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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
Five years ago, when I was unexpectedly appoint-
ed to Springboro, close to family, I never imagined I 
would be returning in a few short years to the flat-
lands of northwest Ohio, let alone as your DS! 
Thank you to so many who have already reached 
out to welcome us “back home!” This is the area 
where all three of my children were born. Now I ex-

pect two of them to graduate from Findlay before we move again.  
 
While returning to Northwest Plains does feel a bit like returning home, I 
also recognize that none of us are the same as we were five years ago. We 
have lived through a double pandemic; we continue to see many of our 
towns and even our churches decline; we have personally experienced 
milestones and struggles, farewells and celebrations.  
 
And yet, through it all, we have been called to persevere. Through it all, we 
have been encouraged to remember that God is always with us. Through it 
all, we have been invited to follow the Holy Spirit’s leading into the next 
season of our lives. Through it all, we are still the body of Christ in this 
world.  
I know we have challenges ahead of us. The next five years will not be 
easy for a myriad of reasons. Yet I invite you in this next season to remem-
ber the words we heard this year at Annual Conference:   
 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. 
And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.” (Heb 12:1-2)  
 
May we run with perseverance, keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus! May we 
remember we are part of a great line of faithful witnesses and have a faith 
to share so that the line continues! May we live by joy and faith and hope 
and love!   
 
Together in Christ,  

 
 
 
 
 

Amy   
 

Rev. Amy Haines 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 
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Recently I went on vacation to Florida. It was wonderful spending time with family, relaxing 
on the beach and reading a book for fun. Two things happened on the trip that really wit-
nessed to me. First, we always knew when it was 5:05pm because no matter where we were 
my phone alarm would go off to remind me to say the 5:05 prayer (a breakthrough prayer for 
Salem UMC). My 18 year old great niece, Hailee told me that she thought it was cool that the 
church prayed at 5:05 each day and recited the prayer with me a few times. I think that it is 
cool that she noticed and knew why my alarm was going off. 
 
The second thing happened while we were in Ybor City, my nephew and his wife were in a 
store and the girls (my great niece and her friend) and I were sitting outside the store waiting 
on them. My overly protective auntie mode was on full force as there were several homeless 
men that kept walking by. Sorry to say, my compassion at that moment was overshadowed 

by protectiveness – I am not proud of my reaction. When one of them walked by for the fourth or fifth time, 
Kaylee said, “I have been praying for him that he knows Jesus and for Jesus to help him, I also pray that he 
sees Jesus in us.” Ouch, I stood convicted by her words and realized that I needed to ask for forgiveness, 
tone down the protective dial, and dial up the prayer mode. 
 
Even when we are on vacation God is continually at work in, around and through us. Where have you been a 
witness and where have you been witnessed too? 
 
In Christ, 
 
Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

Multiply Minis: Trainings to Multiply Your 
Impact!  

 July 14 AM: Stewardship and You Register Here  
July 14 PM: Finding Funders: Be Prepared Register Here  

July 28 AM: What is a House Church? Register Here  
 

Multiply Minis are interactive, relevant, and timely trainings for ministry leaders and 
churches to multiply your impact. Minis are free for West Ohio clergy and laity. Space 
is limited to 150 participants per Mini. To view the full listing of this year’s Multiply Min-
is and/or to register for any of the sessions, visit www.multiplyminis.org.  CEUs 

are available for all Multiply Minis.    
  

If you would like a consultation to determine which Minis might be best for you, please 
call Allyssa Graves in the Office of Fresh Starts & New Beginnings, 614-505-7405.  

https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1744
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1743
https://www.westohioumc.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1742
https://www.westohioumc.org/multiply-minis
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EXCITING NEWS 
 

NEW LAY SERVANT CLASS  
OPPORUNITY 

 
October 23, 2021 

COME JOIN US on October 23, 2021 for a new type of Lay Servant Class. We are so excited to 
have retired Bishop Kenneth Carder presenting this class for NWP.  Ministry with the Forgotten ~ 
Dementia through a Spiritual Lens was written by Bishop Carder who had a personal journey 
caring for his wife, Linda , who had Alzheimer's for  several years prior to her death. 
 
Bishop Carder notes that the almost six million people with Alzheimer’s and other forms of de-
mentia are viewed largely through a medical lens of devastating symptoms and hopeless de-
cline. But he believes that faith communities focus on stories and are uniquely positioned to 
broaden the lens and counter the stigma, isolation, and hopelessness associated with dementia. 
The presentation will identify specific theological, spiritual, and practical resources for presence 
and ministry with people affected by dementia.  
 
Bishop Carder has academic degrees from East Tennessee State University, Wesley Theologi-
cal Seminary, and Vanderbilt Divinity School. Bishop  Carder, who has authored six books as 
well as numerous chapters and articles presently serves as the Ruth W. and A. Morris Williams, 
Jr. Distinguished Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry Duke Divinity School, Durham, 
North Carolina.  
 
Dementia has affected many families. This class will provide help for those that suffer from de-
mentia as well as the caregivers.  More information coming at a later date along with the regis-
tration ~ so stay tuned. CEUs will be offered for clergy who attend. 

Worker's Compensation: Take No Action  
 

The Conference has selected Sedgwick as its Ohio Workers’ Compensation group Managed 
Care Organization (MCO).  You have likely already received a letter confirming this.  There is no 
action for you to take.  You will however be receiving a package of information in the event you 
need to file a workers’ compensation claim.  Direct questions to Kathy Redmond at 
Kathy.Redmond@Sedgwick.com or 614-376-5409 

mailto:Kathy.Redmond@Sedgwick.com
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The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the number 
of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to reach 
new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Susan Black/sblack@wocumc.org; Mr. Brad Ay-
cock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at  
        bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at  
        lzuvers@gmail.com 

Sign-up NOW! 
 

Northwest Plains District 
Annual One-on-Ones 

 
Please check your emails to Sign-up today. 

 
Thank you! 

mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj1nLS6yKvbAhUeoYMKHekQA6AQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maxpixel.net%2FWoman-Day-Love-Date-Coffee-Shop-Girl-Coffee-2937163&psig=AOvVaw2hDhZkSG-brQE7NQ4qk2mg&ust=1527705416620
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Family Camp Planned for  
Church Leaders 

  
Scripture is clear about the importance of showing honor to our 
pastors. This is why Camp Otterbein has set aside one camp this 
season specifically for church leaders and their families. 
  
Otterbein Family Camp for Church Leaders is scheduled for Sun-

day, July 25 through Tuesday, July 27. It is the perfect opportunity to spend time making memories with 
your family and growing in your faith together.  
  
Church leaders, you and your families will have your own private accommodations selected during regis-
tration. In the woods, you can get the feel of a traditional, rustic cabin with modern conveniences like air-
conditioning and nearby restrooms. Our treehouses are located on a secluded ridge, about ½ mile walk 
from the rest of camp, completely off the grid with no electricity or running water. You can also choose to 
bring your own tent or RV. 
  
Families can choose your own adventure at Family Camp. With a flexible schedule, you can join in our 
many staff-led activities and worship times, or take some extra personal time with your family, whatever 
works best for you. Visit https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/family-camp-planned-church-
leaders or Click here for more information and registration.  

Supporting Healthy  
Beginnings and Endings: 

Support for Ministry Transitions 

  
John Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement, was an “itinerant” preacher, traveling throughout Eng-
land setting up Methodist societies. Before they are ordained or licensed, clergy in The United Methodist 
Church agrees to a life of itineracy, serving where their bishop appoints them. Appointments are for one 
year at a time. As itineracy is our heritage, we hope to make it easy by providing the support and re-
sources for clergy, their spouses, families and congregations to have successful transitions. Although 
your district office is your first resource for assistance and support, there are other resources available to 
help you navigate this season for success. Click on the links below or visit https://www.resourceumc.org/
en/content/tips-to-help-pastors-and-families-on-the-move & https://www.churchleadership.com/tag/
pastoral-transitions/ 
 

Helping clergy families move 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership Tips for Pastoral Transitions 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/family-camp-planned-church-leaders
mailto:capitolareanorth@wocumc.org
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/tips-to-help-pastors-and-families-on-the-move
https://www.churchleadership.com/tag/pastoral-transitions/


     Hello, West Ohio ERT's! 
 
 

Following last week's flooding in southern Ohio, volunteers are needed for muck-
outs and other recovery projects.  
 
If you and/or your ERT team is ready to serve, you can be in touch with: 
 

• Mike Boster, Lawrence County EMA, at 740-533-4375 

• Gary Stabler, Shawnee Valley District, at 740-384-3328 

• Rev. Anthony Thomas, New Hope UMC, for housing needs at 419-708-1607  
 
If you have questions, feel free to email me at mgrace@wocumc.org. 
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took 
your walk in another community, if you took another three-day 
retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual 

Director , bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of July 4 
Benton Ridge Good Shepherd 
 Rev. Richard Hiltibran 
Bluffton First 
 Rev. Robert Clinger 
Bluffton Trinity 
 Rev. Gregg Fox 

 

Week of July 18 
Carey Grace 
 Rev. Loran Miracle 
Carey Memorial 
 Rev. Kevin Wilcox 
Caring Points (Leipsic & New Hope) 
 Rev. Laurie Beaty 
 

Week of July 25 
Celina: Bethany 
 Rev. Jon Exman 
Celina: Mt. Zion/Mercer 
 George Rowell 
Chattanooga 
 Rev. Tom Brunstrup 

Week of July 11 
Bryan Faith 
 Rev. Eric Dailey 
Bryan Wesley 
 Rev. Peter Paige 
Cairo 
 Rev. Thomas Holmes 

mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2021 CONNECTIONAL GIVING 

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD  

Alger First UMC 
Arcadia UMC 
Benton Ridge Good Shepherd UMC 
Bethel-Forder Bridge UMC 
Bluffton Trinity UMC 
Cairo UMC 
Carey Memorial UMC 
Celina Mt Zion UMC 
Chattanooga UMC 
Country Chapel UMC 
Countryside Chapel UMC 
Dunkirk Grace UMC 
Elida St Paul UMC 
Emanuel UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Farmer UMC 
Findlay Zion UMC 
Fort Recovery UMC 
Gilboa UMC 
Grover Hill Zion UMC 
Hamilton Bethel UMC 
Harrod UMC 
Hepburn UMC 
Houcktown UMC 
Landfair UMC 
Leipsic UMC 
Liberty Chapel UMC 
Maysville UMC 
McComb UMC 
Melbern UMC 
Melrose UMC 
Mercer UMC 
Middle Creek UMC 
Middle Point UMC 
Mt Zion UMC 

Thank you to the faithful stewards of the NWP District for your connectional giving. Please contact the 
West Ohio Conference if you have any questions.  As a reminder, please only send one monthly appor-
tionment check to the WOC center and designate how you want the money divided-up between the district 
and conference apportionments.  Info above is YTD through May 30th. 

Blessings, 
 
Lesley Moore 
 

Ada First UMC 
Allentown UMC 
Arlington UMC 
Ayersville UMC 
Bluffton First UMC 
Bryan Faith UMC 
Bryan Wesley UMC 
Columbus Grove St John 
UMC 
Continental Christ UMC 
Continental United UMC 
Cridersville UMC 
Defiance St Pauls UMC 
Defiance Trinity UMC 
Delphos Trinity UMC 
East Mt Zion UMC 
Edon UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Family of Faith UMC 
Findlay Howard UMC 
Forest UMC 
Friends UMC 
Grand Lake UMC 
Grant UMC 
Hicksville Grace UMC 
Hicksville Trinity UMC 
Journey at Christ UMC 
Kenton First UMC 
Kingsley UMC 
Lafayette UMC 
Lima St Marks UMC 
Lima Trinity UMC 
 

On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

Paid 100% of their  

2021 District Apportionments 

New Hope Bethel 
New Knoxville UMC 
North Creek UMC 
North Union UMC 
Otterbein UMC 
Patterson UMC 
Payne St Paul UMC 
Pleasant View (Mt Cory) UMC 
Rhinehart UMC 
Riley Creek UMC 
Rockford UMC 
Rockport UMC 
Roundhead UMC 
Salem UMC 
Spencerville Trinity 
Twin Oaks UMC 
Uniopolis UMC 
Van Buren UMC 
Vanlue Christ UMC 
Walnut Grove UMC (Auglaize 
Co) 
Wapakoneta First UMC 
Wapakoneta Salem UMC 
Waynesfield UMC 
Wesley Chapel UMC 
West Unity UMC 
Westminster UMC 
Wharton UMC 
Williams Center Asbury UMC 
Williams Center Calvary UMC 
Willshire Union UMC 
Zion UMC 

Mark Center UMC 
Montpelier First UMC 
Montpelier St Paul UMC 
Mt Blanchard UMC 
Mt Cory UMC 
Mt Zion UMC 
Ney UMC 
Oakdale UMC 
Ottawa Trinity UMC 
Pandora UMC 
Paulding UMC 
Perry UMC 
Pleasant Chapel UMC 
Powell Memorial UMC 
Pulaski UMC 
Ridgeway UMC 
Salem Cass UMC 
Sherwood UMC 
St Andrews UMC 
St Marks UMC 
St Marys Grace UMC 
St Marys Wayne Street UMC 
St Pauls UMC 
Van Wert First UMC 
Van Wert Trinity UMC 
Van Wert Wesley UMC 
Vaughnsville Community UMC 
Walnut Grove UMC (Hardin Co) 
West Independence UMC 
Westside UMC 
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Return Service Requested 

 

Monday, May 31, 
2021 

Office reopens  
Tuesday, June 1, 2021 

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED 

The District Office will be closed 

 

Friday, July 2 

Monday, July 5  

 

In observance of Independence Day 


