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 Dear Friends, 

 
Advent is a season of anticipation, expectation, hope, and 
excitement as we prepare and wait for the coming of the 
Lord. And, honestly, after the year we have had in 2020, 
we need that more than ever.  
 
Of course, we look forward to better days, when we are not 
limited by a pandemic. However, the anticipation of Advent 
is much more than that. To limit our hopes to return to life 
as we knew it before, misses the profound anticipation of a 
life lived in the kingdom that Christ will establish. 
 
Yes, we long for that day in the future where we will be in 
the kingdom that Christ will establish. A place where there 

will be no more tears, or pain, no more death and suffering, where justice 
for all God’s children will be a reality and not just a dream. But, if our eyes 
are only fixed on that Future kingdom, we miss the Kingdom of God that is 
all around us today. 
 
The kingdom of God is not an either/or, either some place we will go in the 
future – or it is here all around us in the present. Instead, it is a both/and… 
BOTH where we will spend eternity AND also, all around us as we live in 
the present.  It means that we must live in preparation for that day which is 
yet to come, and we also have to live knowing that we are in the Kingdom 
of God now. And living in the Kingdom of God now means that we must 
seek to embody the teachings of Christ now. 
 
So, in this season of Advent, let us re-commit ourselves to living in the 
Kingdom of God now. To seek justice wherever we see injustice. To love 
others deeply and generously just like Christ loved us. To look for ways to 
listen deeply to those we may disagree with instead of vilifying them. To act 
with compassion instead of lashing out in anger. To bear witness to what 
God is doing in our midst rather than passively doing nothing. To live gener-
ously striving to meet the needs of others around us rather than hoarding 
our resources selfishly. 
 
Yes, I know that Advent and Christmas will be different this year. But I am 
thinking that isn’t all bad, if it forces us to look at our faith, and our life, and 
our relationships differently. May this season of Advent be a season of 
transformation where you will be open to God’s work in and through you. 
And may we all learn to love God, and to love others more fully than we 
have ever loved! 
 

Peace! 
 
 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 

 

Northwest Plains District 
United Methodist Church 

 

910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH 45875 

 

Telephone: 
 419.523.9901  800.589.7828  

 

FAX 419.523.3479 
 

E-mail:  
nwplains@wocumc.org  

 
Website: 

www.northwestplainsdistrict.org 
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Dear Ones in Christ Jesus: 
 
My hope and prayer are that this note finds you well in body, mind, and spirit. I was not scheduled this week to 
offer any word about our practice of ministry in a COVID environment. But you cannot un-hear what you have 
heard. I experienced yesterday as an information and exhortation dump. We heard from Governor DeWine and I 
was able to talk directly with some staff leaders at OhioHealth. That said it is at the very least time to revisit how 
we go about our ministry in this season. It feels like in many ways and places we were hitting a new stride in local 
church ministry. I am ever so grateful, humbled, and pleased at the progress we have made in West Ohio. But we 

do not live just to ourselves or for ourselves. We live in a connected interdependent world. The question that we are always called 
to wrestle with is in Luke 10:29: …and who is my neighbor? 
 

The current COVID data on infections, transmission, hospitalizations, and deaths are moving in the wrong direction. In some in-
stances, current numbers are exceeding what we saw in the Spring and Summer. So, it is time to pull together to seek the best for 
ourselves and our neighbors. I join you in feeling exhausted so to speak from all of the preemptive practices, but this is a moment 
to choose again to think about the long haul. Not a day goes by now when there are not new reports from all over the conference 
of multiple people exposed or diagnosed with COVID. This includes pastors, church staff and members. One colleague at this writ-
ing has eight parishioners hospitalized with COVID and over the last month has had six COVID involved funerals. 
 
So, you need to know I am not “shutting you down.” I am however asking you in your context to do what will protect and preserve 
life. If you are able to pause some in person gatherings for the next couple of weeks without your bottom falling out you have my 
support. If you chose to have in person church gatherings and will do so employing clear and strict protocols you have my support. 
Many of our churches have done this exceedingly well. I have worshiped and preached in a number of these settings. Their best 
practices and what I commend to you and expect from you look like this: 
 

• Defined limit on the number of people in the room based on the room size 

• Clear and observed distancing guidelines sitting or standing; six feet is the minimum 

• Wiping down surfaces that people use and will use in bathrooms, offices, sanctuaries, and meeting rooms 

• Temperature checks for all people entering the facility 

• Masks or shields worn consistently 

• Visible and easy access to hand sanitizing 

• As you are able improving air movement and filtration systems 
 

The Gospel reading for Sunday, October 25 included this exchange between our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and an unnamed 
inquirer: 
 

‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 
 
Doing our part in this crisis as followers of Jesus calls for us to do good and seek life for ourselves and our neighbor. Be encouraged 
once again with these words from John Wesley: 
 
“Do all the good you can, 
 By all the means you can, 
 In all the ways you can, 
 In all the places you can, 
 At all the times you can, 
 To all the people you can, 
 As long as ever you can.” 
 
 
 

Yours in Christ,  
+Gregory V. Palmer  
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Advent is here! I love this time of year, the building excitement for that 
one special night when we gather with family and friends to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus Christ. Hearing the story that never gets old, the 
soft candlelight and singing “Silent Night” over and over and over 
again. Traditions passed down from one generation to the next…our 
beliefs, our faith, our sharing, our giving. Imitating our Father by bring-
ing joy to the world, as He gave us our perfect joy in the gift of His 
Son.  
 

I love this time of year, I love the traditions and the memories but…this year new 
memories will be made, not wrapped in the tradition of how it has always been in 
the past. This year in celebrating the birth of our perfect joy and our Savior Jesus 
Christ, we are challenged with finding new expressions of sharing our beliefs, our 
faith, of passing down to the next generation the true meaning of Christmas. And 
you know maybe that is a good thing because this year people are looking for joy. 
And as followers of Jesus Christ, we have been given the gift of perfect joy 
wrapped in love, swaddled in mercy. May we follow in our Father’s footsteps, shar-
ing the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
Merry Christ-mas! 

 

Blessings,  

 Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

 
 
 

 
 

Pastors… 
 

2020 Church/Charge Conferences are well on their 
way.  Please be sure you are taking the time and fill-
ing your forms out online.  Any questions, contact the 
District Office.  The instructions can be found in the 
Church/Charge Conference packet that was emailed 
to you mid-August 2020. 
 

DEADLINE—DECEMBER 4, 2020 
 

Thank you! 
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The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the number 
of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the justice, 
love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to reach 
new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue 
Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 
 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at  
        bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at  
        lzuvers@gmail.com 

 
Virtual Leadership Day  

Info 
Coming Soon! 

Stay tuned! 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 and the safety 
of everyone there will be no District Clergy 

Christmas Gathering this year! 
 

STAY SAFE! 
 

Special announcements regarding West Ohio Camps 
 

 

The spread of the coronavirus continues to challenge our West Ohio Camping directors and 
staff. In their ongoing effort to keep people safe, they have made the difficult decision to 
cancel the annual Winter Camps program which is usually held at all three camps. Family 
Camp rentals are still available at Otterbein and Wesley with a maximum of 10 peo-
ple. Should families choose to participate they will be responsible for their own meals.  
 
2020 has been a difficult year for the West Ohio Camping Ministry. “We are deeply grateful 
for your continuing prayer and financial support,” said Director Ken Overholser. “This contin-
ues to be a challenging time and yet gives us opportunities to dream about what is possible 
for the future of West Ohio Camps,” he said. 
 
The 2021 West Ohio Camps Guide and registration details will be announced in January. 
The information will include safety and cleaning details which are already in place. If you 
would like more information about these guidelines and safety precautions, they can be 
found at: www.westohiocamps.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001EHavT5Yiu5OGj7khSA6H4m59lxZRBEDoCpjhbkotu3WYWEViJ5OZE9KGZcry4_Xv4dyJOukxFw7OnaTk5FFd_-hjbIdlrsihby4zpsWsC-mI_XN-CKVaYz1JWzVrRGSROyxUCwED21ILSuEi8D4TtLFEIf1bHlgP%26c
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took 
your walk in another community, if you took another three-day 
retreat, or if your contact information has changed, please 
send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual 

Director , bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of December 6 
Kenton First  
 Rev. Jonathan Hanover 
Kingsley 
 Rev. Gary Ginter 
Lafayette First 
 Brian Vernon 

 

Week of December 20 
Lima Family of Faith 
 Rev. John Maynard 
Lima Forest Park 
 Rev. Teresa Wenrick 
Lima St. Marks 
 Rev.  Ted Bible 
 

Week of December 27 
Lima Trinity 
 Rev. Megan Croy 
 Rev. John Foster 
Lima Westside/Spencerville Trinity 
 Rev. Josh Andrews 
McComb 
 Rev. Avery Linn-Authenreith 
 

Week of December 13 
Landfair 
 Ken Lehman 
Latty Friends 
 Rev. Monica Kleman 
Liberty Chapel 
 Rev. John Maynard 

Re-entry Kit Challenge a Huge Success 
  
Thank you all so much for making the COVID-19 Reentry Hygiene Kit Challenge a HUGE success. 
 
Sixty five groups contributed 2,300+ full kits with masks and an additional 2,400 plus masks! In ad-
dition, several groups have indicated they are still in process of making kits, some of our ODRC part-
nering institutions are asking if we will have more masks and kits to contribute. 
 
The planning team wishes to encourage these good works to continue, and efforts have begun to continue collecting 
kits for distribution to local prisons.  
 
Thank you again. The planning team is deeply grateful for your efforts. 
  
With joy, 
Reba Collins 
All-In Community Consultant  

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2020 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

 

Ada First UMC 
Ada Sugar Grove UMC 
Alger First UMC 
Allentown UMC 
Antwerp UMC 
Arcadia UMC 
Benton Ridge Good 
Shepherd UMC 
Bethany Celina UMC 
Bryan Faith UMC 
Cairo UMC Bath 
merged 
Carey Memorial UMC 
Chattanooga UMC 
Coldwater UMC 
Continental Christ UMC 
Convoy UMC 
Countryside Chapel 
UMC 
Crawford UMC 
Cridersville Perry UMC 
Dunkirk Grace UMC 
Edgerton UMC 
Elida Immanuel UMC 
Elida St Paul UMC 
Elida Zion UMC 
Emanuel UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Family Of Faith UMC 
Farmer UMC 
Findlay Zion UMC 
Forest UMC 
Fort Recovery UMC 
Gilboa UMC 
Grand Lake UMC 

It is the season of thanksgiving and of preparation. The Northwest Plains District staff is thankful for our churches and their faithfulness. We 
are keeping all in prayer as we begin this Advent season. 
 
The connectional giving report is as of November 18. Statements will be going out at the end of the month. Please let us know if you have 
any questions or concerns. 

 

Blessings, 
 
Kim Tumblin 
Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

New Hope Beth-
el UMC 

New Knoxville 
UMC 

Ney UMC 
North Creek 

UMC 
Otterbein UMC 
Paulding UMC 

Payne St Paul 
UMC 

Pleasant Chapel 
UMC 

Pleasant View 
(Mt Cory) UMC 

Rawson New 
Hope UMC 
Rhinehart UMC 

Ridgeway UMC 
Riley Creek 

UMC 
Rockford UMC 

Rockport UMC 
Roundhead 
UMC 

Salem Cass 
UMC 

Salem UMC 
(Wyandot) 

Sherwood UMC 
St Johns UMC 

St Marys Grace 
UMC 

Paid 100% of their  

2020 District Apportionments 
On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

Grant UMC 
Grover Hill Zion UMC 
Hamilton Bethel UMC 
Harpster UMC 
Harrod UMC 
Haviland Country Chapel 
UMC 
Hepburn UMC 
Hicksville Grace UMC 
Houcktown UMC 
John Stewart UMC 
Kingsley UMC 
Lafayette First UMC 
Landfair UMC 
Leipsic UMC 
Lima Forest Park UMC 
Lima St Marks UMC 
Lima Trinity UMC 
Mark Center UMC 
Marseilles UMC 
Maysville UMC 
McComb UMC 
Melbern UMC 
Melrose UMC 
Mercer UMC 
Middle Creek UMC 
Middle Point UMC 
Mt Cory UMC 
Mt Zion (Hancock Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion (Hardin Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion (Paulding Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion Celina UMC 

Arlington UMC 
Ayersville UMC 

Bryan Wesley UMC 
Cridersville UMC 

Defiance St Pauls UMC 
Delphos Trinity UMC 

East Mt Zion UMC 
Edon UMC 
Findlay Howard UMC 

Findlay Journey At Christ 
Church 

Findlay St Andrew's 
UMC 

Findlay St Marks UMC 
Findlay St Paul's UMC 

Hicksville Trinity UMC 
Kenton First UMC 
Latty Friends 

Montpelier First UMC 
Montpelier St Paul's 

Oakdale UMC 
Powell Memorial UMC 

Pulaski UMC 
Spencerville Trinity UMC 
St Marys Wayne St UMC 

Van Wert First UMC 
Van Wert Trinity UMC 

West Independence UMC 
West Unity UMC 

Stryker UMC 
Trinity Evangelical UMC 

Twin Oaks UMC 
Uniopolis UMC 

Van Buren UMC 
Van Wert Wesley UMC 

Vanlue Christ UMC 
Vaughnsville Community 
UMC 

Walnut Grove (Auglaize) 
UMC 

Wapakoneta First UMC 
Wapakoneta Salem UMC 

Waynesfield UMC 
Wesley Chapel UMC 

Westminster UMC 
Wharton UMC 
Williams Center Asbury 

UMC 
Williams Center Calvary 

UMC 
Willshire Union UMC 
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Return Service Requested 

 

DECEMBER 24, 2020 -JANUARY 1, 2021 

NWP District Office will be 
 

CLOSED 

Regular hours will resume 
January 4, 2021 

 
The NWP Staff wishes you all a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year! 


