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Dear Friends, 
  
What a year 2019 has been! Like every year, there has been 
excitement, heartbreak, joy, anger, moments where we have 
seen God at work, and moments where God has seemed dis-
tant. But as we come to the end of one year and the start of a 
new, I pray that we remember that no matter what else oc-
curs, or what threatens to distract us, our mission all purpose 
remains.  
 
Now that we are in the season of Advent, the world needs to 
hear the good news of Jesus Christ and the hope that this 
news brings more than ever. The trouble is, I think too many 
of us are having a hard time proclaiming that message. All too 
often, we are so consumed by so many other things, we miss 

our main thing. We are striving so hard in keeping the doors of our churches 
open that we often forget why we even exist as a church. And if we forget the 
“Why”, we have no hope fulfilling it!  
 
So, as we come to the end of this year and look forward to next, I challenge 
you and your congregation to come back to remember your “Why”. Why does 
your congregation exist? Why do you gather to worship? Why do we meet in 
small groups? Why do we focus on the needs of ur community? You get the 
idea.  
 
The way we act, or what we do, or the choices we make reveals what our an-
swers to those questions are. And sadly, what I see all too often, is that our 
actions show that we are missing the point of being the church. As I read scrip-
ture, I see no where that we are told that the purpose of the church is about us. 
The purpose of the church is not about saving the institution. It is not about our 
preferences. It is not about keeping the doors of our beloved buildings open. It 
is not about the songs we sing, or the clothes we wear.  
 
Why are we here? Why does your congregation even exist? The opportunity is 
there for us to be the messengers of hope, love, peace, and joy, but we must 
remember the “Why”! 
 
My prayer for you and your congregation is that you once again remember 
what it means to be the Body of Christ! 
 
One last thing, the NWP District Staff, my wife Julie and I all wish you a Merry 
Christmas. We pray that this will be a season in which you will be filled with the 
love of God that comes to dwell with us! 
 
  
Peace! 

 
 
 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 
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Advent is upon us and soon Lent will be knocking at the door. While this may 
seem strange talking about Lent when we are starting Advent, I know many of 
you plan for studies and sermon series in advance. This Lent a new Study/
Sermon series will be offered by the WOC much like the Galatian series that 
was offered earlier. The series is based on A perfect Love by Steven W. Man-
skar, Marjorie Hewitt Suchocki and Diana L. Hynson. The purpose of the study 
is to gain an appreciation and understanding of John Wesley’s A Plain Account 
of Christian Perfection, trusting that it has much to say to us today in our cur-
rent context as The United Methodist Church. You will be hearing more about 
this study and an opportunity of purchasing A perfect Love at a bulk rate in the 
coming months. Meanwhile I pray our Advent journey continues to prepare our 

hearts and strengthen our faith as we join together saying/singing, Come, Oh Come, Emman-
uel! 

Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

 
The District Office will be closed: 

 
December 23, 2019-January 2, 2020 

 
In observance of the Christmas Holiday! 

 
Wishing everyone a very safe and happy holiday! 

 



 
BROWN BAG Lunch-n-Learns 

 
Announcing new opportunities for learning and fellowship. Starting in October we will be 
having a new series of what we are calling Lunch -n- Learns! You are invited to bring a lunch 
and share in a time of fellowship and learning. We will start at 11:30 am and end by 1:00 pm 
each time. These will be spread around to all of the counties of the Northwest Plains District 
throughout the year and you are invited to come to any or all of them that you might be in-
terested in. You can find a schedule of dates and topics here. This is planned for pastors, but 
everyone is welcome to come and join!  
 
 
 
DATE:    HOSTING CHURCH  TOPIC 
 
December 10, 2019  Arlington    Best Practices—Sermon Prep 
January 14, 2020  Celina Bethany   Best Practices—Children’s Ministries 
January 21, 2020  Bryan Wesley   Church Safety Policies and Practices 
February 11, 2020  Westside    Understanding Generation Differences 
February 25, 2020  Twin Oaks    Worship in a Small Membership Church 
March 10, 2020  Salem-Wapak   Financial Policies and Best Practices 
March 24, 2020  John Stewart    Social Media/Technology 
April 14, 2020  Leipsic    TBD 
April 28, 2020  Ayersville UMC   Disaster Response and Preparedness 
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Laity Discernment Retreats 
 
Do you feel God's call on your life but are uncertain how to discern that call or what to do next?  If so, then this is 
the Retreat for you!  At the Laity Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, discernment and what it means 
to be "called by our baptism".  We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer about discern-
ment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our journey.  We will also discuss the variety 
of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and in our communities. 
Each retreat kicks off with an 8-hour Saturday session followed by a 3-hour session approximately six weeks 
later.  In between the two sessions, there will opportunities to read, reflect, and practice Spiritual Rhythms 
that will lead you to a better understanding of your own call. 
 
Note: You are welcome to attend any session in any location and you do not need to attend both sessions in 
the same region.  However, you need to attend the all-day Saturday retreat prior to attending the 3-hour fol-
low up session.  
 
The events are online and ready for registration.  You can find them here: https://www.westohioumc.org/
conference/laity-discernment-retreats  You can also navigate to Ministries/Discipleship/Laity Discernment 
Retreats. 
 
 
Northwest Plains & Maumee Watershed 
Saturday January 18, 2020 and Thursday March 12, 2020 at Bowling Green First UMC  
 
For more information, visit www.westohioumc.org/conference/laity-discrenment-retreats or contact Kris 
Shoaf at kshoaf@wocumc.org 

 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/laity-discernment-retreats
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/laity-discernment-retreats
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Steve Brooks is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at  
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com. 

 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Upcoming 2020 courses offered below . . . details yet to come 

 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already 

available within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, 

lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disci-

ples. 
 

“Methodist Heritage”  (CORE) led by Rev. Brian Arnold/Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, March 7, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.  The FIRM 

deadline for registration is TBD.  More info yet to come. 

 

“Theology of Our Hymns (Advance)” led by Rev. Steve Rath/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be 

offered on Saturday, March 7, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.  

The FIRM deadline for registration is TBD.  More info yet to come. 

 

“Lay Servants lead in Prayer (CORE) led by Jeff Motter/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered 

on Saturday, April 4, at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio. .  The 

FIRM deadline for registration is TBD.  More info yet to come. 

 

“Class TBD (Advanced) will be offered on Saturday, April 4 at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Leipsic UMC, 

127 W. Main St., Leipsic, Ohio.   The FIRM deadline for registration is TBD.  More info yet to come. 
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APRIL 19, 2019 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congrega-

tions and in turn multiply the number of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, 
being shaped from the inside out by the justice, love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and re-
spectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in or-
der to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, 
Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

 
DEADLINE FOR CHARGE CONFERENCE PAPERWORK . . . 

 

Pastors… 
 

2019 Church/Charge Conferences are all wrapped up.  
Now the time is ticking to get everything loaded into our 
system.  Please be aware that the NWP District office will 
need everyone to have their papers finalized and in the 
system by December 15, 2019 in order for us to close 
everything out for Columbus.  Any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact me— thank you—Lesley 

 

 

It is 

Almost 

Christmas 

Time! 

 

S 

M 

I 

L 

E 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Earlier this spring, we invited the congregations of the Northwest Plains District 
to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. This 
hospital that has served countless numbers of children and their families over the 
years has been devastated by the earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate 
need of help. Now that we are several months into this, we want to share an update of 
where we are.  To date, we have received just over $30,000 to go to the hospital!  We are 
so thankful for your generosity and faithfulness! 
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give just $1 per 
week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic amount of financial help, 
but also hope that they are not alone. The money will be collected at the District Office 
and sent on to Haiti. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this is one 
way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can apart. Watch for more 
information to come! 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of December 8 
Grand Lake Campus 
 Rev. Mick Whistler 
 Matthew Overman 
 Diana Mendelson 
Grant 
 Rev. Cynthia Morrison 
Grover Hill 
 Rev. Michael Waldron 

Week of December 15 
Harpster 
 Rev. Soo-Hea Park 
Harrod/Maysville Charge 
 Rev. Charles Fuerstenau 
Hepburn/Otterbein Charge 
 Rev. Calvin Waugh 

Week of December 22 
Hicksville: Grace 
 Rev. Susan Kronbach 
Hicksville Trinity/Mark Center 
 Rev. James Spears 
Houcktown Charge 
 Rev. Alphonse Schnipke 
 

Week of December 29 
Hume 
 Mr. Richard Lamb 
Kenton: Epworth 
 Rev. Steve Walter 
Kenton First 
 Rev. Jonathan Hanover 
 

 (Update) BY GEORGE! Campaign  (Update) 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2019 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

District 100% 

Ada First 
Ada Sugar Grove 
Alger First 
Antwerp 
Arcadia 
Benton Ridge Good 
Shepherd 
Bethany Celina 
Bethel Forder Bridge 
Bryan Faith 
Carey Memorial 
Coldwater 
Continental Christ 
Countryside Chapel 
Crawford 
Edon 
Elida St Paul 
Emmanuel 
Erastus 
Evansport 
Family of Faith 
Farmer 
Fort Recovery 
Gilboa 
Grand Lake 
Grant 
Grover Hill Zion 
Hamilton Bethel 
Harpster 
Harrod 
Haviland Country 
Chapel 
Hepburn 
Hicksville Grace 
Houcktown 
John Stewart 
Kingsley 
Kossuth Zion 

On track with District Giving 

Journey at Christ 
Allentown 
Ayersville 
Bryan Wesley 
Cairo 
Cridersville 
Cridersville Perry 
Defiance St Pauls 
Delphos Trinity 
East Mt Zion 
Elida Immanuel 
Findlay Zion 
Hicksville Trinity 
Howard 
Kenton First 
Mark Center 
Montpelier St Pauls 
Oakdale 
Powell Memorial 
Pulaski 
Spencerville Trinity 
St Andrews Findlay 
St Marks Findlay 
St Marys Wayne St 
St Pauls Findlay 
Van Wert Trinity 
West Independence 
West Unity 

 
We are pleased to report that the churches of Northwest Plains are currently 85.5 percent paid in their connectional giving.  Thank you!!!  

This report is as of  November 22, 2019.   
 
Please contact Kim Tumblin at ktumblin@wocumc.org if you have any questions.  

 
Blessings, 

Kim Tumblin 

Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Lafayette 
Landfair 
Latty Friends 
Leipsic 
Liberty Chapel 
Marseilles 
Maysville 
McComb 
Melbern 
Melrose 
Mercer 
Middle Creek 
Middle Point 
Montpelier First 
Mt Blanchard  
Mt Cory 
Mt Zion (Hardin) 
Mt Zion Celina 
New Hope Bethel 
New Knoxville 
Ney 
North Creek 
Ottawa Trinity 
Otterbein 
Patterson 
Paulding 
Paulding Mt Zion 
Payne St Paul 
Pleasant Chapel 
Pleasant View 
Rawson New Hope 
Rhinehart 
Ridgeway 
Riley Creek 
Rockford 
Rockport 
Roundhead  

Salem (Wyandot) 
Sherwood 
St Johns 
St Marks Lima 
St Marys Grace 
Stryker 
Trinity Evangelical 
Trinity Lima 
Twin Oaks 
Uniopolis 
Van Buren 
Van Wert First 
Van Wert Wesley 
Vanlue Christ 
Vaughnsville 
Walnut Grove Auglaize 
Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 
Waynesfield 
Wesley Chapel 
Westminster 
Wharton 

Wharton Big Oak 
Williams Center Asbury 
Williams Center Calvary 
Willshire Union 
Zion (Elida) 

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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Save the date! 

TRAINING 

DAY 

NWP 

Saturday 
February 8, 2020 

Location:  
Ottawa Trinity 


