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Dear Friends, 
  
The season of Lent provides us an opportunity to enter a 
season of reflection and self -examination. There are al-
ways those places we could do better, where we could 
be more Christ-like, where we could love more fully, but 
too often we just don’t go to that place where we can  
see ourselves as we really are. 
 
As I read the Lenten texts each week, watch the news 
unfolding each day, see the pain and brokenness in our 
communities, I can’t help but pause and reflect.  
 
I realize that first, I have much to confess to God. I con-

fess that I have grown callous to so much gun violence in our country. I 
confess that when I should be giving voice to the voiceless, I have re-
mained silent far too often. I confess that I have sat back, far too often, 
doing nothing when I should have been leading prophetically in the face 
of the many injustices in our world today.  
 
But then, this inward journey of reflection must lead me to an outward 
journey of action if I am going to follow where Christ is leading. The ex-
ample of Christ for the church has always been a “both/and” kind of jour-
ney. It is both the inward journey of reflection and the outward journey of 
action. It is both a personal commitment to Jesus Christ and a deep 
commitment to social justice. It is both loving God and loving our neigh-
bor.  
 
As we move through the rest of this season of Lent, and then move into 
the celebration of Easter, I invite you to join me on giving ourselves com-
pletely to loving God completely and loving our neighbors as they are, 
where they are. 
 
  
Peace! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Barry Burns 
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Have you ever had to do something because it was “expected” of you and you just didn’t 
want to? Think for most of us the answer is YES, heavy sign! If you are like me you 
come up with all kinds of excuses – I am too busy, adding one more plate in the air is 
going to bring five more down on my head, they don’t need my help they are capable of 
handling it, or I’ve put in my time it is someone else’s turn. Any of those sound familiar? I 
hate to admit I used all three yesterday and none of them held any water! It wasn’t until 
the end of a long day yesterday as I reflected on the day that I realized I am glad my ex-
cuses didn’t stop me from doing what I needed to do. As it turns out (so far ) nothing 
has come crashing down on my head because I didn’t have “time”. The person I meet 
with was quite capable of handling the event but wanted to collaborate. Had I said no, I 
would have missed the opportunity – to be challenged, to challenge, and to create a ser-
vice that will hopefully glorify God. And yes, I have put my time in but that is what gives 

me the experience and knowledge to continue – and continue to grow. Funny how much good can come 
out of taking our eyes/I off ourselves and placing them where they should be. Thank you God for the 
opportunities to grow, even when I don’t want to!!! 
 
Blessings, Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 



 
BROWN BAG Lunch-n-Learns 

 
Announcing new opportunities for learning and fellowship. Starting in October we will be 
having a new series of what we are calling Lunch -n- Learns! You are invited to bring a lunch 
and share in a time of fellowship and learning. We will start at 11:30 am and end by 1:00 pm 
each time. These will be spread around to all of the counties of the Northwest Plains District 
throughout the year and you are invited to come to any or all of them that you might be in-
terested in. You can find a schedule of dates and topics here. This is planned for pastors, but 
everyone is welcome to come and join!  
 
 
 
DATE:    HOSTING CHURCH  TOPIC 
 
March 10, 2020  Salem-Wapak   Financial Policies and Best Practices 
March 24, 2020  John Stewart    Social Media/Technology 
April 14, 2020  Leipsic    Spiritual Direction 
April 28, 2020  Ayersville UMC   Disaster Response and Preparedness 
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Laity Discernment Retreats 
 
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that call or what to do next?  If so, then this is 
the Retreat for you!  At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, discernment and what it means 
to be "called by our baptism".  We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discern-
ment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey.  We will also discuss the variety 
of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in our communities. 
Each retreat kicks off with an 8-hour Saturday session followed by a 3-hour session approximately six weeks 
later.  In between the two sessions, there will opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms 
that will lead you to a better understanding of your own call. 
 
Note: You are welcome to attend any session in any location and you do not need to attend both sessions in 
the same region.  However, you need to attend the all-day Saturday retreat prior to attending the 3-hour fol-
low up session.  
 
The events are online and ready for registration.  You can find them here: https://www.westohioumc.org/
conference/laity-discernment-retreats  You can also navigate to Ministries/Discipleship/Laity Discernment 
Retreats. 
 
 
Northwest Plains & Maumee Watershed 
Thursday March 12, 2020 at Bowling Green First UMC  
 
For more information, visit www.westohioumc.org/conference/laity-discrenment-retreats or contact Kris 
Shoaf at kshoaf@wocumc.org 

 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/laity-discernment-retreats
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/laity-discernment-retreats
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at lzu-
vers@gmail.com 

 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Register NOW 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already 

available within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, 

lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disci-

ples. 
 

“Methodist Heritage”  (CORE) led by Rev. Brian Arnold/Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, March 7, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.  The FIRM 

deadline for registration is February 26, 2020.  Register on the district website or use registration form 

here within the newsletter. 

 

“Theology of Our Hymns (Advance)” led by Rev. Duane Kemerley/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will 

be offered on Saturday, March 7, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.  

The FIRM deadline for registration is February 26, 2020.  Register on the district website or use regis-

tration form here within the newsletter. 

 

“Lay Servants lead in Prayer (CORE) led by Jeff Motter/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered 

on Saturday, April 4, at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio. .  The 

FIRM deadline for registration is March 25, 2020.  Register on the district website or use registration 

form here within the newsletter. 

 

“Grief Seminar (Advanced) will be offered on Saturday, April 4 at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic 

UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.   The FIRM deadline for registration is March 25, 2020.  Reg-

ister on the district website or use registration form here within the newsletter. 
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Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the num-
ber of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the jus-
tice, love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to 
reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue 
Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Thank you so much for your wonderful response to the By 
George Campaign.  We have been able to send in 
$37, 357.91  already, and have more to send. I think the time has 
come for us to draw this campaign to an end, so we will be sending 
in our last contribution for now at the end of April. This will give 
you time to send in your remaining gifts if you are interested. 
Again, Thank you so much!! 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of March 8 
Melrose 
 Rev. Rick Snyder 
Mendon Charge 
 Rev. Robert Glenn 
Middle Creek 
 Rev. David Prior 

 

Week of March 15 
Middle Point 
 Rev. Timothy Owens 
Montpelier First 
 Rev. Justin McCall 
Montpelier St. Paul’s 
 Rev. Charles Case 

Week of March 22 
Mt. Blanchard 
 Rev. Brett Kelly 
Mt. Cory/Pleasant View 
 Rev. Mark Fuerstenau 
Mt. Tabor 
 Rev. Phillip Jarrells 
 

Week of March 29 
Mt. Zion 
 Rev. David Prior 
New Knoxville 
 Rev. Dennis Gaertner 
North Creek 
 Rev. Rick Noggle 
 

 BY GEORGE! Campaign 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2020 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

 

 
 
Coldwater UMC  
Crawford UMC  
Elida Zion UMC  
Erastus UMC  
Farmer UMC  
Findlay Mt Zion  
Fort Recovery UMC  
Gilboa UMC  
Grover Hill Zion UMC  
Hamilton Bethel UMC  
Harrod UMC  
Haviland Country Chapel UMC 
Hepburn UMC  
Houcktown UMC 
Leipsic UMC  
Melbern UMC  
Middle Creek UMC  
Middle Point UMC  
Mt Zion (Hardin Co.) UMC 
Mt Zion Celina UMC 
New Knoxville UMC  
North Creek UMC  
Pleasant Chapel UMC  
Salem UMC (Wyandot)  
Van Buren UMC  
Wapakoneta First UMC  
Wapakoneta Salem UMC  
Williams Center Calvary UMC
  

Thank you to the faithful stewards of the NWP District for your connectional giving. Please contact Kim Tumblin at 

ktumblin@wocumc.org if you have any questions.  

 
Blessings, 

Kim Tumblin 
Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Ada First UMC   
Alger First UMC   
Allentown UMC   
Arcadia UMC   
Arlington UMC   
Ayersville UMC   
Bryan Faith UMC  
Bryan Wesley UMC  
Cairo UMC Bath merged  
Carey Memorial UMC  
Chattanooga UMC  
Continental Christ UMC  
Continental United UMC  
Cridersville Perry UMC  
Cridersville UMC  
Defiance St Pauls UMC  
Defiance Trinity UMC  
Delphos Trinity UMC  
 East Mt Zion UMC  
Elida Immanuel UMC  
Elida St Paul UMC  
Evansport UMC   
Findlay Howard UMC  
Findlay Journey At Christ Church 
Findlay St Andrew'S UMC 
Findlay St Marks UMC  
Findlay St Paul's UMC  
Findlay Zion UMC  

Grant UMC   
Hicksville Grace UMC  
Hicksville Trinity UMC   

 

Kenton First UMC   
Kingsley UMC   
Lafayette First UMC   
Latty Friends   
Lima Trinity UMC   
Mark Center UMC   
McComb UMC   
Montpelier First UMC   
Montpelier St Paul's  
Mt Blanchard UMC   
Mt Cory UMC   
Mt Zion (Paulding Co.) UMC  
New Beginnings UMC   
Ney UMC   
Oakdale UMC   
Ohio City UMC   
Pandora UMC   
Paulding UMC   
Rhinehart UMC   
Shawnee UMC   
Sherwood UMC   
Spencerville Trinity UMC   
St Marys Grace UMC   
St Marys Wayne St UMC   
Van Wert First UMC   
Van Wert Wesley UMC   
Vaughnsville Community UMC  
Walnut Grove (Auglaize) UMC  
West Independence UMC   
West Unity UMC   

Paid 100% of their  

2020 District Apportionments 

On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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Return Service Requested 

 

2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Sunday, June 7 - Wednesday, June 10, 2020 

Hoover  
Auditorium  

at  
Lakeside  

Chautauqua 

Check the 
Conference 

website 
for details  
regarding 
overnight 

accommodations 


