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Dear Friends, 
 
Hymns have been very instrumental in my own spiritual devel-
opment. There are just so many of them that speak the words of 
my heart in my prayer life when my own words fail me. Just 
one example was in my devotions this morning as I was medi-
tating and praying, the wonderful hymn Breathe on Me Breath 
of God came to mind and has become my prayer for this day. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, Fill me with life anew, That I 
may love what Thou dost love, And do what Thou wouldst do. 
Lord, may I love all that you love. Allow me to give voice to the 
voiceless, strive for justice wherever I see injustice, give me 
courage to love with a scandalous and extravagant grace… 

 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, Until my heart is pure, Until with Thee I will one 
will, To do and to endure. 

Give me a pure heart, make your will my will… 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, Till I am wholly Thine, Until this earthly part of 
me Glows with Thy fire divine. 

All that I am, all that I have I give to you… 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, So shall I never die, But live with Thee the per-
fect life Of Thine eternity. 

Give me the eyes to see that the troubles of this world, are not the end of 
your story… 
 
Let me challenge you to once again to be a people of prayer. Join me in the 
days ahead to pray for the world that we are a part of, our country, our com-
munities, and our denomination. Pray for a world where our children would-
n’t have to be fearful of going to school. Pray that we could begin to see be-
yond the color of our skin and to simply love. Pray for those families and 
individuals that have been destroyed by addictions to drugs. Pray for our 
denomination as we move towards our special General Conference in Feb-
ruary of 2019. 
 
There are many other things to pray deeply for, but becoming a people of 
prayer, means among other things, giving ourselves to God so that our 
hearts may be molded to God’s heart! Please join me in this kind of prayer. 
 
Peace! 

 
 
 
 

  
 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 

 

Northwest Plains District 
United Methodist Church 

 

910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH 45875 

 

Telephone: 
 419.523.9901  800.589.7828  

 

FAX 419.523.3479 
 

E-mail:  
nwplains@wocumc.org  

 
Website: 

www.northwestplainsdistrict.org 

He is Risen 

mailto:nwplains@wocumc.org
http://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org
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Week of July 29 
Shawnee 
 Rev. Bryan Bucher 
Sherwood/Bethel Forder Charge 
 Rev. Kevin Doseck 
Silver Creek 
 Rev. Mark Bishop 

Week of July 22 
St. Marys Grace/Walnut Grove Charge 
 Rev. Beverly Hulburt 
St. Marys Wayne Street 
 Rev. Tim Benjamin 
Salem Cass 
 Rev. Ronald Hoeksema  

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appoint-
ments (church and pastor): 
 

Week of July 8 
Pulaski/Evansport Charge 
  Rev. Rebecca Gray 
Rawson: New Hope 
 Rev. Benjamin W. Lowell 
Rhinehart 
 Rev. Philip Compton 

Week of July 15 
Ridgeway/Mt. Victory Charge 
 Rev. Corey M. Bailey 
Rockford 
 Rev. Thurlow (Chip) Steffy 
Roundhead/Mt. Zion Charge 
 Rev. Ted Bible 

            

 Question: Where is the furthest place you have ever celebrated Holy Com-
munion? For me it would be in Israel, as you can imagine or relate to it is one of 
those moments you just don’t forget. So why the question?  Living in Wapakoneta 
the hometown of Astronaut Neil Armstrong, celebrating the moon landing is a very 
big thing here, next year will be the 50

th
 anniversary. I just learned an interesting 

fact and I am wondering how many of you knew that Buzz Aldrin and Neal Arm-
strong had one of those moments too. They celebrated Holy Communion on the 
moon. Buzz Aldrin shared his story with Guidepost on July 10, 2014, here is part 
of the article: 
“After landing on the moon Aldrin made the following announcement "Houston, 

this is Eagle. This is the LM Pilot speaking. I would, like to request a few moments of silence. I 
would like to invite each person listening in, wherever and whomever he may be, to contemplate 
for a moment the events of the past few hours and to give thanks in his own individual way." 
For me this meant taking communion. In the radio blackout I opened the little plastic packages 
which contained bread and wine. 
I poured the wine into the chalice our church had given me. In the one-sixth gravity of the moon 
the wine curled slowly and gracefully up the side of the cup. It was interesting to think that the 
very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the first food eaten there, were communion ele-
ments. 
And so, just before I partook of the elements, I read the words which I had chosen to indicate our 
trust that as man probes into space we are in fact acting in Christ. 
I sensed especially strongly my unity with our church back home, and with the Church every-
where. 
I read: "I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, will bear much 
fruit; for you can do nothing without me." John 15:5 (TEV)” 
Next time you take communion ask yourself if you have enough trust in God to take you to the 
moon and back and where you need to step out in trust. 
 

Blessings,  
Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 
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Mission U:  Learning Together for 
the Transformation of the World 

Mission U is a diverse community of people learning to put their faith 
into practical action in the current world context. Through worship, in
-depth study, music, prayer, sharing and exploring, we invite you to 
grow with us in understanding of the mission of the church.  

Held on campus at Ohio Northern University, 525 South Main St., Ada, OH 45810 
Mission U offers a 4-Day Program: Thursday, July 5-Sunday, July 8  OR  1-Day Sampler: Saturday, July 7 

This year’s studies include: Spiritual Growth (Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal 

Living), Global and Geographic Understanding (Missionary Conferences in The United Methodist Church), 

Social Justice Understanding (What About Our Money? A Faith Response), Youth Study (Is It Just Money? 

Our Dollars, God’s Economy), and Children’s Study (Money Matters). 

 

Register online at www.westohioumc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a Lay 
Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Nancy Replogle is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, 

Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert, and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 419.771.3472  or by 
email at rnreplogle73@gmail.com.   

 
• Stephen Brooks is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Han-

cock, Henry, Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.519.3319 or by 
email at     sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.  

 

 
 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/mission-u-4-day-program
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/mission-u-1-day-sampler
http://www.westohioumc.com
file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/rnreplogle73@gmail.com
file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com
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BY GEORGE! Campaign 

This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the Northwest Plains Dis-
trict to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in 
Haiti. This hospital that has served countless numbers of children and their 
families over the years has been devastated by the earthquakes and hurri-
canes and is in desperate need of help. So, we are inviting you to be part of 
a special campaign.  
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give 
just $1 per week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic 
amount of financial help, but also hope that they are not alone. The money 
will be collected at the District Office and sent on to Haiti. There will be 
much more information coming in the form of videos, pamphlets, etc. But 
we invite you now to begin praying about your congregation being a part 
of this effort. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this 
is one way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can 
apart. Watch for more information to come! 

Campaign Vision and 
Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, ro-
bust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the 
number of people who are choosing to live in the hope 
of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by 
the justice, love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and re-
spectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in 
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. George Cooper/
gcooper@wocumc.org, Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/
snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

mailto:gcooper@wocumc.org
mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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              Required Boundary Training for Clergy 
 

Boundary training focuses on developing healthy boundaries 

in ministry and is specific to the role of a clergy person. One of the most interesting dynamics is the pow-

er difference between a person in a ministerial role and a member of his or her congregation. Other topics 

include personal and  

professional health and the use of social media. This training is required for all actively serving clergy and 

retired clergy under appointment. The Episcopal Office, Cabinet, and the Office of Ministry have worked 

together to plan and implement this vital training. All materials will be provided for you. Starting Friday, 

March 16, please register for one of these events on the conference website. 

• August 25-Linworth UMC 

• August 29-Christ UMC, Kettering, MIV/ORV 

• August 30-Grace UMC, Perrysburg, MWD/NWP 

• September 12-Reynoldsburg UMC, CAS/CAN 

 

Should you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas at 614.844.6200 or by email 

at sthomas@wocumc.org.  

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 

contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the 
Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community.  The clergy listing needs 
updating. If you took your walk in another community, if you 
took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information 
has changed, please send the information to Brad Martin, Em-

maus Community Spiritual Director | bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The District Office will be closed 

 

Wednesday, July 4  

Thursday, July 5 

Friday, July 6 

 

In observance of Independence Day. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001vY--UTgTnm6cfxjNPWWkejEBottHnqEj6J4d7qyDYsFwFSrVWuLdsl4NOFdnKFH2SLs9uePb1ofoZJLmrpl2LMtiP9ml9PZ5NJDQXvM9pn5-5K_NfBsX2OeIvAcpGqs7Vr5aX_LWK8hZcp6KFGtmRKmksY-RIy4qicfg9
mailto:sthomas@wocumc.org
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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2018 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

District 100% 

 

 
 

On track with District Giving 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for your patience as  we waited for the “report module” in the new accounting 

software to be up-and-running.  Statements should be correct.  If you have any questions or have a name 

or address change, please contact Kim Tumblin at Ktumblin@wocumc.org 

 

Blessings, 
Kim Tumblin 

Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Conference Giving 

The West Ohio Conference has received apportionment checks from our Northwest Plains District 

churches, but due to an accounting software conversion, conference apportionment giving reports 

are not available at this time.   We thank you for your patience, your understanding, and most of all 

for your faithfulness in giving. 

Ada First 
Alger First 
Ayersville 
Benton Ridge Good 
Shepherd 
Bethel Van Wert 
Bluffton First 
Bryan Wesley 
Chattanooga 
Continental United 
Cridersville 
Delphos Trinity 
Edon 
Elida Immanuel 
Elida St Paul 
Emmanuel 
Evansport 
Family Of Faith 
Farmer 
First Van Wert 
Forest 
Grand Lake 
Grant 
Howard 
Kingsley 
Mark Center 
McComb 
Montpelier St Pauls 

Arcadia 
Carey Memorial 
Convoy 
Cridersville Perry 
Erastus 
Forest Park 
Fort Recovery 
Gilboa 
Grover Hill Zion 
Hamilton Bethel 
Harpster 
Harrod 
Haviland Country Chapel 
Hepburn 
Hicksville Grace 
Houcktown 
Kossuth Zion 
Lafayette 
Landfair 
Latty Friends 
Leipsic 
Liberty Chapel 
Maysville 
Melbern 
Melrose 
Mendon 
Mercer 
Middle Creek 
Middle Point 
Mt Blanchard 
Mt Zion (Hardin) 

New Knoxville 
Ney 
Ohio City 
Otterbein 
Payne St Paul 
Pleasant View 
Rhinehart 
Riley Creek 
Rockford 
Rockport 
Roundhead 
Salem (Wyandot) 
St Johns 
Stryker 
Twin Oaks 
Uniopolis 
Van Buren 
Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 
Westminster 
Westside 
Wharton 
Williams Center As-
bury 
Williams Center Cal-
vary 
Willshire Union 
Zion (Elida) 

Mount Cory 
Mount Victory 
North Creek 
Oakdale 
Ottawa Trinity 
Pleasant Chapel 
Pulaski 
Ridgeway 
Saint Andrews Findlay 
Saint Marys Grace 
Spencerville Trinity 
St Marks Findlay 
St Marks Lima 
St Marys Wayne St 
St Pauls Findlay 
Trinity Lima 
Trinity Van Wert 
Vanlue Christ 
Vaughnsville 
Waynesfield 
Wesley Van Wert 
West Independence 
Zion Findlay 

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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Friendly Reminder! 
 

Northwest Plains District Annual One-on-Ones 

 
If  you have not scheduled your 1:1 appointment,  
please call Lesley Moore at the District office, 
1.800.589.7828 or reference the email recently 
sent and schedule through the Doodle Poll. 
 

Thank you! 


