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Dear Friends, 

 
 
Now that I am in my 35th year of pastoral ministry, and my sixth year of 
serving as a superintendent, I have seen and worked with a wide variety of 
congregations. And what I am noticing in this season of ministry is that as 
our dialogue with each other has become more and more divisive and toxic, 
as we have seen the cultural trend that fewer folks are attending worship, 
and those who do are attending less often, we tend to lose sight of the fact 
that even now, there are still congregations that have vitality and are excited 
about their future.  
  
In the district I serve as the DS, I see churches of all sizes who are ener-
gized and vital, and I am seeing churches of all sizes who are discouraged, 
distracted, and desperate to regain what they once had. In my opinion, 
there are several characteristics that the congregations who are vital and 
passionate, no matter the size of the congregation, focus on doing well. In 
fact, they do these things exceptionally well in their context. In many ways 

they are each unique, but they have found a way to excel in their context in each of these char-
acteristics.   
  
1.They know their mission and purpose well, and they are focused on fulfilling their mission. 
When anything gets in the way of our mission, it distracts us from our primary purpose.  That 
pertains to the pastor (either adoration of, or conflict with), conflict among the lay people, the cost 
of maintaining buildings that don’t serve the mission well anymore, or anything else that gets in 
the way of our being focused on mission and purpose.  
 
2. They are doing a great job of fully engaging their community. And as their community chang-
es, they adapt to meet the needs of the community as it is, not as it once was. Vital churches 
know and love their community and they try hard to look like their community.  
 
3.They are focused outwardly rather than inwardly. In other words, vital churches are not self-
centered. These churches free up their pastor and leaders to work with and love those who are 
not yet in church, they work hard at getting to know the needs and hurts and dreams of their 
neighbors, they take Jesus seriously when he said to Love God and Love others.  
 
4.They have worship services that are passionate, authentic, and indigenous to the culture they 
are trying to reach. The worship reaches multiple generations and is focused on the needs of the 
people they are trying to reach rather than on their own preferences. This is not about a worship 
style, it is about being authentic, passionate, and relatable to those the church is trying to reach.  
 
5. They have become very good at growing generous givers. They work hard at discipling mem-
bers and attenders and do not shy away from teaching their folks how to live generously.   
 
6. And most importantly, they are grounded in prayer. This is where it all begins. If we are not a 
praying people, how do we ever expect to be in relationship with God?   
 
There is no magic formula or magic pill that will take us back to when our churches were filled, 
and challenges seemed manageable. But I do believe with all my heart that it is possible for us to 
see a new vitality in our congregations that will lead us to reach out in love to the communities 
we are a part of. Our communities need us to be the church that God has called us to be now 
more than ever. So be courageous and follow where God is calling you to go!  
  
In Christ’s Love!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 

 

Northwest Plains District 
United Methodist Church 

 

910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH 45875 

 

Telephone: 
 419.523.9901  800.589.7828  

 

FAX 419.523.3479 
 

E-mail:  
nwplains@wocumc.org  

 
Website: 

www.northwestplainsdistrict.org 
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I am Pastor Mark Hollinger who is serving at Cridersville UMC and as the 
coordinator for Addiction Recovery Ministries in the Northwest Plains Dis-
trict.  If your church or community group would like for me to present the 
current status and background of the opioid epidemic and the ways in which 
you or your church or group can become engaged in recovery efforts then I 
invite you to contact me.  I have a 20 to 30 minute presentation and have all 
the  presentation equipment needed to travel to any church or group event. 
Many communities already have multilayered recovery services available 
and we have wonderful opportunities to reach out as supportive and healing 
partners.  The first element needed in addressing our ability to become 
Christ's hands and feet to those who are hurting from the oppression of ad-

dition is education.   Ohio is among the top five states with highest rates of opioid-related over-
dose deaths, killing significantly more people in Ohio than auto accident fatalities.  I am a recov-
ering addict and have real-life knowledge of the personal challenges of recovery. You can con-
tact me at 419 231-0428 or via email rev.mark.hollinger@gmail.com. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Mark 
 

Do justice, Love mercy and Walk Humbly with Your God 
 
 

Micah 6:8 

 

Lynda 

From July 9th – 30th I welcomed two teenage girls into my home. Wapakoneta has an 
exchange program with their Sister City in Lengerich, Germany. Let me say up front this 
has been a blessing. The girls speak English very well and when they can’t find the right 
word we play 20 questions (normally by the 2nd or 3rd question we have it figured out) or 
charades. I said yes to becoming a host family for several reasons, some selfish. First, 
my Mom was a WWII bride, she grew up in Cardiff, Wales and moved to the U.S.  in her 
20’s, besides my Dad’s family she had no family here. Through her I learned what it 
meant to welcome outsiders in, what hospitality meant and acceptance of those who 
have different cultural traditions and views.  I know my Mom spoke the King’s English 
and her traditions were not all that different but…for some people they were different 
enough. In opening my home I knew I could offer hospitality (knowing you can do 
something and then actually doing it can be two different things). 

Because the second part, the selfish part of me - realizes it does me good. I must put others needs 
and desires in front of my own. I can’t come home from work and go directly into “me mode”. I must 
think about what someone else would like for dinner, let alone fixing it. I must think about when they 
would like to eat and what their plans are. I realize most of you are thinking you do this everyday but as 
a single person if I don’t feel like cooking when I get home I don’t have too. My “down time” is mine to 
do with as I please. Yes, God has a say and so do my two fur babies but I think you get what I am say-
ing.  
From saying “yes” to hosting these girls I am no longer in my comfort zone, I am pushed to be more 
considerate, patient, kind, and giving. It makes me wonder what would happen if our churches pur-
posely put themselves in a situation outside of their normal routine or mission work for just one time.  
What would working from outside of your comfort zone look like? What areas in your church need 
pushed?  What lessons could the church learn? Could a new more effective ministry take root or rein-
force the ministry the church is already doing? Just something to think about and possibly consider. If 
your church does decide to try this let me know how it turns out. 
P.S. This is Monday and tomorrow they fly back to Germany. Last night they told me they don’t want to 
think about flying home because they would cry, I feel the same way! 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

mailto:rev.mark.hollinger@gmail.com
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Fall Mission Trip 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

Chatham, Illinois 

Always thought you’d like to go 

on a mission trip but felt you 

can’t do the heavy work?  Well 

join us now and you will find you 

can help! 

 

Some of the tasks include: work-

ing on mailings, sewing, assem-

bling school bags, layette kits, 

bedding packs,  medical suppli-

ers and cleaning buckets;  re-

pairing bicycles, sewing ma-

chines, and lawn mowers;  build-

ing and varnishing school desks. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2019 
THRU 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2019 
 

 
COST: $225 PER PERSON 
 
Lodging will be in a heated/air 
conditioned, handicap accessible 
dormitory with two people per 
room. You will need to bring bed 
linens, towels, and toiletries.  
There are bunk beds in each room  
we usually use only the lower 
bunks.  However, if you would use 
a top bunk we would be able to al-
low for more than 16 participants. 
 
If you are a camper with an RV, 
there is a full hook-up available. 

Send Registration with check for 
TOTAL amount ($225 per person) 
to the District Office no later than 
September 13, 2019. 
 
Make check payable to: 
Northwest Plains District UMC 
 
Mail to: 
Northwest Plains District UMC 
910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH  45875 
 
Questions: 
Please contact: Marge Dresbach 
Phone: 419-943-2237  
Email: dresbach2@fairpoint.net 
 

CANCELLATIONS ARE NON-
REFUNDABLE 

Mission Trip Registration  
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

November 3-November 8, 2019 
 
Name (s) _____________________________________ 
 
Church ______________________________________ 
 
Address 
________________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________ 
 
Email _______________________________________ 
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567-204-0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Steve Brooks is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.519.3319 or by email at  
sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com. 

 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already available within the Unit-

ed Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples  
 

“Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (Basic) Part 1 & 2” led by Rev. Dave Burkhart/Lay Ministry Teaching 

Team will be offered on Saturday, October, 19 (Part 1) & October 26 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity 

UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio.  The FIRM deadline for registration is October 12 & 19.  If we do not re-

ceive 10 registrations, the class will not be held  Registration info coming soon.-please watch on the District 

website. 

 

“Go Preach (CORE) Part 1 & 2” led by Rev. David Chivington/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, October, 19 (Part 1) & October 26 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Otta-

wa, Ohio.  The FIRM deadline for registration is October 12 & 19.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class 

will not be held  Registration info coming soon.-please watch on the District website. 

 

“Ministry in Small Churches (Advanced) led by Wade Goble/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, October, 19, at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio.  The FIRM deadline 

for registration is October 12.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held  Registration info 

coming soon.-please watch on the District website. 

 

“Creating Sacred Space (Advanced) led by Wendy Lybarger/Lay Ministry Teaching Team will be offered on 

Saturday, October, 26 at 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio.  The FIRM deadline 

for registration is October 12.  If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held  Registration info 

coming soon.-please watch on the District website. 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you know, would be interested in participating, please 

register when it is available on the District Website which is coming soon! 
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APRIL 19, 2019 

Campaign Vision and Purpose 
Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congrega-

tions and in turn multiply the number of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, 
being shaped from the inside out by the justice, love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and re-
spectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in or-
der to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, 
Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

 
Dear Friends, 
 
My name is Tom Holmes.  I am a retired United Methodist minister now serving in an interim pastorate at St. Paul’s United Method-
ist in Payne and Paulding United Methodist.   
 
The position I retired from was as the Executive Director of Covenant Ministry Services Counseling Services in Lima.  Since I re-
ceived my Doctor of Ministry in Pastoral Care and Counseling in 1984, I have counseled people professionally in all aspects of 
individual, marital and family mental health concerns.   
 
Having served in pastoral roles prior to being in full time counseling and having connected in powerful ways with many church 
leaders over the years, I am aware of the challenges facing people in ministry. My passion is to assist people thrive in the calling 
God has for them.   
 
In cooperation with the Northwest Plains District, I want to make myself available for pastors and church leaders to take advantage 
of a service we are offering.  
 
There is no question that we all engage in ministry in multiple ways as wounded human beings.  The question is whether that 
woundedness aids or hinders our effectiveness in ministry.  In some powerful ways, the answer is that it does both. 
 
I want to make myself available to meet with pastors in providing pastoral care to pastors in the district.  Utilizing the skills and re-
sources I have worked with over the years, perhaps some of what I have done over the years could be a resource to pastors and 
church leaders of the district. 
 
If you would like to schedule a meeting with me to discuss any concerns you have personally or professionally, I will be available 
for appointment.  
 
For the months of July and August, I will be seeing people on an appointment basis in Payne on Tuesday, and in Paulding on 
Wednesday.  In September, the schedule will include sites in Van Wert, Defiance, Lima, Findlay and Kenton.  If you are interested 
in an appointment with me, call to speak with Lesley Moore at the NWP District office.  Her contact info is: lmoore@wocumc.org or 
419-523-9901.  The cost is $30 per session, but I want you to know that we will not turn anyone away for lack of an ability to pay.  I 
want to serve you and join with you in a partnership of ministry to the best of my ability.  
 
I am eager to get to know you and prayerfully consider how I can assist you.  Schedule an appointment now so that we can togeth-
er put our heads and hearts together in attending to whatever issues you may be facing.  May God bless you in all that you do for 
the Kingdom of God.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thomas M. Holmes, D.Min.       

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
mailto:lmoore@wocumc.org
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Earlier this spring, we invited the congregations of the Northwest Plains District 
to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in Haiti. This 
hospital that has served countless numbers of children and their families over the 
years has been devastated by the earthquakes and hurricanes and is in desperate 
need of help. Now that we are several months into this, we want to share an update of 
where we are.  To date, we have received just over $30,000 to go to the hospital!  We are 
so thankful for your generosity and faithfulness! 
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give just $1 per 
week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic amount of financial help, 
but also hope that they are not alone. The money will be collected at the District Office 
and sent on to Haiti. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this is one 
way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can apart. Watch for more 
information to come! 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appoint-
ments (church and pastor): 
 

Week of August 4 
West Unity 
 Rev. Gregory Coleman 
Wharton: Big Oak 
 Harry Launder 
Williams Center Charge 
(Asbury & Calvary) 
 Rev.  Tom Graves 

 

Week of August 11 
Willshire Union 
 Rev. Richard Larimore 
Ada First 
 Rev. Brandi Grant-Rigsby 
Alger First 
 Rev. Donald Clinger 

Week of August 18 
Allentown 
 Rev. Neal Whitney 
 Rev. Kelly Waltz 
Antwerp 
 Rev. Michael Schneider 
Arcadia 
 Rev. Erma Metzger 

Week of August 25 
Arlington 
 Rev. Mark Gregory 
Ayersville/Defiance Trinity 
 Rev. Maurice Dunn 
Bath Community/Cairo 
 Rev. Deborah Nance 
 

 (Update) BY GEORGE! Campaign  (Update) 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2019 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

District 100% 

Ada Sugar Grove 
Alger First 
Arcadia 
Benton Ridge Good 
Shepherd 
Bethel Forder Bridge 
Carey Memorial 
Coldwater 
Countryside Chapel 
Crawford 
Emmanuel 
Erastus 
Farmer 
Fort Recovery 
Gilboa 
Grover Hill Zion 
Hamilton Bethel 
Harpster 
Harrod 
Haviland Country 
Chapel 
Hepburn 
Hicksville Grace 
Houcktown 
John Stewart 
Kossuth Zion 
Lafayette 
Landfair 
Leipsic 
Liberty Chapel 
Marseilles 
Maysville 
Melbern 
Melrose 
Mercer 
Middle Creek 
Middle Point 
Mt Blanchard 

On track with District Giving 

Ada First 
Allentown 
Ayersville 
Bryan Faith 
Bryan Wesley 
Cairo 
Continental Christ 
Cridersville 
Defiance St Pauls 
East Mt Zion 
Elida Immanuel 
Elida St Paul 
Evansport 
First Van Wert 
Forest 
Grant 
Howard 
Journey At Christ 
Kenton First 
Latty Friends 
McComb 
Montpelier St Pauls 
Mt Cory 
Ney 
Oakdale 
Ottawa Trinity 
Pandora 
Saint Andrews Findlay 
Saint Marys Grace 
Sherwood 
Spencerville Trinity 
St Marks Findlay 
St Marys Wayne St 
St Pauls Findlay 
Trinity Lima 
Vaughnsville 
Wesley Van Wert 

 
Thank you for your continued support in paying District Apportionments. Please contact Kim Tumblin at ktumblin@wocumc.org if you 

have any questions. The information below is for offerings received in the NWP office and deposited on Monday, July 29th. 

 

Blessings, 

Kim Tumblin 

Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Mt Zion (Hardin) 
Mt Zion Celina 
New Hope Bethel 
New Knoxville 
North Creek 
Otterbein 
Patterson 
Paulding 
Paulding Mt Zion 
Payne St Paul 
Pleasant View 
Rhinehart 
Ridgeway 
Riley Creek 
Rockford 
Rockport 
Roundhead 
Salem (Wyandot) 
St Johns 
St Marks Lima 
Stryker 
Trinity Evangelical 
Uniopolis 
Van Buren 
Vanlue Christ 
Walnut Grove Auglaize 
Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 
Waynesfield 
Wesley Chapel 
Westminster 
Wharton 
Wharton Big Oak 
Williams Center Asbury 
Williams Center Calvary 
Willshire Union 
Zion (Elida) 

West Independence 
Zion Findlay 

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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Return Service Requested 

 

Friendly Reminder! 
 

Northwest Plains District Annual One-on-Ones 

 
If  you have not scheduled your 1:1 appointment,  
please call Lesley Moore at the District office, 1.800.589.7828 
or reference the email recently sent and schedule 
through the SignUpGenius. 
 

Thank you! 


