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 Dear Friends, 

 
So much has happened over this passed year, and if the truth 
be known many of us are just not doing well. There is the pan-
demic that has now killed over 400,000 individuals in our 
country alone and has disrupted life as we knew it now for al-
most a year. There is the extremely divisive presidential elec-
tion that has left our country, at best, battered and bruised. 
There has been the economic fallout from the pandemic 
which has left many families vulnerable and at times unsure of 
how to even care for themselves adequately. There is the on-
going battle against racism in our culture. And I could go on 
and on, but the effect of all of this is that our country is divid-
ed, wounded, exhausted, grieving, and looking for hope. 
 

We also must recognize that all that is happening in our culture has had a deep 
impact upon our churches. Now, we must be sure to recognize that there are 
some good things that have been accomplished in our churches over this past 
year. Most of our congregations have been forced into the reality that we must 
have a presence online if we are going to be able to reach people. Many con-
gregations have taken this time of separation to become more intentional about 
caring for each other. And we have also been able to realize in some places 
that what we had gotten used to was not necessarily helping us fulfill our pri-
mary purpose. 
 
However, I also realize that there is another side to all of this. I don’t believe 
that this year caused new fault lines to appear in our congregations as much as 
it magnified, and sped up, some of the problems that were already there but we 
had gotten good at ignoring. I know from conversations with pastors and lead-
ers that we have many congregations that are being forced into the realization 
that unless something changes, they won’t be financially sustainable for much 
longer forcing us into making some extremely difficult decisions.  
 
I have also seen that this year when we have not always been able to worship 
in our beloved sanctuaries, that it uncovered how we had grown into some 
deep misunderstandings of who we are as the Church. Far too many have fall-
en into the trap of idolizing our buildings, and when that was disrupted we are 
thrown into a crisis. But we must realize that the Church was never meant to be 
a location or a building. Church is who we are, not where we are. And wherev-
er the people of God are, the church is there. In many of our congregations, 
there is an unhealthy addiction to our buildings that at times has gotten in the 
way of us truly being the church and engaging our communities as they are for 
Jesus. 
 
What I can say with confidence in the midst of all of this, is that, first of all, God 
is still with us. We are not and have never been alone. And secondly, the con-
gregations that are going to not only survive, but be able to thrive, are those 
that are focused like a laser on their mission of making disciples of Jesus 
Christ. I recognize that this time has changed us.  
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We are never going to be able to go back to the way it was. But our mission has not changed. I know 
that some, if not many of our congregations may not be sustainable for too many more years, and I 
grieve that. But I also know that our communities need the good news of Jesus Christ now more than 
ever. And I believe that God is calling us to find the courage to engage our communities, as they are – 
not as they were, with the hope that good news of Jesus Christ that can bring transformation. We 
must open ourselves up to be transformed so that God can bring transformation to our world through 
us. 
 
Peace! 

 
 
 

Barry   

 
Bishop, Cabinet ask for your prayers 

 

Dear Friends in Christ Jesus: 
 
We have now turned the corner and are fully into 2021. Every day that God grants us to draw breath is yet 
another opportunity to bring glory to God as we serve our neighbor. I continue to be 
filled with awe and gratitude for your faithfulness through all the opportunities and 
challenges. 
 
As you read this, the district superintendents and I have begun digging into the work 
of appointment making. To be sure, some of this goes on throughout the year. But the 
Winter/Spring of the year bring it to a more intense focus as we move toward the An-
nual Conference Session. As this work of deploying clergy to one or more of our 
“mission stations” or other settings for missional ministry, I heartily solicit your prayers 
for the effectiveness and fruitfulness of this good work. Believe me it takes all of us to 
make this work. 
 
After many years of being a part of the appointive process it mostly still gives me en-
ergy and joy. That said I do not want to give you the impression that there are no 
bumps in the road. When the superintendents and I do appointive work there is hardly a time when we are not 
aware of what we soberly and lovingly refer to as the “constraints” on the process.  
 
Some of the constraints are clearly practical like timing and tethers. But I am increasingly persuaded that the 
greatest constraints are spiritual, emotional, and theological. Here I refer anxiety, fear, and a mindset of scar-
city. So, when I ask for you to be joined in prayer for this necessary work of aligning and deploying servant 
leaders to ministry settings, I especially ask that you beseech the Triune God for: 
 
• Eyes to “see all the people” 
• Discernment to know our real mission field 
• Faith that triumphs over fear 
• Calm that quiets anxiety 
• Trust that there is enough 
 
Pray these things with me for the whole church. I am, 
 
Yours in Christ,  
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Laity Discernment Retreats 

 
 

 
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

 
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that call or what to do next? If so, then this is 
the Retreat for you! At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, discernment and what it means to 
be "called by our baptism." We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discernment and 
we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey. We will also discuss the variety of ways Laity 
can serve both in our churches and in our communities. 
 
Each virtual retreat will consist of two, two-hour ZOOM sessions, followed 6 weeks later by a two-hour ZOOM 
debriefing. In the 6 weeks between sessions, there will be opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual 
Rhythms that will lead you to a better understanding of your own call. 
 
"I would recommend a Laity Discernment Retreat to someone who is searching or has questions about how they 
can serve their community or their church. It can help guide them through the process, provide resources and 
help provide a sense of peace about what they can be doing right now."  
-Twila Boyd, 2019 participant 
 
This is a great way to partake of this during this time because there is no travel involved.  Contact Kim LaRue if 
you have any questions, kimlarue@powellumc.org.  
 

https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment 

Where do I even begin…what a year 2020 was, who seriously thought a pandemic 
would break out across the world. I guess if you know your history perhaps you knew it 
was just a matter of time but for most of us, I think we were caught off guard. The isola-
tion has been tough, losing loved ones and friends has been painful, not being able to 
visit our loved ones in Nursing Homes or at the hospital has been frustrating. And while 
2021 holds the promise of vaccines, seeing our nation so clearly divided is heartbreak-
ing. 

One thing I know without a doubt, in the midst of tough, painful, frustrating and heart-
breaking times, our God is at work!  

People are helping their neighbors, whether through checking on them, getting groceries, 
or waving from a distance. They are also finding new ways to serve and to connect. Many churches have 
creatively reached out beyond their walls to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Our God is with 
us! 

May we all take our comfort and strength in knowing that God is at work and God is with us! May we con-
tinue to lift our nation, our neighbors, our loved ones up in prayer. And may we each be conduits of God’s 
love, mercy and healing to all we come in contact with. Amen! 

Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

mailto:kimlarue@powellumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/laitydiscernment


Page 4                                                   Northwest Plains Compass                         January/February 2021 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the number 
of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to reach 
new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue 
Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at  
        bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at  
        lzuvers@gmail.com 

Virtual ERT Recertification Class Set for February 20 
 

  

On Saturday, February 20, from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm, West Ohio will hold a virtual ERT recertifi-
cation class using ZOOM online. The four-hour course will be taught by West Ohio ERT train-
ers and is approved by UMCOR. Registrants must complete a background check and submit a 
photo prior to the training in order to participate. The class is only for ERT’s who have already 
completed the 8-hour basic course and need to recertify. The class costs $20 and is limited to 
15 participants, so register now! Click here for more information or to register. Questions? 
Email mgrace@wocumc.org  

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/virtual-ert-recertification-class
mailto:mgrace@wocumc.org
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Moving Forward: Online Leadership Training Event 

 

Saturday, February 13, 2021 - 8:30 am to 12:00 pm 

 

The West Ohio Conference is pleased to offer this online training to our pastors and church leadership 
across the conference this year, featuring three nationally-known, dynamic speakers. We hope that 
they will inspire you with ideas about how to navigate beyond our current environment and work to-
gether to reach others and make Disciples for Jesus Christ. Because we know that different-sized 
churches face different challenges, this event will feature workshop tracks focused on both small 
churches and on medium-sized/larger churches. Learn more and register here.  

GUIDELINE LINK 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/moving-forward-creating-nimble-church
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/tips-for-ash-wednesday-during-covid-19


 
 
               

Attention Treasurers and Finance Team Members: 

The Apportionment Statement and Payment Process is Changing Effec-
tive 1/1/2021  

 

You will receive one statement containing BOTH District and Conference Apportionments – listed as 
separate amounts. You will issue one check payable to West Ohio Conference. The Conference will 
transfer the District's share to their account regularly. It is especially important to include a copy of the 
Statement with your payment indicating how your payment should be applied between District and 
Conference Apportionments. Any questions, contact the District office.  
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took 
your walk in another community, if you took another three-day 
retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual 

Director , bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of February 7 
Melbern 
 Rev. Deb Widdowson 
Mendon Charge 
 Rev. Robert Glenn 
Middle Creek/Zion Charge 
 Rev. David Prior 

 

Week of February 21 
Mt. Blanchard 
 Rev. Brett Kelly 
Mt. Cory/Pleasant View Charge 
 Rev. Mike Noggle 
Mt. Tabor 
 Rev.  Phillip Jarrells 
 

Week of February 28 
New Knoxville 
 Rev. Dennis Gaertner 
North Creek 
 Rev. David Noggle 
North Union 
 Rev. David To 
 
 

Week of February 14 
Middle Point 
 Rev. Timothy Owens 
Montpelier First  
 Rev. Justin McCall 
Montpelier St. Paul’s 
 Rev. Chuck Case 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

YEAR-END FINAL 

2020 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

 

Ada First UMC 
Ada Sugar Grove UMC 
Alger First UMC 
Allentown UMC 
Antwerp UMC 
Arcadia UMC 
Ayersville UMC 
Benton Ridge Good 
Shepherd UMC 
Bethany Celina UMC 
Bluffton First UMC 
Bryan Faith UMC 
Bryan Wesley UMC 
Cairo UMC Bath 
merged 
Carey Memorial UMC 
Chattanooga UMC 
Coldwater UMC 
Columbus Grove St John 
UMC 
Continental Christ UMC 
Convoy UMC 
Countryside Chapel 
UMC 
Crawford UMC 
Cridersville Perry UMC 
Cridersville UMC 
Defiance St Pauls UMC 
Delphos Trinity UMC 
Dunkirk Grace UMC 
East Mt Zion UMC 
Edgerton UMC 
Edon UMC 
Elida Immanuel UMC 
Elida St Paul UMC 

Even with the extraordinary times this past year the Northwest Plains District Churches have remained faithful in 
their stewardship. Last year (2019) NWP churches supported the NWP District at 93% and this year (2020) NWP 
Church support was 92%. Many, many thanks!!    
 

Blessings, 
 
Kim Tumblin 
Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Leipsic UMC 
Lima Forest Park 

UMC 
Lima St Marks 

UMC 
Lima Trinity 

UMC 
Mark Center 
UMC 

Marseilles UMC 
Maysville UMC 

McComb UMC 
Melbern UMC 

Melrose UMC 
Mercer UMC 

Middle Creek 
UMC 
Middle Point 

UMC 
Montpelier First 

UMC 
Montpelier St 

Paul's 
Mt Blanchard 
UMC 

Mt Cory UMC 
Mt Zion (Hancock 

Co.) UMC 
Mt Zion (Hardin 

Co.) UMC 
Mt Zion (Paulding 

Co.) UMC 
 

District 100% 

Elida Zion UMC 
Emanuel UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Family Of Faith UMC 
Farmer UMC 
Findlay Howard UMC 
Findlay Journey At Christ 
Church 
Findlay St Andrew's UMC 
Findlay St Marks UMC 
Findlay St Paul's UMC 
Findlay Zion UMC 
Forest UMC 
Fort Recovery UMC 
Gilboa UMC 
Grand Lake UMC 
Grant UMC 
Grover Hill Zion UMC 
Hamilton Bethel UMC 
Harpster UMC 
Harrod UMC 
Haviland Country Chapel 
UMC 
Hepburn UMC 
Hicksville Grace UMC 
Hicksville Trinity UMC 
Houcktown UMC 
Hume UMC 
John Stewart UMC 
Kenton First UMC 
Kingsley UMC 
Kossuth Zion UMC 
Lafayette First UMC 
Landfair UMC 
Latty Friends 

St Marys Grace UMC 
St Marys Wayne St UMC 

Stryker UMC 
Trinity Evangelical UMC 

Twin Oaks UMC 
Uniopolis UMC 

Van Buren UMC 
Van Wert First UMC 
Van Wert Trinity UMC 

Van Wert Wesley UMC 
Vanlue Christ UMC 

Vaughnsville Community 
UMC 

Walnut Grove (Auglaize) 
UMC 

Walnut Grove (Hardin) 
UMC 
Wapakoneta First UMC 

Wapakoneta Salem UMC 
Waynesfield UMC 

Wesley Chapel UMC 
West Independence UMC  

West Unity UMC 
Westminster UMC 
Wharton Big Oak UMC 

Wharton UMC 
Williams Center Asbury 

UMC 
Williams Center Calvary 

UMC 
Willshire Union UMC 

Mt Zion Celina UMC 
New Hope Bethel UMC 

New Knoxville UMC 
Ney UMC 

North Creek UMC 
Oakdale UMC 

Ohio City UMC 
Ottawa Trinity UMC 
Otterbein UMC 

Pandora UMC 
Patterson UMC 

Paulding UMC 
Payne St Paul UMC 

Pleasant Chapel UMC 
Pleasant View (Mt Cory) 

UMC 
Portage Chapel UMC 
Powell Memorial UMC 

Pulaski UMC 
Rawson New Hope UMC 

Rhinehart UMC 
Ridgeway UMC 

Riley Creek UMC 
Rockford UMC 
Rockport UMC 

Roundhead UMC 
Salem Cass UMC 

Salem UMC (Wyandot) 
Sherwood UMC 

Spencerville Trinity UMC 
St Johns UMC 

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org


Bishop Announces Dates for 2021 Annual Conference:  
June 6 - 7, 2021, to be held virtually  

 
 

The 52nd session of the West Ohio Conference will be held Sunday June 6, 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. and 
Monday, June 7, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Bishop Palmer and the Planning Committee unanimously decided 
to hold a virtual conference since the COVID pandemic is still a serious concern. The theme of Annual Con-
ference is “Run the race with perseverance” based on the scripture Hebrews12:1-3.  
  
“A vaccination is here and brings great hope. However, it is unclear as to how many people will be vac-
cinated by June. So, we must forge on with our plans to care for the business of the annual conference,” 
said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer. "I have great hope and anticipation that we will come together again in a 
foreseeable future.” 

  
More details will be made available in the weeks to come.   

Northwest Plains Compass 
The Northwest Plains Compass is published monthly.  News releases relating to the Compass should be emailed to: 

nwplains@wocumc.org or mailed to: Northwest Plains Compass, Northwest Plains  
District United Methodist Church, 910 E. Third St., Ottawa, OH 45875.   
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