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Dear Friends, 
 

With everything going on in our communities, denomination, 

and local churches, we recognize that we are an anxious  

people. And that anxiety, at times, pushes us into a busyness 

because we feel like we just need to do something. The thing 

is, though, that at times just plain busyness doesn’t do  

anything to make us more effective.  
 

With all that we are attending to, if we are not careful, we 

will lose sight of our relationship with the One that we serve. 

That is one reason why I think that the most important thing we can do in our 

churches is to once again get back to the place where prayer is the foundation 

of everything that we do. We need to be a people of prayer! But, I am realizing 

more and more, that we have forgotten how to pray in a way that allows us to 

see the breakthroughs we are so wanting to see.  
 

That is why in March, we have the Breakthrough Prayer Traction Track being 

held at two locations in our District. On March 17, it will be offered at Lima  

Forest Park UMC from 9:00 am – 3:30 pm, then on March 18, it will be offered 

again up in Bryan at Wesley UMC from 2:00 pm – 7:00 pm. This is an  

opportunity for you to bring a team to the event held closest to you, so that 

you can lead your church in this movement of churches praying for  

breakthroughs in their community, their churches, and in their own lives.  
 

Here is a link to find out more information about the Breakthrough Prayer 

Training that is being offered, https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/

breakthrough-prayer-initiative. You can register on the West Ohio Conference 

Web Site, but if you have trouble, call us at the District Office and we will help.  
 

This is an important ministry that can truly change the life of your congrega-

tion, so I hope you will take this invitation seriously and register your team to 

come to one of these two events. If you have questions, please feel free to call 

us at the District Office anytime. 
 

Peace! 
 

 
 
 

 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 
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Friends, 
 

Did you know in the Old Testament there is a covenant of salt? I didn’t until I was asked 

about it and did some research. It can be found in Numbers 18:19 which states: “All the holy 

offerings that the Israelites present to the Lord I have given to you (Aaron), together with 

your sons and daughters, as a perpetual due; it is a covenant of salt forever before the Lord 

for you and your descendants as well.” The covenant of salt symbolized the preserving quali-

ties of a permanent relationship between God and the Israelites. 
 

As Christians, we too, are to have a preserving relationship with Christ. Relationships take 

work and when Christ told the disciples, “You are the salt of the 

earth”, in Matthew 5:13 he also added a warning, “but if salt has lost its taste, how 

can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 

trampled under foot.” Salt becomes useless if it is mixed with other ingredients to 

the point it losses its effectiveness or taste. Likewise, our relationship with Christ 

can become useless unless God is a priority in our lives. Lent gives us a perfect op-

portunity to make sure our relationship with God is where it should be. Lent is a 

journey of self-examination and reflection moving us before the foot of the cross. 

This may mean we will need to work at living in a right relationship with Christ 

through our time management, priorities, and disciplines (prayer, worship, study, devotions). And then mak-

ing our deeds and our words meaningful and flavorful to others, letting them see the good qualities of salt – 

the preserving power that comes out of a permanent relationship with God. Let them see the cleansing pow-

er of accepting Jesus Christ and show them the flavorful power of the Holy Spirit working through you. You 

are the salt of the earth! Go be salt! 
 

Blessings, 

Lynda 

 

The district staff will be praying for 3 different appointments (church and pastor) each week: 
 

Week of February 11 
Dunkirk Grace UMC 
  Rev. George Adam 
Edgerton & Hicksville Grace Churches 
 Rev. Rick Barnett 
Edon UMC 
 Rev. Doug and Rev. Deb Widdowson 
 
 

Week of February 25 
Emanuel UMC 
 Rev. Tom Ketzler 
Farmer & Ney Churches 
 Rev. Dwight Bowers 
Findlay East Mt. Zion & Vanlue Christ Churches 
 Rev. Robert Greene 
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Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

 
 
 

Week of February 18 
Elida Immanuel UMC 
 Rev. Bruce Tumblin 
Elida St. Paul’s UMC 
 Rev. Paul Scannell 
Elida Zion and Kossuth Zion Churches 
 Rev. David Howell 
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Leadership Training Day 
We are excited!  District Leadership Training Day is just around 
the corner! Saturday, February 17 at Immanuel UMC, Elida, 
OH.  There is no charge for attending, but please register so that 
we can plan for enough space for each workshop.   
Courses this year include: Door to Core; Pastor/Staff Parish  
Relations Committee’s Role and Healthy Boundaries in the Church; 
Stewardship 101: Growing Generous Givers;  Congregational Care Ministry; and Heroin/Opiate Epidemic.  
Please choose 1 of the 5 great workshops offered!  Register here!  https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/
district/northwestplains/event/leadership-training-day-2018 
 

Leadership Training Day is open to all interested persons.  This training day  would be especially beneficial to 
all Clergy, Church Staff, S/PPRC Members, Lay Leaders, Church Leadership, Visioning Teams, Missions and 
Outreach Committees, Health and Wellness Teams, and church laity.  This is an important time for  
clergy and lay persons to gather in one place for various relevant training opportunities that will benefit our 
churches and their ministries.   
 

Training Day Schedule: 
8:30 am - Gathering 
9:00       - Welcome and Keynote Presentation “Leading Change” by Rev. Brad Aycock,  
                 Director of New Church Development 
10:00     - Break (refreshments provided) 
10:15     - Break-out sessions 
12:30     - End 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Feeling Called to Lead A Team? 
Come and learn how to organize and lead a mission team in Ohio, the United States or around the 
world. Join experienced team leaders to learn skills and information for planning and leading a mission 
team. This training will also look at the role of the Spiritual Guide and provide practical resources for 
nurturing the spiritual life of team members. When engaged in mission, it is important to intentionally 
use the serving experience as a tool for spiritual formation. This training will equip you to lead others in 
mission where you will see and experience the abundant miracles of God’s love. We look forward to 
working with you! 
 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 - 9:00am-4:00pm 
Marion Epworth UMC, 249 E. Center Street, Marion, Ohio 43302 
Trainers: Keith Luke & David Hoffman 
Cost: $35—includes lunch, supplies and background screening 
 
 

Click here  http://tiny.cc/c4voqy for information and registration. 

 Please contact: Kris Shoaf, 1.800.437.0028; kshoaf@wocumc.org  

https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-training-day-2018
https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-training-day-2018
https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-training-day-2018
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/mission-and-justice/conference/event/volunteers-mission-team-leader-training-0
http://tiny.cc/c4voqy
mailto:kshoaf@wocumc.org
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Breakthrough Prayer Initiative 
(One-Session Training) 

 
Every new movement of church renewal always  
begins through prayer, asking God to bring new  
possibilities and hope. Learn how to lay a founda-
tion of churchwide prayer that will move your  
congregation from looking down and in, to up and 
out!  Identical Traction Track single sessions are 
available at the following locations. Learn more 
about the Breakthrough Prayer Initiative here  
http://tiny.cc/74woqy.  
 
Registration links for sessions are below:  
Saturday, March 17, 9 am-2 pm; Host location is 
Forest Park United Methodist Church, Lima  (NWP 
District)  Register here  http://tiny.cc/t8woqy. 

Sunday, March 18, 2-7 pm; Host location Wesley 
United Methodist Church, Bryan (NWP District) 
Register here  http://tiny.cc/raxoqy. 

 

 

 

 

Henderson Settlement Mission Trip, May 6-12, 
2018  (Details/Registration coming soon.) 

Northwest Plains District’s Spring Conference, May 
20, 2018, 2:30pm Gathering Time—3:00pm Busi-
ness Session.  This year Findlay St. Paul’s UMC will 
host our Spring Conference.  Everyone welcome.  
Registration is not required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Lay Servant Training Events 

 

"Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry: Basic" 

led by Rev. Vernagaye Sullivan, will be offered 

on Friday, March 2, 6-9pm, continuing on Sat-

urday, March 3, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity 

UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio. The FIRM 

deadline for registration is February 23, 2018. 

If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class 

will not be held.  Details and registration avail-

able at http://tiny.cc/rufkpy 

 

“Heritage” led by Rev. Brian Arnold, will be 

offered Saturday, March 3, 8:30am-4:30pm, at 

Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The 

FIRM deadline for registration is February 23, 

2018. If we do not receive 10 registrations, the 

class will not be held.  Details and registration 

available at http://tiny.cc/01fkpy 

 

“Accountable Discipleship” led by Rev. Barry 

Burns, will be offered on Saturday, March 3, 

8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt 

St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration 

is February 23, 2018. If we do not receive 10 

registrations, the class will not be held.  Details 

and registration available at http://tiny.cc/

c4fkpy 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or some-

one you know, would be interested in partici-

pating, please register today! 

 

 

 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/breakthrough-prayer-initiative
http://tiny.cc/74woqy
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/breakthrough-prayer-initiative-forest-park-nwp-traction
http://tiny.cc/t8woqy
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/conference/event/breakthrough-prayer-initiative-bryan-wesley-nwp-traction
http://tiny.cc/raxoqy
http://tiny.cc/rufkpy
http://tiny.cc/01fkpy
http://tiny.cc/c4fkpy
http://tiny.cc/c4fkpy
https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/lay-servant-training-opportunities
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Clergy Gatherings 
 

Allen Luncheon 11:30am  6 13         10        Old Barn Out Back, Lima 

Auglaize Breakfast   8:30am  7 14         11     RJ’s Coffey Cup, Wapakoneta 

Defiance Luncheon 11:30am  8 15         12     Sherwood UMC, Sherwood 

Hancock Breakfast   8:30am  6  13         10     Scrambler Marie’s, Findlay 

Hardin Breakfast   9:00am     15       22         19     Henry’s Restaurant, Kenton 

Mercer Luncheon 11:30am       7  14         11     Orchard Tree, Celina 

Paulding Luncheon 11:30am  14 21         18     Fiesta Habaneros, Paulding 

Putnam Breakfast   8:30am 13         20         16     Henry’s Restaurant, Ottawa 

Van Wert Breakfast       8:30am 14         21 18     Van Wert Hospital Cafeteria (Conf Room D)  

Williams Breakfast   8:30am   8  15        12     Four Seasons, Bryan 

Wyandot Luncheon 11:30 am 15         22         19     East of Chicago Pizza, Upper Sandusky 

 

 

County                               Time                   Feb        March  April            Location 

Resilience: Flourishing in 

Ministry During Anxious 

Times is the theme for the 2018 

West Ohio Clergy Day Apart, 

offered Thursday, March 8, from 

9:30 am-3:30 pm at Reynoldsburg 

United Methodist Church. Retired 

Bishop Janice Riggle Huie will be 

the guest speaker for the day. Bishop Huie currently 

serves in ministry with the Texas Methodist Founda-

tion in the area of Leadership Formation, following 20 

years as a bishop. A noted speaker and experienced 

leader, Bishop Huie will bring a spirited and spirit-led 

conversation about what it means to flourish in  

ministry, especially during these anxious times within 

our culture and our denomination. Additionally, the 

Day Apart will offer a time to worship together, visit 

with colleagues, explore health and wellness options, 

and enjoy a healthy, delicious lunch prepared by the 

chef and staff of RUMC. The Clergy Day Apart is for all 

active clergy serving in ministry in The West Ohio 

Conference.  

https://www.westohioumc.org/2018ClergyDayApart 

 
Conference Accepting Nominations 

for Denman Award 
The Harry Denman Evangelism Award program 
honors United Methodists in each annual confer-
ence whose exceptional ministry of evangelism - 
expressed in Word (what), Sign (why), and Deed 
(how) - brings people into a life-transforming re-
lationship with Jesus Christ.  
Recipients of the award are recognized  
on-stage at the West Ohio Annual Conference  
session in June. Nominees can be youth, clergy, 
or lay. For more information or to nominate 
someone for this award, visit the West Ohio 
webpage http://tiny.cc/vxekqy or click here 
http://tiny.cc/uyekqy to download the nomina-
tion form. Nominations are due to the Confer-
ence Center by March 2, 2018. 

Pastors, 

Statistical Reports are due to the West 

Ohio Conference by February 9, 2018.  

Please don’t be late submitting the End 

of Year Reports. 

https://www.westohioumc.org/2018ClergyDayApart
http://www.westohioumc.org/2018ClergyDayApart
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001guTAp6CQ8eW7CLoIrUzlI6ALWbjoLvgDXjBjQOaCOuIQ6EWMa_aKutvx9Lz1Bit3-wL8JlDEwApmt45xxkTdGnob1KnFQKMDeCt-YeWYQwgW77BqM1BqZ6y15dZ4bguMglgu2lYIt7wL7YzociqF3KPkuucBzgOp5paXZ
http://tiny.cc/vxekqy
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001guTAp6CQ8eW7CLoIrUzlI6ALWbjoLvgDXjBjQOaCOuIQ6EWMa_aKutvx9Lz1Bit3PnUFtHQJ0OWB4ciIJ8fBk_Y3G6-B0BiMFWjUDcqJhsTluBUnuUTLplRHpOj_Y88UycVe9qVJeNsvJQlo5QF3ByBzvz_FJhc2wJUUk
http://tiny.cc/uyekqy
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Would you like to represent NWP District at the Forty-Ninth Session of 
the West Ohio Annual Conference June 3-6, 2018? 
We want to make all of you aware of the selection of At-Large Members from 

among our laity for the upcoming West Ohio Annual Conference. The Northwest 

Plains District will be allowed 78 At-Large Members to the 2018 Annual Confer-

ence at Lakeside, Ohio. We still have openings for At-Large Members to attend, 

vote and to demonstrate a commitment to Christ and the Church. We want to stress what the expectations/

qualifications are for this important position in the life of our Conference, District and local churches and the conse-

quences for the future. We are looking for leaders who have been active participants in their congregation and who 

are spiritually-minded. They must desire to represent not only the people of their local church but this region as 

well. We are looking for committed people who love Christ, others, and in particular the United Methodist Church. 

If you sign up to be an At-Large Member it is expected that you will attend the West Ohio Annual Conference at 

Lakeside barring some unforeseen emergency. We will create a waiting list in case someone cannot attend. 
 

We would love to see young people, lay supply pastors, lay folks involved in the candidacy process, and key lay 

leaders in the local church commit to this task. We want to send a group of knowledgeable members who have tak-

en the time to read and study the issues before us. We ask that you would pray and ask God if this is something you 

should do.  
 

Please contact the District Office (800.589.7828 | nwplains@wocumc.org) if you are interested in finding out more 
or to sign up as a District At-Large Member. Thank you! 
 

Lakeside for Youth - Not Your Typical Church Camp 
We have 4 different opportunities for campers entering grades 3-12 to grow  
closer to Christ at church camp this summer at Lakeside For Youth located in 
Lakeside, Ohio.  
 

This isn’t your typical church camp. There is praise and worship each morning, a 
missions update, a message to dive deeper into the Bible and start conversations for smaller group settings. Camp-
ers choose an interest group for the week that ranges from Fellowship of Christian Athletes to Magic in Ministry, 
with many more choices. 
 

Afternoons are reserved for free time. In the evenings, the camp sings contemporary Christian music. This isn’t like 
singing hymns on a Sunday morning, but a full production band on the stage, with speakers blaring, a light show 
going and giving it all to God concert. The evening programs vary – a concert, magician, or comedian – but always 
centered on living the life Christ wants for us. The week is completed with communion and a candlelight walk to the 
lake. 
 

Each summer, Lakeside for Youth offers four opportunities for teens and youth to come closer to Christ. High school 
campers have two weeks to choose from (June 24-30 or July 1-7), July 9-13 is reserved for students going into sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grade. In between Senior High Camps and Junior High Camp is a weekend for campers (July 6-
8) entering third, fourth, or fifth grade who are accompanied by an adult age 21 or over.     Click http://
lakesideforyouth.com for registration. 
 
 

2018 Summer Camp Registration is Now Open! 
Registration for West Ohio's Summer Camp 2018 season is now open! Some camps do 
fill up, so it's always a good idea to get registered early to guarantee a spot for the 
week you want. By registering early, you can spread out the payments from now until 
June. The Summer Camp Guide is found at https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/ or 
you can email camps@wocumc.org to have a copy mailed to you. The camp website 

also has pictures, videos, descriptions, and online registration.  

http://lakesideforyouth.com
http://lakesideforyouth.com
https://www.westohiocamps.org/camp/
mailto:camps@wocumc.org
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The Northwest Plains District wishes to extend thanks to a few  

additional congregations that have fully met their  

Connectional Giving goal for 2017.  

Conference 100% 
Celina Mt. Zion 
Findlay Howard 
Forest 
Hamilton Bethel 
Lafayette First 
Lima Westside 
Sugar Grove 
West Independence 
West Unity 
 

District  100% 
Benton Ridge Good Shepherd 
Columbus Grove St. John’s 
Findlay Powell Memorial 
Findlay Zion 
Forest 
Hicksville Trinity 

 

John Stewart 
Lima St. Mark’s 
Montpelier First 
Shawnee 
Sugar Grove 
West Independence 
West Unity 

2018 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

On track with District Giving (8% or more as of 1/29/18) District 100% 

 
  

Elida Zion 
Erastus 
Hamilton Bethel 
Hepburn 
Lima Forest Park 
Melbern 
Melrose 
Middle Point 
Mercer 
Middle Creek 
Mt. Zion (Hardin Co.) 

New Knoxville 
Rhinehart 
Rockport 
Salem (Wyandot Co.) 
Wapakoneta First 
Westminster 
Williams Center Calvary 
 

Allentown 
Antwerp 
Ayersville 
Cairo 
Carey Memorial 
Celina Bethany 
Chattanooga 
Continental Christ 
Cridersville 
Defiance St. Paul’s 
Delphos Trinity 
Edon 
Elida St. Pauls 
Evansport 
Findlay Howard 
Findlay Journey at Christ 

Findlay St. Marks 
Findlay St. Paul’s 
Findlay Zion 
Grant 
Hicksville Trinity 
 
 
 

Lafayette First 
Latty Friends 
Leipsic 
Mark Center 
McComb 
Montpelier St. Paul’s 
Mt. Cory 
Mt. Tabor 
Mt. Zion (Paulding Co.) 

Ney 
North Creek 
Ohio City 
Pandora 
Sherwood 
St. Marys Grace 
St. Marys Wayne Street 
Vanlue Christ 
Van Wert Bethel 
Van Wert First 
Walnut Grove (Hardin Co.) 
Waynesfield 
West Independence 

Conference Giving 

The West Ohio Conference has received apportionment checks from our Northwest Plains District 

churches, but due to an accounting software conversion, conference apportionment giving reports 

are not available at this time.   We thank you for your patience, your understanding, and most of all 

for your faithfulness in giving. 
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It’s not too early to start planning for VBS 2018! 

https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?id=296&pageid=2510 

  

https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?id=296&pageid=2510
https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/DynamicContent.aspx?id=296&pageid=2510

