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Dear Friends, 
 
Earlier this month I had the privilege of serving on one of the West 
Ohio Conference Teams that travelled to the North Katanga Confer-
ence in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Our team’s task was 
to teach several classes at their first pastors school. It was an experi-
ence that I will never forget! 
 
We flew from Columbus, to Washington DC, to Addis Adababa Ethi-
opia, to Lubumbashi DRC, where we stayed with Gaston and Jean 
Ntumbo. Then the next day, Gaston flew us into Kamina on the 
Wings of the Morning plane. What we found when we landed there 
was a church in which the Spirit of God is moving in powerful ways. 
Even though this city of over 100,000 people has extremely high un-

employment, the people are filled with hospitality and joy. The UMC there is a force 
that is bringing change to the entire culture. There are AIDS clinics, medical clinics, 
maternity clinics, schools, orphanages, and churches that are overflowing with people. 
Here we are so filled with anxiety, fear, and anger while there we witnessed a church 
that was focused on mission, vision, and making disciples. They had their annual con-
ference the previous week, and we were told that they had capped registrations to 501 
people for this school. However, 200 more people showed up, so the school ended up 
with over 700 people participating. And we found the pastors, both men and women, 
young and old to be hungry to learn. They sat through 8 hours of classes each day for 
five days, listening to lectures, asking questions, singing, praying, and taking notes. 
Some of these pastors rode their bikes for 3-4 days over difficult roads just to partici-
pate. It was such a blessing to see how God is moving so visibly in this country where 
there are so few of the luxuries we have gotten so calloused to. This is one of those 
places where I am just so thankful to be a part of a connectional church where we are 
united with parts of the world many of us will never see or experience. I have been 
asked many times about what apportionment dollars go for, and here is a prime exam-
ple of how our giving is having a huge impact in the North Katanga Conference! The 
Spirit of God is still moving in our world today, and I am more confident than ever 
saying that God is not done with us yet! 
 
I will be sharing much more about this trip and what may be some wonderful opportu-
nities for our partnership between the West Ohio Conference and the North Katanga 
Conference. Let it suffice here for me to say simply I am so thankful that I had this op-
portunity to go. 
 
Before closing, let me remind each of us to continue to be in prayer for the General 
Conference in February 2019. We need to pray for the delegates, our Bishops, and our 
denomination. Our prayer should be for God’s will to be done, and not just for “my 
side” to win. We should be praying for God’s Spirit to move in and through us. May 
we each have the courage to go wherever it is that God leads us! 

 
Peace! 
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“Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to ar-
range for a Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of 
Pulpit Supply.” 
 
Thank you Pastors for doing this!!! We want you to take your vacations and know 
you do not need to worry about the message coming from the pulpit. And to pro-
vide enough Lay Speakers we could use your help. This summer we came up 
against a situation where we had more requests for pulpit supply than we had Lay 
Speakers. Laity this call for help is going out to you as well. It takes both the Pas-
tor and the congregation in identifying and encouraging laity within the church 
who you think are being called to serve by preaching the Word on occasion. Our 

District Lay Ministry Team works hard at providing excellent training and guidance for those who 
feel called to serve in their church. Being called to preach the Word is just one way to serve, 
there are many other ways and there is training for those areas available as well. I am focusing 
on Certified Lay Speaker because this is an immediate need. To become a Certified Lay Speaker 
you need the recommendation of your pastor and the church council. So the first step is talk to 
your Pastor! (or Pastor’s talk to your Laity!!!) The next step is to sign up for the BASIC Course for 
Lay Ministry (normally taught in 2 parts and offered this October) and then completing a track of 
study which includes classes on Leading Worship, Leading Prayer, Discovering Spiritual Gifts, 
Preaching, UM Heritage, and UM Polity. If you would like more details I would be happy to talk 
with you or point you to someone who has gone through the process. 
 
Now I am changing the subject but on the same line as training. Clergy or Laity - There is a great 
opportunity for learning if you are in a Small Church! You may have seen this article in the WOC 
newsletter but it is worth repeating!!! 
 
On Saturday, September 15, the Town and Rural Resource Program (TARRP) of West and East 
Ohio will offer "Worship: Plan, Enhance & Enrich - Doing a Lot with a Little." Rev. Robin Knowles
-Wallace, seminary professor at MTSO, will teach Theology of Hymns for the 
21st Century and Creative Worship Planning. Rev. Jackson Henry, the Director of Music Minis-
tries at UM Discipleship Ministries, will offer and demonstrate detailed worship resources our de-
nomination offers for free or affordable prices. To focus on your church's particular needs, you 
may choose one of three break-out sessions: Planning for Advent with Rev. Knowles-
Wallace; PowerPoint and Media in the Church with Rev. Ryan Grace; or Recruit, Form or Create 
a Worship Team led by Rev. Barbara Cooper. Brooke Hilliard will demonstrate UM Hymnal re-
sources and offer Music Ministry Enhancements at the Cokesbury table. Join us for a day of wor-
ship, learning, sharing, and equipping. 
 
More information is available by contacting:  
 
Rev. Deb Ketcham at 614-580-2382 or revdsk@frontier.com.  
 
Registration deadline is September 9. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 

Lynda 
  

 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

mailto:revdsk@frontier.com
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Fall Mission Trip 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

Chatham, Illinois 
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Always thought you’d like to go on 

a mission trip but felt you can’t do 

the heavy work?  Well join us now 

and you will find you can help! 

 

Some of the tasks include: working 

on mailings, sewing, assembling 

school bags, flood buckets, layette 

kits, bedding packs and medical 

suppliers.  Repairing bicycles, 

sewing machines, and lawn mow-

ers.  Building and varnishing 

school desks and other small jobs. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 
THRU 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2018 
 

 
COST: $225 PER PERSON 
 
Lodging will be in a heated/air con-
ditioned, handicap accessible dor-
mitory with two people per room. 
You will need to bring bed linens, 
towels, and toiletries.  There are 
bunk beds in each room  we usual-
ly use only the lower bunks.  How-
ever, if you would use a top bunk 
we would be able to allow for more 
than 16 participants. 
 
If you are a camper with an RV, 
there is a full hook-up available. 

Registration with a $75 deposit 
will hold a spot  for you.  Please 
send registration and deposit to 
the district office no later than 
August 1, 2018. 
Balance is due by September 1, 
2018. 
 
Make check payable to: 
Northwest Plains District UMC 
 
Mail to: 
Northwest Plains District UMC 
910 E. Third Street 
Ottawa, OH  45875 
 
Questions: 
Please contact: Marge Dresbach 
Phone: 419-943-2237  
Email: dresbach2@fairpoint.net 
 

CANCELLATIONS ARE NON-

Mission Trip Registration  
Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
September 30-October 5, 2018 

 
Name (s) _____________________________________ 
 
Church ______________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________ 
 
Email ________________________________________ 
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to ar-
range for a Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of 
Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Nancy Replogle is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, 

Hardin, Mercer, Van Wert, and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 419.771.3472  or by 
email at rnreplogle73@gmail.com.   

 
• Stephen Brooks is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Han-

cock, Henry, Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.519.3319 or by 
email at     sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com.  

 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

 

 
 

Lay Servant Training Events 
 

Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership development programs already available within the Unit-

ed Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as  

disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples  
 

"Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (Basic) Part 1 & 2" led by Rev. John Maynard/Lay Ministry Teaching 

Team will be offered on Saturday, October 20 (Part 1) & October 27 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity 

UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa, Ohio. The FIRM deadline for registration is TBD. If we do not receive 10 regis-

trations, the class will not be held.  Register on the Northwest Plains district website. 

 

“Polity (CORE course) Part 1 & 2” led by Rev. Duane Kemerley, will be offered Saturday, October 20 (Part 

1) & October 27 (Part 2), 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for 

registration is TBD. If we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held. Register on the Northwest 

Plains district website. 

 

“Teaching the Bible (Advanced course) ” led by Rev. Becky Schofield Motter, will be offered Saturday, Octo-

ber 20, 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration is TBD. If 

we do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held. Register on the Northwest Plains district website. 

 

“Responding to the Call (Advanced course) ” led by Rev. Dwight Bowers, will be offered Saturday, October 

27 8:30am-4:30pm, at Trinity UMC, 137 N. Pratt St., Ottawa. The FIRM deadline for registration is TBD. If we 

do not receive 10 registrations, the class will not be held. Register on the Northwest Plains district website. 

 

Please help get the word out. If you, or someone you know, would be interested in participating, please 

register today! 

 

file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/rnreplogle73@gmail.com
file:///C:/NWP/EXCEL%20Spreadsheet%20Documents/2016-2017%20District%20Directory/sbrooks1101@roadrunner.com
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BY GEORGE! Campaign 

This spring, we are inviting the congregations of the Northwest Plains Dis-
trict to be a part of a special effort to help Grace Children’s Hospital in 
Haiti. This hospital that has served countless numbers of children and their 
families over the years has been devastated by the earthquakes and hurri-
canes and is in desperate need of help. So, we are inviting you to be part of 
a special campaign.  
If every one of our congregations would challenge their members to give 
just $1 per week per member, we could rally to give not only a dramatic 
amount of financial help, but also hope that they are not alone. The money 
will be collected at the District Office and sent on to Haiti. There will be 
much more information coming in the form of videos, pamphlets, etc. But 
we invite you now to begin praying about your congregation being a part 
of this effort. In a time where we see so much brokenness and disunity, this 
is one way we can truly show how we can do more together than we can 
apart. Watch for more information to come! 

Campaign Vision and 
Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, ro-
bust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the 
number of people who are choosing to live in the hope 
of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by 
the justice, love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and re-
spectfully, that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disci-
ple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in 
order to reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. George Cooper/
gcooper@wocumc.org, Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey/
snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

mailto:gcooper@wocumc.org
mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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              Required Clergy Boundary Training 

 

 

**Pre-registration is required at least two weeks prior to the event** NO WALK-INS 
This specialized training focuses on developing healthy boundaries in ministry and is specific to the role of a clergy 
person. Topics of the day will include power differences, personal and professional health, and the use of social me-
dia. All credentialed clergy are required to attend one of the following Boundary Training events.  Retired or 
un-appointed clergy who regularly work within the church (doing visitation and interacting with congregants, etc.) 
must also attend this training.  
 
Register early to ensure that you have a seat in the training that you prefer!  Registration ends two-weeks pri-
or to the event and the event fee must be received in the Office of Ministry two weeks prior to hold your spot.  
 
August 25-Linworth UMC 
August 29-Christ UMC, Kettering 
August 30-Grace UMC, Perrysburg 
September 12-Reynoldsburg UMC 

 

Should you have any questions, please contact Susan Thomas at 614.844.6200 or by email 

at sthomas@wocumc.org.  

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 

contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the 
Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community.  The clergy listing needs 
updating. If you took your walk in another community, if you 
took another three-day retreat, or if your contact information 

has changed, please send the information to Brad Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director 

| bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appoint-
ments (church and pastor): 
 

Week of August 5 
Stryker 
  Rev. James Ernst 
Sugar Grove 
 Rev. Courtnie Morton 
Twin Oaks 
 Rev. Rick Snyder 

Week of August 12 
Uniopolis/St. Johns Charge 
 Rev. Jaired Birks 
Upper Sandusky: Trinity Evangelical 

 Rev. James Stauffer 
Van Buren 
 Rev. Kelly Sterling 

Week of August 19 
Van Wert: Bethel/North Union Charge 
 Rev. Gregory Wack 
Van Wert First 
 Rev. Chris Farmer 
Van Wert Trinity 
 Rev. Kurt Tomlinson  

Week of August 26 
Van Wert Wesley 
 Rev. Seeyong Lee 
Vaughnsville Community 
 Rev. Thomas Brown 
Walnut Grove (Hardin Co.) 
 Rev. Doug Flinn 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2018-clergy-ethics-training-boundaries-ministry-importance-self-care-1
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2018-clergy-ethics-training-boundaries-ministry-importance-self-care-3
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2018-clergy-ethics-training-boundaries-ministry-importance-self-care-4
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/2018-clergy-ethics-training-boundaries-ministry-importance-self-care-5
mailto:sthomas@wocumc.org
mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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2018 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

District 100% 

 

 
 

On track with District Giving 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for your Connectional giving. Apportionment reports will be emailed at the beginning of August. 

If you have any questions on your statement or have email updates, please contact Kim Tumblin at ktum-

blin@WOCUMC.org.  

 

Blessings, 
Kim Tumblin 

Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

 

 

Conference Giving 
 

Alger First 
Ayersville 
Benton Ridge Good 
Shepherd 
Bryan Wesley 
Chattanooga 
Continental Christ 
Cridersville 
Delphos Trinity 
Elida Immanuel 
Elida St Paul 
Evansport 
First Van Wert 
Forest 
Grant 
Howard 
John Stewart 
Journey At Christ 
Mark Center 
McComb 
Montpelier St Pauls 

Oakdale 
Paulding 
Paulding Mt Zion 
Pulaski 

Arcadia 
Carey Memorial 
Convoy 
Cridersville Perry 
Emmanuel 
Erastus 
Farmer 
Forest Park 
Fort Recovery 
Gilboa 
Grover Hill Zion 
Hamilton Bethel 
Harpster 
Harrod 
Haviland Country Chapel 
Hepburn 
Hicksville Grace 
Houcktown 
Hume 
Kossuth Zion 
Lafayette 
Landfair 
Latty Friends 
Leipsic 
Liberty Chapel 
Maysville 
Melbern 
Melrose 
Mendon 
Mercer 
Middle Creek 
Middle Point 

Mt Blanchard 
Mt Zion (Hardin) 
New Knoxville 
Ney 
North Creek 
Ohio City 
Otterbein 
Patterson 
Payne St Paul 
Pleasant View 
Rawson New Hope 
Rhinehart 
Riley Creek 
Rockford 
Rockport 
Roundhead 
Salem (Wyandot) 
St Johns 
Stryker 
Trinity Lima 
Twin Oaks 
Uniopolis 
Van Buren 
Wapakoneta First 
Wapakoneta Salem 
Wesley Chapel 
Westminster 
Westside 

Saint Andrews Findlay 
Saint Marys Grace 
Shawnee 
St Marks Findlay 
St Marys Wayne St 
St Pauls Findlay 
Trinity Van Wert 
Vanlue Christ 
Vaughnsville 
Wesley Van Wert 
West Independence 
Zion Findlay 
 

mailto:ktumblin@WOCUMC.org
mailto:ktumblin@WOCUMC.org
mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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Save-the-Date! 
 

Clergy Spouse Retreat 
October 5-6, 2018 

 
Registration and further 
information to come soon 


