
February 18 & 25, 2017 

Discipleship is one of the hot topics in church life 

today. Churches are talking about making 

disciples but are they making disciples? This session 

will provide biblical principles and practices for 

building disciplemaking into a church's culture. 

Particular emphasis will be on the role of leaders, 

especially pastors, in making disciples. 

Bill Mowry is a veteran staff member with The 

Navigators with over forty-years experience in 

discipling people in a variety of life and vocational 

contexts. Bill serves as the Regional Leader with The 

Navigators Church Ministries, providing leadership 

to a staff team whose primary mission is ministering 

to pastors and congregations. He is a certified life 

and ministry coach, providing leadership coaching 

to pastors nationally and 

internationally. Bill is the author 

of the popular Navpress/

Tyndale House disciplemaking 

book, The Ways of the 

Alongsider. He is driven by a 

passion to help pastors and 

churches develop intentional 

and relational cultures of 

disciplemaking.  

LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

Investing in our 

mission to make 

disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the 

transformation of 

the world! 

February  18 at St. Mark’s UMC in Findlay 

The Dock, 800 South Main Street, Findlay, OH 45840 

 

February 25 at Trinity UMC in Van Wert 

220 S Walnut St, Van Wert, OH 45891  

 
Training Day Schedule: 

8:15 Check-in and refreshments 

8:45 Devotion and Worship 

9:00am-Noon Workshop Sessions 

Bill Mowry 

3 WAYS TO REGISTER 

Call the district office at 1-800-589-7828 

Fill out the form below and return to the district 

office at 910 E. Third St., Ottawa, OH 45875 

 

Name: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Church: 

Workshop #:                          Date: 

Register online at 

www.northwestplainsdistrict.org 

Deadline to register is February 13th. 

Cost is $5.00 per person. 

#1 The Disciplemaking Church: 

How to move people from 

membership to discipleship 

Come and join us for a unique day of leadership 

training that will have lasting results in your local 

congregation. All pastors and laity are welcome! 

Choosing to invest in one of these strategic areas 

will help your church more fully live out our mission 

to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world! 

All sessions outlined inside will be offered at both 

dates and locations except for the session 

Financial ABC’s, which will be offered only on Feb. 

18 in Findlay. You are welcome to sign up for both 

dates if you would like to attend more than one 

session. 

“ 

“ 

Churches are talking about 

making disciples but are 

they making disciples?  



Every United Methodist Congregation is to have a 

Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee, but all too 

often the folks on this team have never been taught 

what they are supposed to do. So, in this session we 

will be talking about the Roles and 

Responsibilities of the S(P)PRC: what 

needs to be accomplished in a typical 

year, the Appointive Process of our 

pastors and the role this team has in 

that process, and some strategies in 

dealing with conflict in the local 

church – both when it is between staff 

and congregation and when it is 

between congregation members. 
Barry Burns 

This All In Community session is for pastors, mission 

teams, congregation members, and individuals 

walking with those who are experiencing 

incarceration and the ripple effects of reentry. In this 

session, you will learn how to offer faith-filled hope, 

practical help, and a healing culture that reduces the 

unique fear, shame, and stigma associated with 

incarceration.  

 

The first half of this session will focus on walking with 

incarcerated individuals and their families. The 

second half will focus on navigating the reentry 

process for a successful return home. Our panel 

discussions with pastors, ministry leaders, returning 

neighbors, and criminal justice professionals will 

provide practical guidance on sustaining healthy, 

reciprocal relationships throughout the incarceration/

reentry experience. Insight into what our imprisoned, 

formerly imprisoned, and families of both need and 

want from our churches also will be discussed. Finally, 

you will learn about community resources located 

within the NWP District that support our friends, 

neighbors, and loved ones as they strive to lead full 

lives of purpose and faith inside and outside prison.  

#5  
All in Community-Ministry with Your 

Imprisoned: Navigating Incarceration 

and Reentry with those You Know 

- Reba Collins  

#4  
The Role of the Staff/Parish 

Relations Committee 

- Rev. Barry Burns  

Ministry can be difficult when trying 

to reach across so many 

generations. This session will help 

you learn more about what Young 

Adults/Millennials are looking for in 

faith, and how to involve them in 

your church. 

Brady Feltz 

#3 Millennials and Ministry 

- Brady Feltz 

Connecting your congregation to the digital age can 

feel daunting. Even simple upgrades can be 

expensive, complicated, or too technical for your 

congregation's expertise. This session offers resources, 

setups, and options for every church size and budget. 

Even the tech 

savvy among us 

can explore ways 

to connect the 

congregation in 

worship, study, and 

community 

beyond face-to-

face gatherings. Courtnie Morton Casey Irwin 

#2 
Technology for Every 

Church Budget 

- Courtnie Morton & Casey Irwin 

#6  
Financial ABC’s: Best Practices 

for Audits, Budget, 

Compensation and Beyond 

- Bill Brownson 

(Offered only on Feb. 18) 

#7  
How does your church tell its story?  What forms of 

communication would work best in your ministry 

setting?  Join us for a fun and interactive session as 

we learn to tell “the old, old story” in new and 

exciting ways. 

 

This session will be led by Kay Panovec, an award-

winning writer and producer. Kay Panovec is the 

Director of Communications for the West Ohio 

Conference. She is, at her very core, a storyteller. 

Panovec has vast experience in the field including 

reporting, scriptwriting, video 

production, social media, training, 

public relations and crisis 

communications.  Most recently, she 

was a senior level executive at United 

Methodist Communications, in 

Nashville, Tennessee. Her work 

focused on client development, 

production, and new media.  She has 

also served five local churches 

throughout Ohio. 
Kay Panovec 

Communication 

- Kay Panovec  

Make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of 

the world 

There are financial practices unique to the church 

setting. Church Treasurers, Financial Secretaries, and 

Finance Chairs will be offered practical, up-to-date 

information in this session on 

preparing for audits, compiling 

budgets, tax implications on clergy 

compensation, and more. Especially 

if you have held this position for 

several years, come and hear what is 

changing on the financial front.  This 

session will be led by Mr. Bill Brownson, 

Director of Administration and CFO, 

West Ohio Conference.  Bill Brownson 


