
 

Volume 10                                                                  December 2018                                               Issue 12 

DISTRICT STAFF 
 

District Superintendent 
Barry Burns 
bburns@wocumc.org 
 
Ass’t to the Dist. Supt. 
Lynda Lockwood 
llockwood@wocumc.org 
 
Financial Secretary 
Kim Tumblin 
ktumblin@wocumc.org 
 
Office Administrator 
Lesley Moore 
lmoore@wocumc.org 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
One of my favorite seasons of the year is Advent. The themes of anticipation 
and hope are especially meaningful to us in our time of division and broken-
ness. They remind us that God’s grace breaks in on our brokenness and sin-
fulness. It reminds us that there is a beacon of hope in Jesus Christ. So, as we 
light our Advent Candles, decorate our homes and sanctuaries, and make our 
preparations for the Christmas celebration, may we be reminded of Emmanu-
el, God with us. 
 
It is in that spirit of hope that I want to speak to you of a couple of goals I 
have for our district. We know that we have been focused on the special 
General Conference in February now for some time, but I have tried to be 
consistent to say that if we don’t regain our missional focus, or our primary 
purpose, then nothing will change. To that end I have been praying for some 
time now about how we move beyond all of the brokenness, and proclaim 

loudly that when all this is said and done, we will still be called to Make Disciples, we will still 
be called to love extravagantly, and our communities will still need us to be the church that we 
are called to be. 
 
So, I am inviting you to join me in prayer about reaching new people and starting new minis-
tries. It is my goal over the next two years that we will be able to start 2 new congregations and 
10 new Fresh Expressions groups here in the Northwest Plains District. We have been seeing 
around our Conference over the last couple of years that God is doing something new. Brad 
Aycock, the WOC Director of New Church Development, posted this on Facebook last week 
speaking of the new church starts in West Ohio Conference. “In the past 14 months, this group 
has reached over 2000 people, averaging around 1500. They've baptized over 70 people. The 
UMC in OH is becoming younger and more diverse. I’m so thankful for this “launch team” of 
pioneering leaders who relentlessly follow their God given dreams for the church of tomorrow. 
Credit to Bishop Palmer and our cabinet for the commitment and alignment to bring hope to 
those in our Ohio communities who are desperately searching for something more in life. Every 
number has a name. Every name has a story. Every story matters to Jesus. Who might not have 
been reached with the hope and love of Jesus if not for these new UM faith communities? 
 
In 2017, there were three New Church Starts in West Ohio: 
 Central City, Mosaic, and New City 
In 2018, there have been five new churches: 
 Lifeline, Engage, Anderson Hills FX, Global Village and Short North 
In 2019, there are 5 new congregations and 40 Fresh Expressions Groups being planned to 
launch: 

Farmhouse, Sabbath, Camino Davida, Global Village, The Porch, and Trinity Chillico-
the FX 

 
These are spread throughout our Conference, urban, suburban, rural. It reminds me that God is 
not done with the church yet. New people are being reached, and people are stepping out in 
faith with a sense of hopefulness and anticipation. I know that there are people here in North-
west Plains who need to be reached as well. I hope you will join me in praying for something 
new to be born here in our midst. Some of you may even feel called to be a part of a new start.  
 
Peace! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Barry Burns 
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Advent, a time of preparation will soon be here. Can I tell you a secret? I love Christmas, 

I love the traditions around Christmas and I love spending time with my family. Some of 

my best memories are centered in Christmas as our family comes together to celebrate 

the birth of Jesus. As I have gotten older I realize the gift of faith my parents passed 

down through the celebration of Christmas and Easter.  Here’s the secret as a pastor I find 

this time of year REALLY challenging, how do you retell the events of Christmas (and 

Easter) in a way that people don’t turn you off because they know the story so well? So 

when I find something that gives me pause, and makes me think, I share it.  

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was an incredible man of faith and pastor during a time when his country was dealing 

with economic strife and later turned upside down by war and a dictator who wanted to be God.  Five years 

before Hitler’s rise to power, Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in a 1928 Advent sermon based upon Malachi 3:1-

4: 

 

It is very remarkable that we face the thought that God is coming, so calmly, whereas previously peoples 

trembled at the day of God . . . . We have become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and of God's 

coming at Christmas that we no longer feel the shiver of fear that God's coming should arouse in us. We 

are indifferent to the message, taking only the pleasant and agreeable out of it and forgetting the serious 

aspect, that the God of the world draws near to the people of our little earth and lays claim to us. The com-

ing of God is truly not only glad tidings, but first of all frightening news for every one who has a con-

science. 

 

Only when we have felt the terror of the matter, can we recognize the incomparable kindness. God comes 

into the very midst of evil and of death, and judges the evil in us and in the world. And by judging us, God 

cleanses and sanctifies us, comes to us with grace and love.1  

 

90 years later and Bonhoeffer’s words still hold true, we have become so accustom to the idea of God’s 

love that we as a society do not even consider it divine, in fact many have forgotten or choose to ignore 

why we celebrate Christmas, thinking it is simply a day to give and get presents.  

One final thought, as you read: “Can I tell you a secret? I love Christmas, I love the traditions around 

Christmas and I love spending time with my family.” Do you see anything missing? I do, it was a slap in 

the face when I reread what I wrote…Can I tell you the truth? I love Christ! I love celebrating Christ! but 

that is not what I wrote… 

 
1Dietrich Bonhoeffer, A Testament to Freedom: The Essential Writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Ed. Ge-
ffrey B. Kelly and F. Burton Nelson (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 1995) pp. 185-186. 

 

Blessings, 
Lynda 
 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 
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              Charge Conferences 
 
Pastors . . . 
 
 

2018 Church/Charge Conferences have all been complet-
ed!  Great job!  Please NOTE that there are many churches that still 
need to complete your charge conference papers.  Please contact the 
District Office for any questions.  District Office needs to review 
and approve by December 15, 2018. 

 
THANK YOU! 

2019 Health Insurance Information Meetings 
 
The Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits has set details for the 2019 Active and Retir-
ee Health Insurance Plans. Please attend one of the events listed below so you can learn about any 
changes to the plan and how the changes might impact you. The agenda for each meeting is the 
same so attend the one that best fits your schedule. Aetna/Humana, Credit Union and Conference 
staff will be available to answer questions specific to your circumstances after each meeting. Ques-
tions may be directed to Sandi George at  sgeorge@wocumc.org or at 614.844.6200. 
 
Active clergy session is 10:00 am-11:30 am, and retired clergy session is 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm. A light 
lunch will be provided between the active and retiree sessions.   
 
If you were unable to attend previous sessions, below are the remaining options: 
 
Monday, December 3 
Location: Marysville First UMC, 207 S. Court St., Marysville, OH  43040 
Active: 10:00 am—11:30 am, Retiree: 1:00 pm-2:00 pm 
 
Thursday, December 6 
Location: Zanesville Grace UMC, 516 Shinnick St, Zanesville, OH 43701 
Active: 10:00 am—11:30 am, Retiree: 1:00 pm-2:00 pm 
 
Tuesday, December 11 
Location: West Ohio Conference Office, 32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington, OH  43085 
Active: 10:00 am—11:30 am, Retiree: 1:00 pm-2:00 pm 

mailto:sgeorge@wocumc.org
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to ar-
range for a Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of 
Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, 

Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567-204-0329 or by 
email at bhoover1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Stephen Brooks is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Han-

cock, Henry, Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.519.3319 or by 
email at     sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.  

 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already available within the 

United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to 

grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples  

 
"Spiritual Gifts (CORE course)”,  will be offered Saturday, March 2, 2019.  More information to come 

at a later date. 

 

“Conflict Management (Advanced course)" ,will be offered Saturday, March 2, 2019. More infor-

mation to come at a later date 

 

“Lead and Worship (CORE Course)”, will be offered Saturday, April 6, 2019 .   More information to 

come at a later date 

 

“Dealing with Grief (Advanced Course)”, will be offered Saturday, April 6, 2019.  More information to 

come at a later date. 

 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you know, would be interested in participating, 

please register when the time is open to do so! 

 

 

 

file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com


  December 2018                                               Northwest Plains Compass                                        Page 5  

 

 
BY GEORGE! Campaign 

This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the Northwest Plains Dis-
trict to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in 
Haiti. This hospital that has served countless numbers of children and their 
families over the years has been devastated by the earthquakes and hurri-
canes and is in desperate need of help. So, we are inviting you to be part of 
a special campaign.  
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give 
just $1 per week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic 
amount of financial help, but also hope that they are not alone. The money 
will be collected at the District Office and sent on to Haiti. There will be 
much more information coming in the form of videos, pamphlets, etc. But 
we invite you now to begin praying about your congregation being a part 
of this effort. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this 
is one way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can 
apart. Watch for more information to come! 

Campaign Vision and 
Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, ro-
bust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the 
number of people who are choosing to live in the hope 
of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by 
the justice, love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and re-
spectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in 
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. George Cooper/
gcooper@wocumc.org, Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/
snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

mailto:gcooper@wocumc.org
mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appoint-
ments (church and pastor): 
 

Week of December 2 
Dunkirk: Grace 
  Rev. David Roy 
Edgerton 
 Rev. Susan Kronbach 
Edon 
 Rev. Doug Widdowson 

 

Week of December 9 
Elida: Immanuel 
 Rev. Bruce Tumblin 
Elida: St. Paul’s 
 Rev. Paul Scannell  
Elida: Zion/Kossuth: Zion 
Charge 
 Rev. David Howell 

Week of December 16 
Emanuel 
 Rev. Thomas Ketzler 
Farmer/Ney Charge  
 Rev. Dwight Bowers 
Findlay: East Mt. Zion/Vanlue Christ 
Charge 
 Rev. Robert Greene 

Week of December 23 
Findlay: Howard 
 Rev. David To 
Findlay: Journey At Christ 
 Rev. Trevor Wright 
Findlay: Powell Memorial 
 Rev. Hugh Bowland 
 

The District Office will be closed: 
 

December 24, 2018 — January 2, 2019 
 

In observance of the Christmas Holiday! 
 

Wishing everyone a very safe and happy holiday! 

Week of December 30 
Findlay: St. Andrew’s 
 Rev. Jeff Motter 
 Rev. Becky L. Schofield 

Motter 
Findlay: St. Marks 
 Rev. Daniel Metzger 
 Rev. David Charles 
Findlay: St. Paul’s 
 Rev. Thomas Mellott 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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2018 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

 

 
 

On track with District Giving 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Thank you to our churches who have been faithful in their gifts to NWP connectional giving. Our district is 89.87% paid to date. 
Your faithfulness enables NWP to continue with its ministry work. Statements will be sent out this week to those who still have a 
balance. If you have any questions or comments please send an email to: Kim Tumblin at Ktumblin@WOCUMC.org. 

 

Blessings, 
Kim Tumblin 

Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

District 100% 

Conference Giving 

East Mt Zion 
Antwerp 
Ayersville 
Bethel Van Wert 
Bryan Wesley 
Cridersville 
Defiance St. Pauls 
Delphos Trinity 
Howard 
Journey At Christ 
Kenton First 
Montpelier St. Pauls 
Oakdale 
Saint Andrews Findlay 
Shawnee 
Spencerville Trinity 
St. Marks Findlay 
St. Marys Wayne St 
St. Pauls Findlay 
Trinity Van Wert 
West Independence 
Zion Findlay 

Ada Sugar Grove 
Alger First 
Allentown 
Arcadia 
Benton Ridge Good Shep-
herd 
Bethany Celina 
Bethel Forder Bridge 
Bryan Faith 
Carey Memorial 
Chattanooga 
Continental Christ 
Continental United 
Convoy 

Countryside Chapel 
Crawford 
Cridersville Perry 
Dunkirk Grace 
Elida Immanuel 
Elida St Paul 
Emmanuel 
Erastus 
Evansport 
Farmer 
First Van Wert 
Forest 
Forest Park 
Fort Recovery 
Gilboa 
Grand Lake 
Grant 
Grover Hill Zion 

Hamilton Bethel 
Harpster 
Harrod 
Haviland Country Chapel 
Hepburn 
Hicksville Grace 
Houcktown 
Hume 

John Stewart 
Kingsley 
Kossuth Zion 
Lafayette 
Landfair 
Latty Friends 
Leipsic 
Liberty Chapel 
Mark Center 
Marseilles 
Maysville 
McComb 
Melbern 
Melrose 
Mendon 
Mercer 
Middle Creek 
Middle Point 

Mount Cory 
Mount Victory 
Mt Blanchard 
Mt Zion 
Mt Zion (Hardin) 
New Hope Bethel 
New Knoxville 
Ney 
North Creek 
Ohio City 
Ottawa Trinity 
Otterbein 
Patterson 
Paulding Mt Zion 
Payne St Paul 
Pleasant Chapel 
Pleasant View 
Rawson New Hope 
Rhinehart 
Ridgeway 
Riley Creek 
Rockford 

Rockport 
Roundhead 
Saint Marys Grace 
Salem (Wyandot) 
Salem Cass 
Sherwood 
St Johns 
St Marks Lima 
Stryker 
Trinity Evangelical 
Trinity Lima 
Twin Oaks 
Uniopolis 

Van Buren 
Vanlue Christ 
Vaughnsville 
Walnut Grove Auglaize 
Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 
Wesley Chapel 
Wesley Van Wert 
Westminster  
Westside 
Wharton 
Wharton Big Oak 
Williams Center Asbury 
Williams Center Calvary 
Willshire Union 
Zion (Elida) 

mailto:Ktumblin@WOCUMC.org
mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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The District Office will be closed 

 

Monday, September  3 

 

Monday, December 3,2018 
 

District Clergy Christmas Gathering 
Gathering 6:00 pm ~ Dinner 6:30 pm 

 

UNOH Event Center 
Crystal Room 

1450 N. Cable Rd. 
Lima, OH  45805 

 
Following dinner there will be a worship and a  

music program featuring Jim Boedicker 


