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 Dear Friends, 

 

Lent is an important time in the life of the church. It is in this 

time that we examine our spiritual lives, we practice spiritual 

disciplines, and in general examine our spiritual lives more close-

ly. However, the temptation is always to rush through these 

weeks to get to the Easter celebration that we know is coming. 

We know the end of the story! We know that Christ’s walk into 

Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, his arrest, torture, and crucifixion 

lead us ultimately to the empty tomb where we celebrate that 

there is resurrection! 

 

But for now, we are in between times. We are not where we 

began, but neither are we at the end of the story. We know that it is in this 

“middle” time that we see both good and bad, evidence of resurrection and new 

life in the midst of brokenness and pain. The question is, how are we going to deal 

with that. Will be faithful even in the midst of all the brokenness that we see all 

around us?  

 

Yes, we still grieve all that has been lost in this pandemic. When there is now 

500,000 individuals who have died as a result of it, we mourn. But we also mourn 

the other losses we have each experienced. The normal routines of life, the loss of 

our sense of security, the anxiety that has so deeply affected us gives us all reason 

to mourn. So, let us mourn together, acknowledge our grief, but at the same time 

remember that even when we are in the midst of pain and anxiety that there is still 

hope. 

 

But this isn’t the only thing we must work through. We are also dealing with the 

pandemics of racism, violence, anger, and division in our culture that at times 

causes us to lose hope. And as we wrestle with the fact that we are no where near 

yet, where we need to be, Christ gives us hope! Not that we can ignore the prob-

lems all around us, but a hope that says that something better is yet to come. And 

our task as the Body of Christ is to do everything we can to bring healing to the 

brokenness that we see far too often, to seek justice wherever we see injustice, and 

to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ! 

 

So, in this season of Lent, use the time wisely to reflect on where you need to 

grow, where you need to seek justice, where you need to grieve, and in general 

where you need to grow closer to Christ! 
 

Peace! 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 

 

Northwest Plains District 
United Methodist Church 

 

910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH 45875 

 

Telephone: 
 419.523.9901  800.589.7828  

 

FAX 419.523.3479 
 

E-mail:  
nwplains@wocumc.org  

 
Website: 

www.northwestplainsdistrict.org 

mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org
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Collaborative Easter Choir 

 

Our choir members at Linworth UMC are deeply missing being 
able to regularly contribute musically to the service, and yet 
some are not comfortable with virtual choir technology so our 
choir events have been limited. In order to meet the musical 
needs of our own congregation and hopefully others, we have 
decided to spearhead a collaboration to create a dynamic 
virtual Easter presentation with readings and choral selec-
tions from as many churches and participants as are inter-
ested.  
 
 
We would love to share this project with you and your choir members! Our vision for this mu-
sical celebration is evolving but the elements we have decided upon are the following:  
 
• 15-20 minutes of content (roughly sermon-length) composed of Easter pieces with at least one or 
two combined choir selections and a few other pieces from interested churches (selected by their 
directors) with possible opportunities for readings  
 
• joint zoom rehearsals to teach/learn the combined music (hopefully with multiple directors offer-
ing these at varying times in February)  
 
• combined expertise of our A/V teams to spread the workload around and at least one Zoom ses-
sion to teach recording skills for those wanting to learn  
 
• a deadline for all digital content of March 17th  
 
• this will provide opportunities for both individual choir members and full church choirs to partici-
pate at a level that is comfortable and exciting  
 
 
We are including a link to an online interest form and would ask that you pray about your engage-
ment with this project and fill it out within the next week. There is room for all levels of participation! 
Please share this email with any other directors you know who might be interested, and we will al-
so be posting it to the district newsletter. 
https://linworthumc.breezechms.com/form/capnortheasterchoir  

Questions? Contact Christine Hiester, Music Director of Traditional Worship, christinehi-
ester73@gmail.com or Shelby Elliott, Membership and Outreach Director, 
selliott@linworthumc.org at Linworth UMC.  

https://linworthumc.breezechms.com/form/capnortheasterchoir
mailto:christinehiester73@gmail.com
mailto:christinehiester73@gmail.com
mailto:selliott@linworthumc.org
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Laity Discernment Retreats 

 
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

 
 
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that call or what to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat 
for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, discernment and what it means to be "called by our bap-
tism." We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discernment and we will discover Spiritual 
Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will also discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in 
our communities. 
 
Each virtual retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6 weeks later by a two-hour ZOOM debriefing. In 
the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms that will lead you 
to a better understanding of your own call. 
 
"I would recommend a Laity Discernment Retreat to someone who is searching or has questions about how they can serve 
their community or their church. It can help guide them through the process, provide resources and help provide a sense of 
peace about what they can be doing right now."  
-Twila Boyd, 2019 participant 
 
This is a great way to partake of this during this time because there is no travel involved.  Contact Kim LaRue if you have any 
questions, kimlarue@powellumc.org.  

 
https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment 

I hope you had an opportunity to be a part of the Moving Forward Online Leadership training 
event on February 13

th
.  Pastor Karl Vaters led the training for small church ministry. I want to 

open with his words of closing…”Pastoring a small congregation is not a punishment for doing 
something wrong but a gift God has given us, it is a specialty and should be done well.” I don’t 
think we say it enough or even honor our small churches and their pastors enough…You are im-
portant to building the kingdom of God here on earth. You are worthy and you are called! Thank 
you for the work you are doing! 
 
Karl gave three ways a small church can be effective: 
 
1.  Realize you can be effective, numbers in attendance do not tell the whole story. 
2.  Discover how a small church functions differently than a big church.  A lot of “big church” 
 ideas don’t work in a small church and there is nothing wrong with that, stop beating your 

     self up because you don’t offer the same programming 
    3.    Understand and use the unique DNA of your church for God’s glory.  Know your history, 
     culture and relationships.  Don’t start with curriculum start with mentoring others (Having 
     been an appraiser, we had a saying, “Location, Location, Location” as a small church  
     they say should be,  “Relationship, Relationship, Relationship”.) 
 

Before he gave the above information, he talked about the need to simplify, we tend to be too overprogrammed in 
the church burning everyone out.  Instead we should be focusing our time and resources on the gifts we have to 
offer and do that well. These are my highlights, yours may be different. If you missed the training or would like to 
hear more about Karl Vaters and his research, you can go to karlvaters.com 
 
In Christ, 
 Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

mailto:kimlarue@powellumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment
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The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the number 
of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to reach 
new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue 
Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at  
        bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at  
        lzuvers@gmail.com 

Nominations for Denman Award Due March 

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award, sponsored by The 
Foundation for Evangelism, honors United Methodists in each 
Annual Conference whose exceptional ministry of evangelism 
brings people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  
  
What distinguishes a Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipi-
ent is the commitment to consistently introduce others to the 
Good News of Jesus Christ in all ministry settings. Their minis-

try is exceptional for the number of new Christ followers who credit encounters with this person as critical 
in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. Awards are given to clergy, laity, and youth. Please sub-
mit nominations by March 15, 2021 to Mariellyn Grace  

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
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Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Register NOW 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already 

available within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, 

lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other dis-

ciples. 
 

 

“Lay Servants in Worship (CORE) led by Dwight Bowers will be offered on Saturday, April 10, at 

8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM .  FIRM deadline for registration is March 26, 2021.  Reg-

ister form can be found within the Compass Newsletter as a loose leaf pamphlet or a NWP District 

Websites under events. It also can be found on the Equip page (link provided here) (https://

www.westohioumc.org/equip). Reading material will be required prior to class. 

 

 

“Justice in Everyday Living” (Advanced) led by Rev. Dee Stickley-Miner will be offered on Satur-

day, April 10 at 8:30am-noon 1:00pm-4:30pm, via ZOOM .  FIRM deadline for registration is March 

26, 2021.  Register form can be found within the Compass Newsletter as a loose leaf pamphlet or a 

NWP District Websites under events. It also can be found on the Equip page (link provided here) 

(https://www.westohioumc.org/equip). Reading material will be required prior to class. 

 

 

 

Lay Members at-large to Annual Conference 

 

Any lay members of Northwest Plains churches who wish to be considered as a 
lay member at-large from the District to Annual Conference this year should 
contact the NWP District office by March 3, 2021 to express their interest in be-
ing considered for an open spot. Annual Conference will be held virtually June 6 
and 7. Contact the District Office with any questions. 



 
 
               

Attention Treasurers and Finance Team Members: 

The Apportionment Statement and Payment Process is Changing 
Effective 1/1/2021  

 

You will receive one statement containing BOTH District and Conference Apportionments – listed as 
separate amounts. You will issue one check payable to West Ohio Conference. The Conference will 
transfer the District's share to their account regularly. It is especially important to include a copy of the 
Statement with your payment indicating how your payment should be applied between District and 
Conference Apportionments. Any questions, contact the District office.  NOTE: Please be sure you are 
sending your apportionment checks to the conference center—we are still receiving checks at the district  
office that we have to forward on. Please communicate to your finance staff.  Thank you! 
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took 
your walk in another community, if you took another three-day 
retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual 

Director , bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of March 7 
Ohio City 
 Rev. Gary Ginter 
Ottawa Trinity/Columbus Grove 
 Rev. Kathleen Hayes 
Pandora/Gilboa 
 Rev. Ruth Carter-Crist 

 

Week of March 21 
Portage  Chapel 
 Rev. Arnold Betz 
Pulaski/Evansport/Stryker 
 Rev. Nico Kinner 
 Rev. Rachel Widdowson 
Rawson: New Hope 
 Rev.  Benjamin Lowell 

Week of March 28 
Rhinehart 
 Rev. Philip Compton 
Ridgeway/Mt. Victory/Larue  
 Rev. Mike Raypholtz 
Riley Creek 
 Rev. Marcella Ciccotelli 
 
 

Week of March 14 
Patterson 
 Rev. Randy Patton 
Paulding/Payne St. Pauls 
 Rev. Brian Arnold 
Pleasant Chapel 
 Briana Geiger 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2021 CONNECTIONAL GIVING 

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD  

Country Chapel UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Findlay Zion UMC 
Melbern UMC 
Mt Zion UMC 
North Union UMC 
Rhinehart UMC 
Rockford UMC 
Salem UMC 
Van Buren UMC 
Vanlue Christ UMC 
Williams Center Calvary UMC 
Zion UMC 

Thank you to the faithful stewards of the NWP District for your connectional giving. Please contact the 
West Ohio Conference if you have any questions.  As a reminder, please only send one monthly appor-
tionment check to the WOC center and designate how you want the money divided-up between the district 
and conference apportionments. 

Blessings, 
 
Lesley Moore 
 

Arlington UMC 
Ayersville UMC 
Bryan Faith UMC 
Bryan Wesley UMC 
Chattanooga UMC 
Continental Christ UMC 
Continental United UMC 
Cridersville UMC 
Defiance St Pauls UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Farmer UMC 
Findlay Howard UMC 
Hicksville Trinity UMC 
Lafayette UMC 
Lima Trinity UMC 
Mark Center UMC 
McComb UMC 
Montpelier St Paul UMC 
Ney UMC 
Oakdale UMC 
Ottawa Trinity UMC 
Pandora UMC 
Patterson UMC 
Paulding UMC 
Pulaski UMC 
Sherwood UMC 
St Andrews UMC 
St Marys Grace UMC 
St Marys Wayne Street UMC 
St Pauls UMC 
Uniopolis UMC 
Van Wert First UMC 
Vaughnsville Community UMC 
Walnut Grove UMC (Auglaize Co) 
West Independence UMC 

On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

Paid 100% of their  

2021 District Apportionments 



Bishop Announces Dates for 2021 Annual Conference:  
June 6 - 7, 2021, to be held virtually  

 
 

The 52nd session of the West Ohio Conference will be held Sunday June 6, 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. and 
Monday, June 7, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Bishop Palmer and the Planning Committee unanimously decided 
to hold a virtual conference since the COVID pandemic is still a serious concern. The theme of Annual Con-
ference is “Run the race with perseverance” based on the scripture Hebrews12:1-3.  
  
“A vaccination is here and brings great hope. However, it is unclear as to how many people will be vac-
cinated by June. So, we must forge on with our plans to care for the business of the annual conference,” 
said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer. "I have great hope and anticipation that we will come together again in a 
foreseeable future.” 

  
More details will be made available in the weeks to come.   

Northwest Plains Compass 
The Northwest Plains Compass is published monthly.  News releases relating to the Compass should be emailed to: 
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