
 

Volume 12                                                      April 2020                                        Issue 4 

 

DISTRICT STAFF 
 

District Superintendent 
Barry Burns 
bburns@wocumc.org 
 
Ass’t to the Dist. Supt. 
Lynda Lockwood 
llockwood@wocumc.org 
 
Financial Secretary 
Kim Tumblin 
ktumblin@wocumc.org 
 
Office Administrator 
Lesley Moore 
lmoore@wocumc.org 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
 I am guessing that many of you are feeling and thinking the same things I 
am today. There is uncertainty, anxiety, grief, questioning, weariness, and 
the list could go on and on couldn’t it? I want to remind us all, however, that 
even in the midst of all of this uncertainty that our God is still faithful, and 
that God is still walking with us.  
 
I don’t really know how many people read my article each month, but I do 
want to reflect on a few things to help us all stay “on the same page”. 
 
First, since we all have more time separated from our normal activities, I am 
calling on each of us to pray. The cabinet has called on our entire confer-
ence to pause at 6:00 pm each day to pray Wesley’s Covenant Prayer. 
(Here is a link to it from our own compass from a couple of years ago: 
https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/sites/default/files/district/
northwestplains/documents/pdf/page/compass-newsletter-january-
2016.pdf ). 
But I am also asking you to pray for your pastor. None of us have been 

trained for anything like this, so please pray for your pastor. Pray for God to do a new thing 
among us in this time. Pray for those on the frontline of this battle – doctors, nurses, medical 
teams, and so many others. Pray for those who have gotten sick form the Covid-19 virus, pray 
for the family members who are separated from their loved ones, pray for those living in nursing 
centers who may not understand what is happening, pray for our leaders, and so many more 
things. The bottom line is that we should be a people of prayer all the time, but especially in 
times like this. 
 
Second, I want to continue directing you to the West Ohio Conference web site (https://
www.westohioumc.org/), the Northwest Plains District website (https://
www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/), and both the Conference and District 
Facebook pages. We are trying to get any new updates and news onto these sites as quickly as 
possible. There are also resources that you might be interested in. Resources on how to stream 
your worship services online, online giving, how to stay connected even when we are separated, 
etc. 

Third, please continue to think of new ways you can stay connected to others. BE very intention-
al about calling older adults in your churches who may not be as connected online, see if you 
can pick up medications/prescriptions for them so that they don’t have to go out, see if they have 
enough food, explore setting up meetings for your small groups through online resources such 
as ZOOM or gotomeetings or Skype, Look out for the vulnerable in your communities who may 
not have enough food or has been laid off because of their place of work being shut down. This 
is the time for us to really be the church in different ways than we have ever been. 
 
Finally, I am so happy to hear stories of how so many of you have leaned into this time and done 
new things. Churches have streamed their worship services online for the first time, people are 
using online resources that they never have thought of before, and folks are reaching out in new 
way to tehri communities. I am so thankful for your work and faithfulness.  
 
I can’t really say that I know what tomorrow will bring, but I know that God will be with us. Just 
know that I continue to pray daily for you that you will not grow weary and that this will be a time 
for us to grow in our trust in God! 
 
As always, I pray God’s blessing on you! 

 
  
Peace! 

 
 

Rev. Barry Burns 
Northwest Plains 

 District Superintendent 
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CONNECTIONAL GIVING 
 

During this time when we must shelter at home and practice social distancing, we also have many opportunities to reach out to others, to 
learn, and to grow in our ministries.  Below is information provided on our West Ohio Conference website which you might find interest-
ing and helpful.  There is much more to be found at the West Ohio Conference . Praise God for those providing this information so we can 
continue to be active in our worship.  

Giving 

Quickly find an Online Giving Solution for Your Church (ResourceUMC.org) 
Why choose generosity in times of uncertainty and fear? (horizons.net) 
10 Ideas for Church Financial Leaders Amid the COVID-19 Crisis (Discipleship Ministries) 

Electronic recurring giving needed now more than ever! (Discipleship Ministries Webinar) 

Making Giving Easy - Services, Credit Readers and More (umcom.org) 

Electronic Giving Increases Offerings (umcom.org) 

Grants and Loans 

Conference Board Allocates $500,000 to Aid Local Churches in Clergy Benefits 

Missional Church Development Boost Grants 

UMFC COVID Resources (United Methodist Financial Credit Union Ministry Relief Loans) 
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Perspective, looking out the window it is a dull grey day, looking out that same window I 
see buds on the tree and green grass. In truth both views give you a full picture of this 
day, the question is which would I rather dwell on, and which will I allow to influence 
my life? A glass half empty or a glass half full, it is all a matter of perspective, your point 
of view. I admit I am a glass half full kind of person, yes, it is a gloomy day today, but I 
like seeing the promise and hope of spring. And I choose to focus on promise and hope. 
 
Today the world is in a challenging situation, sickness and death is spreading, today the 
world and our nation are experiencing a unity in working together that neither has experi-
enced for years. This is the truth I see, you may not. My point is both views are part of the 
whole picture for me, which one will I allow to influence my response? Both affect my 
view, but I choose to focus on the unity, the promise and hope of people working togeth-

er, not only in the world, our nation but also in our churches and our communities. Why, because I know 
out of bad situations God can and does bring about good. I know this because I have seen God do this 
over, and over again, this time is no different.  
 
Perspective, my point of view, yes, but hopefully a point of view shaped and molded by the Holy Spirit. 
A point of view focused on God and through knowing God the Father, Christ the Son and the Holy Spir-
it. 
 
O blessed Lord, we are thankful for your presence with us and in us! May we keep our focus on You, may 

Your thoughts, your actions, your love be our thoughts, our actions, our love. Amen! 

Blessings, 

Lynda 

Rev. Lynda Lockwood 
Assistant to the District 

Superintendent 

https://www.westohioumc.org/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/quickly-find-an-online-giving-solution-for-your-church
https://horizons.net/why-choose-generosity-in-times-of-uncertainty-and-fear/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/10-ideas-for-church-financial-leaders-amid-the-covid-19-crisis
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/electronic-recurring-giving
http://www.umcom.org/learn/make-giving-easy-services-credit-card-readers-and-more
http://www.umcom.org/learn/electronic-giving-increases-offerings
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/conference-board-allocates-500000-aid-local-churches-clergy-benefits
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/missional-church-development-boost-grants-2020
https://www.umethodist.com/covid-19
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https://www.northwestplainsdistrict.org/district/northwestplains/event/leadership-development-day-2018
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NWP Directors of Pulpit Supply 

 

Pastors, if you are in need of Sunday morning pulpit supply and would like to arrange for a 
Lay Speaker to fill in for you, please contact our District Directors of Pulpit Supply. 
 
• Linda Hoover is responsible for the southern part of NWP District including Allen, Auglaize, Hardin, 

Mercer, Van Wert and Wyandot counties. She can be reached at 567.204.0329 or by email at bhoo-
ver1@woh.rr.com. 

 
• Larry Zuvers is responsible for the northern part of NWP District including Defiance, Hancock, Henry, 

Paulding, Putnam, and Williams counties. He can be reached at 419.636.2329 or by email at lzu-
vers@gmail.com 

 

The district staff will be praying each week for 
3 different appointments (church and pastor): 

 

 
LAY SERVANT TRAINING EVENTS 

FOR APRIL 4 ARE 
 POSTPONED AND WILL BE  

RESCHEDULED ONCE THE COVID-19 
BREAKOUT SUBSIDES 

 
If  you are still interested in taking either 

class, you can still sign up and we will con-
tact you once a new date is established. 

You can still sign up for  . . .  
 

• Lead in Prayer 
• Grief  Seminar 
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Campaign Vision and Purpose 

Our purpose is to multiply the number of vibrant, robust, effective congregations and in turn multiply the num-
ber of people who are choosing to live in the hope of Jesus Christ, being shaped from the inside out by the jus-
tice, love and peace that Jesus brings to us all. 

IF we sincerely believe that God is calling us to offer Christ in a Wesleyan way, passionately and respectfully, 
that is relevant to our cultural context and inspires hope and new life… 

AND we are sincere in asking God to send one more person, family, or child for us to love and disciple… 

THEN we are called to come together to plant new churches and nurture congregational vitality in order to 
reach new people of all ages and life circumstances and connect them with Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information on the Light the Way Campaign contact: Rev. Stanley Ling/sling@wocumc.org, Rev. Sue 
Nilson Kibbey/snkibbey@wocumc.org, Mr. Brad Aycock/bradaycock@wocumc.org  

Nwp DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED  

APRIL 10, 2019 

IN OBSERVANCE OF GOOD FRIDAY 

mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:snkibbey@wocumc.org
mailto:bradaycock@wocumc.org
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Thank you so much for your wonderful response to the By 
George Campaign.  We have been able to send in 
$37, 562.13  already, and have more to send. I think the time has 
come for us to draw this campaign to an end, so we will be sending 
in our last contribution for now at the end of April. This will give 
you time to send in your remaining gifts if you are interested. 
Again, Thank you so much!! 

The Walk to Emmaus is a global ministry of the Upper Room dedicated to supporting the 
spiritual formation of Christians and the development of Christian servant leaders for the 
local church. If you would like to experience this spiritual retreat or learn more about it 
contact Brad Martin. 
 

I am also looking for clergy who are interested in serving in the Northwest Ohio Emmaus 
Community.  The clergy listing needs updating. If you took your walk in another communi-

ty, if you took another three-day retreat, or if your contact in-
formation has changed, please send the information to Brad 

Martin, Emmaus Community Spiritual Director , 

bmartin4477@gmail.com 

The district staff will be praying each week for 3 different appointments 
(church and pastor): 
 

Week of April 5 
North Union 
 Ms. Julie Tarr 
Ohio City 
 Rev. Gary Ginter 
Ottawa Trinity/CG St. Johns 
 Rev. Kathleen Hayes 

 

Week of April 12 
Pandora/Riley Creek 
 Rev. Duane Kemerley 
Patterson 
 Rev. Randy Patton 
Paulding/Payne St. Paul 
 Rev. Brian Arnold 

Week of April 19 
Pleasant Chapel 
 Rev. Kimberly Thomas 
Portage Chapel 
 Rev. Arnold Betz 
Pulaski/Evansport  
 Rev. Nico Kinner 
 Rachel Widdowson 

Week of April 26 
Rawson 
 Rev. Ben Lowell 
Rhinehart 
 Rev. Phillip Compton 
Ridgeway/Mt. Victory/LaRue 
 Rev. Mike Raypholtz 
 

 BY GEORGE! Campaign 

mailto:bmartin4477@gmail.com
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Conference Giving 
 

2020 CONNECTIONAL GIVING  

MOVING FULL STEAM AHEAD 

 

Arcadia UMC 
Coldwater UMC 
Crawford UMC 
Edgerton UMC 
Elida Zion UMC 
Erastus UMC 
Evansport UMC 
Farmer UMC 
Findlay Zion UMC 
Fort Recovery UMC 
Gilboa UMC 
Grover Hill Zion UMC 
Hamilton Bethel UMC 
Harrod UMC 
Haviland Country Chapel 
UMC 
Hepburn UMC 
Houcktown UMC 
Leipsic UMC 
Melbern UMC 
Melrose UMC 
Middle Creek UMC 
Middle Point UMC 
Mt Zion (Hardin Co.) 
UMC 
Mt Zion Celina UMC 
New Knoxville UMC 
North Creek UMC 
Otterbein UMC 
Payne St Paul UMC 
Pleasant Chapel UMC 
Riley Creek UMC   

Thank you to the faithful stewards of the NWP District for your connectional giving. Please contact Kim Tumblin at 
ktumblin@wocumc.org if you have any questions.   The information above is for offerings received through 

03/26/2020. 

Blessings, 

Kim Tumblin 
Financial Secretary, Northwest Plains District 

ktumblin@wocumc.org 

Ada First UMC  
Alger First UMC  
Allentown UMC  
Arlington UMC  
Ayersville UMC  
Benton Ridge Good Shepherd 
UMC 
Bluffton First UMC 
Bryan Faith UMC 
Bryan Wesley UMC 
Cairo UMC Bath merged 
Carey Memorial UMC 
Chattanooga UMC 
Columbus Grove St John UMC 
Continental Christ UMC  
Continental United UMC 
Countryside Chapel UMC 
Cridersville Perry UMC 
Cridersville UMC 
Defiance St Pauls UMC 
Defiance Trinity UMC 
Delphos Trinity UMC 
East Mt Zion UMC 
Edon UMC 
Elida Immanuel UMC 
Elida St Paul UMC 
Findlay Howard UMC 
Findlay Journey At Christ 
Church 
Findlay St Andrew'S UMC 
Findlay St Marks UMC 
Findlay St Paul's UMC  

Forest UMC 
Grant UMC 

 Hicksville Grace UMC 

Hicksville Trinity UMC 
Kenton First UMC 
Kingsley UMC 
Lafayette First UMC 
Latty Friends 
Lima St Marks UMC 
Lima Trinity UMC 
Mark Center UMC 
McComb UMC 
Montpelier First UMC 
Montpelier St Paul's 
Mt Blanchard UMC 
Mt Cory UMC 
Mt Zion (Paulding Co.) UMC 
Ney UMC 
Oakdale UMC 
Ohio City UMC 
Powell Memorial UMC 
Pulaski UMC 
Rhinehart UMC  
Ridgeway UMC  
Rockford UMC 

Shawnee UMC 
Sherwood UMC  
Spencerville Trinity UMC 
St Marys Grace UMC 
St Marys Wayne St UMC 
Van Wert First UMC 
Van Wert Trinity UMC 
Van Wert Wesley UMC 
Vaughnsville Community UMC 
Walnut Grove (Auglaize) UMC 

Walnut Grove (Hardin) UMC 
West Independence UMC 

West Unity UMC 

Paid 100% of their  

2020 District Apportionments 

On target to meet their District  

Apportionment  

Salem UMC (Wyandot) 
Twin Oaks UMC 
Uniopolis UMC 
Van Buren UMC 
Vanlue Christ UMC 
Wapakoneta First UMC 
Wapakoneta Salem UMC 
Waynesfield UMC 
Westminster UMC 
Wharton UMC 
Williams Center Asbury UMC 
Williams Center Calvary UMC 
Willshire Union UMC 

     

mailto:ktumblin@wocumc.org
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2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Sunday, June 7 - Wednesday, June 10, 2020 

Hoover  
Auditorium  

at  
Lakeside  

Chautauqua 

Check the 
Conference 

website 
for details  
regarding 
overnight 

accommodations 


