanooga UMC 
Defiance St Pauls UMC 

Edon UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Hicksville Trinity UMC 

Montpelier First UMC 
Ney UMC 
Paulding UMC 

St Andrews UMC 
St Marys Wayne Street UMC 
St Pauls UMC 

Uniopolis UMC 
Van Wert Trinity UMC 
Van Wert Wesley UMC 

On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

Paid 100% of their  

2022 District Apportionments 

District Giving 

Thank you to the faithful stewards of the NWP District for your connectional giving. Please contact the 
West Ohio Conference if you have any questions. Info above is YTD through January 2022. 

Blessings, 
 
Lesley Moore 

The scammers have been busy! If you receive a text, email or phone call asking for money from 
someone claiming to be your pastor or the DS, call us first to see if it’s true. We are not going to ask 
favors of you or invite you to buy gift cards for our work. There are much better ways to give from a 

generous heart! 

BEWARE OF SCAMS 



 
 
 

Walk the Path of Healing through Lent 
 

Here is a resource to help with your Lenten journey  
 
 
From Rebekah Simon Peter: "The Covid-19  
pandemic has brought about a world of change. Many 

congregations have been weighed down with grief, resentment, and fear, unable to move forward. 
This year, I want to show you how to walk the path of healing through Lent. I’ll share how to move 
through the stages of repentance, remembrance, acceptance, forgiveness, gratitude, and  
embracing on each of the six Sundays of Lent." For full article you can type in this address https://
rebekahsimonpeter.com/walk-the-path-of-healing-through-lent or click here to read more of the 
 article. 
 
 
 
 

Northwest Plains Compass 
The Northwest Plains Compass is published monthly.  News releases relating to the Compass should be emailed to: 

nwplains@wocumc.org or mailed to: Northwest Plains Compass, Northwest Plains  
District United Methodist Church, 910 E. Third St., Ottawa, OH 45875.   

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Permit No. 16 
Ottawa, Ohio 45875 

NORTHWEST PLAINS DISTRICT 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
910 E THIRD ST 
OTTAWA  OH  45875 
 
Return Service Requested 

 

https://rebekahsimonpeter.com/walk-the-path-of-healing-through-lent

